
Volume 59, No. 10                          October, 2019

  

 

Many of you are aware of our 

congregational commitment to be a 

“Matthew 25” congregation, in  

accordance with the Presbyterian 

Church U.S.A. The purpose of joining 

this movement is understanding that 

we are, as the Matthew 25 brochure 

says, “saved to serve…committing 

ourselves to radical and fear-

less discipleship,” helping 

those in need, and seeing 

them as Jesus.  

At our congregational 

meeting on Oct. 6 (see the  

article on page 2), we’ll talk 

more about this program and 

the three main areas of focus 

available for us as a congregation. 

Suffice it to say that our goal is to 

follow Christ’s teaching: “For I was 

hungry and you gave me food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me drink, I was 

a stranger and you welcomed me, I 

was naked and you clothed me, I was 

sick and you visited me, I was in pris-

on and you came to me.” (Matthew 

25:35) This is by no means an easy 

teaching from Jesus. And sometimes, 

it seems, we are the sheep in the  

passage (the ones who do as Christ 

calls us to), and sometimes the goats 

(the ones who fail to follow this 

teaching). I speak from experience. 

Last Saturday, after working all 

morning with others on the church 

grounds, I went into my office to get 

ready for Sunday. Then I went to our 

church choir retreat from 3-5. It was 

a very long day, and right at 5, as we 

finished, a very disheveled woman 

came into Calvin Hall in need of help.  

I was tired and just wanted to go 

home. But Christ’s call to help got me 

up and moving towards her. She 

asked for help with gas and some oil 

for her car, so that she 

could get to see her son  

further down the road. 

So, I used some of our 

deacon funds and got 

her gas and a plastic jug 

of oil. As I was paying 

for the oil, a little voice 

nudged me and said, 

“For I was thirsty, and you gave me 

something to drink.” I grabbed a 

large cold water bottle from the 

fridge in the store, paid for my items 

and gave them all to the woman in 

need.  

Although I was tired, I felt very 

“sheepish”––imagining I had done as 

Christ wanted me to do. I went home 

with a tired smile upon my face. 

In contrast to that “good sheep” 

day. . . . We’ve had a few bumps as 

we have tried to get our “Safe park-

ing program for the unhoused” off 

the ground. One of our first “parkers” 

ended up leaving in a huff, not wish-

ing to follow our rules.  

Another parker let us know that 

there was some nefarious activity 

going on around the back of the sanc-

tuary one night. I asked Ashland  

police to give us a few more late 

night patrols, which they agreed to, 

and found a lot of camping and other  

materials all over by the back of the 

sanctuary. It looked to me like all of 

at least one person’s belongings 

were sitting there, under a tarp next 

to our east side sanctuary wall. I left 

a note, telling the person that I did 

not want to throw out their belong-

ings and wanted to give them an  

opportunity to move their belong-

ings elsewhere. I gave them four 

days to find another place and asked 

them to please not store items on our 

church grounds. 

The following Tuesday morning 

the note had been taken, the pile of 

belongings were there, and in fact 

MORE had shown up. There were all 
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The Dialogue 
 Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the November issue. Please submit by Thursday, Oct. 24.  

Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com 

 

October filled with meaningful events. . . . Spread the word! 

 The first Sunday in October 

(Oct. 6) is designated as World Com-

munion Sunday, which celebrates 

our oneness in Christ with all our 

brothers and sisters around the 

world. World Communion Sunday is 

also a time when we receive the  

annual Peace and Global Witness 

Offering as a way of continuing the  

ancient Christian practice of sharing 

what we have with brothers and 

sisters in need. 

World Communion Sunday is a 

gift of the Presbyterian Church to 

the larger ecumenical church.  The 

first celebration occurred at 

Shadyside Presbyterian Church in 

Pittsburgh, PA, in 1933. 

Blessed are the peacemakers! 

The Peace & Global Witness  

Offering is Oct. 6.  

By giving to the offering, we 

work to share Christ’s peace with 

one another, beyond our door,  

beyond our community and across 

borders. Twenty-five percent of this 

offering stays with our congrega-

tion, 25% goes to support peace-

making in our region, and 50% 

supports work for peace and  

reconciliation being done by 

Presbyterians around the globe.  

If we all do a little, it adds up 

to a lot. Please give generously.  

IMPORTANT: Congregation-

al meeting on Sunday, Oct. 6  

after the 10 a.m. service. Please 

join us in Calvin Hall for a potluck 

lunch followed by the meeting, as 

we discuss the results of our lead-

er retreat in September. We’ll  

explore next steps for our church. 

The Fall Team will provide 

drinks and paper goods, and you 

are asked to bring a dish to share 

with others for the potluck. 

Eight o’clock worshippers, 

please return after the 10 o’clock 

service for this important oppor-

tunity to eat lunch together and 

plan where we are headed as a 

church. 
 

The Ashland Pride Parade is 

scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 12 at 

9 a.m. There will be sign-up sheets 

in the narthex for the next couple 

of weeks, so please add your 

name.  Our church hopes to have a 

good showing of our support for 

the LGBTQ community. More info 

to follow about where to meet, etc. 

Please join us for a special 

COMBINED service at 10 a.m. on 

Oct. 13. The Native American 

group, “Mending Wings” will lead 

us in worship on that Sunday, as 

part of the festivities of the 

“Indigenous Peoples’” weekend 

with SOU. Here is the mission 

statement of the organization: 

“Mending Wings Ministries 

exists to EMPOWER Native Ameri-

can youth and families to WALK 

together in wholeness and beauty, 

to HONOR Creator through our 

cultures and lives, to provide  

programs that facilitate HEALING 

within our reservation communi-

ties, and to SHARE with others the 

life-changing hope we find as  

followers of The Jesus Way.”  

This group of adults and teens 

will dance their prayers to the  

Creator for us in worship. 

(more events  on page 3) 
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sorts of things all around the sanc-

tuary, and apparently the people 

camping didn’t believe my note. I 

had two choices: leave everything 

there and do nothing (and have our 

church be taken advantage of) or 

throw the items out.  

Matthew 25 froze me right 

there on the spot. I remember say-

ing to Jesus at that moment, “Do 

you know how HARD it is to follow 

THIS teaching, Jesus?” Eventually, I 

decided I had given them ample 

time to move their items and spent 

the next hour or two picking every-

thing up and putting it into the 

dumpster. I spent the rest of that 

day feeling guilty that I had turned 

my back on Jesus, fully wallowing 

in my “goatness.” I did not sleep 

well that night, and still struggle 

today with that decision. 

So I guess all I can say is that 

we struggle to be sheep, and at 

times find ourselves being goats 

instead. I guess that’s what grace is 

all about. God be with us. Help us 

to follow your teachings, even 

when they are hard––and when we 

fail, hold us in Your grace. Amen. 

Sigh. 

 

Matthew 25 moment. . .  

(continued from page 1) 

October events . . . 

 

VESPERS SERVICE –– Oct. 27 at 

4 p.m. Dave Cahalan, a onetime 

backup singer for the Carpenters and 

local well known musician, will lend 

his musical gifts at our afternoon 

vespers service. Please join us and 

bring a friend! A free will offering 

will be taken to support our guest 

musician. 
 

Special musical guest, OSF actor 

Greta Oglesby, will sing at the Oct. 

20 service at 10 o’clock! Greta 

Oglesby, one of the stars in OSF’s 

version of “Hairspray,” will sing 

some gospel for us. Don’t miss this 

amazing artist!  

Many of you may not be aware 

that PC(USA) has an Administrative 

Personnel Association (APA), of 

which I became a member not long 

after I started here in 2015. For 

those who want to know more, here 

is a brief history of the APA.   

The Mission of APA is to offer 

opportunities for professional  

development and personal growth 

for those called by God to serve as  

support staff of the Presbyterian 

Church (USA). They provide contin-

uing education events for certifica-

tion and occasions for fellowship,  

worship and spiritual nurture and 

prayer at both national and regional 

meetings as well as seminary-

sponsored training events.  

The APA has a conference every 

year in September at the Zephyr 

Point Presbyterian Conference  

Center on Lake Tahoe. This was my 

second year attending this confer-

ence. I renewed my friendships and 

enjoyed the classes and fellowship.  

One of the classes offered this 

year was Church History A & B 

(before the reformation). There was 

a lot of really good information in 

this class. I also took Scripture as 

Prayer, Legal Matters, Directory for 

Worship (from the Book of Order), 

and Social Media. We finished each 

class with a song, using the words 

from Isaiah 55:12, which was the 

theme for this year. 

I also became a member of the 

nominating committee (a 2-year 

term) to prepare for when I can be 

on the Pacific Region Board, hope-

fully as the treasurer in 2021. I am 

looking forward to learning more 

about the APA through our interac-

tion via phone and video confer-

ences. 

From the 

desk of  

Susan Coghill 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

16 – Barbara Marsh  

17 – Caroline Kirkman 

22 – Jill Turner 

26 – Joanne Costantino 

30  Denise Deneaux 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARY 

9 – Lynn and Steve Fain (40th) 

Session notes for September 

By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

At the September session meet-

ing, guest Kerry Chesnut, from  

Western Environmental, provided 

information about asbestos in our 

buildings, after his company’s recent 

assessment. Many of our floors and 

walls have asbestos, as is typical of 

buildings of this age. Asbestos 

doesn’t have to be dealt with as long 

as it’s stable, but any time it is  

disturbed, it must be removed safely.  

After a discussion of some of the 

pending repair projects, Session  

decided that we should hold off on 

all major non-critical expenses until 

we reevaluate the buildings in Janu-

ary.  

The August financial report indi-

cated we are 2/3 of the way through 

the year and everything is on track. 

Session voted to give the local 

portion of the Pentecost offering 

($330) to the Maslow Project again 

this year.  

Stewardship season is upon us, 

and committees are starting to plan 

their 2020 budgets. The  church  

budget will be presented to the con-

gregation on Nov. 10 and pledges 

dedicated on Sunday, Nov. 17. 

Trish Styer announced that she 

must step down as treasurer in 2020. 

Session expressed their apprecia- 

tion for all her work, especially in  

reorganizing and streamlining the 

financial system. We will be looking 

for a replacement for Trish. 

The Safe Parking Program has 

turned out to be more difficult than 

we anticipated.   

The committee and Dan have 

been dealing with some fairly serious 

problems, so session decided to file 

an affidavit with the police  

department, which will allow the  

police to cite people who are tres-

passing, giving the committee more 

leverage to enforce the rules.  

Session set the date for the next 

planning retreat for Jan. 17-18 on the 

church grounds.  In the meantime, 

we will share information from the 

recent retreat and ask for congrega-

tional input at a meeting on Oct. 6.  

Tow new members will join the 

church on Sept. 28; Carol Horton and 

Charlie Eien. Bob and Kathy Dewitt 

will join at a later date. Please wel-

come them into the life of our 

church. 

Marian Flood’s death leaves  

current membership at 119.  Her life 

will be celebrated at a memorial  

service on Saturday, Sept. 28. 

Mark Shibley will coordinate  

another Habitat build project (which 

will include painting next time) in 

November with SOU students 

and our church volunteers again. 

 By Marilyn Wright 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee and the church wish to thank 

all of you who came to the last work day.  We always have so much to 

do, so it is greatly appreciated when we have such a good turnout. 

Thanks so much, and we will see you in November at the next work day. 

Work Day thanks 

This is to thank whoever 

brought the tomato plant starts to 

Calvin Hall some time back.   

         I took some and want to report 

that they are producing amazing 

quantities of delicious tomatoes–so 

many, in fact, that my neighbors are 

enjoying them, too. 

 

Betty Barger 

Thanks 

for the  

tomatoes! 
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By Sam Alvord 

Here’s my new favorite saying: 

“The great enemy of perfection is 

done.”  A great conflict infects every 

act of building or remodeling. We 

want to complete a project that is 

well built, attractive, functional and 

is over.  Most of us home-handy 

types struggle to meet these stand-

ards.  It’s tough to get it all right and 

in a timely fashion, especially if we 

are working alone, have not been 

trained and find ourselves running 

out of time or money or passion for 

the task.  The end product is not  

always good. 

The Habitat for Humanity folks 

several of us worked with on Sept. 12 

have learned how to attain all these 

goals, using workers who in many 

cases bring to the job site no skill 

other  than the willingness to help. 

Our team of Rick, Brian, Carolyn, 

Dan, Mark, John, Jim and I built a 

wooden fence under the direction of 

“Habitat Rick.”  Before we arrived,  

he had laid out the cordless circular 

saws and drills, the screws and bits, 

2x4s 

and 1x6 

cedar 

fence 

boards. 

He had 

marked 

off the 

lines on 

the pre-

in-

stalled 

4x4 

posts.  

Like all 

master 

teachers, he was 

able–with envia-

ble brevity–to 

show us our job 

and then step 

away.   

 It took about 

two seconds for 

us to break up 

into effective 

partnerships.  

Carolyn, falling 

back on her high 

school woodshop class savvy, 

grabbed a saw, and Jim signed on as 

her assistant sawyer and measurer.  

Mark and I did the same. Dr. John 

and Pastor Dan scooped up screws 

and the drills while (our) Rick and 

Brian took on the vital role of human 

clamps.   

The curtain rose on the impro-

vised song and dance of the 2x4 

cross pieces on 10th Street, Medford: 

“Seventy-eight and one quarterish, 

eat the line.  Whirr! Whirr!  Here you 

go.  Oops, this is seventy-seven, Sam.  

Sorry.  Whirr! Whirr!  How’s that?  

Perfect, thanks. Tap it down, Rick.  

Brian, is it level? Right on. Go for it , 

Dan. Buzz! Buzz! Good! Carolyn, 

yours is exact! Next.”  

It probably took an hour to  

install thirty or forty cross members 

and the whole time Habitat Rick 

readied the next phase, scurrying 

around with a peanut butter and jelly 

on wheat sandwich in his right hand 

while setting out the tools for the 

cedar boards.   

I have worked with guys like 

Habitat Rick before. They observe 

and consult without judging or repri-

manding. If a mistake appeared, he 

just described the solution without 

having to put the issue into any  

moral or pedagogical categories.   

Observation without evaluation.  

How refreshing! 

Putting up the boards was great 

fun.  We used the air gun and the 

cordless drills to screw and staple 

the incense cedar, and we smelled 

that unforgettable school-room  

pencil sharpener scent. But today we 

were out in the sun, working under, 

around and over each other, making 

something wonderful. 

And just as we were triumphant-

ly placing the last boards in place 

and saying good bye to the friendly 

Santa Claus–looking neighbor guy 

watching from his porch, Marcia  

arrived with lunch! Along with 

RuthAnn and Long Range Planning 

Carolyn, she made a picnic for us.  

Then Debbie and Howdy stopped in 

to be friendly.   

So, in the well-framed, solidly-

built future kitchen of a lady named 

Sam and her kids, we broke bread 

and experienced that wonderful  

affirmation of the creation story: 

“And God saw that it was good.” 

Let’s See 

Plumb, level, square and done! 
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By Barbara Marsh 

Westminster Circle will gath-

er at the home of Barbara Marsh at 

10 a.m. on Oct. 17 to continue our 

goal of discovering fresh ways to 

look at the Ten Commandments.  

To our surprise, some of us at our 

first fall meeting learned that the 

word "commandments" was never 

written in our Bibles.  Our study 

guide author, Eugenia Anne  

Gamble, has chosen to call each 

commandment a "Word."   

Our Horizon Bible study, Love 

Carved in Stone, is already stimulat-

ing our brains, discussions, and  

desire to study Lesson 2.  The  

purpose of this lesson is to under-

stand the power of God's name and 

our call to use it rightly.   

We invite you to join us as we 

socialize, eat, and discuss "Words 

of Love -- Don't Trivialize My 

Name."  Shirley Patton or Barbara 

Marsh can answer any questions 

you may have.   

 

 

By Marilyn Mobley 

Virginia King will be the host-

ess for the Oct. 14 meeting of the 

Elsie Nelson Circle at 1 p.m. We 

will be studying Lesson 2 of our 

new study guide Love Carved in 

Stone, A Fresh Look at the Ten 

Commandments: “Words of Love: 

Don’t Trivialize My Name.”  

The purpose of Lesson Two is 

to understand the power of God’s 

name and our call to use it right-

ly.  This lesson is based on Exodus 

20:7, “You shall not make wrong-

ful use of the name of the Lord 

your God, for the Lord will not  

acquit anyone who misuses God’s 

name.” 

  Women’s circles studying Ten ‘Words’ 
Book Club reading 

Educated in October 
By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club will 

meet on Oct. 28 at the home of Addie 

Thornton to discuss Educated by 

Tara Westover. The group has been 

looking forward to reading this 

award-winning memoir. 

Having been raised by survival-

ists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara 

Westover was 17 when she first set 

foot in a classroom.  She had been 

denied formal schooling and medical 

treatment as well as protection 

against a violent older brother. 

This is the story of how she was 

able to begin to educate herself, 

eventually learning about the  

outside world and attending college 

and graduate school. Throughout 

her struggle, she had to deal with 

the grief that comes with leaving 

one’s family and roots.  

Please join us on Monday, Oct. 

28 at 7 p.m. for snacks and discus-

sion. 

 

Haiku corner 

Tiny foolish pooch, 

always challenging big mutts. 

Master holds him back. 
 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 
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Unseeable 

I have seen you this day 

in the lights of the skies, 

in the green of the earth, 

in flowing waters. 

Untouchable 

I have felt you this day 

in the warmth of the sun, 

in the wildness of wind, 

in the touch of another. 

In and beyond my senses, 

in taste and touch and sound 

your mystery has been made known. 

At the ending of the day, 

in the darkness of the night, 

in and beyond my senses 

let me know your presence, O God, 

let me know your everlasting presence. 

 

Submitted by Carol Horton 

From ‘Sounds of the Eternal: 

A Celtic Psalter’   
by J. Philip Newell 

Luke 12:42-48 

The Lord answered, “Who, then, is the 

faithful and wise servant? He is the one 

that his master will put in charge, to run the household and 

give the other servants their share of the food at the proper 

time. How happy that servant is if his master finds him doing 

this when he comes home! Indeed, I tell you, the master will 

put that servant in charge of all his property.  

But if that servant says to himself that his master is  

taking a long time to come back and if he begins to beat the 

other servants, both the men and the women, and eats and 

drinks and gets drunk, then the master will come back one 

day when the servant does not expect him and at a time he 

does not know. The master will cut him in pieces and make 

him share the fate of the disobedient. 

 “The servant who knows what his master wants him to 

do, but does not get himself ready and do it, will be punished 

with a heavy whipping. But the servant who does not know 

what his master wants, and yet does something for which he 

deserves a whipping, will be punished with a light whipping. 

Much is required from the person to whom much is given; 

much more is required from the person to whom much more 

is given. 

 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 
 

Bible verses for October 
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Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1  Dan off 2 3 4 5
10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25) 10-11:30am OLLI-Dance (CH)
1-3pm OLLI Kay Godwin (FR) 1:15-3:15pm, 3:30-4:30pm Dehart(M25) 10am-1pm Women with Wings(CH)

1:30-3:30pm Bill Hering (CH) 7:30pm Choir rehearsal 1:15-3:15pm DeHart (SMR) 10:30am-12pm OLLI Dr. Dane(FR)
6 World Communion Sunday 7 8 9 10 11 12
Peace & Global Witness 1:30-3:30pm Bill Hering (CH) 9:30am Finance 9am Ashland Pride Parade
Offering 10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25) 5pm Deacons 1-3pm OLLI Rich Lang (FR)
Congregational Meeting 1-3pm OLLI Kay Godwin (FR) 12pm Blood Drive (CH) 10:30am-12pm OLLI Dr. Dane(FR)

5pm B & G 1:15-3:15pm, 3:30-4:30pm Dehart(M25)
13 Combined Service 14 15 16 17 18 19
Mending Wings 1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25) 10am Westminster Circle 1-3pm OLLI Dinner Theater(M25)
Birthday Sunday 1-3pm OLLI Dinner Theater(M25) 1-3pm OLLI Kay Godwin (FR) 1:15-3:15pm DeHart (SMR) 10am-1pm Women with Wings(CH)

11am-12:30pm OLLI Film (CH) 1-3pm OLLI Dinner Theater(M25) 1-3pm OLLI Dinner Theater(M25) 10-11:30am OLLI-Dance (CH) 11am-12:30pm OLLI (CH)
1:15-3:15pm, 3:30-4:30pm Dehart(M25) 2pm Service for Al Carver(S)

1:30-3:30pm Bill Hering (CH) 1-3pm OLLI Dinner Theater(CH) 10:30am-12pm OLLI Dr. Dane(FR) (Kathy Sager's dad)

5:30pm Session 2pm set up for service(CH)
20 21 22 23 24  Dialogue Entries Due 25 26
OSF Musical Guest 1:15-3:15pm DeHart (SMR)
Greta Ogleby (10am only) 10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25) 1-3pm OLLI Dinner TheaterCH) 10:30am-12pm OLLI Dr. Dane(FR)

1-3pm OLLI Dinner Theater(M25) 1-3pm OLLI Dinner Theater(M25) 1-3pm OLLI Dinner Theater(M25) 10-11:30am OLLI-Dance (CH) 1-3pm OLLI Dinner Theater(M25)
3:30-5pm OLLI discussion (FR) 1:30-3:30pm Bill Hering (CH) 3:30-5pm OLLI discussion (FR) 1:15-3:15pm, 3:30-4:30pm Dehart(M25) 11-12:30pm Chelsa Oaks HOA (FR)

7:30pm Choir rehearsal 4pm,5pm DeHart (M25) 3:30-5pm OLLI discussion (FR)
27  Reformation Sunday 28 29 30 31

10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25) 10am Dialogue Folding
1-3pm OLLI Dinner Theater(M25) 1-3pm OLLI Dinner Theater(M25) 1-3pm OLLI Dinner Theater(M25) 10-11:30am OLLI-Dance (CH) 1-3pm OLLI Dinner Theater(M25)

4pm Vespers-Dave Cahalan 1:15-3:15pm, 3:30-4:30pm Dehart(M25)
1:15-3:15pm DeHart (SMR)

7pm Women's Book Club 1:30-3:30pm Bill Hering (CH) 1-3pm OLLI Dinner Theater(CH)

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat OLLI Watercolor Matthew 25 Room 10am-1pm                       Mon
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Sat OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm   1st&3rd Tues
AA Fireside Room 5:30-6:30pm     Fri  Somantics Matthew 25 Room 11am-1pm                      Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon Realtors Calvin Hall 8:30am                            Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri SOFA Fireside Room 6:30pm-8:30pm     1st Thurs

Weekly Building Schedule
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