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Inside this issue 
Thank you for your prayers and 

encouragement as I have been heal-

ing. While I didn’t have 

side effects during my 

treatment, I continue to 

have fatigue and function 

more slowly than my usu-

al. Some days I am work-

ing from home. Please call 

ahead if you want to be sure to see 

me. And a big thank you to all who 

have stepped up to help. 

    As we move toward a new 

pastor, the Session has asked me 

to try to use up my vacation days. 

I am taking days away whenever I 

can work them in. I will be away 

Oct. 3-6 with my sister. I will also 

be taking some Sundays off.   

 Kathy 

Thank you from Pastor Kathy . . . . 

Fall team planning  worship, events, mission for October 

World Food Day potluck Oct. 16 
By Linda Purdom 

        Garrison Keillor has touted, in his “Prairie Home Companion” broad-

casts, that Lutheran church ladies are the best cooks, but I would beg to 

differ.  Our Presbyterian cooks bring dishes that are a feast to look at, as 

well as to eat.   

Sunday Oct. 16 is World Food Day.  What better occasion for an Octo-

ber potluck?  We can once again enjoy each delicious dish brought by our 

Presbyterian congregation.  Better yet, let's bring a favorite family recipe, 

one that has the kids and/or friends saying, "You made that for dinner!  

I can hardly wait."        

We'll start the potluck at about 11:20, giving the folks from the early 

service time to join us in Calvin Hall.  Again, we ask that you bring your 

own place setting as well as your favorite dish.                                                  

Pam Marsh, director of the Ashland Emergency Food Bank, will speak 

after the potluck, talking with us about the food needs in our community.   

She will speak for about 15 minutes and leave time for our questions. 

Peace and Global Witness 

Offering Oct. 2 

Setting the Table of Peace 

Every day, we are witnesses to 

conflict. Angry rhetoric fills our air-

waves, inboxes, and social media 

feeds. Surrounded by this strife, it’s 

easy to see the world through a 

dark lens of discord. We may doubt 

like the Psalmist in Psalm 78:19: 

“Can God spread a table in the wil-

derness?” Our faith tells us despite 

our doubts, sins, distrust, or even 

anger, God not only sets a table, but 

invites us to join it and partake in 

an abundance of peace. 

The Peace & Global Witness 

Offering challenges us to look at the 

world not as a place where conflict 

is inevitable, but where Christ’s 

peace is possible.  

World Communion Sunday Oct. 2 
 

Breads of the world will be served at the Lord's Table on Oct. 2.   

During fellowship you will have an opportunity to sample several breads 

with spreads and toppings. Travel the globe by coming to worship!  There 

will be one service at 10 a.m.   

(continued on page 5) 
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By Marcia Hunter, Clerk of Session 

Church elders decided at the 

September session meeting that our 

church should join the Community 

Peacebuilders Network currently 

being organized by the Ashland  

Culture of Peace Commission.  This 

organization recently introduced the 

“Eleven Days for Peace” activities 

that ended Sept. 21, on the Interna-

tional Day of Peace. 

The Commission is a group of 

local organizations and individuals 

working together to “transform our 

current culture into one of justice, 

interconnectedness, and peace”  

(Daily Tidings, 8/15/16).  Joining is 

as easy as filling out a form on a 

website (www.ashlandcpc.org) and 

having a contact name so that our 

church can be recognized as sup-

porting social justice in the  

community and can be considered 

part of the local peace network. 

Another local organization is 

working concurrently to accomplish 

similar goals. Ashland’s Interfaith 

Social Justice Coalition is a group of 

15 congregations, representing a 

number of different faiths, working 

on homelessness, climate change, 

affordable housing, immigration, 

and LGBTQ issues.  Although our 

church already works actively in 

many of these areas (homeless shel-

ter, community meals, Deacons help, 

Maslow Project, energy/water  

conservation, etc.), we have so far 

not been listed by the media as a 

supporter (Daily Tidings, 8/12/16).  

Session is hoping that someone from 

our church will get involved, since 

we all have similar goals. 

If you are interested in joining 

with others in these endeavors, 

please let the office or a Session 

member know.  

The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the November issue. Please submit by Thursday, Oct. 20. 

Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com.   

Marcia Hunter, editor 

All Saints’ Day Oct. 30 

 

 

By Carolyn Moeglein 

Ready to show your colors? 

Please join us once again behind the 

First Presbyterian Church of  

Ashland banner in the Rogue Valley 

Pride Parade  

Saturday, Oct. 8. 

This year’s theme 

is “Strength, 

Courage and  

Resilience.” 

Colorful 

MORE LIGHT  

t-shirts are available if you need 

one for the parade. Creative ideas 

are welcomed! Otherwise we will 

just be walking and smiling. 

On Saturday, Oct. 8, line up on 

Liberty Street at 10:30 a.m.; parade 

kicks off at 11 a.m. 

Call/text Carolyn at 541-621-

6992 if you can’t find us. 

SIGN UP on the clipboard in the 

narthex, in the church office or by 

contacting Carolyn Moeglein 

(cmoeglein@yahoo.com). An RSVP is 

encouraged. Unfortunately the  

parade is at the 

same time as the 

memorial service for 

Anne Sklensky. If we 

don’t have at least 

five people able to 

be at the parade, we 

may opt out for this year.   

It is good to be out in the  

community letting Ashland know 

that First Presbyterian welcomes 

everyone. If there is interest, we 

can start planning to walk in the 

Festival of Lights Parade on Friday, 

Nov. 25 as well.  More creative ideas 

needed! How can we light up Ash-

land? 

Rogue Valley Pride Parade Saturday, Oct. 8 

Ashland organizations working for peace, social justice 

The September Noisy 

Offering for Medford 

Hospice House was 

$337.44. 

      Sunday, Oct.  30, 
we will celebrate 
the Saints who 
helped us to claim 
and mature in 
faith.  Lighting  
candles and  
naming those form-

ative people (dead and alive), we 
remember how we have become 
who we are.   

Join us for worship at 8 a.m. 
or 10 a.m. 
 



Dialogue                                                           Page 3

 At the Sept. 13 Session meeting, Kathy Keener presented an outline of the tasks ahead as we prepare to 

welcome and install a new pastor.   indicates this has been completed.  

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) is elected by the congregation. 

PNC is oriented by liaison from presbytery’s Commission on Ministry-South (Steve Parker). 

The PNC completes the Ministry Information Form (MIF). 

 Approved by Session 

 Approved by Presbytery of Cascade’s Commission on Ministry-South 

Personal Information Forms (PIFs) from applicants are received and screened. 

Applicants are contacted and interviewed. 

PNC narrows to three finalist candidates. 

 

 PNC members hear finalists preach (and COM-S examines candidates). 

 One candidate is selected by the PNC for nomination to the congregation for election.  

o Negotiation of terms of call and anticipated start date by PNC 

o Arrangements for candidating weekend 

 PNC requests Session call Special Congregational Meeting on candidating weekend. 

 PNC sends out materials introducing the pastor candidate to church members (intentionally just before 

candidating weekend to protect pastor’s congregants who don’t know s/he is candidating). 

 Candidating weekend 

o Pastor candidate leads worship and preaches. 

o The PNC presents the candidate to the congregation for election.  

Congregation votes to extend Call and set Terms of Call.  

o Congregation discharges the PNC with thanks. 

 Candidate goes home and gives notice to her/his congregation; prepares to move. 

 The Presbytery of Cascades (through COM-S) concurs with the call. (Calls are three-way covenants between 

a pastor, congregation, and presbytery.) 

 Interim Pastor actively seeks next interim call. When she leaves, congregation celebrates shared ministry 

and prays goodbyes. 

 Congregation prepares for pastor’s arrival. 

o Pray for the congregation that is saying goodbye to their pastor. 

o Pray for the pastor and her/his family saying goodbyes, packing, moving, being in transition. 

o Plan welcome events and worship. 

o Prepare welcome gifts. 

o Clean, paint and prepare office. 

 Pastor candidate arrives, is welcomed by the church and begins ministry. 

 Pastor candidate is installed by the Presbytery in a special service at First Pres. 

 

Tasks toward installation of new pastor 
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By Marcia Hunter, Clerk of Session 

Session met Sept. 13 in the Fire-

side Room. Rev. Kathy Keener 

opened the meeting with prayer. 

Marcia Hunter was elected Clerk 

of Session to take over from Linnea 

Jones, who was thanked for her ser-

vice.  

Treasurer Carolyn Moeglein  

presented the August 2016 Financial 

Report – we are in good shape, on 

track with income and so far spend-

ing about half as much of our carry-

over funds as expected. Moving  

expenses for the new pastor will be 

coming up, for which the Session/

congregation will do fundraising.  

The Summer team’s mission  

giving was approved: Maslow Project 

$100; Deacon's Fund $200; Presbyte-

rian Disaster Assistance $200. 

A special congregational meeting 

was set for Sunday, Sept. 25 to elect a 

new Deacon, class of 2017.  Judi 

Quiett was nominated. 

Many tasks need to be accom-

plished prior to the installation of 

the new pastor (see page 3). Good-

byes for Kathy, who will leave a few 

weeks before the new pastor arrives, 

will also be planned.  

The winter planning team is star-

ting to meet now. Please let the office 

know if you can help during this  

important time of the church year. 

Plans are in the works for the 

2016-17 Stewardship campaign.  

Session decided to join the  

community network, Ashland  

Culture of Peace Commission (see 

page 2.). 

We had another theft on Aug. 23,  

not related to the previous break-in. 

A laptop computer and Deacons gifts 

cards worth $40 were stolen.   

Howdy Miller will spearhead the  

installation of a new drop safe and 

work with our cleaning service to set 

up protocol for security.  Others who 

have access to the building are asked 

to be extra vigilant about keeping all 

doors locked and pulling them 

tightly shut when leaving. 

The fall planning team is coordi-

nating a variety of events (see page 

1). Rick Herst has taken over  sche-

duling fellowship for this season.  

Notes for September Session meeting 

By Kathy Sager 

Community Dinner is starting 

up this month on Wednesday, Oct. 

26. Dinner is served in Calvin Hall 

at 5 p.m. (new serving time). All 

are welcome to volunteer and 

share a meal together. 

By Amy Patton 

Because the problem of lead in 

drinking water has been in the news 

a lot lately, the Buildings and 

Grounds Committee commissioned 

testing of all faucets at the church 

from which water is used for drink-

ing.   

Good news!  All of our water 

samples for lead testing came out 

below the EPA Action Levels, 15 

ppb (parts lead per billion parts wa-

ter, or parts per billion).  The labor-

atory test results were: childcare 

sink – 0.61 ppb; nursery – 2.08 ppb; 

Fireside Room sink – 0.679 ppb; 

sanctuary (communion) sink – 1.52 

ppb; Calvin Hall kitchen sink – 6.33 

ppb; Calvin Hall dish washing sta-

tion sink – 9.97 ppb. 

Since the Calvin Hall kitchen 

sinks came out with the highest re-

sults (though still below the EPA 

Action Levels), it would be wise to 

run the water for at least 30  

seconds before filling pots (per  

Oregon Health Authority 2015 

guidelines) to clear any water that 

has been sitting in the lines.  Boiling 

water with lead is not suggested, as 

it can increase the concentration. 

Good news: water testing 

shows lead concentration 

below EPA action levels 

Shirley and Doug Noakes moved to North Bend, Oregon in Septem-

ber. They now live blocks from Shirley’s daughter and her son and his 

wife. Doug writes that they miss the church and the church family and 

are appreciative of your good wishes. 

Erlene Martin tells us that her 

husband Neil’s motorized wheel-

chair has stopped working. She 

would like to know if anyone in 

our church community has or 

knows of a motorized wheelchair/

scooter that he could borrow for 

an unspecified amount of time. 

Those of you who know Neil 

are aware of how much he  

depends on that wheelchair for 

mobility.  Please call the office if 

you have any ideas. 

Can you help find a  

motorized wheel chair? 
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The memorial service for 

Anne Sklensky will be held at 

the church Saturday, Oct. 8 at 

11 a.m. followed by a reception 

hosted by the Deacons.  

During September other 

church members also experi-

enced deaths in their families: 

Randy Cleveland’s father died, 

and Marilyn Mobley’s brother.  

Our condolences to the families. 

By Gene Wright 

Thank you, everyone. We had a 

super successful workday on Satur-

day, Sept. 17.  Twenty people arrived 

to help and worked very hard. 

Please accept the appreciation from 

our whole congregation.   

We were able to accomplish 

many jobs that needed to be 

done.  There is always something to 

be done. The Buildings and Grounds 

Committee thanks all of you.  See 

you next time! 

Thank you from Buildings 

and Grounds Committee 

The programs supported by the 

Peace & Global Witness Offering help 

bring people to tables of peace, jus-

tice, and reconciliation even in the 

wilderness of war, violence, and divi-

sion. In places of abiding conflict, the 

Peace & Global Witness Offering sup-

ports the work of Presbyterian mis-

sion  

co-workers to bring together former 

enemies and begin healing the spir-

itual wounds of war.  

In congregations closer to home, 

support from the offering enables 

efforts to turn back the tide of gun 

violence that claims too many Amer-

ican lives. In other communities, it’s 

facilitating a transformative dialogue 

about the difficult subject of race to 

find new common ground. And  

everywhere, this offering supports 

witness, because by sharing the 

abiding love and mercy of Christ, 

more people can find their way to a 

seat at God’s table. 

Your support of the Peace & 

Global Witness Offering Oct. 2 

acknowledges that a wilderness of 

conflict may surround us, but we are 

not abandoned there. If we open our 

eyes to the possibilities of peace, we 

see God has set a table for anyone 

willing to take a seat. Please give 

generously. 

Peace and Global Witness Offering (cont. from page 1) 

By Karen Amarotico 

What does love look like?  It has 

the hands to help others. It has the 

feet to hasten to the poor and needy. 

It has eyes to see misery and want. It 

has the ears to hear the sighs and sor-

rows of men.  

St Augustine 

 

My dear fellow congregants,  

this is to remind everyone that come  

mid-November, we will once again 

be opening our doors to Ashland's 

neediest individuals.  

On Oct. 19 from 6:30-9:00 p.m. 

we will hold a training for shelter 

hosts in Calvin Hall.  At the meeting 

we will have a signup sheet for vol-

unteers. We need folks who are will-

ing to spend the night as a host, 

those willing to prepare a meal (aka 

soup angels), as well as volunteers 

to help with clean up on Tuesday 

mornings. 

In the coming weeks, if you are 

able to donate new socks and under-

wear (men's or women's), please 

bring them to church. We will also 

be very grateful for hot chocolate 

packets, tea, and shelf stable snacks 

for our guests. 

Thank you in advance for your 

support of this most vital service. I 

am very proud to be a part of such a 

generous and caring congregation.  

With a grateful nod to the build-

ings and grounds committee, I 

would also like to ask if anyone 

would be willing to help with a 

church yard sale to raise funds to 

help with the cost of providing our 

winter shelter.  My goal is not to  

recreate our rummage sales of the 

past. . . but rather to sell off a few 

items cluttering our homes and  

maybe some baked goods.  Thanks 

to all for even considering this! 

 

Have you noticed the new Peace 

Candle on our Communion table?  

It’s a beeswax Christ candle made by 

Keiko Miyamoto, who is very active 

in local peace activities. 

Monday Night Winter Shelter to begin in mid-November 

Simone Wren was 

married to William 

Jaquiss on 

September 10, on 

Mackinac Island, 

Michigan  
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By Barbara Marsh 

Westminster members and 

friends are invited to the home of 

Gayle Vincent at 10 a.m. Oct. 20 to 

learn and discuss what Matthew 

tells us about “Who is Jesus?”  

After greeting and eating 

together, we will note that Jesus 

speaks in parables and we have 

trouble sometimes understanding 

and doing what we need to do. Yes, 

Jesus is always the premier teacher. 

But there is oh so much more to 

discover in this fascinating study 

this year.  Our author Judy Yates 

Siker tells us that the study is an 

“exploration of the question ‘Who is 

Jesus?’  Through a variety of lenses 

you will see what a difference a lens 

makes.  No one lens provides the 

ultimate answer; only you can 

answer the question for yourself.” 

Won’t you join our study group?  

Sue Sager or Shirley Patton will be 

happy to answer any of your 

questions. 

Don’t forget to sign up at our 

church office or circle meeting place 

for lunch and tour of the new hos-

pice facility Nov. 3 in Medford, 

sponsored by Presbyterian Women

(see photo below). 

Westminster Circle discussing ‘Who is Jesus?’ 

By Marilyn Mobley 

Elsie Nelson Circle will be meet-

ing Oct. 10 at 1 p.m. at the home of 

Alice Welton. We will be studying 

Lesson 2 of our study guide "Who is 

Jesus." Jesus is the long-awaited 

Jewish messiah whose teaching 

opens the kingdom of heaven to us 

here and now. 

Visitors are always welcome. 

Contact Marilyn Mobley for more 

info.  

 

Elsie Nelson Circle to meet Oct. 10 at 1 pm 

By Marcia Hunter 

The October book club selection 

is All the Light We Cannot See, by 

Anthony Doerr, winner of the Pulit-

zer Prize.  This is a spellbinding 

book that follows the stories of two 

young people during the WWII  

German occupation of France:  a 

bright young German boy, hand-

picked by the Nazis to be sent to an 

exclusive school where he is trained 

as a radio operator to track the  

resistance, and a blind French girl – 

independent and brave in spite of 

her handicap – living with her great-

uncle, first in Paris, then in St. Malo, 

a walled city on the west coast of 

France.  

This book has everything to love: 

fascinating characters, historical 

drama, amazing suspense. Unlike 

most war stories that show the  

action from one perspective, this 

one looks at both sides in a nuanced 

way, culminating with the intersec-

tion of characters in an unforgetta-

ble ending.  Depictions of “the  

enemy” are blurred while humanity 

triumphs over nationalism. 

The Book Club will meet at the 

home of Sheryl Fiero on Monday, 

Oct. 25 at 7 p.m.  Please plan to join 

us for a lively discussion and snacks. 

Book club reading All 

the Light We Cannot See 

Indian 

artifacts 

decorated 

our 

church 

for Native 

American 

Sunday 

on Oct. 

25. 

Sign up to tour the new Hospice House on Nov. 3. “The Holmes Mansion in Medford’s Holmes Park 

will become a new hospice-care facility under the ownership of Southern Oregon Friends of Hos-

pice.”  Mail Tribune/Denise Baratta 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

5 – Eldora Nelson  

16 – Barbara Marsh 

17 – Caroline Kirkman 

22 – Jill Turner 

26 – Joanne Costantino 

28  – Shirley Noakes 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

9 – Lynn and Steve Fain 

14 – Gary and Pauline Afseth 

“For I received from the Lord 

what I also handed on to you, that 

the Lord Jesus on the night when he 

was betrayed took a loaf of 

bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is 

my body that is for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.’  

In the same way he took the cup 

also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood. Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in re-

membrance of me.’  

For as often as you eat this 

bread and drink the cup, you pro-

claim the Lord’s death until he 

comes.” 

 

 

Submitted by Debbie Miller in 

honor of World Communion Sunday 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper – Paul’s words to the Corinthians 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

Haiku Corner 

Hungry woodpecker-- 

why does she hammer so fast? 

Chasing speedy worms.  

 

     By “Poet” Robb Grover 

The October Noisy Offering is 

going to the Ashland Emergency 

Food Bank.  Bring your change 

on the second Sunday of the 

month. 

A Myrtlewood chalice and  

plate from General Assembly 

was given to FPC by Kathy 

Keener. 
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Corner of Siskiyou and Walker 
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Judi Quiett 

Deacon Moderator: Wendy Ray 
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First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 626 
Ashland, OR 97520 
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Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 

Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/1stPresAshland 



Regular Sunday Schedule      SECOND SUNDAY Schedule
8am Chapel Worship 8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso 9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship 11:20am Christian Education

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

2 World Communion Sunday 3 4 5 6 7 8
Peace/Global Witness Offering 4:30 B & G Committee AYC Fundraiser (NW Pizza) 11am Sklensky Memorial
Deacons Fund Offering 11am RV Pride Parade
One Service 10am

9 SECOND SUNDAY 10 11 12 13 14 15
Noisy Offering for Ashland 2pm A & F Committee
Emergency Food Bank 1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 4pm Session 2:30pm Deacons

12pm Blood Drive
16  World Food Sunday 17 18 19 20  Dialogue Articles Due 21 22
11:20 Potluck/Food Bank 10am  Westminster Circle

4pm Benefit Concert by 6:30-9pm Shelter Training (CH)
Tatsiana in Sanctuary Kathy at COM
23 24 United Nations Day 25 26 27 28 29

10am  Dialogue Folding

5pm Community Dinner

30          Celebration of 31
All Saints Day

7pm Women's Book Club

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Sat          Preschool       Lower Calvin Hall 9:00am - 12:00pm     M - F
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon          BNI Calvin Hall 8:00am - 9:30am       Tues
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri          Realtors                         Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am       Thurs

Weekly Building Schedule

October 2016

Kathy out of town

Susan Vacation

October 16 - Benefit
Concert to construct 
an Eastern Orthodox 
Church in Ashland. 
Tatsiana Asheichyk 
on organ/piano and 
Kristin Kessler on 
oboe and others.
4pm in the FPC 
Sanctuary. 
Admission by 
donation.
"Beauty Will Save 
the World"
- Fyodor Dostoyevsky
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