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 Exploring new ways to do worship at First Pres 

 

A couple of months ago I  

mentioned I would be exploring 

some new ways to do worship. That 

will be the case in the month of  

September, as I put together services 

using the Worship Design Studio.  

We will be doing a five-part  

series, entitled, “Come to the Table.” 

This series is based on Revised  

Common Lectionary Year A for  

September, culminating in World 

Communion Sunday on Oct. 7. (Rev. 

Rob Hagan from the Presbyterian 

Foundation will guest preach for us 

on Sept. 30). The table was the place 

where Jesus not only fed people, but 

challenged them to acts of hospitality 

that reflect God’s way. When we say 

“yes” to the place at Christ’s table, we 

accept a way of life that embraces 

God’s definition of love, peace, grace 

and joy. 

So you might be surprised at 

some things over the next month or 

so—a different way to do commun-

ion, a hand washing ceremony  

during the service,  a radical generos-

ity offering, (if session approves it) 

an all-church potluck right in the 

middle of worship and even a John 

Lennon song about peace (with some 

text revisions by me☺)! The basic 

elements of praising God, singing 

hymns, praying, learning from scrip-

ture will all be present, just in new 

ways. I hope to do a series like this 

twice a year, once in the fall and once 

after Easter in late spring. 

Just planning this series hasn’t 

been easy. I’ve done my worship 

planning the same way for the last 

20+ years, and I like it — it is familiar 

to me. Changing things and doing 

something new for my worship plan-

ning is harder, takes more time. As 

Mark Twain once penned, “The only 

person who likes change is a baby 

with a wet diaper.”  

That being said, we need to look 

at new ways to worship, new ways to 

be a church in a world that isn’t look-

ing to walk through our doors very 

often anymore. So, I hope you’ll join 

me as we experiment a bit with the 

form of our worship to our loving, 

amazing God. 

In Christ, 

By Linda Purdom 

Fall planning team is inviting 

members of our congregation to join 

us in arranging events for the 

months of September, October and 

November.  We will be getting  

together to consider the events of 

the church and outline our focus  on 

Sept. 2 at 11:30 during coffee hour.  

If you would enjoy being part of 

a team that works with Pastor Dan 

to design fall events that augment 

worship, please talk to me or any 

team member. 

Join the Fall Planning Team to add your ideas 
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the October issue. Please submit by Thursday, Sept. 20. 

Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Marcia Hunter, editor 

What’s happening at church in September? 

Sept. 9 – NEW MEMBER CLASS 

       Are you interested in learning 

more about First Presbyterian 

Church of Ashland? Ever thought 

about becoming a member? Pastor 

Dan will lead an informal class on 

church membership and provide 

some history and current theological 

stands of the church and denomina-

tion. Meets in the Fireside Room 

after the second service. 

Sept. 16 – PEACE 

POLES DEDICATION 

       Join us as we 

dedicate our two 

peace poles, as we 

move the old one and 

install the new one. 

One will be on Siski-

you Boulevard near 

the brown sign, and 

the other will be near 

the administration 

building by the parking lot. The 8 

a.m. crowd will dedicate one pole 

and the 10 o’clock group will dedi-

cate the other. 

Sept. 23 at 8 a.m. —ALL CHURCH 

BREAKFAST POTLUCK and  

COMBINED SERVICE in CALVIN 

HALL – ONE SERVICE ONLY 

       Bring a breakfast dish to 

share as we break bread and 
worship togehter at God's Table of 
Grace. You are also invited to 

share your family table prayer at 

this meal. 

Please join us for our 

next Adult Education oppor-

tunity, beginning in October 

and running for seven 

weeks. The book, Sacred 

Resistance, was written by 

Pastor Ginger Gaines-Cirelli, 

who ministers with a Meth-

odist congregation in the 

heart of Washington DC.  

In the midst of polarized 

communities and nations, 

Christians across the theological 

spectrum are seeking help with how 

to respond and lead in troubled 

times. The need for courage to speak 

out and act is ever-present, because 

every generation faces a 

new set of fears and 

trou-bles. The book can 

be ordered on Amazon 

or through our local 

book store. 

     Pastor Dan has not yet 

set a time and would like
input from you. Would 

you have any inerest in
an educational time 

between services on 

Sundays? Or on Tuesday nights at 7 

and again the following (Wednesday) 

morning at 10?  Or form small 

groups to study the book during the 

fall? 

Please contact Dan with your 

thoughts on when to do Adult Ed: 

revfowler@yahoo.com or 541-482-

3536, or text at 707-972-6378. 

New C.E. adult education opportunity: Sacred Resistance book study 

 By Gene Wright 

Come meet all your fellow 

church family and join us on Sept. 

15 at 9 a.m. to clean our church 

inside and out.  We welcome each 

and every one of you.   

Pick a spot you would like to 

see tidied up and go for it.  Bring 

gloves, favorite tools, cleaners, and 

rags.  Then plan to join us for 

fellowship and visiting during the 

break.  We finish our labors by 

noon.  See you then. 
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Reverend Dr. Rob Hagan
Ministry Relations Officer, Presbyterian Foundation. 

Rob loves to work with the church to help it flourish and 

grow through stewardship and generosity.  He works with 

pastors and church leaders to cultivate generosity and 

promote stewardship within their  congregations. 

Legacy Giving
Estate planning offers  the opportunity to 
make an enduring statement of one’s 
charitable priorities and faith.  This act of
stewardship can leave an indelible mark on 
others in the future.  It is exciting to begin 
to see the possibilities of preserving your 
passion for generations to come and bless 
those you come after you.

WHEN
September 30th 2018

After worship
Where:  Fellowship Hall

S E M I N A R
• The passion of  legacy giving, What is your

personal vision?

• The joy of  giving

• Giving now and giving later

• Later

• Wills

• IRA

• Insurance

• Now

• DAF

• Trusts

• Endowments

First Presbyterian Ashland
Pastor Hagan will preach
Lunch is included

Joyfully giving our time, talent and money to do Christ’s work:
How we view it     v How we talk about it v Where we give    v Why we give    v Ways we give

In today’s ever-evolving culture, it is important for churches to develop 
creative and comprehensive annual stewardship/generosity culture.  
Important aspects to generosity are: vision, storytelling, and year long 
stewardship emphasis.  For these programs to be most effective, they
must be able to reach across all generations and utilize a variety of 
communication approaches. I am looking forward to being with you and 
hearing your vision and excitement for FPC Ashland and its growing 
ministry. I am excited to be with you and  to participate in an interactive
workshop in which you will get hands on participation in developing a
Culture of Generosity  in the local church. I will also be available for 
individual consultation for churches  building a culture of generosity

Reverend Dr. Rob Hagan – Ministry Relations Officer, Presbyterian Foundation.

He works with pastors and church leaders to cultivate generosity and promote stewardship within their congregations. He also meets 
with donors to assist them in making gifts to support their church and other ministries.
Before joining the Foundation, Rob was serving as Pastor and Head of Staff at Kennewick First Presbyterian Church in Kennewick, 
Washington since 1990. Previously, he served in various roles at Calvary Presbyterian Church in Fresno, California, Glenkirk
Presbyterian Church in Glendora, California and Valley Community Presbyterian Church in Raleigh Hills, Oregon.

Culture of Generosity

WHEN- September 29th

2018
8:30-12:30 (Lunch 
provided)

WHERE
For More 
info-contactFirst Ashland 

Presbyterian Church.
All officers/members 
are invited

E-mail or Phone: 
509.521.5400

Or
rob.hagan@presbyterianfoun

dation.org.
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      At noon on Sept. 21, 2018, the International 

Day of Peace, the World Peace Flame will be lit 

in the Thalden Pavilion, Sustainability Center,
on the Southern Oregon University (SOU) 

campus. A  delegation from the World Peace 

Flame Founda-tion will be in Ashland for the 

lighting ceremo-ny, together with our state and 

city dignitaries.  

 This symbol of peace, unity, freedom and 
celebration aims to inspire people everywhere to 

realize that the individual plays a crucial role in creating peace at every  

level. From a few feet to less than a mile from the World Peace Flame Monu-

ment reside Walker Elementary School, Ashland Middle School, Ashland 

High School, and Southern Oregon University.  

The World Peace Flame will provide hope and inspiration to our future 

leaders, and light the hearts of all who visit it.  

      For this special Sunday, we are 

asking you to dress up in attire that 

shows your family heritage to cele-

brate World Wide Communion. 

Also that day retired Presbyteri-

an pastors 

Rev. Mark 

and Cheryl 

Goodman-

Morris will 

share  

stories 

about their 

mission of 

peace to  

Palestine 

and Israel after the 10 o’clock  

service in Calvin Hall. You’ll learn 

about the current struggle in the 

Holy Land. 

World Peace Flame ceremony to be held at SOU 

Oct. 7 is World Wide 
Communion Sunday 

Update on winter shelter plans 

• I can’t tell you much, specifically. The city and

One Site continue to look for a place that can host 

for seven nights. That is Plan A. Plan B would be 

to use Calvin Hall for three nights, and some  

other location for four. 

• At the end of this month, a contractor and

someone from One Site will be looking at Calvin 

Hall to see about putting in a fire suppression 

sprinkler system, only if it is a mandatory requirement. IF we end up 

hosting for three nights (Friday-Sunday), the funds will be raised by  

private donors through One Site and put in by contractors at NO COST to 

the church. 

• My understanding is that the Methodist Church is also considering

hosting for two nights this coming winter. 

• There is a building next to Temple Emek Shalom on East Main

(2082 E. Main), a former Baptist church which might be a possibility. The 

property has been sold, but the new owner has no plans to develop it for 

another three years. One Site and the city are looking into that as a possi-

ble location. 

• We should know more toward the beginning of September.

By Rev. Dan Fowler 

 By Gene and Marilyn Wright 

News reports of violence in 

churches have brought to our 

attention the need to be more 

aware.  Four members of our 

church have formed a committee 

to brainstorm ways we as a  

congregation can prepare  

ourselves for possible intrusion 

and safety problems.   

How do we recognize these 

issues and deal with them, hopeful-

ly protecting our congregation and 

church from harm? 

The team is in touch with local 

agencies for guidance in simple 

ways we can handle our safety.  As 

the group gets more answers, we 

will let you all know via the  

Dialogue.

Team for safety and 

security is meeting 

Ilse Forney has recently moved 

away.  Here is her new address if 

you would like to contact her.  Call 

the church office if you would like 

her new phone number.  

Ilse Forney 

2737 Forbes Ave. 

Santa Clara, CA 95051 
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Let’s See!  

Becoming Ourselves
One of the satisfactions of joining 

a church of mature adults, compared 

to one with lots of younger members, 

is learning who our fellow and sister 

parishioners have become and how 

they got there.  Younger people are 

exciting in another way: they are in 

the process of becoming themselves.  

They are so dynamic both in attain-

ing new powers and achievements 

and suffering failures and setbacks.  

I am thinking about these differ-

ences because I look forward to our 

upcoming All Church Fall Retreat. 

This sounds like it could be trans-

formative and exhilarating and no 

matter how old or young we are, if 

we are still kicking, let’s see if we can 

enjoy making significant change. 

 How should I prepare for these 

meetings?  Recently, as a Pinehurst 

school board member, I was asked to 

take the Ethical Type Indicator which 

assesses how a person resolves   

dilemmas. It identifies six styles: 

Egoism, Utilitarianism, Existential-

ism, Divine Command, Conformity 

and Deontology. Each of these  

approaches describes a valid way to 

think about specific situations.  Each 

has its strengths and weaknesses 

and each will be represented more 

or less among those of us who gather 

in late October to deliberate the 

“New Vision: who and what we are 

called to be.” 

So, accepting that we will have a 

wide variety of approaches is the 

first guideline I will try to remember. 

It will help me live up to one of my 

personal behavior guidelines. “Sam, 

you do not have to judge, control or 

be right.” This is a mantra/prayer I 

must mumble in meetings because 

often I so ache to judge, control and 

be right!  And when I do —disaster. 

With that resolution ringing in 

my head—what I should not do—I 

need to come up with a path which 

might prove a positive approach to 

the weekend. I found it by reading 

Living Buddha, Living Christ, by Thich 

Nhat Hanh. He is a Buddhist monk 

who had been a teacher for me years 

ago when I was suffering from an 

addiction to rage.   

What I learned in my reading this 

time might help us explore possible 

visions for our congregation.  Hahn 

lives in an intentional community 

where he conducts retreats. He  

suggests that for a community which 

intends to succeed at making life 

wonderful for themselves and the 

persons whom they serve, it helps to 

practice the “Six Concords.”  I have a 

deep affection for the word 

“concord.”  It is the path away from 

discord, and who wants to live there? 

We fruitfully practice the Six 

Concords by: 

1. Sharing space.

2. Sharing the essentials of daily life.

3. Observing the same precepts.

4. Using only words that contribute

to harmony.

5. Sharing our insights and under-

standing.

6. Respecting each other’s view-

points.

He does not unpack each point 

and illustrate.  He invites the reader 

to sit with these notions and give 

them attention. 

So, I will do that. Turns out I  

rated highest as an ethical 

“deontologist.”  I had to look up the 

word.  It is a person who decides 

what code of conduct will be appro-

priate for a situation which most  

respects the humanity of each  

person involved.  Once a deontolo-

gist decides to engage, then he or she 

makes up a list and follows it.  

Looks like this is who I have  

become.  Hope to see you at the  

retreat on Friday-Sunday, Oct. 26-28. 

 by Sam Alvord 

Haiku Corner 

Spiders on my yew. 

They're too tiny to matter. 

Fright for mosquitoes. 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 

All-church retreat 
weekend of Oct. 26-28 

Led by  
Renewal Ministries 

Northwest 

Save the dates! 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 – Wendy McAninch 

3 – Stella Schaaf  

4 – Sharon Laskos 

5 – Raoul Maddox 

6 – John Wren 

7 – Carolyn Johnson 

8 – Paula Fowler 

12 – Christie McQuade 

16 – Jocelyn Henderson 

16 – Robb Grover  

18 – Adele Hiles 

21 – Liz Jones 

22 – Sam Alvord 

22 – Rick Herst 

25 – Jane Ann Henderson 

26 – Judy Sockman 

27 – Nona Hoadley  

27 – Kathryn Slyt  

ANNIVERSARIES  

1 – Virginia & Lawrence King 

1 – Bill & Judy Quiett  

3 – Ed & Sharon Laskos  

8 – Barbie & John Breneiser 

12 – Susan & Jim Coghill 

14 – David & Laurel Dryland 

22 – Glenn & Barb Street  

By Debbie Miller 

       Can there be a more comforting 

and reassuring thought than that 

God has promised to be with us  

always?  That is the theme of this 

year's Presbyterian Women's bible 

study, which Eleanor Robison will 

introduce at the first meeting of the 

year on Thursday, Sept. 6.  All  

women of the church are invited to 

share a delicious dessert and inter-

esting program beginning at 1 p.m. 

in Calvin Hall. 

       At the Nov. 1 meeting of Presby-

terian Women, Heidi Binder 

(daughter of Helga and Bernie) will 

explain the origins and mission of 

the Oregon Community Foundation, 

one of the area's important charita-

ble institutions which distributes 

funds to our church from the Evans 

Memorial Trust.   

       Please mark your calendars for 

both these informative afternoons. 

Presbyterian Women program year to begin 

By Barbara Marsh 

       Westminster Circle will meet 

Sept. 20 at 10 a.m. at the home of 

Sue Sager. We will have coffee and 

refreshments while we catch up 

with the recent activities of our 

friends. Then we will begin our 

brand new nine-month Horizon  

Bible Study, written by Amy Poling 

Sutherlun, entitled "God's Prom-

ise:  I am With You." No doubt  it 

will offer us plenty of stimulus for 

great discussions together!   

       P.S.  Don't miss the Presbyterian 

Women meeting Sept. 6 in Calvin 

Hall for Eleanor’s {always great) 

introduction to our new study and 

also Shirley’s  stories about her  

recent trip to the 2018 Churchwide 

Gathering of Presbyterian Women 

in Louisville, Kentucky. 

By Marilyn Mobley 

       Elsie Nelson Circle will meet 

on Monday, Sept. 10 at the home of 

Linda Purdom to begin the study of 

our new study guide entitled "God's 

Promise, I am With You." We will 

begin reading and discussing 

Chapter 1, “God with us every-
where we are.” 

       We will meet at Talent  

Elementary's parking lot at 12:30 to 

carpool to Linda's house. For more 

information or if you would like to 

join us, call Marilyn Mobley. 

Circles to meet for socializing and study 

By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club is read-

ing a challenging book for Septem-

ber, Lincoln in the Bardo by George 

Saunders.  They will meet at Shirley 

Patton’s home at 7 p.m. on Monday, 

Sept. 24 to discuss this book. 

In searching for reviews on Good-

reads, I found a number of people 

who literally wanted to throw the 

book against a wall and be done with 

it because there are over 300 voices 

telling the story. Other reviewers 

said it was the best book they’d ever 

read. 

So, here are excerpts from one 

positive review that will, hopefully, 

give book club members the incen-

tive to tackle this difficult book. 

“How does one review a book 

such as this one? No words could 

possibly truly convey the potential 

journey a reader is embarking on 

when they open this novel. This is 

certainly nothing like any other book 

I’ve read, in concept or in style. . . .  

“Bardo is the ‘in-between place’ a 

‘transitional state,’ the period of the 

afterlife between two states, . . . a 

waiting space before you enter into 

your next phase of ‘life.’ I would say 

this applies to the bereaved, as well 

as the deceased. . . .  (cont. on page 7) 

Women’s Book Club reading Lincoln in the Bardo for September 



Dialogue  Page 7

“On Feb. 20, 1862 at 5 p.m., 

William Wallace Lincoln, the third 

son of Abraham and Mary Todd 

Lincoln, died–most likely of typhoid 

fever. Willie was eleven years old.  

“For months after Willie’s death, 

Abraham Lincoln often visited the 

crypt where Willie was interred and 

held him. This fact is the basis for the 

novel. 

“The majority of conversations in 

Lincoln in the Bardo are between the 

deceased who remain in the bardo. 

The conversations are sometimes 

more like ramblings, often more a 

cacophony than harmonious 

thoughts. Willie waits among them 

for his father’s return. Lincoln, in his 

grief, is in his own state of waiting, 

his mind unwilling to accept the real-

ity.  

“Amidst all of the conversations 

are excerpts of historical texts  

regarding Lincoln’s behavior and 

suffering. Some are letters to the 

president from grieving parents 

whose sons died in the war. Some 

are compassionate and lovely. All 

paint a picture of Lincoln’s unbeara-

ble loss.  

“I am a bit in awe of the thought 

process that went into this rather 

astounding and poignant novel. I 

loved this; despite heartbreaking 

moments, it is strangely wonderful, 

and the brilliance behind it shone 

through.” 

Book club. . . .  (continued from page 6) 

Dental mission dates moved up 
Lori Freed’s Jamaica dental  

mission trip through Great Shape Inc 

has been moved up to Sept. 20, 

which will allow son Adam to  

accompany Lori. The travel cost has 

now doubled, and they are required 

to bring 400 toothbrushes and 400 

tubes of toothpaste, along with  

dental floss, toys, sunglasses, etc. 

So now is the 

time to donate! Put 

checks (made out to 

First Presbyterian Church with 

the memo Jamaica Dental  

Mission) in the Sunday offering or 

drop off at the office.  Items can be 

left on the table in the narthex as 

well. 

Ashland Emergency Food Bank’s 
Annual Community Pie Social 

Join us for music,  conversation – and a slice of 

America’s favorite dessert! 

Sunday, October 7 – 3-5 p.m. – 560 Clover Lane, Ashland 

Celebrate the spirit of community that binds us together. 

See you for pie!  Questions?  Call AEFB at 541-488-9544 

By Karen Amarotico 

Please save the date for our 

Pasta with a Purpose dinner on 

Nov. 2 at Temple Emek Shalom. The 

money raised is to help OHRA.  

The following day is the  

Ashland Sleepout, also a fundraiser, 

that gives people a glimpse of what 

it is like to be sleeping in the cold 

(but guests who sleep out will be in 

tents, and have porta potties and 

food as well. . . unlike the homeless.  

We hope our congregation will 

support this endeavor! 

Pasta with a Purpose
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I Thessalonians 4:1-18 

A Life that Pleases God 

Finally, our friends, you learned from us how you should live in order to please 

God. This is, of course, the way you have been living. And now we beg and urge you in the 

name of the Lord Jesus to do even more. For you know the instructions we gave you by the 

authority of the Lord Jesus.  

God wants you to be holy and completely free from sexual immorality. Each of you should know how to 

live with your wife in a holy and honorable way, not with a lustful desire, like the heathen who do not know 

God. In this matter, then, none of you should do wrong to other Christians or take advantage of them. We have 

told you this before, and we strongly warned you that the Lord will punish those who do that. God did not call us 

to live in immorality, but in holiness.  

So then, whoever rejects this teaching is not rejecting a human being, but God, who gives you his Holy 

Spirit. There is no need to write you about love for each other. You yourselves have been taught by God how you 

should love one another. And you have, in fact, behaved like this toward all the believers in all of Macedonia.  

So we beg you, our friends, to do even more. Make it your aim to live a quiet life, to mind your own busi-

ness, and to earn your own living, just as we told you before.  In this way you will win the respect of those who are 

not believers, and you will not have to depend on anyone for what you need. 

The Lord's Coming 

Our friends, we want you to know the truth about those who have died, so that you will not be sad, as are 

those who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will take back with 

Jesus those who have died believing in him. 

What we are teaching you now is the Lord's teaching: we who are alive on the day the Lord comes will not 

go ahead of those who have died. There will be the shout of command, the archangel's voice, the sound of God's 

trumpet, and the Lord himself will come down from heaven. Those who have died believing in Christ will rise to 

life first; then we who are living at that time will be gathered up along with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 

the air. And so we will always be with the Lord. So then, encourage one another with these words. 

By David Hall 

The First Presbyterian Men's 

Book Club is currently reading Anni-

hilation by Jeff Venderveer for our 

September meeting.  We will meet at 

Smithfield's Pub ‘n’ Pies at 5:45 p.m. 

on Thursday, Sept. 13 to discuss this 

book. 

Our November book will be The 

Stranger in the Woods by Michael 

Finkel. This is a story about a hermit 

who lived in rural Maine for 27 

years; it kind of covers the story 

where Bill Bryson’s A Walk in the 

Woods leaves off. We will meet at 

Smithfield's Pub ‘n’ Pies at 5:45 p.m. 

on Wednesday, Nov. 7 to discuss this 

book. 

Our January book will be Until 

the Last Arrow by Percy Booth. This 

was recommended by Ron and is 

turning out to be very good.  It covers 

the time period between a couple 

books we’ve already read: Astoria 

and Ship of Gold. There’s only one 

copy of this book at the library, so 

reserve it soon and try to read it  

early because copies on the web are 

currently running about $30. Meet-

ing date TBD. 

Men’s Book Club reading, meeting, eating — every other month 

September Bible verses 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 
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By Daniel José Camach, Associate Web 

Editor,  8-17-2018 

Both the Protestant and Roman 

Catholic worlds have been rocked in 

the past couple of weeks by news 

involving abuse and sexual miscon-

duct. Willow Creek Community 

Church, one of the first churches to 

popularize the megachurch model, 

became the Protestant epicenter 

when more allegations of sexual  

harassment about its founder came 

to light. And six Catholic dioceses are 

now the Roman Catholic epicenter 

after an 884-page grand jury report 

revealed a massive cover-up in which 

priests abused at least 1,000, and 

likely many more, children over a 

period of 70 years. 

It’s safe to say that Christianity is 

experiencing a patriarchal crisis. Or, 

as Catholic writer Kaya Oakes put it: 

“Basically, it all boils down to this: 

yes, you can blame the patriarchy.” 

All of this is evil. And I also believe 

it’s important to name this evil and 

identify the particular ways in which 

it manifests. 

Abuse scandals in churches are 

not new but the scale and details of 

these particular cases are harrowing. 

Bill Hybels, the founder and former 

senior pastor of Willow Creek alleg-

edly instructed a church administra-

tor to purchase and watch porno-

graphic videos with him — while he 

was dressed in a bathrobe — for the 

intended purpose of research. 

Among the disturbing details in the 

Pennsylvania report, there are  

stories about one priest raping a  

7-year-old girl after visiting her in 

the hospital, and another about a 

priest forcing a 9-year-old to give 

him oral sex and then “rinsing out 

the boy’s mouth with holy water to 

purify him.” 

Elizabeth Bruenig, columnist at 

the Washington Post, wrote “Evil is 

real, and it walked the earth in Penn-

sylvania. It entered through our 

church doors.” 

I agree. All of this is evil. And I 

also believe it’s important to name 

this evil and identify the particular 

ways in which it manifests. In both  

of these cases, the abuse took place 

in environments dominated by men 

with inordinate power and little  

accountability. 

The board of elders at Willow 

Creek consisted of volunteers who 

were often approved by Bill Hybels 

himself. Before the New York Times 

report this month, the congregation 

was confronted by reports from 

the Chicago Tribune and Christianity 

Today that revealed Hybels had been 

accused by several women over the 

span of multiple decades. Instead of 

facing consequences, Hybels received 

a standing ovation from the congre-

gation. 

It’s time for Christian leaders and 

members to own up to the patriar-

chal crisis that churches are experi-

encing. 

In the Pennsylvania report, it’s 

clear that the church hierarchy  

enabled and covered up the abuse. 

The report summarizes: “Priests 

were raping little boys and girls, and 

the men of God who were responsi-

ble for them not only did nothing, 

they hid it all. For decades. Mon-

signors, auxiliary bishops, bishops, 

archbishops, cardinals have mostly 

been protected; many, including 

some named in this report, have 

been promoted.” In many instances, 

church leaders wrote sympathetic 

letters to abusers while showing  

little to no sympathy to the victims. 

It’s time for Christian leaders and 

members to own up to the patriar-

chal crisis that churches are experi-

encing. When the book of Genesis 

describes the fallen, sinful nature of 

humanity, it names the specific curse 

of oppressive male domination. 

To simply chalk these instances 

up to sin in the abstract misses the 

ways in which sin has become  

enfleshed in hierarchical church 

structures led by men with little  

accountability. It also lets men and 

male religious leaders off the hook. If 

we can understand this, then 

perhaps we can think about steps for 

moving forward. 

Article from Sojourner’s Magazine 

Christianity is experiencing a patriarchal crisis 



electronic
giving

WE NOW OFFER

Or scan this code with your
mobile device to get started!

Just visit our church 
website and look for 

the "Give Online" 
under contact us.

To Sign Up:

allows the church to more effectively 
communicate and engage with each family 
member

increases the efficiency of processing offerings 
and accounting, and allows the church to 
accurately evaluate financial planning

eliminates the need for paper checks and the 
processing fees that come with them

HOW DOES IT HELP OUR CHURCH?
myEoffering is easy, convenient, and safe - it 
uses the latest encryption technologies to 
protect your private information

allows you to give any amount, at any time - from 
home or on the road - from your computer or 
mobile device

stop writing checks or scrambling to go to 
the ATM on Sunday morning; keep consistent 
stewardship, even if you are sick or on vacation

HOW DOES IT BENEFIT ME?

puts all your offering numbers at your fingertips 
so you can easily print receipts, track pledges, 
and print reports for your taxes with one click

allows you to send a one-time special offering 
or set-it-and-forget-it for your weekly and/or 
monthly offerings

engages younger generations and 
encourages consistent stewardship

takes advantage of technology to help 
our church spread the Word of God

myEoffering brings the offering
plate into the 21st century

What is myEoffering?

Sign up today at our church website: www.firstpresashland.org

myEoffering
myEoffering
myEoffering

myEoffering

myEoffering

myEoffering

myEoffering

myEoffering

myEoffering

myEoffering
myEoffering

myEoffering



Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1

2 3 Labor Day 4 5 6 7 8
Office Closed 1pm Presbyterian Women

11:30-Fall Planning Team

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Birthday Sunday 9:30 Admin & Finance 2:30pm Deacons 11am Membership Meeting

1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 9-Noon Work Day
5pm B & G 5:45pm Men's Book Club

New Member Class
16 17 18 19 20  Dialogue Entries Due 21 22
Peace Pole dedications Peace Flame comes to 

10am Westminster Cirlce Ashland
11:30 Session

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
8am Combined Service 10am Dialogue Folding
with potluck 7pm Women's Book Club 8:30am Culture of Genorsity

Workshop with Rob Hagan
30
Rev. Dr. Rob Hagan

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat          Realtors Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am         Thurs
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri          OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm 1st & 3rd Tues
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat          OLLI Watercolor Nursery 10am-1pm Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon          OLLI Logic Group Small Meeting Room 12pm-1pm Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri          OLLI Dream Group Small Meeting Room 10am-11am Fri

OLLI Dinner Theater Group Nursery 1pm-3pm      Mon, Wed - Fri

Weekly Building Schedule

Susan Vacation Susan Conference



 

First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 626 
Ashland, OR 97520 
Return service requested 
Dated material 

 First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker       Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch 

Treasurer: Trish Styer pfcashland@gmail.com  

Ruling Elders on Session: Jill Turner, Linda Purdom, Jim Holloway, John Sager, Elaine Morgan, John Wren  

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons: Gail Johnson, Ruth Ralls, Rick Herst, Wendy Ray, Judi Quiett, Sook -Ja Hansen, Katy Slyt 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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