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Friends, here is a column from 

Rev. Brian Heron, Executive Presbyter 

of Cascades Presbytery, on the recent 

shootings in this nation. I encourage 

you to read it. It is in place of my  

usual pastor’s column.  Dan 

 

By Rev. Brian Heron 

August 6, 2019 

“I’m done.” 

Those were the words from one 

of my colleagues in another presby-

tery as she reacted honestly from the 

gut to the horrific weekend of mass 

murders in El Paso and 

Dayton. 

I immediately reso-

nated with her. “I’m 

done. I’m done. I’m 

done,” I repeated over to 

myself as if I was medi-

tating on some newfound 

mantra. I could not even 

mouth the usual words, 

“Our thoughts and prayers are with 

you.” They were stuck, hiding some-

where as if it weren’t safe to show 

their face. No longer did those words 

feel sympathetic as if I was joining 

my heart with the aching hearts of 

sisters and brothers, parents and 

children. They had an almost cruel 

sound to them as if I should expect a 

“F— you” or an angry middle finger 

salute for even uttering them. 

“I’m done,” I said to myself  

repeatedly. 

My heart is no longer big enough 

to contain this much grief. I can’t find 

any more room for mere empathy 

and understanding. My soul has no 

more room for this level of heartache 

and pain. I can’t even feel sympathy. 

As much as I care for the victims and 

their families I seem to care more for 

myself. Don’t ask me to repeat this 

ritual of thoughts and prayers again 

tomorrow or next week or next 

month. I can’t do it. My heart is not 

big enough for that. I cannot care for 

this weekend’s victims and also have 

enough compassion left over to be 

ready for next 

weekend’s  

victims. 

        This has to 

end. This has to 

end because it is 

killing our 

American soul. 

This has to end 

because it is 

tearing us apart. This has to end  

because no society can survive with 

her people simply waiting and  

wondering when it will be their turn. 

This has to end because I don’t have 

the capacity for that much grief and 

that much pain and that much trau-

ma. My body and my psyche simply 

will not allow it. 

So I’m done. I am done making 

promises from a safe distance to 

keep people in my thoughts and 

prayers as they bury their dead. I am 

done promising that a few moments 

will be kept sacred on Sunday to 

pray for the dead, the injured, and 

the traumatized communities. I am 

done keeping a template handy 

where all I have to do is insert a  

different date, a different number, 

different names and a different  

community into my prayers for the 

people. 

I don’t know where you are at. 

Maybe you were done months before 

me and for that I applaud you. Maybe 

you still have it in you to offer your 

thoughts and prayers while hoping 

that someone—a legislator, a politi-

cian, a religious authority, or even 

God’s own self will do something to 

stop the insanity. 

But I no longer believe thoughts 

and prayers are enough. In fact, 

without action the words sound  

hollow and even cruel. This is not 

going to stop. Some predict it will 

only escalate as would-be murderers 

plan to outdo each other like athletes 

pushing to break the next record. 

      (continued on page 2) 
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The Dialogue 
 Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the October issue. Please submit by Thursday, Sept. 19.  

Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Special worship opportunities in September 

I write this to you because, if 

you too cannot utter the words 

“thoughts and prayers” without 

feeling sick to your stomach and 

without tearing up, I am ready to 

join with you. I will help you organ-

ize. I will promote your efforts at 

conversation and advocacy and  

protest. I will draw us together as 

one community uniting as one  

powerful voice pushing against this 

murderous tide. I will support  

efforts at having a presbytery public 

witness. I will do anything I can do 

to end this insanity. I want to feel 

normal again. 

Please don’t get me wrong. I do 

still pray for our nation. I do still 

ache for victims and families and 

best friends. I do still feel terribly 

awful and broken up by the ripping 

of flesh, the tearing of families and 

the trauma of communities. 

But I am already thinking of 

next week’s mass murder. And I 

don’t have it in me to start  

pre-planning for another round of 

thoughts and prayers. That will not 

stop the bullets. 

I’m done with thoughts and 

prayers. Bodies are being sacrificed 

for the cause of hatred. Now it will 

take some of us, the faithful, sacri-

ficing our bodies for love. 

“This is my body broken for you. 

Do this, do what you have to do, in 

remembrance of me.” 

Thoughts and prayers. . .   
(continued from page 1) 

Saturday, Sept. 28—

Memorial Service to 

remember Marian 

Flood at 10 a.m. in the 

sanctuary, with a  

reception following  

in Calvin Hall. Please 

join us. 
Sept. 15—Join us for a  

special Taizé worship service at 

8 and 10 a.m. Candlelight, simple 

songs, prayer, reflection on scrip-

ture, and silence are all a part of 

this  service. The 10 a.m. service 

will also have choir music. 

Sept. 22—Special guest minister 

from Covenant Network, Rev. Brian 

Ellison will be joining us for ONE 

combined service at 10 o’clock and 

for a workshop after the service in 

Calvin Hall. Brian will speak about 

being a welcoming congregation and 

ways to be more open and inclusive 

for LGBTQ people.  

Our congregation became part 

of Covenant Network in 2008. The 

mission of the Covenant Network of 

Presbyterians is to strengthen the 

church of Jesus Christ, with the help 

of God's grace. They are called to 

achieve this goal by working for the 

unity of the church, furthering the 

inclusion of LGBTQ persons, seeking 

understanding and reconciliation, 

and joining with others seeking a 

still more just and inclusive church.  

Sept. 29—Blessing of the  

Animals Sunday at both 8 and 10 

a.m. Bring your favorite pets for a 

blessing. We plan on meeting inside 

this year, unless someone shows up 

with a horse (please let the church 

know if you plan on doing that).  

Why do we have a blessing of the 

animals on a Sunday around the Day 

of St. Francis, Friday, Oct. 4?  

Wikipedia states, “St. Francis is  

patron saint of animals. Oct. 4 is the 

Feast of  St. Francis (1181/1182-

1226), when the church honors a 

great friar from Assisi, Italy, the  

patron saint of the environment 

and animals because he loved all crea-

tures and allegedly preached even to 

the birds.”  

All creatures of our God and  

Sovereign are welcome! This is a 

great service to invite your neighbors 

to attend! 

Sept. 29, 4 p.m.—Jazz Vespers 

service with the Southern  

Oregon Jazz Orchestra! Please 

join us for this special service as 

SOJO leads us in some big band jazz. 

All proceeds from the service go to 

the musicians. Bring a friend! 
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More September happenings at church 

A new members class will be 

offered on Sunday, Sept. 8 and 15 in 

our Fireside Room after the second 

service. You’ll learn about our local 

church and the Presbyterian 

Church U.S.A. and get a chance to 

meet some of the leaders of our 

congregation. Those who would 

like to join the church would be 

joining on Sept. 29 at the 10 a.m. 

service. 
 

Pastor Dan will be leading a 

Bible study on “Becoming a 

Matthew 25 Church” between 

services at 9 a.m. in the Fireside 

Room of the administration 

building, beginning Sunday, Sept. 

8. The class will continue on 

Sept. 15 and 22.  

If you are unable to make 

that time, but are interested in 

the class, Dan will consider lead-

ing a second class on Wednesday 

mornings a 10 a.m. Please let the 

church office know if you have 

interest in a Wednesday morn-

ing Bible study. 

A church leader retreat will 

be held Sept. 6 and 7 at the Green 

Springs Inn. This event is for all 

elders, deacons and members of 

Long Range Planning. We will  

carpool and some are staying 

overnight on Friday. 

On Sunday, Oct. 6, we  will 

hold a congregational meeting 

and ask all members and friends 

to join us as we share the results 

of our leadership retreat and look 

ahead to the church’s future. 

Please join us for this important 

gathering after the second service 

in Calvin Hall, during which we 

will present our plans and listen 

to your feedback.  

Be sure to mark Saturday, 

Sept. 14 on your calendar for 

church work day from 9 to 

noon. Please wear your grubbies, 

bring tools, your favorite gloves, 

rags,  and cleaning materials. 

There is always lots to do.   

We also have fellowship time, 

better known as a coffee break. 

Hope to see you then. 

 Active shooter 

training to be held 

September 21  

By Bea Berry and Jim Holloway  

Active Shooter Training – oh 

my, do we really need it? Unfortu-

nately, far too many tragic events 

continue to occur.  And although we 

are not trained as first responders, 

we can learn the skills needed to 

successfully react to a dangerous 

event. This program is an oppor-

tunity to think about, discuss and 

then practice effective responses.   

Everyone can participate  

regardless of physical ability. Our 

first class will be on Sept 21, from 9 

a.m. to 1 p.m. Additional classes will 

be provided as needed. Plan to wear 

casual clothing. Please call the 

church office to sign up. 

By David Hall 

The Men’s Book Club is meeting 

this month on Thursday, Sept. 12 at 

5:45 p.m. at the Black Sheep. 

  Our book for this month is The 

Golden Spruce by John Vaillant,  

suggested by Rick.   

Men’s Book Club meeting 

By Lawrence King 

The church ginkgo tree near the 

administration building has 

reemerged and is about three feet 

high. We wish to get rid of it. 

If you want it, please come and 

take it away. 

There is a two-inch copper  

water line buried near it. 

Unwanted ginkgo 

tree reemerges 
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By Mark Shibley 

Summer service projects with 

my church youth group during my 

formative high school years are the 

primary reason I’ve stayed connect-

ed to the Presbyterian Church 

throughout my adult life, even 

though many in my generation drift-

ed away from organized religion.  

Those experiences modeled gener-

osity and love, which I believe is the 

heart of the Christian gospel. 

Habitat for Humanity, which 

builds houses for families in need, is 

one of the most impressive and  

enduring organizations founded on 

the principles of Christian service.  

Under Pastor Dan’s leadership, First 

Presbyterian Church of Ashland has 

joined Habitat’s Apostles Build  

Program. We are partnering with 

several other congregations in the 

Rogue Valley to fund and provide 

volunteer labor for house #67 on the 

10th Street project in Medford.  The 

house we are helping to build is for 

Samantha Paxton and her two chil-

dren.  Some of you may remember 

meeting Sam when she visited our 

congregation last March to intro-

duce herself and thank us for our 

support.  

After much delay, the house is 

under construction, and we are 

scheduled to provide a First Presby-

terian work crew on Thursday, Sept. 

12. There will likely be additional 

work day opportunities in October 

and November. There is much to do 

to finish construction by December.   

I spent a day working alongside 

Sam and others from Jacksonville 

Presbyterian on the site in July. I had 

lots of fun, and Sam is ecstatic about 

her new house.  Several of you have 

already expressed interest in sup-

porting this work. Please let me 

know if you’d like me 

(mashibley@gmail.com) to add you 

to my First Pres contact list for  

volunteer opportunities on Sam’s 

Habitat house this fall. 

In gratitude for your generosity 

and deep commitment to service, 

Mark Shibley 

 

 

What good is it, my brothers, if 

someone says he has faith but does 

not have works? Can that faith save 

him? If a brother or sister is poorly 

clothed and lacking in daily food, and 

one of you says to them, “Go in peace, 

be warmed and filled,” without giving 

them the things needed for the body, 

what good is that? So also faith by 

itself, if it does not have works, is 

dead.  

 -James 2:14-17 
 

Habitat for Humanity work crew scheduled  

To the Saints of First Pres, 

As a member of the UCC 

and one member of the shel-

ter breakfast team, I want to 

thank your congregation for 

the loving donation of your 

kitchen, fellowship hall and 

restrooms for those benefit-

ing from your gift of space. 

This act of radical hospitality 

means much to me, so please 

accept the enclosed check as 

a small expression of my 

gratitude. 

Gratefully, 

Jim Stumbo 

Editor’s note:  the  enclosed 

check was for $200! 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

 

1 – Wendy McAninch 

4 – Sharon Laskos 

5 – Raoul Maddox 

6 – John Wren 

7 – Carolyn Johnson 

7 – Connor McCollom 

8 – Paula Fowler 

12 – Christie McQuade 

16 – Jocelyn Henderson 

16 – Robb Grover 

18 – Adele Hiles 

19 – Beckie Pinnock 

22 – Sam Alvord 

22 – Rick Herst 

25 – Jane Ann Henderson 

26 – Judy Sockman 

27 – Nona Hoadley  

27 – Kathryn Slyt  

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

1 – Lawrence & Virginia King 

3 – Ed & Sharon Laskos 

8 – Barbie & John Breneiser 

11 – Cathy & Kirk Gerbracht 

12 – Susan & Jim Coghill 

14 – David & Laurel Dryland 

22 – Glenn & Barb Street  
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Session notes for August 

By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

As a reminder of the upcoming 

leaders’ retreat Sept. 6-7, Dan  

reviewed the charism sheet 

(question, themes, and action plan) 

from the 2018 renewal retreat.  

Elders, deacons, and the Long Range 

Planning Team will attend. 

A change to the policy manual 

was approved, which added a  

sentence to the standing committee 

policy, stating that committee  

expenditures over $500 must be  

approved by session. 

Session approved a schedule 

change for Sunday, Sept. 22 when we 

will have a combined worship  

service at 10 o’clock for Rev. Brian 

Ellison’s visit. He is traveling from 

the East Coast and represents Cove-

nant Network; he will preach on  

being a “welcoming” congregation 

and also speak during coffee hour.  

An expenditure of $850 was  

approved for his airfare and hotel. 

Jim Holloway reported that our 

finances are looking good with 

pledges right on track at 62%. 

John Wren gave an update on the 

Safe Parking Program, reporting that 

we have two current parkers. John 

and Dan have been working with 

them to make sure they move their 

cars during the day. They are very 

appreciative. One of them wants to 

help pull weeds. Jill Turner, Carolyn 

Wetzel, Kathy Sager, and Cathy  

Gerbracht are also on the committee.  

It was suggested that we show 

the Presbyterian film about gun  

violence. Session decided that we 

will each watch it during the month 

and then come back and talk about it 

with the possibility of showing it to a 

wider audience. (See below.) 

Dan’s request for time off the  

afternoon of Nov. 3 through Nov. 5 

was granted. 

Session approved a congrega-

tional meeting for Sunday, Oct. 6 to 

present the results of the retreat and 

to elect Denise’s elder position.  

Dan and Buildings and Grounds 

asked for a name change for the  

former childcare room. Session  

approved a change to “Matthew 25 

Room,” with a sign on the door and a 

plaque on the wall quoting the Bible 

passage.  

Session approved the preschool’s 

request that we enclose the staircase 

cage, since it is scaring the children. 

This work will be done at the Sept 14 

all-church workday.  

Tammy Hald volunteered to 

chair the fall team.  She will ask 

others who have done it before to 

join her.  If anyone else is interested, 

please see Tammy.  

Session had a discussion at our last 

meeting regarding this film. We  

encourage you to watch it. If you think 

we should show this to the whole  

congregation, or even possibly the city 

of Ashland through one of the theater 

venues, please call the church office 

and let us know (541-482-3536). 

By Rich Copley | Presbyterian News 

Service 

LOUISVILLE – “Trigger: The Ripple 

Effect of Gun Violence,” produced by 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistanceʼs 

Story Productions, is now available 

for streaming on Amazon Prime. 

“This is new ground for the 

church,” director David Barnhart said 

on Tuesday. “Over the years I have 

seen how this film has moved people 

to action and led to the formation of 

community coalitions, grassroots 

initiatives and film  

forums. We have had 

festival screenings and 

network broadcasts in 

the past, but Amazon 

Prime is a platform that 

has so much potential 

and outreach. I hope 

the connectional church 

will support ‘Triggerʼ 

and share this resource 

even further.” 

“Trigger” looks at gun violence as 

a public health crisis and is intended 

as a resource for churches and  

communities. 

The documentary shows gun  

violence from the perspective of  

victims, survivors, and their loved 

ones. The film explores 

efforts to combat the prob-

lem from protests to  

organizations such as The 

Coalition to Stop Gun  

Violence to university-

based research programs. 

        The episodes of gun 

violence portrayed vary 

from mass shootings such 

as the April 2007 shooting 

at Virginia Tech to individ-

ual attacks in urban and suburban 

areas.  

 

Presbyterian film exploring gun violence now on Amazon Prime 
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Presbyterian Women kick off program year 
By Shirley Patton 

Presbyterian Women will gather 

for the first meeting of the new  

season on Thursday, Sept. 5 from  

1-3 p.m. in Calvin Hall. 

Highlight of the day will be  

Eleanor Robison’s introduction of 

the Horizon Bible Study Love Carved 

in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten 

Commandments by Eugenia Anne 

Gamble.  Both Elsie Nelson Circle 

and Westminster Circle will be using 

the study this year, and we know 

from experience that Eleanor’s  

introductions rock! 

Nowhere in the Hebrew text 

does the word commandment  

appear, so Gamble suggests we  

consider the Ten Words as a love 

letter from God to that community 

stuck in the wilderness.  She writes, 

“Each of the Ten Words offers a 

salve, a healing balm, for a core 

wound in the human experi-

ence.  They provide boundaries 

within which we can live in freedom 

and peace.  These words both warn 

and encourage.” 

Each study begins with an explo-

ration of the Words in their Biblical 

context in the Hebrew scripture and 

then moves into the New Testament 

as we consider a moment from  

Jesus’ life that shows us how Jesus 

lived out that Word. Then we are 

invited to consider the Word for our 

own lives and contexts. 

The invitation is out!  We would 

love to have you join us for dessert, 

friendship building, and a stimulat-

ing program on Sept. 5. 

Join us for PW 
Fall Gathering 
By Shirley Patton 

Want to take a road trip?   Have 

someone you’d love to see in the 

Portland area?  Have an opening on 

your calendar on Oct. 18-19?  Well, if 

the answer is “yes,” then you might 

like to go to the Presbyterian  

Women Presbytery of the Cascades 

Fall Gathering.  

Shirley Patton is driving to Port-

land on the morning of Oct. 18.  She 

will deliver you to your dear friend 

or relative, where you will spend the 

night, and regather you in the morn-

ing in time to get to the First Presby-

terian Church in Woodburn between 

9-10 a.m. When the meeting’s over 

(between 2 and 3 pm), we’ll drive 

back to Ashland. 

The Rev. Cynthia O’Brien, pastor 

at Woodburn, will present the  

program on Better Angels, a national 

citizen’s movement to reduce politi-

cal polarization by bringing liberals 

and conservatives together to  

understand each other beyond  

stereotypes, forming red/blue  

community alliances, and teaching 

practical skills for communicating 

across  political differences.  If we 

can learn to do that, won’t we be  

better neighbors? better friends? 

better relatives? 

Join the trip! There’s room for 

three passengers.  We’ll have a stim-

ulating day with women from 

throughout the Presbytery as we 

worship, share, fellow-

ship, and learn together.   

Full disclosure:  The 

car stops for ice cream! 
 

Circles begin new study for fall season 
By Barbara Marsh 

Shirley Patton is looking  

forward to hosting Westminster 

Circle for its first fall (where did 

summer go?) gathering, Sept. 19 at 

10 a.m.  What fun it will be to gath-

er around Shirley's large  

dining room table while we share 

our latest stories and devour good-

ies and coffee together. 

We will eagerly begin Lesson 

One in our new Horizon Bible 

Study, Love Carved in Stone, writ-

ten by Eugenia Anne Gamble.  The 

author will guide us as we begin to 

explore and discuss "Fresh Looks 

at the Ten Commandments."  This 

nine-lesson study promises to  

become one you will be very 

thankful you tackled in 2019-

20.  We hope the time is right for 

you to join us. 

Please contact Sue Sager or  

Barbara Marsh for more infor-

mation or a ride.   

P.S.  You will be able to obtain your 

new study guide at the September 

Presbyterian Women meeting or at 

By Marilyn Mobley 

Elsie Nelson Circle will meet 

Monday, Sept. 9 at the home of  

Alice Welton at 1 p.m. 

Our new Bible Study guide is 

entitled Love Carved in Stone, A 

Fresh Look at the Ten Command-

ments. We will study Lesson 5, 

“Words of Love: I Am Your God; 

You Shall Have No Others.” The 

purpose of this lesson is to explore 

God’s self-revelation in the Ten 

Words and our call to embrace God 

as our one and only. Anyone is  

welcome to join us. 



I look to the hills from whence 

cometh my help; my help 

comes from God. 

By Sam Alvord 

On Friday, Sept. 6, several of our 

members will retreat from the valley, 

like a flock of geese, to alight on the 

banks of the Lincoln mill pond near 

Pinehurst to convene in a rustic 

chapel to call on the Spirit and  

discern possible futures for our  

congregation. 

Last month Pat and I drove 

across our home state of New York, 

skipping all highways. We moseyed 

our way along country roads through 

verdant farmland and into the heart 

of scores of small villages.  Every  

settlement from Buffalo on Lake Erie 

to Brewster at the Connecticut  

border contained church buildings.  

Many remain from a series of reviv-

als which swept across central and 

western New York in the early 19th 

century. They gave the region the 

moniker “the burnt-over district.” It 

described fire and brimstone preach-

ing at big tent, camp meetings that 

scared up thousands of conversions 

by a spectrum of Protestant revival-

ists: Methodist, Baptist, Congrega-

tionalists, Disciples of Christ and, to 

be sure, Presbyterians, among many 

other groups. 

Now, most of the church build-

ings stand vacant or have been  

converted to other uses: real estate, 

restaurant, feed store, community 

center.  Yet in almost every village, 

one or more clearly thrive:  minivans 

coming and going, banners and signs 

declare coming events, posted meet-

ings and opportunities offer help, day 

care kids run about, well-kept 

grounds with folks toiling at tasks 

around the place. In several villages 

the remaining church has a name 

which suggests hybridization: Chris-

tian Community Church, Methodist-

Presbyterian Federated, Associated 

Baptists.  Some follow the renovated 

church naming ways we see here and 

across America: Empowered Life, 

Gracepoint, The Story, New Life, The 

Chapel, etc. Change has occurred, yet 

Christian ministry continues to blos-

som. 

I knew some of these towns and 

churches in the fifties and sixties.  My 

father and two of my brothers sang 

with a choral group from our Disci-

ples of Christ church in Buffalo which 

put on concerts in small rural 

churches across the Niagara Frontier. 

I often went along. Those places had 

more people than now; those  

churches appeared to have as much 

life as the smaller number of thriving 

churches today. 

I think of our two days’ journey 

across New York as a pilgrimage.  It 

delivered to me a revelation of how 

to accept change. Let’s see if the  

ascent of our brother and sister lead-

ers up to the mountain might be our 

version of Moses climbing to receive 

the tablets and Jesus and his buddies’ 

trek toward transfiguration.  Both 

events delivered big change. 

Something new and different and 

unexpected, probably, will come of 

our quest to find the answer to: 

“Whither First Presbyterian?” We 

may well retain the best from the 

past, while making way for renewal, 

re-purposing, re-imagining,  

re-creating, and resurrection which 

have proven irrepressible through-

out the life of all human institutions.    

We do, nevertheless, have a 

blessed measure of freedom in the 

face of the inexorable reality that all 

churches rise and fall. We might ask 

our self: “How will I engage the  

future of our church community and 

new beginnings? Will I bring mostly 

fear or faith?” 

Greensprings Mountain Vision Quest 

Let’s See 
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By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club will 

meet Monday, Sept. 30 at the home 

of Shirley Patton to discuss Saints 

for all Occasions by J. Courtney Sulli-

van. This is a novel about family–– 

the hope, sacrifice, and love  

between two sisters and the secret 

that drives them apart. 

Amazon tells us that “Nora and 

Theresa Flynn are twenty-one and 

seventeen when they leave their 

small village in Ireland and journey 

to America. Nora is the responsible 

sister; Theresa is gregarious. But 

when Theresa ends up pregnant, 

Book Club reading  Saints for all Occasions  

(Continued on page 8) 
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Luke 10:1-12 

Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two 
 After this the Lord chose another seventy-two 

men and sent them out two by two, to go ahead of him 

to every town and place where he himself was about 

to go. He said to them, “There is a large harvest, but 

few workers to gather it in. Pray to the owner of the 

harvest that he will send out workers to gather in his harvest. Go! I am 

sending you like lambs among wolves. Don't take a purse or a beggar's bag 

or shoes; don't stop to greet anyone on the road.  

 “Whenever you go into a house, first say, ‘Peace be with this 

house.’ If someone who is peace-loving lives there, let your greeting of 

peace remain on that person; if not, take back your greeting of peace. Stay 

in that same house, eating and drinking whatever they offer you, for work-

ers should be given their pay. Don't move around from one house to  

another.  

 “Whenever you go into a town and are made welcome, eat what is 

set before you, heal the sick in that town, and say to the people there, ‘The 

Kingdom of God has come near you.’  

 “But whenever you go into a town and are not welcomed, go out in 

the streets and say, ‘Even the dust from your town that sticks to our feet 

we wipe off against you. But remember that the Kingdom of God has come 

near you!’ I assure you that on the Judgment Day God will show more  

mercy to Sodom than to that town!”                     Submitted by Debbie Miller 

 Haiku Corner 

 

In my side garden, 

bug feasts on yarrow nectar, 

behind spider's back. 

      

 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 

Book club. . . 
(continued from page 7) 

 they are both far too young to under-

stand.  

“Fifty years later, Nora is the ma-

triarch of a big Catholic family with 

four grown children. Estranged from 

her sister, Theresa is a cloistered 

nun, living in an abbey in rural Ver-

mont. A sudden death forces Nora 

and Theresa to confront the choices 

they made so long ago.  

“Saints for All Occasions explores 

the fascinating, funny, and some-

times achingly sad ways a secret at 

the heart of one family both breaks 

them and binds them together.” 

We hope you can join us at 7 p.m. 

the last Monday of September for an 

interesting discussion of this book.  

Snacks will be provided. 
  



                                              

Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 Labor Day 3 4 5 6 7

Office Closed 1pm Presbyterian Women

10am-1pm Women with Wings(CH)
10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25)

8 9 10 11 12  Habitat Build 13 14
Birthday Sunday 1-3pm OLLI Kay Godwin (FR) 5pm Deacons 9-10:30am OLLI (SMR) 9:30am Finance meeting 9am-12pm Churh Workday
9am Bible Study 1:30-3:30pm Bill Hering (CH) 11am-12:30pm OLLI-Dance (CH) 1-3pm OLLI Rich Lang (FR)
11am New Members class 1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 5pm B & G

10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25) 7:30pm Choir rehearsal 5:45pm Men's Book Club 5:30-8:30 Lecture (CH) 10-12pm Choir retreat

15 16 17 18 19  Dialogue Entries Due 20 21
9am Bible Study 10am Westminster Circle
11am New Members class 10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25) 9-10:30am OLLI (SMR) 9am-1pm AST

1-3pm OLLI Kay Godwin (FR) 11am-12:30pm OLLI-Dance (CH) in both CH and Sanctuary
2pm Nominating Committee
1:30-3:30pm Bill Hering (CH) 5pm Session meeting

22 Combined Service@10am 23 24 25 26 27 28
9am Bible Study 10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25) 11am Dialogue Folding
Guest Speaker 1-3pm OLLI Kay Godwin (FR) 9-10:30am OLLI (SMR) 10am Marian Flood service

1:30-3:30pm Bill Hering (CH) 11am-12:30pm OLLI-Dance (CH) 10:30-12 OLLI Dr. Dane (FR)

29 Pet Blessing 30
9am Bible Study
New Members join

4pm Vespers 7pm Women's Book Club
AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat OLLI Watercolor Matthew 25 Room 10am-1pm                       Mon
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm   1st&3rd Tues
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat  Somantics Matthew 25 Room 11am-1pm                      Thurs
AA Fireside Room 5:30-6:30pm     Fri Realtors Calvin Hall 8:30am                            Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon SOFA Fireside Room 6:30pm-8:30pm     1st Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri

Susan at APA ConferenceSusan on vacation

Church Leader Retreat

Dan at COM in Albany
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Siskiyou and Walker    Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net  Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch wendy@mcaninch.ch 

Treasurer: Trish Styer fpcashland@gmail.com 

Ruling Elders on Session: Elaine Morgan, Jim Holloway, John Sager, John Wren, Sam Alvord, Tammy Hald, Dennis Slattery 

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons: Wendy Ray, Debbie Miller, Ruth Ralls, Sook-Ja Hansen, Rick Herst, Katy Slyt, Pat Alvord, Denise Deneaux 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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