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Responding to the suffering around us 

(continued on page 2) 

Horrific. Devastating. Over-

whelming.  

Those are the emotions that 

came to me as I drove through what 

was left of Talent and Phoenix for 

the first time this past week. I went 

through mobile home parks and saw 

pile after pile of twisted, melted  

metal––all homes destroyed in those 

parks. I saw what was left of houses, 

businesses, and communities. I saw 

people looking shocked and heart 

broken, sifting through the rubble.  

I was reminded of Paul’s passage 

in 1 Corinthians 12:26, “If one  

member of the body suffers, all suffer 

together with it.”  There is so much 

suffering in those communities, 

which are part of our Rogue Valley 

community.  

The other passage that came to 

mind as I drove around was from 

Isaiah. ”If you satisfy the needs of the 

afflicted, then your light shall rise in 

the darkness and your gloom 

shall be like the noonday. . . . 

Your ruins shall be rebuilt; you 

shall raise up the foundations 

of many generations; you shall 

be called the repairer of the 

breach, the restorer of streets 

to live in.” (Isaiah 58:10,12)  

        There is so much loss, so 

much damage, so much to  

restore. Driving around, I felt 

overwhelmed, yet I knew we 

as a church, as part of this communi-

ty in the Rogue Valley, must  

respond. What then can we do? 

First, we can give financially. To 

date, our special offering for the 

United Way Fire Relief Fund has  

totaled around $4,300. Thank you so 

much for your generous giving! This 

fund is being built up to help with 

the mid- to long-term issues for folks 

who will rebuild. It would be great if 

we can get up to the $5,000 mark. If 

you have not yet given to the fund, 

there is still time. Please make your 

checks payable to the church (FPC), 

send them to P.O. Box 626, and mark 

“Fire Relief” in the memo section. 

Next, please pray. Pray for those 

who have lost so much. I would ask 

you to pray especially for Gail  

Johnson and for Dick and Alice  

Welton--both of whom lost their 

homes and have moved  (new  

addresses on page 7). Pray also for 

Kathy Sager’s mom who lost every-

thing in the fire. Pray for the first 

responders. Both Police Chief Tighe 

O’Meara and Division Fire Chief 

Chris Chambers are in my Rotary 

Club. They have been working on 

little sleep for weeks and described 

this experience as a “horrific career 

event.” Those first responders are 

exhausted, in shock, and still work-

ing.  Prayer helps us to remember 

those who are suffering. Prayer also 

helps others. Author and Theologian 

Anne Lamott wrote, “And as it turns 

out, if one person is praying for you, 

buckle up. Things can happen.” 

In addition to the above items,  

I want to encourage you to express 

your feelings and fears to someone.  

I spent a few days feeling a bit of  

survivor’s guilt, thinking to myself, 

“If the wind had shifted, it would 

have been my home, my city of  

Ashland that could’ve been lost.” I’m 

also a bit more tense then I normally 

am, a little short tempered. Recog-

nizing the feelings I have helps me to 

deal with them in hopefully good 

and constructive ways. I am availa-

ble to listen and pray with you. 

Finally, ask God to use us, to  

direct our congregation how to use 

our hands to actively, physically help 

and respond in hope. This tragic fire 

will be shaping our local mission and 

ministry for years to come. Down 
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The Dialogue 
  Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles 

are welcome for the November issue. Please submit by Thursday,  

Oct.  22 .  Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com                                       

 Marcia Hunter, editor 

(continued from page one) 

Responding. . . .  

the road, over the months and next 

few years, there will be opportuni-

ties to build homes, to come along-

side our sister Presbyterian church 

in Phoenix to help people reclaim 

their lives—to, in effect, repair the 

breach and restore streets to live 

in. 

God be with us all as we seek to 

be bearers of hope and love to so 

many in need.  

In Christ, 
 

What’s happening this month at virtual church? 
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

 IS OCT. 4.  

Pastor 

Dan is look-

ing for items 

from around 

the globe to 

decorate our 

communion 

table for this 

special  

Sunday. If 

you have fabric or other items from 

a particular culture you would be 

willing to share, please let Dan 

know: revfowler@yahoo.com, 541-

482-3536. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE TO RETURN 

We will try passing the peace 

in a new way, beginning sometime 

in October. You can send Dan short 

videos of yourselves saying, “The 

Peace of Christ be with you.” Then 

we will put them into our worship 

service broadcasts. This will allow 

you to see some smiling faces from 

our congregation.  

You can send a video to Dan on 

Facebook Messenger. Alternately, 

Dan may come around and film 

you at home, especially for those 

who don’t have much access to 

technology.☺ 

WE’RE TINKERING WITH OUR 

WORSHIP FORMAT 

Look for a new form of worship 

on You Tube soon. We will be  

trying a new program which inte-

grates the PowerPoint presenta-

tions right into the camera (as you 

saw in the Bethany Grants Pass 

broadcast). We hope this will make 

it easier for you to see words and 

the music for hymns. 
 

VIRTUAL PULPIT EXCHANGE 2.0 

Rev. Murray Richmond from 

Medford First Presbyterian Church 

will be leading our worship on  

Sunday, Oct. 11. We understand 

that some of you do not use the 

email link we send out, and we are 

working on additional ways to 

connect you for this virtual pulpit 

exchange. 

NEW SERMON SERIES : 

“THE WISDOM OF PROVERBS” 

Pastor Dan  will be preaching a 

six-week series from the book of 

Proverbs beginning in mid-October  

and taking us up to Advent, which 

begins on Nov. 29.  

Topics include, “Becoming Wise,” 

“Anger Management,” “Why We 

Give,” and “Seeking Wisdom in the 

Instant Information Age.” 

PLANNING TEAMS RETURNING 

We are looking for people to help 

us plan for Advent, the Advent Fair 

and Christmas Eve worship. Clearly 

we cannot do what we have done in 

past years due to Covid-19.   

However, perhaps we can try 

some new approaches to old tradi-

tions? If you would like to be part of 

our efforts, please contact the church 

office or Pastor Dan. As of now, the 

meetings would be virtual ones on 

Zoom. 
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OHRA to rent Cavin Hall for winter shelter 
Session has approved OHRA 

(Options for Helping Residents of 

Ashland) to be in Calvin Hall (both 

upstairs and down) from Nov. 1–

March 31.  

They will sign a lease and pay 

the church $5,500 per month, as 

well as paying for their share of util-

ities and garbage service.  This  

income will greatly help us in our 

rental income shortfall.  

The shelter will be run the same 

as it has for the last two seasons– 

behavior based, and guests will have 

their own bed for the entire season 

while working on getting their lives 

back together with the help of OHRA 

staff. Last year, 19 guests were able 

to find housing and 15 found  

employment.  

Shelter guests will practice  

social distancing, and beds will be 

separated by barriers to block the 

spread of Covid-19.  

The church will have the oppor-

tunity to cook dinner for shelter 

guests once a week. If you would 

like to be part of this important  

ministry, please contact Kathy 

Sager, who will be our meal coordi-

nator. Her contact information is 

available through the church office. 

It’s that time 
of year again. . . 

Your continued financial support 

has been a real blessing to us this 

year! You’ve been faithfully pledging, 

and it helps us continue our ministry 

to the community and world.  

Please begin to prayerfully  

consider what you can give to the 

church for a pledge in the coming 

year, 2021. Look for a stewardship 

letter and pledge card in the mail 

sometime in mid-October. 

By Cathy Gerbracht 

The Safe Parking program at 

First Presbyterian is an important 

mission, helping people in need by 

allowing them a temporary parking 

place.  

By January 2020 your Safe Park-

ing Committee (SPC) had been in  

existence for about six months, and 

we had established some processes 

with the help of a Google phone  

number, a central Gmail account that 

could store communications and 

parking agreements, as well as a  

central calendar for all to see.  We 

were allowing up to three parkers, as 

permitted by the City of Ashland, and 

each of the four committee members 

took turns hosting for two weeks. 

When Covid hit, the City of  

Ashland— in an effort to help those 

who were homeless and having diffi-

culty “sheltering in place” for an  

entire day (let alone for weeks at a 

time) —decided to allow houses of 

worship participating in the Safe 

Parking program to increase the 

number of parkers to six, AND the 

parkers could “shelter in place” 24 

hours a day. Session quickly  

approved the new protocol since the 

office was closed, there were no AA 

meetings, etc. 

We have had a couple of parkers 

for several months now. There are 

two women who have been working 

with OHRA to find permanent hous-

ing, and they are delightful and easy 

guests, so we have extended their 30 

day permits several times. Other 

parkers have come and gone, but 

largely they all appreciate the ability 

to park and camp without hassle.  

Recently we have accepted two RVs 

as parkers, since we have the room. 

Each RV houses a couple who are 

trying to get on their feet. I met one 

of the gentlemen a couple of weeks 

ago and was struck by his quiet, 

meek, and grateful attitude, even as 

he told me about a man pounding on 

his door in the middle of the night 

demanding a blanket. 

It is hard living on the street, 

even at times in our parking lot, and 

with the recent fire disaster there are 

even more people who now have 

nothing. I am so grateful that this 

church is willing to help those in 

need, and I’m also thankful for the 

support we have received from the 

Ashland Police Department when 

outsiders have tried to make things 

difficult for our parkers and neigh-

bors. This is a special community, 

and your continued support and 

prayers for those who are temporari-

ly calling our parking lot home are 

deeply appreciated. 

Safe Parking provided for those in need: a community mission 
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Let’s See 

Whose fault is it? 

“We are all responsible to all for 

everything.”   Dostoyevsky, The 

Brothers Karamazov 

Do you agree with the Russian 

novelist’s statement? 

It sure clashes with the idea of 

personal responsibility.   

It also obliterates the practices of 

shaming and blaming.   

This is not a truth taught in most 

elementary schools in the United 

States. In the novel, a Russian Ortho-

dox monk says it to the rest of the 

monks in their monastery in the late 

19th century.  

I read it first in 1980 with my 

college students, most of whom were 

born into families who attended 

Christian churches.  Some did not see 

how it could be true.  Many of them 

hoped it was. In those days we start-

ed to speak of shame-based child 

rearing as destructive. 

 It took about ten years of teach-

ing this novel every year before I  

began to believe it. Now it makes 

much more sense to me than any 

attempt to respond to very good 

events or horrible ones by either 

heaping praise or piling on blame 

and shame. 

I think it is a very profound truth, 

and I think Jesus taught it.  It is the 

answer to the question:  “Am I my 

brother or sister’s keeper?” 

We did not lose our home in the 

fires of last week. We did not light 

the match or control the wind that 

turned a spark into a hurricane of 

flames. How are we responsible? 

We share the planet.  We pray 

every week: “Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth. . . . “  We love 

and try to support our neighbors. We 

pay taxes and share roads and water, 

electricity, the media, the economic 

and mercantile markets.  We cooper-

ate in the means of healing, educat-

ing, transporting, feeding and shel-

tering. We all share a preexisting 

condition, an appointment with 

death.   

When we react to tragedy by  

assigning blame or to achievement 

by selecting a most valuable person, 

it gives the lie to Dostoyevsky’s  

sentence, 

which  

is often 

summed up 

with the word: solidarity.  You  

remember that as the name of the 

party in Poland which out-muscled  

the headlock the old Soviet Union 

had on that nation. 

“Solidarity in sin” is another way 

the Orthodox Monk talks about each 

person’s status in the world. He  

complements it with the conviction 

that we are all one in experiencing 

grace. 

I have found so many examples 

of people rejecting shame and blame 

or isolated praise ever since Covid-

19 ruined our year and then again in 

response to the inferno and the 

smoke.  Instead they rushed to help! 

This is to say that we are all in 

the same canoe. Yelling “Your end is 

sinking! It’s all your fault” does not 

help to right the boat. Solidarity in 

suffering and solidarity in recovering 

is the way of the Cross. 

 

The Peace and Global Witness 

Offering on Sunday, Oct. 4, World  

Communion Sunday, brings people 

together around the world. 

Peacemaking is active, not  

passive. And in this season of peace 

the church seeks reconciliation, 

building God’s house of peace where 

all are welcome. 

Here in our community, our  

support for the United Way Fire  

Relief Fund is aided by your gifts. 

In Baltimore, the Hunting Ridge 

Presbyterian Church used their share 

of the offering to promote anti-

violence programs in their schools. 

The Central Presbyterian Church 

in Dayton, Ohio, used their share to 

send a delegate to the World Presby-

terian Peace Fellowship in Colombia. 

The Presbytery of the Pacific  

supports vulnerable community  

members in the Los Angeles area. 

Our gifts to this offering have 

helped to end the forced conscription 

of child soldiers, end gender-based 

violence, seek nuclear disarmament, 

end hunger, and promote peace in 

Africa.  

Through our gifts, we are part of 

all these efforts. Let us offer the 

peace of Christ in all ways. 

To contribute, please send your 

check to the church office.  Thank 

you! 

 
Offering promotes peace around the world 

By Sam Alvord 



Dialogue 

By Marcia Hunter, clerk 

Sunday attendance figures 

showed the number of playbacks 

online averaged 63, with nine addi-

tional attendees in person.   

Jill Turner reported that we are 

in good financial shape at the end of 

August (pledged income at 73%), 

even with lower use fees . On the cost 

side, building maintenance costs are 

down because no major projects are 

underway and utilities costs are low-

er. We are $23,000 ahead for the 

year. Session agreed that we should 

spend some of our money for  

mission (especially helping the  

community at the holidays) and 

deferred maintenance.  

Shirley Patton presented a  

moving statement in favor of putting 

up a Black Lives Matter flag at church 

(below).  Session unanimously  

approved this idea and also agreed 

we should put up other signs with a 

similar message.  

The Finance Committee brought 

a request from OHRA to rent Calvin 

Hall (see page 3). Session was unani-

mously in favor, as this supports our  

mission.  Volunteers will need to sort 

and remove and/or store our posses-

sions until we are back in Calvin Hall 

again. 

Session decided to donate our 

summer team mission funds ($500) 

to Jackson County United Way fire 

relief fund.  

We received congratulations 

from Brian Heron, Presbyter for  

Vision and Mission, on our 144th 

church anniversary.  Also, Rev. Dan 

performed a wedding for Sean  

Cleveland and Janell Melgoza on 

Sept. 12. 

September session meeting notes 

By Shirley Patton 

Among our core values on our web page is: We put 

faith into action through mission and  

support of social justice and peace. I think 

the act of displaying the flag on church 

property would support social justice. 

The Black Lives Matter (BLM) move-

ment is focused on the injustices experi-

enced primarily by black men when  

confronted by the justice systems across 

our country. With cell phones, body and 

security cameras ubiquitous in our society, 

we see photos and videos in our homes that make us 

confront realities we’d rather not know about. Our eyes 

open to police brutality and racially motivated violence 

against Black men.  

Over the last few years several situations have  

captured the attention of the White public, such as the 

deaths of Trayvon Martin in Florida, Michael Brown in 

Ferguson, Missouri and most recently the agonizing last 

minutes of life of George Floyd in Minneapolis. A visit to 

Ashland’s Railroad Park to see the art installation there 

reveals the names of many, many victims—women as 

well as men—whose lives have been taken because their 

skin was black. 

We would love to have more diversity of all kinds in 

our church family. Displaying a BLM flag won’t make 

that happen, but it will show where our hearts are. We 

have a lot  of work to do in understanding racism and  

changing the laws and policies and culture that for so 

many years have made this a “black  

problem” rather than a human problem. I 

pray the time has finally come to make 

changes that have a positive outcome for 

black lives. 

      Dan, Adrienne Simmons, Dennis 

Slattery and I are going to participate in 

a study program that addresses racism 

from Ecumenical Common Ground  

Ministries in Oregon entitled “Reckoning 

with Race.” We haven’t convened yet, so I have a lot to  

learn there. But for several months I have been attend-

ing a group called, “Deconstructing Whiteness--A Learn-

ing Space.” There with the use of writings and videos 

from people of color, we white people work to educate 

each other about white privilege.  We become aware of 

the systems and institutional structures that have made 

life more difficult for the Black community as well as for 

indigenous and brown people.   

It’s hard work, but good work for followers of an 

inclusive, loving God. I had two Black Lives Matter signs 

planted—one at each end of my driveway. One was  

stolen soon after I put it up. The other one was knocked 

down but restored by a neighbor. It is still standing. I 

hope you’ll agree that a flag would be a good addition to 

our church campus. With session guidance, I would be 

honored to purchase a flag for our church. Thank you. 

Why it’s important to fly a Black Lives Matter flag at church 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

16 – Barbara Marsh  

17 – Caroline Kirkman 

22 – Jill Turner 

26 – Joanne Costantino 

30 – Denise Deneaux 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

9 – Lynn and Steve Fain 

26 – Carol and David Horton 

Presbyterian Women creating virtual 

programs for connections during pandemic 

PW Birthday Offering 

2020 Recipients Named 

By Shirley Patton 

Because PW didn’t meet this 

spring the traditional Birthday Offer-

ing was not received, so the Coordi-

nating Team decided to send $250 

from the treasury which will be  

added to gifts from individuals.  The  

recipients will use funds to expand 

current mission projects.  

Through the Birthday Offering 

we are able to join churches across 

the country in assistance to these 

mission projects.  If you feel called to 

help out, send checks to Darlene 

Saunders, PW treasurer, at the 

church office. Put “Birthday Offer-

ing” in the memo. Thank you! 

The only overseas program this 

year is in Davydoro, Russia, to help 

with an assisted living facility for 

adults with special needs.   

The national programs are: GAP 

Ministries of Augusta, GA for  

enhanced accessibility and building 

renovations, a Saturday worship 

space for the working poor, and  

expanded health assistance; Commu-

nity Presbyterian Child Learning 

Center of Payson, Arizona to build a 

modern center for infants and  

pre-school children; and Liberty 

Community Church in Minneapolis, 

the first and only African-American-

led Presbyterian congregation in 

Minnesota, as they focus on support-

ive housing, work force develop-

ment, access to healthy food, school 

initiatives and care for survivors of 

trauma and sexual exploitation. 

 

Presbyterian Women Suggest 

Prayer Pals for “Covid Time” 

By Shirley Patton 

The PW coordinating team met 

in early September to consider  

programming in this strange season.   

We agreed that with so many 

Zoom meetings, PW would like to try 

something a little simpler. We miss 

seeing each other in real life. So 

we’re inviting everyone interested 

to be matched with a prayer pal,  

especially someone you don’t  

already know very well.  You two 

will decide how to proceed.  The 

thought is that we will keep in touch 

by phone with our new Prayer Pal 

until we are worshipping together. 

Shortly after the shut down, 

Younghee Kim and I were talking on 

the phone. The rapid changes in the 

life of the community were disori-

enting. Although we didn’t know 

each other well, we had often  

exchanged pleasantries after  

worship. I can’t remember what led 

to this, but before the conversation 

was over, we had agreed to pray  

together each day for 15 minutes, 

usually noon to 12:15 . Almost every 

day, in our separate life walks, we 

prayed for each other, our families 

and friends, our country, the world 

community, and our beautiful but 

stressed planet.  Every few weeks 

we check in by phone. It has been a 

blessing.   

The coordinating team (Barbara 

Marsh, Joanne Costantino, Debbie 

Miller, Darlene Saunders, Sue Sager 

and Shirley Patton) thinks it is an 

idea worth sharing with the whole 

church family. If you would like a 

Prayer Pal, let us know and we’ll set 

you up!  

Share Your Stories of These 

Past Months 

By Shirley Patton 

Thanks to a suggestion from 

Meghan McGuire, one of Barb’s 

dear granddaughters, Presbyteri-

an Women is looking for stories of 

hope, resilience, struggle and  

insight from these past months of 

disease and reduced human  

contact.  We agree with Meghan 

that there is a rich vein to be 

mined.  

Please share a story with us.  

It can be in any form you like-- 

long narrative, correspondence, 

haiku (Robb?), or anything in  

between. 

 Please place them in an enve-

lope marked “Story Project” and 

leave them in the PW box in the 

office.  Thank you! 
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Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of the Cascades 
2020 Fall Gathering 

October 10, 2020 - 10 a.m. to noon 
Virtual gathering via Zoom 

 

Disaster Preparedness: Are you ready? Were you ready? 

 Rebecca Jewel, Certified Trainer for disaster preparation will lead us in a look at the  

chaos that follows a disaster and what we can do as individuals and worshipping communities to 

mitigate the damage. Disaster Preparation happens because we hear a call from God to reduce the 

suffering caused by disaster.  

 This gathering will be held via the Zoom meeting app which can be accessed by computer, laptop,  

tablet or telephone. 

· A link will be sent a day or two before the gathering to all those currently on our email address 
list. If you have not been receiving emails from PWP, please contact Rebecca Jewel at  
rojewel@gmail.com to have your address included.  

· There will be a time to ask questions an share your “seeds of hope.”  
· Please share this information with others. There is no reservation but we do need an email ad-

dress in order to send the meeting link. 
 The Coordinating Team of Cascades PWP has donated $1000 to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Any 

additional funds donated for the Fall Gathering will also be sent for disaster recovery in the PNW. If you would 

like to donate, please send your check made out to Cascades Presbyterian Women to Mary Lou Williams, 

14601 NW 26th Ave,  Vancouver WA 98685 or donate through the Cascades Presbytery website: https://

www.cascadespresbytery.org/ 

By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club moved 

its September selection to October 

due to book availability.  As  

explained last month in the Dialogue, 

we are reading Ibram X. Kendi’s new 

bestseller, How to Be an Antirac-

ist, what the New York Times calls 

“the most courageous book to date 

on the problem of race in the West-

ern mind.” 

We will meet to discuss this book on 

Monday, Oct. 26. Since we are meet-

ing outside at church, we decided to 

meet at 4 o’clock instead of the usual 

7 p.m., so please mark your calendar 

for the new time. 

The September book which we 

substituted was God Help the Child  

by Pulitzer and Nobel Prize winning 

author Toni Morrison.   

New addresses 
 

Bea Payton 

Montana Meadows Apt 102 

201 East Montana Ave 

Las Cruces, NM 88005 

 
 

Dick and Alice Welton 

822 Golf View Dr., Apt 337 

Medford, OR 97504-9662 

 
 

Gail Johnson 

1170 N.W. Shadywood St. 

McMinnville, OR 97128 

(temporary address) 

From the desk of  

Susan Coghill: 
I am taking my bereavement 

leave Oct 5–16, and I will need 

volunteers to answer the phone 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs-

day of both weeks from 9-noon 

(Oct. 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, and 15).  

Please call or email the office 

with the dates when you can 

help.  Thanks. 

Women’s Book Club to read How to Be an Antiracist 
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October  Bible verses  submitted by Debbie Miller 
Jeremiah 31:1-14 

“At that time,”  

declares the Lord, 

“I will be the God  

of all the families of Israel, and they 

will be my people.” 

This is what the Lord says: “The 

people who survive the sword will 

find favor in the wilderness; I will 

come to give rest to Israel.” 

The Lord appeared to us in the 

past, saying: “I have loved you with 

an everlasting love; I have drawn 

you with unfailing kindness. I  

will build you up again, and you,  

Virgin Israel, will be rebuilt. Again 

you will take up your timbrels and 

go out to dance with the joyful. Again 

you will plant vineyards on the hills 

of Samaria; the farmers will plant 

them and enjoy their fruit. There will 

be a day when watchmen cry out on 

the hills of Ephraim, ‘Come, let us go 

up to Zion, to the Lord our God.’” 

 This is what the Lord says: 

“Sing with joy for Jacob; shout for 

the foremost of the nations. Make 

your praises heard, and say, ‘Lord, 

save your people, the remnant of 

Israel.’ 

“See, I will bring them from the 

land of the north and gather them 

from the ends of the earth. Among 

them will be the blind and the lame, 

expectant mothers and women in 

labor; a great throng will return. 

They will come with weeping; they 

will pray as I bring them back. 

“I will lead them beside streams 

of water on a level path where they 

will not stumble, because I am  

Israel’s father, and Ephraim is my 

firstborn son. 

“Hear the word of the Lord, you 

nations; proclaim it in distant 

coastlands: ‘He who scattered Israel 

will gather them and will watch over 

his flock like a shepherd.’  

“For the Lord will deliver Jacob 

and redeem them from the hand of 

those stronger than they. They will 

come and shout for joy on the 

heights of Zion; they will rejoice in 

the bounty of the Lord—the grain, 

the new wine and the olive oil, the 

young of the flocks and herds. 

“They will be like a well-watered 

garden, and they will sorrow no 

more. Then young women will dance 

and be glad, young men and old as 

well. I will turn their mourning into 

gladness; I will give them comfort 

and joy instead of sorrow. I will  

satisfy the priests with abundance, 

and my people will be filled with my 

bounty,” declares the Lord. 

It is with sad hearts that we note 

the passing of Raoul Maddox on 

Sept. 21. Our thoughts and prayers 

are with his family in this time of 

grieving. A memorial service will be  

announced at a later date. 

We also send condolences and 

prayers to our office manager, Susan 

Coghill, whose husband Jim died on 

Sept. 8. 

 

Dear Lord, today I thought of the words of Vincent van Gogh: “It is  

true there is an ebb and flow, but the sea remains the sea.”  

You are the sea. Although I experience many ups and downs in my 

emotions and often feel great shifts and changes in my inner life, you  

remain the same. Your sameness is not the sameness of a rock, but the 

sameness of a faithful lover. Out of your love I came to life, by your love  

I am sustained, and to your love I am always called back. There are days  

of sadness and days of joy, there are feelings of guilt and feelings of grati-

tude, there are moments of failure and moments of success, but all of  

them are embraced by your unwavering love. 

O Lord, sea of love and goodness, let me not fear too much the storms 

and winds of my daily life, and let me know there is ebb and flow but the 

sea remains the sea.  

Amen.                                                                     Submitted by Carol Horton 

You are the Sea   By Henri Nouwen  
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Season’s End 

A reflection on the September 11th 

attacks—but with a universal 

theme still appropriate for our  

current struggles—-from Forward 

Day by Day Publications 

The vine winds around  

the fragile white phlox. 

A jungle snake, 

Climbing toward the blue sky, 

Choking that healthy life 

To save its own. 

But autumn approaches, 

And all will die back, 

Weed and flower alike. 

 

Protestant and Catholic, 

Arab and Jew, 

Black and White, 

Rich and Poor. 

Weeds and Flowers. 

Dying back knows no politics, 

No geography, 

No color, 

No faith, 

No difference. 

Dying back is what is. 

 

But even now, 

Below the surface 

Roots push forth shoots 

Seeds of hope persist. 

Dying back brings a new season. 

Submitted by Carol Horton 

Haiku of the month    By Robb Grover 
 

Picnic in peril, 

yellow jackets hovering. 

Flee, saying mean words. 

You'll Never Walk Alone 

When you walk through a storm, 

Hold your head up high, 

And don't be afraid of the dark. 

At the end of a storm 

There's a golden sky 

And the sweet silver song of a lark. 

Walk on through the wind, 

Walk on through the rain, 

Though your dreams be tossed and blown. 

Walk on, walk on, 

With hope in your heart, 

And you'll never walk alone. 

You'll never walk alone. 

These are the lyrics to Laurie Ann’s moving postlude Sept. 13 during the  
special prayer service for fire victims.  By Oscar Hammerstein II. 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
10am Streaming Worship 
11am Zoom Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3

4 World Communion Sunday 5 6 7 8 9 10
2:30pm Finance on Zoom 10am PW Fall Gathering

via Zoom

5pm Deacons on Zoom

11 12         Columbus Day 13 14 15 16 17
Pulpit Exchange - Office Closed 5:30pm Session via Zoom
First Pres Medford

5pm B & G on Zoom
Dan off

18 19 20 21 22  Dialogue Entries Due 23 24
Stewardship Campaign begins

25  Redemption Sunday 26 27 28 29 30 31

4pm Women's Book Club

Overeaters Anonymous Fireside Room 12pm-1pm         Mon
Overeaters Anonymous Fireside Room 7pm-8pm           Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri

Weekly Building Schedule

Susan on bereavement leave

Susan on bereavement leave

                                              



 

First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 626 
service requested 
Dated material 

First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker       Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net  Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch wendy@mcanin.ch 

Treasurer: Jill Turner jillbturner73@gmail.com 

Ruling Elders on Session: Elaine Morgan, Jim Holloway, John Wren, Sam Alvord, Tammy Hald, Dennis Slattery, Cathy Gerbracht 

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Deacons:  Denise Deneaux, Gail Johnson, Shirley Patton, Pat Alvord, Debbie Miller, Ruth Ralls, Rick Herst, Paul Lewis 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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