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The Pastor’s Message
By: Rev. Keith Burk
No message this month.

News from the Church Council
By: Tim Watters
I wish to thank everyone who had a part in our 25th Anniversary celebration.  The day was very nice and 
much appreciated by all who were there. 

News from the Elders
By: Travis Frerking and Patrick Severson
No report this month.

News from Sunday School
By: Gloria Egger
Sunday School is now suspended for the summer and will resume on Sunday, September 13.

News from the Outreach Committee
By: Linda Cox
Thanks to everyone who helped make the congregation's 25th anniversary so special. We had about 100 
adults at communion, plus a bunch of adorable children! The visiting was wonderful.  And, we were able 
to assist a young couple that are about to embark on their first year of seminary.  What a great time 
giving God thanks and praise! 

Church Properties News
By:  Tim Dorn
I wish to thank everyone who had a part in our 25th Anniversary celebration.  The day was very nice and 
much appreciated by all who were there. 

Stewardship Thoughts
By: Elaine Maruhn
The goal of stewardship is to act in a way that is consistent with how God would act if he were the one 
who was in possession of the same items and talents. 

mailto:Emaruhn@windstream.net


FOOF Financial News
By: Brooke Frerking
No report this month.

LWML News
By: Jeanne Krutz, President

There is no June LWML meeting.

This is an article taken from the LWML Website and written by Katy Gifford who is chairman of the 
 National Mission Servants Committee, the District VP of Servant Resources, and from the Falls City 
Zone.  It is a good followup to last month's article.

Go ahead...use me!

Does it ever seem there is no end to the tasks you have to do?  We cook, clean, run kids to activities, 
attend meetings, and then start the whole process over again.   "I feel like I'm being used!" may be our 
cry.

Then, God places, in your midst, those who need help and we jump to support, nurture, and pray.  Why? 
Because we remember those beautiful, life giving words of Ephesians 2:8, "By grace you have been  
saved through faith..  It is the gift of God." We remember that these opportunities for service are God's 
opportunities.  God puts them in our path.  "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in" Ephesians 2:10.  What
an honor to "get to" do the errands of the King!  God has placed these tasks in our path so that we can 
serve Him and our neighbor.

When the to do list gets long....and it will...remember it is not your to do list, but rather God's tasks that 
we are completing for Him.  Let us have our hearts prepared so that our errand going feet, working 
hands, and proclaiming lips will be ready to serve the Lord with gladness.  Then we can joyfully say
"Lord, I want you to use me!" 

Thank You Katy Gifford.

Time for Praising God!  
God has blessed His mission through the LWML and each society member.  The Mission Goal for the 
2013-2015 biennium  has been surpassed by $21,348.67!  All glory be to God!

Prayer Requests
Paul Arne Dale Schmidt
Rev. Nathan Ristveldt Lavelle Schumacher
Terry Tallon Bill Boden
Pat (John Engelhard's sister) Mij (John Engelhard's sister)
Arlene Tuxhorn
Our shut-in, Julia Gerbig
Please call Pastor Burk 402-984-1958 or e-mail him at kburk58@gmail.com to be added to the prayer 
list.

mailto:kburk58@gmail.com


HAPPY BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY

June 2       Anna Watters and Christian Watters June 22     Pastor and Rhonda Burk
June 23     Dan Wieneke
June 24     Noah Dorn

Please note that $165.00 of food was donated from the 25th 
anniversary dinner.  Two full containers were given to Matt 
Talbot Kitchens.  They were very appreciative.  We are so 
Blessed.

Thank you to 
Janet Tonkinson, who donated the new offering plates in memory of her parents, Cecil 
and Mildred Garkie.

Linda Cox and her committee for organizing the wonderful 25th Anniversary 
celebration.  Despite the forecast of severe weather, everyone made it home before the 
storm moved in.  

Pastor Mark Williamson, who conducted worship services for Pastor Burk while Pastor 
and his family were on vacation.

Deb Quandt Smedra, Paul Smedra, and Lavelle Schumacher who have provided 
refreshments following worship service and who have cleaned up the kitchen following 
refreshments.

The men of the congregation, who served the wonderful meal at our 25th anniversary 
celebration, set up the tent, and took it down.

Genie Watters, Rhonda Burk, and Gloria Egger, who made children's Sunday school 
interesting and inspirational learning for our kids.  Also to Patrick Severson, who 
conducted the adult Bible study on Sunday mornings.

The youth choir who provided special music for our 25th Anniversary Celebration 
service.

Christina Severson and Dana Dorn for their work on the SCRIP committee.



The Scholarship Committee has selected Spencer Dorn as recipient of this 
year's scholarship.  Spencer will be starting his second year at UNK this fall.

 Congratulations, Spencer! 

The SCRIP Program
submitted by Christina Severson

Our next order date is set for June 14, with delivery on June 21. 

The LWML Mission Project for the Month of June is Hygiene Kits

Pack one washcloth and one bath towel; prefer dark color, 
With the following items…..
         Bar of soap toothbrush toothpaste
         Comb 6 bandaids 1-2 small tissue packets 
         Stick of deodorant

These will go to the National Convention and also Retreat.

Hickman Hayday is set for Saturday, July 25th.
If you see a repair or project you would like to see undertaken around the church 
building, please leave a message in Tim Dorn's mailbox.  Tim will either contact 
you at worship service or by phone if he needs additional information.  Please 
include your phone number on the message.

Lutheran BELIEF  and  PRACTICE

What About . . .
Christian Families   

By Dr. A. L. Barry
President, The Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod
from lcms.org

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christian families face enormous pressures in our 
world today.  It is important that they have a good understanding of what God intends for the family 
and how they best can respond to the many challenges that confront them. 



What does God say about families in His Word, the Bible? 
In the beginning, God created men and women to live together with one another as husbands and 
wives, and through their marriages to bring children into the world.  We read in Gen.2:22–24:  “The Lord 
God made a woman from the rib He had taken out of the man, and He brought her to the man.  The 
man said, ‘This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called “woman,” for she was 
taken out of man.’  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and 
they will become one flesh.  ”Our Lord Jesus Christ affirmed the divine institution of marriage during his 
earthly ministry (Matt.19:5). 

Through the Apostle Paul, the Lord revealed that Christian husbands and wives are to love and serve one 
another, modeling before the world the love Christ has for His bride, the church.  In Ephesians 5, St. Paul  
wrote:   “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  Wives, submit to your husbands as to the 
Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, His body, of which He 
is the Savior. 

“Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 
Husbands,love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her to make her 
holy.  … In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies.  He who loves his wife 
loves himself.  After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does 
the church—for we are members of His body. “ 

‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will  
become one flesh.’  This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.  However,  
each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband” 
(Eph.5:21–33). 

In this powerful description of marriage, there is no room for husbands to “lord it over” their wives, nor 
for wives to disregard their husband’s role of “headship”in the home.  The key is mutual submission to 
and love for one another, modeled after Christ’s love for the church, and the church’s submission to 
Christ her Lord. 

Parents are to provide discipline to their children with love and compassion, doing what is best for their  
children.  We read in Eph.6:4: “Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the 
training and instruction of the Lord.”  And children are to honor and obey their parents, as the Lord 
commands,“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.’  ‘Honor your father and your 
mother’—which is the first commandment with a promise—that it may go well with you and that you 
may enjoy long life on the earth”(Eph.6:1–3). 

What are some of the cultural trends impacting families? 
As we review what the Bible has to say about families, we quickly realize how far many of our cultural 
trends are from God’s will for families. 

Christian families are bombarded by signals which contradict God’s Word.  Popular culture—through 
movies, music, magazines, books, and especially television—inundates us with wrong messages. The 
signal is sent that a sexual relationship outside of marriage, or before marriage, is perfectly natural, or 
that even a homosexual lifestyle is merely an alternative to “traditional”marriage.  Children are led to 
believe that being disobedient and disrespectful to parents is normal, even amusing, or that the elderly 



are to be viewed as a burden, or subjects for humor.  So much of popular culture appeals to humanity’s 
most sinful inclinations, and encourages them in a barrage of images and words. 

The pressure on our children—particularly our teenagers—to do whatever is necessary to be “popular” 
among their friends is sometimes difficult for parents to understand and appreciate.  Our young people 
are often caught up in destructive lifestyles and behaviors, encouraged by popular music, which 
encourages rebelliousness and disdain for life and the dignity of their fellow human beings.  As our 
teenagers grow older, they are given the impression that “living together” without marriage is perfectly 
acceptable.  How tragic it is when their own families do nothing to resist this behavior! 

Men in our culture are encouraged to indulge their lusts and selfish desires.  So little respect or 
attention is given to the man who wishes to be a faithful husband or father.  How many children today 
grow up without a loving and responsible father in the home?  The horrendous consequences of this 
trend will only become greater as we move into the future. 

Women, too, are pressured to take a dim view of what God has given them.  They are pressured to view 
childbearing as less than fulfilling, something perhaps only to be tolerated, and not to be enjoyed as a 
gift from God.  They too face temptations to disregard God’s expectations for them when they are wives 
and mothers, or to view marriage as something to be abandoned when it becomes inconvenient for 
them.

Yes, we surely do recognize that popular cultural trends often convey messages totally contrary to our 
Lord’s Word and His will for Christian families.  This needs to be recognized and resisted. 

What can a Christian family do to deal with the challenges of our day? 
Openly facing the issues is the first step.  Pretending that problems do not exist will certainly not help.  
Nor will it do for a family simply to hope that they will not be faced with problems.  Ignoring reality will  
not make it go away. 

It is crucial for Christian parents to spend both quality and quantity time with their children.  Reading 
with their young children, discussing the questions they have and being there to support and encourage 
them is extremely important. 

Husbands and wives need to take time out of busy and hectic schedules to simply talk to one another, 
discussing the needs they have and the problems they are experiencing, working together to grow in 
their love for one another, and for their children. 

More importantly, Christians need to pray for the Lord’s blessing on their marriages and families, asking 
God to forgive them for their sins and failures as parents and spouses, and then turning to the Lord’s 
mercy through their Savior Jesus Christ. 

Christian families need to make every-Sunday worship an absolute priority.  As families are gathered by 
God around His Word and Sacraments, they receive forgiveness, life, and salvation—the strength they 
need to cope with the challenges of daily life. 

What role do daily devotions have in the life of the Christian family? 
One of the most important things a family can do is spend time together in the Word of God. 



Key ingredients for the family’s devotional time are the Scriptures, the hymnal and the Small Catechism. 
These are excellent resources for meaningful time together in the Word of God.  Parents should begin 
reading and reciting the chief parts of the Small Catechism with their children when they are very young,  
helping them learn the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and the Apostles’ Creed, and then 
working on the explanations, building as time goes on. 

Parents need to discuss their faith with their children, pray with them, and encourage their children in 
love to do what is right, not hesitating to say “no” when necessary.  And always, parents will want to be 
for their children a model of the Heavenly Father’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

How can parents help their children resist temptations? 
Parents often overlook the very important role they play simply by the way they themselves handle life.  
A parent can provide an important role model for his or her children. 

If a man constantly displays a harsh and fierce temper at home, uses foul language and acts 
disrespectfully toward his wife, it is little wonder why his son would grow up with similar attitudes and 
behaviors.  If a woman constantly gripes and points out every fault, again, there is little surprise when 
her children do the same when they grow up. 

Christian parents need to model the faith, both to their children and others around them.  St. Paul wrote 
that a Christian marriage is to be an image of Christ’s love for the church.  This is both an awesome 
responsibility and a joyous privilege. 

 May God bless our families richly with His loving mercy, strengthening them as they seek to love one 
another and serve their Lord and Savior. 

A STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
We give Thee but Thine own, 

Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, 

A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

May we Thy bounties thus 
As stewards true receive

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 
To Thee our first-fruits give! (LSB 781:1–2).

In many congregations these stanzas are sung every Sunday when the offerings of God’s faithful people 
are received.  It’s a sung reminder of who God is and who we are in relation to Him, of what God does 
for us and gives to us, and how we respond to His generosity. 

We are stewards of God’s varied grace to us.  As stewards we acknowledge that God owns all things and 
that everything in heaven and on earth belongs to Him (1 Chron 29:14; Ps 24:1; Ps 100:3; 1 Cor 4:7; 1 Cor 
6:19).  Even we ourselves—all that we are and all that we have—are His.  We are His because He created 
us, preserves us, redeemed us, and sanctifies us.  As the stewards of what He has done for us and given 
to us, we give of our first fruits to Him and His Church. 



And the Lord receives them and presses them into a use all His own.  He sanctifies it.  He hallows it.  He 
uses it to ensure that the Word of God is still preached among us.  He uses it to ensure that there is 
water for Baptism, bread and wine for His Holy Supper.  He uses what He gives to you and what you give 
back to Him for your good.  Everything that happens in the church is purchased with the giving of the 
saints from what God has provided them.  Holy giving from holy people pressed into holy service. 

But there’s more.  For our giving does not just make the liturgical life of the church possible.  It’s not just 
the necessary means by which the vessels and sacramental elements, the hymn books and pastors are 
made available.  The giving of God’s stewards is part of the liturgy itself, part of the Divine Service.  It is  
one of our responses within the liturgy where we, not just with words spoken or sung, but with deeds 
declare, live out and live in, the excellencies of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous 
light (1 Pet 2:9).  Our offerings are part of God’s sanctifying work that He has us do in the Divine Service 
for the life of the world. 

That’s what makes our stewardship so precious and significant.  God hallows what we give and employs 
it to sanctify us and others.  And that is why we sing:  “And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our first-
fruits give!”

              

O Heavenly Father, 
we give thanks for our dads and for all 
with fatherly responsibilities.  Amen.

                   



             

Joseph, the Earthly Father of Jesus Christ

God chose Joseph to be the earthly father of Jesus.  The Bible tells us in the 
Gospel of Matthew, that Joseph was a righteous man.  His actions toward Mary, 
his fiance, revealed he was a kind and sensitive man.  When Mary told Joseph she 
was pregnant, he had every right to feel disgraced.  He knew the child was not his 
own, and Mary's apparent unfaithfulness carried a grave social stigma.  Josepn 
not only had the right to divorce Mary, under Jewish law she could be put to 
death by stoning.

Although Joseph's initial reaction was to break the engagement, the appropriate 
thing for a righteous man to do, he treated Mary with extreme kindness. He did 
not want to cause her further shame, so he decided to act quietly. But God sent 
an angel to Joseph to verify Mary's story and reassure him that his marriage to 
her was God's will. Joseph willingly obeyed God, in spite of the public humiliation 
he would face. Perhaps this noble quality made him God's choice for the 
Messiah's earthly father.

The Bible does not reveal much detail about Joseph's role as father to Jesus 
Christ, but we know from Matthew, chapter one, that he was an excellent earthly 
example of integrity and righteousness. Joseph is last mentioned in Scripture 
when Jesus was 12 years old. We know that he passed on the carpentry trade to 
his son and raised him in the Jewish traditions and spiritual observances.



A Lutheran pastor had a kitten that climbed up a tree in his backyard and then was 
afraid to come down.  The Pastor coaxed, offered warm milk, etc.  The kitty would not 
come down.  The tree was not sturdy enough to climb, so the pastor decided that if he 
tied a rope to his car and drove away so that the tree bent down, he could then reach 
up and get the kitten.   He did all this, checking his progress in the car frequently, then 
figured if he went just a little bit further, the tree would be bent sufficiently for him to 
reach the kitten.  But as he moved a little further forward... the rope broke.

The tree went "boing!" and the kitten instantly sailed through the air and out of sight. 
The pastor felt terrible.  He walked all over the neighborhood asking people if they'd 
seen a little kitten.  Nobody had seen the kitten.

So, he prayed, "Lord, I commit this kitten to your keeping," and went on about his 
business.  A few days later he was at the grocery store and met one of his church 
members.  He happened to look into her shopping cart and was amazed to see cat food. 
Now, this woman was a cat hater and everyone knew it, so he asked her, "Why are you 
buying cat food when you hate cats so much?"

She replied, "You won't believe  this," and told him how her little girl had been begging 
her for a cat, but she kept refusing.  Then a few days before, the child had begged again, 
so the Mom finally told her little girl, "Well, if God gives you a cat, I'll let you keep it." 
She told the pastor, "I watched my child go out in the yard, get on her knees, and ask 
God for a cat.  And really, Pastor, you won't believe this, but I saw it with my own eyes. 
A kitten suddenly came flying out of the blue sky, with its paws spread out, and landed 
right in front of her.

       



Pastor Burk presents Faith of Our Fathers with a plaque from the District.

Pictured from left are Pastor Mark Nicholas who guided the new congregation to the LCMS.  Pastor 
Steve Sirik (not pictured) served the congregation for two years (1998 and 1999).  Current Pastor, 
Keith Burk.  Pastor Janzow served in vacancy before Pastor Borcherding was called.



Our Youth choir sings during worship service celebrating
our 25th Anniversary

      A full house for our worship service celebrating our 25th Anniversary.



James Peterson and wife are the seminary couple being sponsored by 
Faith of Our Father's LWML.  He will be going to Fort Wayne Seminary 
in the fall.  The couple attended our 25th Anniversary celebration.

 
 



The men of Faith of Our Fathers serve our catered 25th Anniversary dinner.
Pictured are Patrick Severson, Rich Krutz, and Tim Watters.

    Lavelle Schumacher, Jeanne Krutz,     Noah Dorn and Christian Watters
    Elaine Maruhn, and Teresa Slama             are the tray guys.



Genie Watters serves our 25th Anniversary celebration cake 
during afternoon refreshments.



The altar prepared for our 25th Anniversary celebration.
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