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Recognizing a blessed moment among all the busyness of our lives 
 Life can be hectic. For our family 

right now, we are in the midst of “the 

sandwich generation,” as we juggle 

making sure my mother is  

getting the best care she can in her 

assisted living apartment, while also 

helping our kids 

both find their way 

in life. On top of 

that, we are STILL 

unpacking boxes 

from our move, 

both Paula and I 

are working full 

time, and we are 

both singing in the 

Rogue Valley Choir. It seems as if 

each day is full of activities, meet-

ings, school events, etc. with little 

time to pause and reflect.  

I was in the midst of one of those 

busy days this past Wednesday. After 

working on my sermon that morn-

ing, meeting with our wonderful  

music director, having lunch with 

someone from Habitat for Humanity, 

and squeezing in a workout, I had to 

get to the Angus Bowmer Theater to 

pick up Abby from seeing a play for 

her Shakespeare literature class. I 

turned off Lithia Way and actually 

found a parking space right by the 

steps that lead to the OSF theater 

complex (and, yes, I would call that a 

miracle, thanks be to God!). I arrived 

in front of the theater with a few 

minutes to spare and sat on the new 

steps of the Green Show stage, wait-

ing for Abby to come 

out. 

      In those first few 

moments of waiting, 

initially I fidgeted 

with my cell phone, 

looking at Facebook, 

playing a Scrabble 

game, checking my 

email. Then, I finally 

stopped the busyness. Stood up, took 

in a long breath of clean, fresh air, 

stared at the partly cloudy sky after a 

refreshing rain and suddenly it hit 

me – I was standing in Ashland, in 

front of an OSF theater, waiting for 

my daughter to come out after seeing 

an amazing performance. I live in a 

nice, roomy home, and am blessed 

with a wonderful family, dynamic 

congregation, and live in an amazing 

place. I found myself suddenly over-

whelmed by the abundant blessings 

God had given me, and full of joy. 

Psalm 9 begins, “I will give thanks to 

God with my whole heart.”  In that 

moment, I fully gave thanks to God 

for so many blessings, right from the 

depths of my heart. It was a pro-

found moment. But I almost missed 

it due to my  

busyness. 

Theologian Marc Buchanan 

wrote, “Busyness robs us of knowing 

God the way we might.” I would like 

to encourage you to try to find  

moments in your own lives when 

you too turn from the busyness and 

find the holiness and blessings of 

God in your own lives. In my own 

experience, those blessings are often 

right in front of us. 

Thankful for God’s many bless-

ings, 

Dan 

Welcome, new members! 

       Please be sure to welcome our new member class, who 
will be joining our congregation on Sunday morning, Oct. 8 
at our 10 o’clock service! 
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Pride, Reformation Sunday 

Page 3 Fall events, Organ festi-

val, Birthdays, Taize  service 

Page 4 Letter from John Sager 

Page 5 Mission Committee,  

Community dinners, Food Bank 

Page 6 Presbyterian Women, 

Circles 

Page 7 Fall Gathering 

Page 8 Session, Library, Haiku 

Page 9 Book club, Bible, Hon-

oring Shirley Patton 
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the November issue. Please submit by Thursday, Oct. 19. 

Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com.   

Marcia Hunter, editor 

AYC, for middle school and 

senior high youth, is an ecumeni-

cal youth group that meets every 

Sunday night from 5-7 p.m. and  

includes dinner! 

October meeting schedule: 

1 – 1st Presbyterian 

8  – 1st Congregational UCC 

15  – 1st United Methodist 

22  – Trinity Episcopal 

Christian Education opportunities abound 

Back porch Bible study   

Pastor Dan will complete the 

study of Matthew 5-7 on Tuesday, 

Oct. 3 at 10. Thanks to all who came 

and were fed by God’s word! A new 

opportunity for study is coming at 

the end of October! (below) 

 

New Bible study to begin 

What do you believe about faith, 
love, and suffering? What things 
might the Christian faith have in 
common with other faiths? Please 
join us as we watch this profound 
series, Belief, from Oprah Winfrey 
with discussion and study to follow. 
Pastor Dan will be inviting people of 
others faiths to share their perspec-
tives as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meets Wednesday evenings 

from 7- 8 p.m. or Thursday 

mornings from 10-11 a.m. 

beginning Oct. 25-26. 

By Dan Fowler 

Join us Sunday, Oct. 28 for this 

special celebration in worship with 

one combined service at 10. Martin 

Luther himself will preach and lead 

us in some of his hymns! A special 

radio personality will be here to take 

us back 500 years to Luther’s day. 

There will also be a time of remem-

bering those whom we have lost as 

we honor All Saints’ Day. 

By Rev. Dan Fowler 

      The annual Gay Pride parade is 

coming up on Saturday, Oct. 14. A 

number of churches will be march-

ing in the parade, and, as a Covenant 

Network church which is open and 

inclusive, we need 

to show our sup-

port of the LGBTQ 

community.  

         Please join us 

as we celebrate 

God’s love for ALL. 

We will gather at 

the staging area at 

10 a.m. at Union Street near Fair-

view. The parade route is from East 

Main through downtown and left on 

Water Street at the plaza. 

Join us at Gay Pride 
Parade Oct. 14 

Celebrate 500th anniversary of  Reformation 

 

The Maslow Project sends 

their thanks for the generous 

$252.80 donation from FPC to 

help with their mission, recently 

providing over 600 homeless 

students with school supplies. 
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By Rev. Dan Fowler 

Thursday, Oct. 26, at 7 p.m. we 

will try a new Taize  worship  

format.  

The Taize  Community is an  

ecumenical monastic order in 

Taize , Sao ne-et-Loire, Burgundy, 

France. It is composed of more than 

one hundred brothers, from Catho-

lic and Protestant traditions, who 

originate from about thirty coun-

tries across the world. It was found-

ed in 1940 by Brother Roger 

Schu tz, a Reformed Protestant. A 

number of songs are used from the 

Taize  tradition in churches all over 

the world, including “Lord Hear My 

Prayer” and “Eat This Bread.”  

The service is a combination of 

song, silence, prayer, scripture and 

candle light. We are inviting a  

number of local musicians to play 

the music. We hope you will join us 

for quiet contemplation and  

connection with God. 

By Linda Purdom 

Fall Team is planning several 

events for the congregation during 

the month of October.   

World Communion Sunday on 

Oct. 1 will be observed with spe-

cial ethnic breads.   

On Oct. 8 we will induct new 

members into our congregation, 

have a Minute for Mission by a  

representative of Peace House, and 

take a Noisy Offering for Peace 

House. After worship we will cele-

brate Birthday Sunday and also  

recognize our newest members at 

coffee hour.       

On Oct. 15 we will celebrate the 

Wedding Feast — Pastor Dan's  

sermon — with a potluck during  

coffee hour.  Please bring a dish to 

share at this, our own “wedding 

feast,” as well as one can of food as  

a symbolic gift to the newlyweds, 

acknowledging World Food Day on 

Oct. 16. Also please bring a framed 

photo of your own wedding to be 

displayed on a table near the door.      

Reformation Sunday, Oct. 29  

will feature a combined service at  

10 a.m. with Pastor Dan’s sermon 

remembering Martin Luther and the 

Reformation. (See related articles on 

page 2 and below.) Votive candles at 

the front of the church will be lit by  

parishioners in honor of special 

loved ones.  At coffee hour we will 

celebrate the 500th anniversary of 

the Reformation. 

Lots of events coming in Octo-

ber! The Fall Team is looking  

forward to celebrating with you 

World Communion Sunday, new 

members to our congregation, the 

Wedding Feast, and the 500th anni-

versary of the Reformation. 

  

Special worship, mission events, commemorations planned for October 

A festival of Martin Luther’s 

hymns will be performed by the 

Southern Oregon Chapter of the 

American Guild of Organists on  

Sunday, Oct. 22 at 4 p.m. at First 

Presbyterian Church, Medford in 

commemoration of the 500th anni-

versary of the Reformation.   

The audience will have the  

opportunity to listen to organ pieces 

based on these hymns, to sing along, 

and to find out a little of the history 

of Martin Luther and the Reforma-

tion. 

This event is free, although  

donations to the First Presbyterian 

Church Food Bank will be accepted. 

A reception will follow. The church 

is located at 8th and Holly (85 S.  

Holly St.), Medford. 

For more information, please 

contact Peggy Evans, 541-482-3075. 

Organists to perform Martin Luther’s hymns  

New Taize  worship Thurs., Oct. 26 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

  5 – Eldora Nelson (98!) 

16 – Barbara Marsh 

17 – Caroline Kirkman 

22 – Jill Turner 

23 – Connie Wilkerson 

26 – Joanne Costantino 

28 – Shirley Noakes 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 

9 – Lynn and Steve Fain 

14 – Gary and Pauline Afseth 
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An idea worth careful consideration. . . .  

By John Sager 

In my position as elder and 

member of session, I am writing 

this article to introduce to the 

greater congregation an idea that 

has been tossed around ever since 

our session retreat last spring. This 

is the idea of potentially using part 

of the church property for low  

income or homeless housing.  

Why in the world would we do 

this!? Here are my reasons. As 

most of you know, the City of  

Ashland has a significant afforda-

ble housing problem in addition to 

a growing homeless population. 

We, as a church with declining 

membership, have large buildings 

and significant land holdings that 

are minimally used as lawn or  

other landscaping. Is there a way 

we can help meet this larger  

community need by converting 

some of our expansive church 

property to housing of some sort?  

I feel there is.  

We, as a congregation, have 

stated two of our core values: “We 

nurture our church community 

and are actively involved in our 

wider community,” and “We put 

our faith into action through  

mission and support of social  

justice and peace.” 

The teachings of Jesus are plen-

tiful throughout the New Testa-

ment, where he tells us to reach 

out to the unfortunate; have mercy 

on those who hunger, thirst, are 

sick or are homeless; and be a 

servant to strangers. I firmly  

believe that our church “congre-

gation” is not just who we sit with 

in the pews on Sunday, but also 

those in our greater community.  

If they are indeed thought of as 

brothers and sisters in our congre-

gation, then we should reach out in 

any way that is needed to help 

them. 

There is a growing movement 

in churches, in Oregon and nation-

ally, to use/donate their land to 

help in this fashion. There are laws 

in place that would legally allow us 

to use existing church property for 

this use. Churches that have done 

this have found a renewed sense of 

purpose, a local mission worthy of 

their time and energy, and an  

increase in membership, a poten-

tially wonderful secondary benefit 

in light of declining membership 

seen in most churches today,  

including our own. 

I feel it isn’t enough to let  

others tackle this problem while 

we sit idly by. We have more land 

and buildings than we need for our 

current small congregation. In  

addition, our property is an ideal 

setting for this use, centrally locat-

ed alongside Siskiyou Boulevard 

on the bus route. We also have  

ample parking space, infrequently 

used, another rarity in Ashland. 

If we as a body decide to  

pursue this, we would reach out to 

the City of Ashland and other  

congregations to assist us finan-

cially as well as in the actual  

management of any development, 

as I strongly feel and understand 

we do not have the ability to do 

this solely on our own. I would see 

our biggest gift would be the use of 

the church land, and any other help 

would be up to us. That being said, 

I would also expect that we would 

continue to have significant say in 

any development, project, or ongo-

ing decisions on our church prop-

erty. 

I know there are numerous 

obstacles, questions and concerns 

this idea brings up, but this letter is  

just to broach the subject and  

allow all of us to consider the  

possibility. Times change, congre-

gations change, and needs change. 

We have to be open to new ways to 

be of service to our neighbors and 

the greater community.  

We as a congregation will be 

discussing specifics in the months 

ahead, and if you have advice,  

comments, or input, please let your 

voice be heard. We will have some 

congregational gatherings to learn 

more about this idea and look 

closely at other projects getting 

underway at churches in Eugene, 

Portland and Medford.  I welcome, 

and in fact encourage, everyone’s 

thoughts on this. You can send 

them directly to me at 

jsag03@gmail.com or, of course, to 

Pastor Dan Fowler. 

 Thanks for your willingness to 

consider this new idea. 
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Mission Committee to form Oct. 15 
By Pastor Dan Fowler 

Are you interested in local 

and global mission work? Are 

you already doing local or global 

mission work? Please join us in 

the Fireside Room Oct. 15 after 

the 10 a.m. worship service as we 

coordinate our efforts to  

promote Christ’s work here  

locally and throughout the 

world! 

By Karen Amartico 

This month our Community  

Dinner will begin again.  On the last 

Wednesday of each month, Kathy 

Sager will be organizing a delicious 

and nutritious meal for the guests of 

our community.  We will need volun-

teers to help set up tables, cook, 

serve, and clean up.  We would love 

it if you would come and help – or 

maybe you'd like to simply attend 

the dinner and visit with our 

guests.  We invite you to join us in 

this mission. 

Another service project starting 

up again is our Monday Night Winter 

Shelter program, beginning in mid-

November.  We will need volunteers 

to spend the night with our guests 

and also helpers to prepare and 

serve a simple meal.  Also needed are 

folks to serve coffee and clean up on 

Tuesday mornings.   

If volunteering is not something 

you can help with, perhaps consider 

bringing items that are needed by 

our guests such as new socks, warm 

hats and gloves, and personal  

hygiene items. 

Please contact Kathy Sager or 

Karen Amarotico if you would like 

more information. 

We extend our sincerest thanks 

to everyone for your generosity of 

spirit and leave you with these 

words from Matthew 25:40: 

The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did for one of the  

 

 

least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me.' 

 

Community dinner,  shelter to start up again 
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PW speaker to discuss how to meet community needs 
By Joanne Costantino 

Sue Lopez will be the speaker at 

the Presbyterian Women meeting 

Thursday, Nov. 2 at 1 p.m.  Sue has 

been involved with our community 

dinner, as well as many other helping 

organizations. The presentation will 

give us insight into who our church is 

currently serving and perhaps some 

people we’re missing, a timely pro-

gram just before our shelter opens 

for the winter. It’s open to all, and we 

hope you will join us! 

 

Here is a short bio (submitted by 

Sue) of who she is and what she 

does: 

I am a long time resident of  

Ashland, social worker, advocate, 

and community volunteer.  I’ve 

worked with a variety of populations 

to assist folks in accessing resources 

or creating new resources. Currently, 

I work for a state program, helping 

people stay out of crisis and in their 

homes. My background includes  

developing CERVS, Head Start and 

many other volunteer positions. 

My current weekly involvement 

with the Uncle Foods Diner on Tues-

days and attendance at the First 

Presbyterian monthly community 

dinners have given me new insight 

into the importance of these services 

for folks living on very limited  

incomes; they not only provide a 

wonderful meal but also a place to sit 

at a table and share conversation. 

As a community, we find our-

selves asking what’s the best way to 

support families and individuals in 

accessing basic needs, including food.  

I hope my work helps address the 

bigger issues for those needing 

multiple support systems. 

In conversation with you, I would 

like to evaluate how, where and why 

we focus our energies on helping 

others, and how our efforts can 

be more efficient. I’d like to look 

more closely at our desire to share 

our wealth, as well as how we can 

strengthen the individual efforts of 

participants, and does it matter? In 

my role as a personal service worker, 

I choose to attend the free meals 

with those I work with, to listen to 

them, and deal with my prejudices 

and judgments about who has and 

who wants.  I’m truly appreciative of 

the efforts of those providing food, as 

the need is very real for the recipi-

ents. 

Bring an open heart and mind to 

the presentation, so that we may 

share the joy of the work we do. 

 Sue Lopez 

By Shirley Patton 

       Presbyterian Women at the  

Central Point church have invited us 

to a mission program and potluck 

luncheon on Oct. 24 at 10 a.m.   

       The program will be presented 

by Jonna Reeder, a mission worker 

with experience in Uzbekistan and 

Tajikistan.  This is a part of the 

world that is unfamiliar to many of 

us. Jonna grew up in Medford and is 

a graduate of both Medford High 

School and Southern Oregon Univer-

sity. What a wonderful opportunity 

to hear of Jonna’s work and that of 

the church in those countries. 

       Lunch will be enjoyed after the 

program. Our hosts will provide 

sandwiches and beverages, and 

guests are asked to bring salads or 

desserts.  A love offering for Jonna 

will be received. 

        If you are able to attend, please 

RSVP to Susan Smith, Moderator of 

PW at Central Point at 541-664-

2532.  For more information call 

Phyllis Hart at 541-659-8192.  Car 

pooling from Ashland would add to 

the day’s pleasures. 

         The First Presbyterian Church 

of Central Point is located at 456 W 

Pine Street in Central Point. 

You are invited to world mission program 

at Central Point Presbyterian  Oct. 24 
Two circles to meet 

By Marilyn Mobley 

         Elsie Nelson Circle will meet 

at the home of Virginia King on Oct. 

9 at 1 p.m. Our new study guide is 

entitled Cloud of Witnesses – The 

Community of Christ in Hebrews. 

We will be studying Lesson Two 

"In Community with the Living 

God." Visitors are always welcome. 

By Barbara Marsh 

   Westminster Circle will 

meet Oct. 19 at 10 a.m. at the 

home of Joan Hancock. The new 

study guide, entitled Cloud of Wit-

nesses, focuses on Hebrews, empha-

sizing that Jesus Christ is the basis 

of all our faith and action.  
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 This second lesson reminds us 

that God lives in us and among us, 

and that this living God supports 

who we are and how we live. This is 

a perfect time for members to bring 

a friend and introduce them to our 

study of Hebrews and to your circle 

friends. 

  Flashy pink yearbooks were 

handed out at the September PW 

and circle meetings. If you would 

like to have one, please come to the 

next PW meeting Nov. 2 at 1 p.m.   

 

The PW coordinating team 

will meet Thursday, Oct. 5 at 9 

a.m. in the small meeting room 

at church. Debbie Miller will 

moderate. Please call Debbie if 

you have questions, concerns or 

suggestions.  

Circles. . . . (continued from page 6) 

By Shirley Patton 

October is National Domestic 

Violence Awareness Month. Presby-

terian Women in the Presbytery of 

the Cascades will shine a light on 

this disturbing topic at their Fall 

Gathering Oct. 21 in Corvallis.  (See 

below)  

Jennifer Morris of the Center 

Against Rape and Domestic Violence 

will be the keynote speaker.  If you 

would like to attend, Shirley Patton 

is driving up and would be delighted 

to have company.  Depending upon 

people’s schedules, we could begin 

the trip at 6 a.m. on Saturday, or 

drive north Friday afternoon and 

spend the night in Corvallis.  Either 

way we’d be back Saturday even-

ing.  If a road trip sounds like fun 

and the day spiritually and socially 

inspiring, give Shirley a call. 
 

Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering to discuss domestic violence 
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By Marcia Hunter, Clerk of Session 

         In opening devotions, Dan 

shared an article called "Diversity, 

Hospitality and the Face of Poverty" 

by John Wilkinson, which prompted 

discussion of the lack of economic 

and cultural diversity in our congre-

gation.  

         Treasurer Trish Styer reported 

that income and expenses are right 

on track at the 2/3 point in the year, 

while down slightly from last month.  

         Jim Holloway will become the 

moderator of the Admin/Finance 

Committee, and Jill will chair the 

new membership committee. The 

stewardship program this fall will  

be led by Bruce Johnson, Brian 

Almquist and Jim Holloway. 

         Two requests were approved : 

from Karen Amarotico to use grant 

monies to purchase 30 more sleep-

ing mats and washable blankets for 

the winter shelter at the approxi-

mate cost of $1,200, and Karen Ama-

rotico’s and Kathy Sager’s request to 

spend up to $2000 on new stoves 

using grant money from the Evans 

Community Foundation. 

         Church by-laws were revised, 

approved, and will be brought for a 

vote at a congregational meeting 

Nov. 19.  At that time, the nominat-

ing committee will also present a 

slate of two elders and three dea-

cons for the congregation’s approval. 

          John Sager explained the pro-

cess of exploring the use of church 

property for low income housing 

(see article in this Dialogue). 

         Buildings and Grounds Commit-

tee is working with the winter shel-

ter and the preschool to make sure 

both programs are supported. They 

are looking at enclosures for the 

stairwell, security cameras, and 

lighting. Volunteers at the shelter 

will be asked to make sure overnight 

guests leave the church property 

before the preschool children arrive.  

         Fall Planning Team announced 

special events, including World 

Communion Sunday, Oct. 1. 

         A thank you note was received 

from the Maslow Project for our  

recent $252.80 donation.  

         Dan’s request was approved for 

study leave to attend the Next 

Church gathering Feb. 26-28, 2018 

in Baltimore MD and Transitional 

Ministry Workshop March 5-8 at 

Menucha Retreat Center. Dan will 

put on a program about new ways of 

“being a church” after he returns.  

Session notes for September 

By Virginia King 

         Here are some new titles for 

you to ponder. If you are a fan of 

Anne Lamott, we have added two to 

the Spiritual Life shelf: Help, 

Thanks, Wow, which she states are 

the only three prayers you need, 

and her latest book, Hallelujah  

Anyway, which I have not yet  

finished reading but is about redis-

covering mercy.  

         And here is Ron Mehl again 

(The Ten(der) Commandments) with 

Meeting God at a Dead End. Amaz-

ing what God can do when all else 

fails.  

         I am re-reading Borg’s Reading 

the Bible Again for the First Time. It 

really makes the Bible and its  

people come alive.  

 

Haiku Corner 

 

 

Love fall's yellow, red, 

with October chicory 

making bright blue sparks. 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 
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By Marcia Hunter 

      Truevine: Two Brothers, a Kidnap-

ping, and a Mother’s Quest: A  

Story of Jim Crow by Beth Macy is the 

book selection for October for the 

Women’s Book Club.  We will meet 

at 7 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 30 to snack 

and discuss the book at the home of 

Judi Quiett. 

      According to Amazon, this best-

seller is “a true story of two African-

American brothers who were  

kidnapped and displayed as circus 

freaks, and whose mother endured a 

28-year struggle to get them back.” 

      In 1899 in Truevine, Virginia 

“George and Willie Muse were two 

little boys born to a sharecropper 

family. One day a white man offered 

them a piece of candy, setting off 

events that would take them around 

the world and change their lives  

forever. 

      “Captured into the circus, the 

Muse brothers performed for royalty 

at Buckingham Palace and headlined 

over a dozen sold-out shows at New 

York's Madison Square Garden. They 

were global superstars in a pre-

broadcast era. But the very root of 

their success was in the color of 

their skin and in the outrageous  

caricatures they were forced to  

assume: supposed cannibals, sheep-

headed freaks, even "ambassadors 

from Mars. . . ."  

      “Through hundreds of interviews 

and decades of research, Beth Macy 

expertly explores a central and diffi-

cult question: Where were the 

brothers better off? On the world 

stage as stars or in poverty at home?

Truevine is a compelling narrative 

rich in historical detail and rife with 

implications to race relations today.”

  

Women’s Book Club reading Truevine in October Longing for God’s 

House 
Psalms 84:1-12  
 

How I love your Temple , Lord  

Almighty! 

How I want to be there! 

I long to be in the Lord's Temple. 

With my whole being I sing for joy 

       to the living God. 

 

Even the sparrows have built a nest, 

and the swallows have their own 

home; 

they keep their young near your al-

tars, 

Lord Almighty, my king and my God. 

How happy are those who live in your  

Temple, 

always singing praise to you. 

How happy are those whose strength 

comes from you, 

who are eager to make the pilgrimage 

to Mount Zion. 

As they pass through the dry valley of 

Baca, 

it becomes a place of springs; 

the autumn rain fills it with pools. 

They grow stronger as they go; 

they will see the God of gods on Zion.   

 

Hear my prayer, Lord God Almighty. 

Listen, O God of Jacob! 

Bless our king, O God, 

the king you have chosen. 

One day spent in your Temple 

is better than a thousand anywhere 

else; 

I would rather stand at the gate of the 

house of my God 

than live in the homes of the wicked. 

The Lord is our protector and glori-

ous king, 

blessing us with kindness and  

honor. 

He does not refuse any good thing 

to those who do what is right. 

Lord Almighty, how happy are those 

who trust in you! 

 

Submitted by Debbie Miller  —  Good 

News Bible 
 

 

It’s a surprise. . . .  

Thank you, Shirley, for sixty 

years of giving to others! 

 Please plan to attend a gala  

celebration honoring Shirley Patton’s  

60 years of service to the people and  

institutions of the Rogue Valley. 

 When: Monday, Nov. 13, 7:30 – 9 program, reception following 

 Where: Music Recital Hall, SOU Ashland 

 So far this event is a secret from Shirley, and we would 

like to keep it that way for as long as possible, so mum’s the word. 

(Shirley will get a different copy of the Dialogue, so this article will 

be left out.)  

 Spread the word.  The event is free but space is limited, so if 

you can come, please call the church office by Oct. 27 to reserve 

a place.  If anyone would like to be part of the program, call 

Peggy Rubin at 541-482-4396 or 541-941-4542 by Oct. 20. 



his year Presbyterians celebrate the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s 95 Theses. The theses, 
which criticized the sale of indulgences by church officials, are considered the opening salvo in the 

Protestant Reformation—a movement that emphasized individual relationships with God and 
salvation through faith alone. 

Luther is also celebrated for a second piece of writing: his translation of the Bible into German. 
After Pope Leo X excommunicated Luther in 1521, the reformer took refuge inside Wartburg Castle. 

There he completed his translation of the New Testament, based on Erasmus’s 1516 Bible text. First printed in 
September 1522, the “September Testament” does not include Luther’s name on the title page, an elision meant to 
limit church reprisals.

The Old Testament translation proved more difficult, owing in part to Luther’s struggles with Hebrew and his 
insistence that the text be accessible to all Germans. “The translator must not be led by the Hebrew words,” Luther 
wrote. “He should make sure that he really understands the sense and ask himself: ‘What would the German say in 
such-and-such an instance?’” His editorial philosophy required inventive interpolations. For example, he replaced the 
word “chameleon,” which would have been unknown to sixteenth century Germans, with “weasel.”

It took Luther and a team of fellow scholars twelve years to translate the Old Testament, which was printed in 
1534 together with Luther’s New Testament. Despite criticism for the way he valued certain books of the Bible over 
others and for editing passages to fit his own theology, Luther’s Bible was an immediate and lasting success; one 
Wittenberg publisher alone printed 100,000 copies between 1534 and 1574. Many Germans regarded it as a work of 
literary genius, the way English readers would revere the King James Bible in the century to come.

Refomation Sunday materials are provided by the Presbyterian Historical Society. For more informations on the 
reformatio an PHS, visit us at www.history.pcusa.org/reformation-sunday

425 Lombard Street • Philadelphia, PA 19147 • 215.627.1852 • www.history.pcusa.org

Luther’s Bible
REFORMATION SUNDAY: OCTOBER 29, 2017

Above Left
Above Right

Portrait of Martin Luther, engraved by John Sartain, 1835.
Title page of Luther's translation of the new Testament, 1582. PHS Rare Books Collection.



                                              

Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 World Communion Sunday 2 3 4 5 6 7
Peace & Global Witness Sunday 10am Back Porch Bible Study 9am PW Coordinating Team

4:30pm B & G
1-2:30pm OLLI Knitters (FR)

5pm AYC @ FPC
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Birthday Sunday 1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 10am Ashland Pride Parade

2:30pm Deacons 11am Membership Comm
New Members Join 4pm Admin & Finance 4:30pm Session

10am-1pmWomen w/Wings (CH)

5pm AYC @ UCC 12pm Blood Drive
15 16 17 18 19  Dialogue Entries Due 20 21

10:30-12:30 PEO (CH)
11:15am Mission Task Force 10am Westminister Circle

1-2:30pm OLLI Knitters (FR)
5pm AYC @ Methodist
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

10am Dialogue Folding
4pm Organist Guild Concert 5pm Community Dinner 10-11am Belief Series
1st Pres Medford by Oprah in the Sanctuary

7-8pm Belief Series 10am-1pmWomen w/Wings (CH)

5pm AYC @ Episcopal by Oprah in the Sanctuary 7pm Taize
29  Reformation Sunday 30 31
Combined Service

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat          Preschool       Lower Calvin Hall 9:00am - 12:00pm     M - F
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri          Realtors                         Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am       Thurs
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat          OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm 1st & 3rd Tues
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri

October 2017
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First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 626 
Ashland, OR 97520 
Return service requested 
Dated material 

First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker       Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch 

Treasurer: Trish Styer pfcashland@gmail.com Bookkeeper: Tiffany Norris 

Ruling Elders on Session: Jill Turner, Elaine Morgan, Linda Purdom, Howdy Miller, Jim Holloway, John Sager  

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons: Shirley Patton, Gail Johnson, Darlene Saunders, Wendy Ray, Debbie Miller, Judi Quiett, Ruth Ralls, Sook -Ja Hansen,  

Rick Herst Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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