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Kathy’s Corner:  ‘ The Spirit is moving in this church ’ 

This has been an exhausting and 

exciting month.  While some may 

have a lazy end to their summer, I 

have witnessed the Spirit moving at 

an amazing pace in this church and 

among its members.  I have 

been racing to keep up 

with the many balls in the 

air! 

We have had a re-

markable response to the 

Conversations with Karen.  

Almost 90 members and 

friends have participated.  With only 

a few exceptions, I have heard of 

healing and hopeful energy generat-

ed from these discussions.  Your Self 

Study Team is exhausted from this 

marathon of sessions where they 

hosted and scribed.  But, they are 

anticipating a release of creative  

energy from you as you are dealing 

with issues of the past and are able 

to set them aside and seek God’s  

future together.  The new skills we 

will learn and practice Oct. 18 will 

allow us to discuss challenging  

subjects with respect for those with 

whom we disagree.  We are learning 

about the ways we have behaved 

together, so we may choose other 

ways to act, hopefully with grace. 

Earlier this year, the Session  

determined that we needed to right-

size our boards and structure.  We 

moved from twelve elders to six plus 

the Clerk of Session.  The Deacons 

board is being reduced to nine.  The 

Bylaws team drafted revised docu-

ments, but it was up to the new Ses-

sion to figure out how to restructure 

our organization. 

        In the past two months, 

your Session and a smaller 

group of elders met several 

times, identifying the tasks of 

our current committees, so we 

could consider how those 

would be completed. (You  

likely have seen the sheets of 

butcher paper in Calvin Hall.)  It was 

overwhelming and chaotic.  We were 

trying to find a tighter, smaller struc-

ture, but committees were holding 

tightly to their long-term identities 

and purposes.  We couldn’t see any 

possibility, but kept coming together, 

trusting that God would help us find 

the solution. 

Then the Spirit moved.  That small 

group of elders met two hours before 

the regular Session meeting, prayed 

and went to work.  

 We talked about personal expe-

riences of passionate discussion 

about worship and mission at the 

Conversations.  

 We recognized that there isn’t 

an active worship committee to  

preserve and that mission should 

really involve everyone. 

 I expressed my dream that the 

additional people who are part of the 

Advent Faire would bring that  

energy and participation to the 

whole Advent and Christmas season.   

Then someone said, “What if?“ 

and the possibility for quarterly 
teams to design and carry out a  

season of programming – including 

worship, mission, education, fellow-

ship, offerings, spiritual experiences 

and more – spilled forth.   

 I witnessed God creating some-

thing new in our midst! 

Just over a year ago, I told the 

interim pastor search committee 

that one of the most exciting parts of 

being an interim pastor is when I see 

God begin to create something new 

in their midst.  God creates out of 

chaos and nothingness.  
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. .. Long ago all the galaxies and 

this very planet were brought 

into existence out of watery  

chaos by God’s word.”  

[2 Peter 3:5b  The Message,  

Eugene Peterson] 

As I write this, I am at the coast, 

hearing the waves roll in.  I am here 

to be recharged and re-created, so 

that I will have energy and focus to 

work with you to put flesh on the 

reorganization proposal and glean 

learnings from our Self Study.   
 

We  will all want to bring our 

best to these tasks, asking God to 

lead our thinking and conversations 

and writing and all that we do to-

gether to create and step into the 

future God intends for us.    
 

God is faithful, and you were called 

by him to partnership with his Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.   

                              [1 Corinthians 1:9] 

Therefore thus says the Lord God:  

. . . Pay close attention now: I’m 

creating new heavens and a new 

earth. All the earlier troubles,  

troubles, chaos, and pain are 

things of the past, to be forgotten. 

Look ahead with joy! 

Anticipate what I’m creating!  

                             [Isaiah 65:17-18]    

The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the November issue. Please submit by Thursday, Oct. 22. 

Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com.   

Marcia Hunter, editor 

Spirit. . . .  (continued from page 1) 

By Amy Patton 

Early feedback from the Self-

Study process indicates a strong  

desire among many in our congrega-

tion for meaningful worship, music, 

mission, and fellowship experiences 

and opportunities.  Session has  

taken this input, along with infor-

mation about smaller membership 

and a reduced number of Elders, and 

put together a proposed new struc-

ture for participation in the life of 

the church. 

The idea of the new structure is 

1) to create a more comprehensively 

designed worship/mission/Christian 

education/fellowship program at the 

church, 2) to reduce the number of 

committees needed to run church 

programs, 3) to offer realistic oppor-

tunities for meaningful participation 

by members and friends. 

The proposed structure (which 

is still being drafted  and which wel-

comes your interest) replaces  

committees with  “Quarterly Pro-

gram Teams.”  Each quarter, the 

teams would be responsible to work 

with staff to design and decorate for 

worship experiences, give input on 

music, involve youth, incorporate 

mission, and plan Christian Educa-

tion. After three months of planning 

together, they will lead us through 

their quarter, evaluate, and then  

dissolve the team. 

Many of the activities of the 

church that are currently handled by 

one person – such as finding greet-

ers, ushers, community dinner, shel-

ter, SOAP, newsletter, library, food 

bank, sound system, stocking the 

kitchen, etc. will still be handled by 

that person – until such time as that 

person informs Session that they 

would like a replacement. 

We hope that you will help  

Session envision how this new struc-

ture can lead us to create better, 

more meaningful and purposeful 

worship and mission experiences 

and to better coordinate our Chris-

tian education, mission, and fellow-

ship efforts with worship.   

New participation structure proposed  for First Presbyterian   

reports from their 

summer mission trip to  

New Orleans during the 

 

at 9 a.m. in Calvin Hall. 

Kids’ Sunday School  

meets in lower Calvin 

Hall at 9 a.m, too! 

All are welcome! 
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By Marcia Hunter 

Thank you all for your partici-

pation in the Conversations with 

Karen.  Altogether we had almost 

90 members and friends join the 

groups and give their heartfelt com-

ments about our church.  The Self 

Study Team will compile the results 

of the discussions, and Karen 

McClintock will write her final  

report to share with us.   

The next step is an afternoon 

workshop entitled “Every Word a 

Gift: Healthy Congregational Com-

munications” with Karen on Sun-

day, Oct. 18 from lunch to 4. 

Everyone is invited! We hope 

that all church leaders, staff, mem-

bers and friends will make an effort 

to attend this important event. This 

workshop will be created exclusive-

ly for our needs but based on many 

previous such events Karen has  

facilitated for churches all over the 

country.  It will help us learn the 

communication skills needed to 

move forward successfully as a 

church.   

A main dish and beverages 

will be provided for lunch, and 

participants are asked to bring a 

side dish or dessert to share. We 

will use paper plates so no one will 

be working in the kitchen during 

the workshop time. 

Please encourage your church 

friends to come to this event.  You 

can let us know that you are coming 

by filling out the tear-off at the bot-

tom of this article and returning it 

to the office or  putting it in the  

offering plate. 
  

By Marjorie Bulkley, Clerk of Session 

Treasurer Carolyn Moeglein reported an income of $18,411.41 and 

expenses of $18,486.36 for the month of August.   

Session is in the process of reorganizing the committee structure of 

the church (article on page 2). Those who have questions about the pro-

posed new structure can contact Amy Patton, Elaine Morgan or Kathy.  

The Self Study Team reported that 90 members/friends signed up to 

participate in the Conversations with Karen McClintock. On Sunday after-

noon Oct. 18 from lunch to 4 p.m. Karen will lead a workshop for all 

church leaders, staff, and members on the topic of Healthy Congregation-

al Communications (article below). 

Session authorized FPC to have an entry in the Pride Parade Oct. 10 

(article page 4). 

On Oct. 11 the youth who went to New Orleans will give a talk to the 

Adult Education class. 

Session notes from September meeting 

YTD Income     $161,002     

YTD Expenses $157,066   

Net Income:          $3,936 

Thank you to all who have  
supported the congregation  

with regular payments of your 
pledged offerings and extra gifts.   

We have received 67% of the 

pledged offerings with 67% of the 

year completed.  The budget is 

right on target for the year. 

    Carolyn Moeglein, treasurer 

Financial statement  

Name(s): _______________________________________________________________________ 

________I (we) will attend the workshop on Oct. 18.   

               with _________ (number) attending. 

________I (we) won’t be able to make it. 

‘Every Word a Gift’ workshop Oct. 18 
By Marilyn Wright 

Holidays are coming!  The Dea-

cons give out food vouchers and gifts 

to ten needy families.  This is a very 

heartwarming event in our effort to 

help others at the holidays.   

We feel all of you would like to 

be part of this special activity. We 

need additional help and would be 

very grateful for any and all dona-

tions we receive to allow us to pro-

ceed with this ministry.  We thank 

you very much for your generosity.  

You may use the green Deacons  

envelopes in the pews. 

Thank you from B & G! 

By Gene Wright 

What a big turnout for our last 

workday.  Howdy and Gene want 

to thank all of you for the great 

help.  We are now much neater and 

cleaner than before.  We appreciate 

all of your hard work.  Hope to see 

you again at the next workday in 

November. 

Deacons to spread 

holiday cheer 
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Let’s parade down Main Street together 
By Carolyn Moeglein 

First Presbyterian will join many 

other community supporters in the 

Southern Oregon Pride Parade on 

Saturday, Oct. 10 at 11 a.m. 

This is a chance to show our 

town that we are a “Welcoming and 

Affirming” congregation.   While 

many say, “Of course, we welcome all 

who come here,” the fact is that we 

often wait for these people to show 

up before saying it.  Participating in 

this parade will take our message 

beyond our doors, saying *ALL* are 

welcome in our church, as Jesus wel-

comes everyone to his table. 

 We will march behind an  

Ashland First Presbyterian banner 

(above) wearing bright, colorful  

attire.  Some of you may still have 

your red t-shirt from three years ago 

when a group from FPC walked in 

the parade.  If you can find it, wear it!   

Session was not unanimous in 

voting to approve this event.   And 

we understand that some are not 

sure what statement we are making 

by being part of this parade.   While 

there are times “Gay Pride” can be-

come (or has been) more of an outra-

geous showing of inappropriate be-

havior, this event is focusing on the 

advancement and awareness of 

LGBTQ issues facing residents of the 

Rogue Valley. It is a reminder that all 

of God’s children should be treated 

with love, respect and dignity.   

Details are still pending for the 

parade.  We will put them in the  

bulletin.  Please watch for emails or 

Facebook posts about when and 

where to meet prior to the parade.   

  Dixieland Band brings lots of energy to the 140th anniversary celebration at FPC. 

Good books to 

read in library 
By Virginia King 

Christian Spirit, edited by Judith 

and Michael Fitzgerald, is a finely 

crafted book of beautiful words and 

art of early Christianity. Example: 

“Whoever does not trust the Lord in 

small matters is quite clearly an un-

believer in things of great im-

portance,” Basil the Great (329-

379). “The high and the low of all 

creation God gives to humankind to 

use. If this privilege is misused, God’s 

justice permits creation to punish 

humanity,” Hildegard of Bingen 

(1098-1179). 

 The last and final book of Mar-

cus Borg (you will recall he died 

earlier this year) is Convictions – 

How I Learned what Matters Most. It 

is a travelogue of his faith journey 

from childhood acceptance through 

doubts, agnosticism and even athe-

ism to a lifetime of sorting out what 

it really, really means to him to be a 

Christian. If you are a fan of Borg, 

this is a must read. 

 

October Birthdays 

5 – Eldora Nelson  

7 – Gayle Turner  

16 – Barbara Marsh 

17 – Caroline Kirkman 

22 – Jill Turner 

26 – Joanne Costantino 

28 – Shirley Noakes 

October Anniversary 

9 – Lynn and Steve Fain  
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(continued on page 7) 

 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

(PDA) will support our European 

partners and members of ACT Alli-

ance (Action by Churches Together) 

as they minister to the large influx of 

forced migrants.   ACT member Hun-

garian Interchurch Aid (HAI) has 

issued an appeal to help displaced 

persons in Hungary to provide hy-

giene items to the migrants, emer-

gency shelters and preparing them 

for the winter, while also offering 

psychosocial support.   

Hungarian Interchurch Aid’s 

team has started to provide psycho-

social services for children in two 

temporary reception centers in Hun-

gary. In both centers an average of 

50-100 children stay temporarily, 

typically for a couple of days. The 

target group of the project is chil-

dren between 3-14 years.  

Resettlement 
The Presbyterian Church (USA) 

will join the efforts of the Church 

World Service resettlement offices 

 Share your financial blessings 

to help disaster survivors through-

out the world. 

We collected $131.12 for  

Syrian refugees in our September 

Noisy Offering taken the Second 

Sunday.  Thank you!   

You may make designated gifts 

for our Presbyterian Disaster  

Assistance response through the 

offering (note: Refugee Crisis) or 

online at http://www.presbyter-

ianmission.org/donate/make-a-

gift/gift-info/DR000156/?

appeal=A&package=DAWeb 

Contributions   

Pray without ceasing 
     II Thessalonians 5:17 encourages us to pray continually. Following a 

disaster, our best response is first to seek God's presence on behalf of 

 

Petitions for Prayer 
 For the people of Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq – from Northern and 

Middle Africa.  For those who are among the large influx of forced           

migrants/refugees and for those who have stayed, even in harm’s way.   

 For the United Nations, our own nation, and the fellowship of     

nations. 

 For peacemakers, relief workers, and policy makers. 

 For the voices of peoples of faith, that we may have courage, grace, 

integrity and the strength to listen and to speak. 
 

And then all that has divided us will merge  

And then compassion will be wedded to power  

And then softness will come to a world that is harsh and un-

kind  

And then both men and women will be gentle  

And then both women and men will be strong  

And then no person will be subject to another’s will  

And then all will be rich and free and varied  

And then the greed of some will give way to the needs of 

many  

And then all will share equally in the Earth’s abundance  

And then all will care for the sick and the weak and the old  

And then all will nourish the young 

And then all will cherish life’s creatures  

And then all will live in harmony with each other and the 

Earth  

And then everywhere will be called Eden once again -  
 

 “And then…. “ Judy Chicago, quoted in Life Prayers, p 17. Ed. 

Elizabeth Roberts & Elias Amidon 

Presbyterian Church (USA) responds to refugee crisis; how you can help 
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Book Club reading The Worst Hard Time 
By Marcia Hunter 

This month the Women’s Book 

Club is reading The Worst Hard 

Time: The Untold Story of those who 

Survived the Great American Dust 

Bowl. 

According to the Amazon web-

site, “The dust storms that terror-

ized America's High Plains in the 

darkest years of the Depression 

were like nothing ever seen before 

or since. . . . Pulitzer Prize–winning 

New York Times journalist and au-

thor Timothy Egan follows a half-

dozen families and their communi-

ties, going from sod homes to new 

framed houses to huddling in base-

ments with the windows sealed by 

damp sheets in a futile effort to 

keep the dust out. He follows their 

desperate attempts to carry on 

through blinding black blizzards, 

crop failure, and the deaths of loved 

ones. Drawing on the voices of 

those who stayed and survived—

now in their eighties and nineties—

Egan tells a story of endurance and 

heroism against the backdrop of the 

Great Depression.” 

This book sounds like it will 

generate a lot of wonderful discus-

sion.  Please join us at Marcia 

Hunter’s home on Monday, Oct. 26 

at 7 p.m. 

Westminster Circle 

meets October 15  

 By Barbara Marsh 

Members of Westminster Circle 

will meet at 10 a.m. Oct. 15  at      

Esther Merriman’s.   We will contin-

ue studying the Horizon Bible study 

Come to the Waters, Lesson Two, 

“Life-giving Waters -- Baptism.” 

Reading Matthew 3:13-17 is sug-

gested.    

Last month we talked about 

how God gave birth to all creation 

out of chaotic waters and gave hu-

mans responsibility for caring for it. 

Now we will consider the meaning 

of baptismal waters. 

We pondered the question, 

"How can a day be transformed into 

moments of holy encounter and 

used to take in the goodness of  

everything God has made?"   

By Anne Sklensky 

The Elsie Nelson Circle will meet 

on Monday, Oct. 12, at 1 p.m., at   

Alice Welton’s home. 

We will be studying lesson 2 in 

Come to the Waters by Judy Record 

Fletcher, “Life Giving Waters – Bap-

tism.”   John the Baptist baptized  

Jesus in the river Jordan.  Baptism 

was an ancient Jewish tradition, 

symbolic of washing away sins or 

welcoming people into the Jewish 

faith. 

All church members have been 

baptized – some as infants, some 

when they join the church as young 

adults, and some as adults. This is 

one of the main Sacraments of the 

church, and it is for all of us to expe-

rience and to be witness to others’ 

baptisms.  We will discuss the lesson 

and possibly talk about our own or 

our children’s 

baptisms. 

Elsie Nelson Circle to study baptism in October 

Colossians 1:17-23 

Christ existed before all things, 

and in union with him all things 

have their proper place. He is the 

head of his body, the church; he is 

the source of the body's life. He is 

the firstborn Son, who was raised 

from death, in order that he alone 

might have the first place in all 

things. For it was by God's own deci-

sion that the Son has in himself the 

full nature of God. Through the Son, 

then, God decided to bring the 

whole universe back to himself. God 

made peace through his Son's blood 

on the cross and so brought back to 

himself all things, both on earth and 

in heaven. 

At one time you were far away 

from God and were his enemies be-

cause of the evil things you did and 

thought. But now, by means of the 

physical death of his Son, God has 

made you his friends, in order to 

bring you, holy, pure, and faultless, 

into his presence. You must, of 

course, contin-

ue faithful on a 

firm and sure 

foundation, and 

must not allow 

yourselves to be shaken from the 

hope you gained when you heard 

the gospel. It is of this gospel that I, 

Paul, became a servant — this gos-

pel which has been preached to  

everybody in the world. 

 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 
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By Lori Freed 

The Dental Mission to St. Lucia 

was highly successful. This was the 

first time the program, Great 

Shape, was asked to volunteer den-

tal services to an island other than 

Jamaica. There were two teams 

sent during a two week time peri-

od at two different locations. The 

teams were able to complete the 

dental needs for approximately 

400 people of all ages. Probably 90 

percent of the people – adults as 

well as children – had never been 

to a dentist. The dentists and hy-

gienists provided screenings, 

cleanings, fillings, extractions, and 

repair work. The work provided 

and the experience was phenome-

nal. 

The program was also able to 

meet with existing local dentists to 

encourage them to participate with 

us, providing advanced dental edu-

cation and encouraging them to 

volunteer time to their own peo-

ple. The Minister of Health even 

showed up to observe the pro-

gram. We were given lots of love, 

hugs, bananas, fruit, etc. . . . as well 

as high recommendations and 

many invitations to return. 

In my own personal experi-

ence, I was blessed to get away to a 

lovely place, to be able to wear dif-

ferent hats, and to give whatever 

and wherever I was needed. I 

helped with clerical work, checking 

people in and out, and also actually 

assisted the dentists. It was a great 

experience. 

I want to THANK everyone 

who sponsored me on this trip. 

You provided financial support 

and dental supplies, which are 

very expensive or unavailable in St. 

Lucia. It was all very needed and 

very appreciated. 

It takes a whole community. 

 Lovingly, Lori 

Lori Freed returns from dental mission in St. Lucia 

 Acorns are falling-- 

 piling up in the gutter. 

 Where is our squirrel? 

--  "Poet" Robb Grover 

Haiku  Corner  

 Large group of picnickers enjoy a beautiful day at Lake of the Woods. 

with a national petition asking 

President Obama to increase the 

resettlement of Syrian refugees.  

Most coming to the U.S. do not have 

family or close friends here and 

need emotional, spiritual as well as 

physical support.  

If you are interested in becom-

ing directly involved in accompany-

ing a newly arriving refugee family 

or supporting them through in-

kind donations, contact the nearest 

Church World Service (CWS) affili-

ate and ask to speak to their volun-

teer/outreach coordinator. The 

CWS affiliate in Portland, OR is: 

Sponsors Organized to Assist Refu-

gees (SOAR), 7931 NE Halsey 

Street, Suite 314, Portland, OR 

97213-6793, Phone: 503-284-

3002 /Fax: 503-284-3270, vvi-

la@emoregon.org, http://

www.emoregon.org/soar.php 

Refugees. . .  (from page 5) 
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Our Mission 
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