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Pastor’s ponderings: Wrapped up in God’s warm embrace 
Last winter, my wife Paula 

learned how to knit. She, along with 

Abby, knit all sorts of things, from 

hats to pot holders, even a baby 

dragon! Our home is now full of 

beautiful knitted things. One of the 

first things Paula knitted was a small 

throw blanket for my mother,  

Rosamond, who lived in Eureka at 

the time. My mother loved that blan-

ket, as it helped keep her warm 

when she got cold. We got the blan-

ket back after Mom died in May, and 

it has been sitting at the foot of our 

bed on a hope chest. I just didn’t 

know what else to do with it. 

While meeting with my spiritual 

director last week, she asked if she 

could wrap a prayer blanket around 

my shoulders as we met, to remem-

ber God’s warm embrace. Suddenly,  

I knew what to do with what was 

once my mother’s blanket! So now, 

when you come into my office, there 

is a beautiful knitted blanket on one 

of the chairs. What once was an  

expression of love and warmth for 

my mother has been re purposed to 

be an expression of God’s warm  

embrace. If you would like to receive 

that warm embrace and God’s bless-

ing, I would love to have you come 

visit. 

Janet Bristow, who gave my spir-

itual director the prayer blanket 

which gave me this idea wrote a 

prayer of blessing which goes as 

follows: 

May God’s grace be upon this 

blanket…warming, comforting,  

enfolding and embracing. 

May this mantle be a safe haven…

a sacred place of security and well-

being, sustaining and embracing in 

good times as well as difficult ones. 

May the one who wears this blan-

ket be cradled in hope, kept in joy, 

graced with peace, and wrapped in 

love. Blessed be! 

If you need to feel a sacred place 

of security and well-being, please 

drop by. God’s warm embrace 

awaits.☺ 

Blessings, 

Sunday, Nov. 4 ––Remembering the Saints: 

We’ll say the names and light candles for 

those who have died during the last year. 

Sunday, Nov. 11–– 

Stewardship program “Grateful Generosity” after both 8 and 10 

a.m. services 

Sunday, Nov. 18––Pledge dedication 

during worship; please bring your 

2019 pledge card 

Thursday, Nov 22 and Friday, Nov. 

23 –– Church office closed for 

Thanksgiving  
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the December issue. Please submit by Thursday, Nov. 22 (I 

know—it’s Thanksgiving—do the best you can!)  Email (preferred) to 

huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Marcia Hunter, editor 

Saturday, Dec. 1 at 7 p.m. 

and Sunday, Dec. 2 at 3 p.m. 
Magnificat in D major, BWV 243 

by Johann Sebastian Bach and  

Magnificat in C, D486 by Franz 

Schubert bring the words of the 

world’s most iconic mother to life.  

A selection of Marian carols 

round out this orchestrated concert 

in a resounding celebration of life, 

love, dedication and the holiday  

season. Pastor Dan will be one 

among many singing a solo. For 

tickets, call the Craterian Box  

Office at 541-779-3000. 

Rogue Valley Chor ale presents 
“The Words of Mary” 

 

By Sharon Laskos, deacons treasurer 

The Deacons are planning to 

“adopt” ten families again this 

Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

Ashland Health and Human  

Services has suggested families who 

need our assistance. We usually get 

about 20 children who receive  

Bi-Mart gift cards at Christmas, 

while the families get Shop‘n Kart 

gift cards for food at both Thanks-

giving and Christmas.  

Thank you for supporting the 

deacons through the green enve-

lopes in November and December. 

Deacons to bring  

joy to ten families 

Two long time faithful mem-

bers of our church, Ted Sockman 

and Kathy Oyler, have died recently 

and will be sorely missed.  

Ted was an elder, a regular  

usher, sometimes lay liturgist,  

member of the Buildings and 

Grounds Committee, and modera-

tor of the Finance Committee.   He 

was instrumental in making sure 

that the Kiwanis flag flew at our 

church on holidays. 

Kathy, while on session served 

as moderator of the Personnel and 

Administration Committee and was 

a beloved member of Westminster 

Circle where her hosting of the  

December potluck was always a  

delight. Kathy enjoyed decorating 

her home for the various seasons 

and created many happy memories 

for the group with her hospitality.     

She also loved to host and play  

pinochle, when that group was  

active. 

A memorial service for Kathy 

Oyler will be held in our sanctuary 

Saturday, Nov. 3 at 1 p.m. and the 

service for Ted Sockman the follow-

ing day, Sunday, Nov. 4 also at 1 

p.m. 

The Presbytery has recommend-

ed per capita of $35.50, the money 

each member is asked to pay yearly. 

Here is how the money is used. 
The largest portion goes to cover 

the costs of the work of the presby-

tery: expenses of three annual pres-

bytery meetings, Presbytery Leader-

ship Council (PLC), committee meet-

ings, administrative commissions, the 

Stated Clerk and administrative assis-

tant, general and office expenses. 

A smaller portion goes to General 

Assembly to help share in the cost in 

those things that make us Presbyteri-

an: our theological identity, connect-

edness, system of mid councils,  

ecumenical connections,. 

An even smaller portion goes to 

Synod for investment/loan admin-

istration, personnel services, health 

benefits administration, committee 

meeting expenses, and various  

commissions and boards.  

What is per capita 

used for anyway? 
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By Marilyn Wright 

The Safety Committee would like to  

report our latest activity.  The Police  

Department, Fire Department and City of 

Ashland have toured our campus.  They  

advised us about safety issues as they  

observed them.   

A recent fire in our juniper bushes near 

the bell tower has made it even more appar-

ent that there are safety concerns in and 

around our buildings. That and other areas 

of concern for our church and its members 

will be addressed soon. We are inviting any-

one who might be interested to join our 

quest as we become more aware of any 

problems and solutions.  If you are interest-

ed, please contact Bea Berry or Susan in the 

office. Burned juniper bushes 

near the bell tower. 

Safety team finding problem areas 

By Rev. Dan Fowler 

Three nights of winter shelter for 

those without housing will be provid-

ed by our church, Friday through 

Sunday evenings, from 7:30 p.m. to 

7:30 a.m. beginning Sunday, Nov. 11. 

Guests will be given a bed for the 

winter and the shelter will be behav-

ior based. All guests will be pre-

screened using a vulnerability index 

through Ashland Community  

Resource Center.  

We expect to shelter approxi-

mately 35 guests, per fire code regu-

lations. Shelter guests will sleep on 

cots, which will be stored with the 

tables and chairs in the back of Calvin 

Hall. There will be a hired security 

guard to patrol the church grounds 

on the nights we host shelter.  

The other four nights of shelter 

will be at a location provided by the 

City of Ashland, yet to be determined.  

If all goes as planned, at some point 

in mid-December, the shelter will be 

run seven nights a week at 2082 E. 

Main Street, the former Rogue Valley 

Church. 

Winter shelter 

planning update 

OHRA holding two fundraisers 

in November to benefit shelter 
Help the most vulnerable 

among us by supporting OHRA 

fundraisers 

Help Ashlanders who are strug-

gling with poverty by supporting 

one or both Weekend of Hope 

events sponsored by Options for 

Helping Residents of Ashland 

(OHRA) the weekend of Nov. 2–4.  

Proceeds help people find jobs, help 

housed families avoid eviction and 

provide shelter for the homeless. 

Services are delivered through the 

Ashland Community Resource Cen-

ter (ACRC). 

Pasta with a Purpose is a pasta 

buffet at Temple Emek Shalom, 

1800 E. Main Street on Friday, Nov. 

2 from 5:30 to 8:30. Tickets are $20, 

free for children under ten. Advance 

tickets are available at ACRC (541-

631-2235), 611 Siskiyou Blvd., Unit 

4 and from OHRA board members.  

Sleep Out on Nov. 3 will raise 

awareness of homelessness.  Partici-

pants will sleep on the athletic field 

of the former Lincoln Elementary 

School. Those sleeping out are asked 

to collect pledges for donations in 

exchange for their participation; 

participant packets available at the 

ACRC or contact Harriet Snyder via 

email, dnhdogsnhogs@gmail.com. 

Participants can pitch their tents as 

early as 3 p.m. and the event official-

ly begins at 6 p.m. Saturday and 

ends Sunday morning.  

Here are some examples of how 

donations help at the ACRC: 

• $50 buys an Oregon ID card

(continued on page 4) 
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or driver’s license, the first step 

to getting employment 

•$100 contributes to utility 

bill payments to keep the heat 

and lights on in winter 

•$200 helps with rent so 

someone doesn’t fall into home-

lessness 

•$2,500 is the average 

amount required for a rental 

deposit to get someone into 

housing. 

(continued from page 3) 

Session notes for October 
By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

Treasurer Trish Styer reported 

that income is tracking well  for 

2018 with a carryover fund that is 

being used for large capital projects. 

We have spent approximately 

$11,000 more than we took in 

through September, but that is not 

alarming because we had budgeted 

for using the carryover for deferred 

maintenance such as recent roof  

repair, painting, and construction.  

The shelter is still in a holding 

pattern until some issues can be 

worked out.  (See articles on page 3 

and 4). Session agreed that the  

Advent Faire is important and 

should not be cancelled, even if it has 

to be moved. 

The all-church retreat will be 

held the weekend of Oct. 26-28. 
Your input is vital. Please attend as 

much of the weekend as you are 

able. 

A subcommittee of session is 

working on the “Generosity”  

campaign that will feature a narra-

tive budget. A letter is coming  to the 

congregation at the end of October. 

On Nov. 11 we will have a presenta-

tion for 8 a.m. folks at Pony Espresso 

and 10 a.m. folks after the service. 

Nov. 18 is Stewardship Dedication 

Sunday. 

Session talked about mission 

possibilities for 2019.  Some sugges-

tions were Palestine/West Bank  

projects, add money to our shelter 

budget, and Congo Mission part-

nership.  These will be considered 

during the budgeting process.  

Session discussed the juniper 

bushes/fire hazard issue, saying the 

fire department is adamant that the 

bushes have to come out. Buildings 

and Grounds is working on it. 

Other fire measures include a 

new extinguisher needed in the  

sanctuary balcony, lowering the  

nursery fire extinguisher for wheel-

chair access, replacing extension 

cords with surge protectors and 

fixing  rolling doors on the kitchen 

counter for fire suppression.  

The Membership Committee is 

planning to conduct a new Time and 

Talent Survey in January. 

Advent Faire plans 

in limbo right now 
By Marcia Hunter 

Scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 2 

from after church to 2 p.m., the tradi-

tional Advent Faire, our festive craft-

making and lunch celebration at the 

beginning of the Christmas season, 

may compete for space in Calvin Hall 

with our weekend shelter this year.   

Session feels it is important that 

we continue our Advent Faire tradi-

tion and will meet again to decide on 

a venue and finalize plans. 

Luckily, the people who have 

 always supported the Advent Faire 

should be able to pull things together 

without a lot of lead time.  As soon as 

the shelter plans are finalized, we 

will go into overdrive and get things 

ready. 

If you are one who has helped in 

the past—or if you have never 

helped and would like to— please 

contact Marcia Hunter 

(huntermarcia@gmail.com).  If I 

don’t hear from you, I will be in 

touch as soon as planning can go  

forward.  

In any case, reserve the date for a 

good time and get ready to continue  

a festive tradition that has gone on 

for about 30 years or so. 

Fundraisers. . . . 
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Although not a Hobbit myself and 

not much of a Lord of the Rings fan, I 

do share with Bilbo Baggins and Rick 

Herst Sept. 22, right there on the  

autumnal equinox, as our shared 

birthday.  I mention this only to say 

that Hobbits have an oppositional tilt 

when it comes to birthdays. The cele-

brant offers a gift to each party guest 

and receives none.  I think life is 

more enchanting when we practice 

that kind of freedom to innovate 

around holidays. 

A measured contrariness can be 

seen in the church calendar by  

whoever scheduled All Saints Day on 

the heels of my personally least  

favorite holiday, All Hallows Eve.  I 

know the two days are fraternal 

twins, but I protest the inordinate, 

creepy attention to Halloween which 

has in our culture blocked the sun 

from All Saints Day like that hedge 

that played hide and seek with the 

original Ashland First Pres peace 

pole until the militia of landscape 

pruners finally lopped their way 

through the Siskiyou jungle and  

rescued it this spring.  

Let’s hallow the saints in our 

lives more than the most out-

landish characters.  I exclude 

children from this diatribe. I 

love seeing little kids and dogs 

in their costumes.  But adults 

dressed like zombies, trollops or 

Trump? Naw. 

So, in my rearrangement of 

tradition, Nov. 11, the former 

Armistice Day and current  

Veterans Day, is the onset of 

“Gratitude Season.” I mark it by 

saying thank you to veterans of 

the armed forces, and I pay that 

respect by zeroing in on my two  

beloved older brothers with whom I 

communicate daily despite their  

location on the east coast of Florida.  

Wally (b. 1944) served on the 

carrier USS Intrepid in the South  

China Sea from 1964-67.  He made 

liquid oxygen three decks below in a 

foreboding, clamoring, fetid  

compartment called “After Steering.”  

From 1965-’68 Richie (b.1946) 

braced himself out in the weather on 

the bridge as a semaphore flag-

waving signalman of two LSTs, USS 

York County and USS Walworth 

County.  Those are the ships which 

open their huge maws beachside to 

allow Marines and their tanks to 

storm ashore.  Thus, in honoring 

Wally and Richie, I honor all military 

veterans. 

But let’s see how to expand  

Veteran Day’s glow to the rest of us.  

My brothers, both working class,  

inner-city lads, graduated from voca-

tional high schools prior to enlist-

ment. Rich trained to be a cook,  

Wally a machinist.  On completing 

their stints in the Navy, they enrolled 

in college where, paid for by the GI 

Bill and much part-time work, they 

earned their teaching credentials. 

Then Richard put in 35 years teach-

ing public high school students with 

severe behavior difficulties in New 

York. Walter, a gifted elementary 

physical education teacher in Florida 

and Indiana, retired after the same 

span.  

Every adult is a veteran of a  

campaign of some sort in the strug-

gle to overcome obstacles or to build 

a career: parenting, nursing, guiding, 

building, protecting, planting, reap-

ing or maybe just surviving. During 

Gratitude Season, we affirm all who 

serve. 

This carnival of thanks and 

praise runs through Thanksgiving 

and Christmas, a tide of contrarian 

graciousness to wash away the previ-

ous turbid season of electoral blame, 

shame, infantile name calling and 

character assassination.   

Fete a vet: Thank you for your service! 
By Sam Alvord 

Haiku Corner 

Had enjoyed red leaves. 

Today that tree's limbs are bare. 

Overcoat feels good. 
By “Poet” Robb Grover 
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Heidi Binder to speak about Oregon Community Foundation 
By Sue Sager 

Please join the Presbyterian 

Women on Nov. 1 at 1 p.m. for our 

regular meeting, where our program 

will feature Heidi Binder (daughter 

of Helga and Bernie Binder) who will 

discuss The Oregon Community 

Foundation (OCF).  Heidi will share a 

wealth of information about this  

important community resource for 

those who want to give as well as for 

those who receive. 
Prior to joining OCF, Heidi put 

her master’s degree in intercultural 

relations to work as a program  

director at the University of Califor-

nia Berkeley, working with donors, 

alumni and international students.

She also served as a community 

mediator and dialogue group facilita-

tor and has taught courses in inter-

cultural conflict. Heidi is grateful for 

the opportunity to give back, in  

particular to Southern Oregon, 

where she was born and raised. 

As one of the ten largest commu-

nity foundations in the country, OCF 

connects people who want to make a 

difference in their communities with 

organizations creating positive 

change. They connect donors to 

causes they care about, nonprofits to 

grant opportunities, and student to 

scholarships.  In addition to learning 

about OCF, we will reflect on what 

matters most to each of us individu-
ally and collectively.

 Here is a website link: 

www.oregoncf.org 

I’m looking forward to seeing 

you on Nov. 1. 

By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club is read-

ing Sourdough by Robin Sloan for 

their November selection.  They will 

meet at the home of Marilyn Love on 

Monday, Nov. 26 at 7 p.m. for snacks 

and conversation about the book.   

Named one of the best books of 

2017 by NPR, San Francisco Chroni-

cle, Barnes and Noble, and Southern 

Living, this book is about a woman 

working in the Bay Area tech indus-

try who is so busy she orders dinner 

every evening from the neighbor-

hood deli owned by two brothers.  

When they are forced to close up 

shop, they insist she take their  

famous sourdough starter and “feed 

it daily, play it music and learn to 

bake with it. Lois is no baker but

she could use a roommate, even if 

it is a needy colony of microorgan-

isms.” (Amazon) 

Where Robin Sloan goes with the 

blending of technology and food  

provides the intriguing rest of this 

story.  It sounds like a good one.  Join 

us for the discussion.  

Women’s Book Club reading 

Sourdough for November selection 

Circles to meet for 

Bible study 

By Barbara Marsh 

Westminster Circle will meet 

at their usual time, the third Thurs-

day of the month, Nov. 15 at 10 a.m. 

at the home of Barbara Marsh.  They 

will socialize, enjoy coffee and  

refreshments and continue their 

study of the Bible through the  

Horizon series. 

Please join us. 

By Marilyn Mobley 

Elsie Nelson Circle will be 

meeting on Mon. Nov. 12 at the 

home of Addie Thornton at 1 p.m.. 

Our study guide is entitled "God's 

Promise--I am With You." We will 

be studying Lesson 3, “God With Us 

in Our discouragement.”  

God's promise of presence gives 

us courage, strength, boldness, and 

hope, when on our own we would 

lose heart.  

Visitors are always welcome. 
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John Sager brings medical care, God’s love to refugees 
By John Sager 

It is amazing to me the remarkable resilience of 

some people. I don’t know where it comes from or how 

it happens. We all have seen it in others and many of you 

have shown it in your own lives when faced with adver-

sity.  

On this last trip to the Middle East, I again witnessed 

it in these Syrian refugees, living in a state of diaspora. 

Lacking the most basic essential needs for living, they 

have found not only a way to survive and endure but 

have managed to establish a new community in their 

host country. 

It is an amazing experience to help people in this  

situation because, while they appear to need so much, 

they get by with, and are appreciative of, so little. I come 

away humbled by them and examine anew my own  

perceived requirements for a happy and meaningful life. 

Time will only tell when and how this conflict will 

resolve. The war in Syria seems to be winding down, but 

the prospects for returning home is poor. Many have lost 

family, their homes and business or means to make a 

living. The infrastructure has been severely damaged. 

Many face retaliation if they return, and they do not 

trust the government. And then there is the emotional 

consequence this war has had on them and the mental 

difficulty of returning to a place that has left a deep scar. 

Thanks again to all of you for your wonderful  

support over the years in helping me do this medical  

relief work. It is much appreciated not only by me, but 

more importantly, by those I have been able to help in 

some small way. 

Vulnerable Syrian child, 

standing close to mother’s side. 

You are too small, and thin. 

Where has your smile ended up, 

since you last wore it?  

Uncertain eyes staring and concerned. 

You have seen more then anyone should, 

and your mother’s heart has kept you safe. 

Stay where you are, protected and loved, 

until this madness ends. 

Downhearted 

Syrian mother, 

You sit down 

slowly and 

resigned. 

I sense the 

heaviness in 

your weight, 

not of body but 

years. 

Your eyes reflect the same. 

Visions seen, now memories triggering pain. 

I cannot imagine or comprehend, 

but through you, without words. 

Your movement and your eyes tell a sorrowful story. 

I’m sorry. 

It cannot be, you living here. 

But then here you are, 

with your three young children. 

This place of sun and dust, 

hopeless days and long stretching nights, 

lost dreams, haunting thoughts. 

I see you trying. 

You are here after all. 

Please, please keep trying. 

You are loved. You are. 

We will help. 

Love to you all, 

John 
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By Beckie Pinnock 

I was born and raised in Ashland, 

attending church and singing at Trin-

ity Episcopal from birth-:).  I attend-

ed schools in Ashland, including 18 

years at Southern Oregon University 

(earning a BA in secondary educa-

tion, and an MA in elementary educa-

tion). 

During that time, I was raising 

my daughter and sons and being a 

wife. When I began teaching music in 

the public school system, things were 

in flux in the church, and I stopped 

attending services nearly 30 years 

ago. 

Now I am retired from teaching, 

my children are grown, and I have a 

grandson. This is a new chapter in 

my life, and I feel blessed to have 

been guided to this warm community 

through music. 

I am enjoying singing with the 

Southern Oregon Repertory Singers, 

Jefferson Baroque Orchestra, the 

Gothic Voices Medieval Choir and 

playing percussion in the Ashland 

City Band and the Rogue Valley Wind 

Ensemble. 

When Laurie Ann asked me if I 

wanted to come sing on Christmas 

Eve, it was exactly what I needed. 

My realization that I was ready to 

be involved with a church communi-

ty again came slowly. . . but sure-

ly.  The community at First Presby-

terian has made me feel so welcome; 

and so many familiar faces! Thank 

you. 

Five new members welcomed to First Pres 
By Cathy Gerbracht 

My husband Kirk and I moved 

to Medford in November 2017 and 

just recently retired in April. We 

had lived in Southern California for 

35 years raising our daughter  

Danielle.  

I worked in the group health 

insurance industry for 25 years and 

ended my career with Anthem Blue 

Cross as an Executive Account  

Manager renewing large corporate 

clients. 

I had been an active member 

and elder of the La Canada Presby-

terian Church, and, once in South-

ern Oregon began church "shop-

ping" which lasted several months. 

Preferring to join another Presby-

terian Church, I was looking for a 

friendly church with a real heart for 

mission work.  I visited three  

Presbyterian, two Methodist, two 

Lutheran, two Episcopal, and one 

Fellowship church before realizing 

my new "home" was First Presby-

terian Church of Ashland.     

My first visit was to the 8 

o’clock service, and out of the 20 

people in attendance, five people 

invited me to coffee that morning 

(wow)!  The pastor, sermons, pray-

ers of the people during the service, 

and the work with the homeless 

was impressive, and I am excited 

and happy to call myself a member 

of this church. Cathy Gerbracht 

Denise Deneaux and Beckie Pinnock 
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By Jeannie Taylor 

Jerry and I were born in North Platte, Nebraska and were 

high school sweethearts.  I went to college in Denver, and he 

went to college in Nebraska.  We married other people for 20-

some years each.  Then we got back together and have been 

married for 31 lovely years.  We have four children and elev-

en grandchildren.   

I retired from Farmers Insurance when Jerry and I got 

married.  I had an agency in Denver.  I have lived in North 

Platte, Denver, Selma AL, Perrin TX. Miami FL. Kansas City, 

Los Angeles, Escondido CA, San Francisco and Ashland. 

We  attended the First Presbyterian Church years ago and 

then just stopped going.  It's right "down the hill" from our 

house. . . and was so convenient. 

Then a few months ago we attended one Sunday and  

really liked Rev Fowler and the members of the congrega-

tion.  It feels so comfortable to us. 

Denise Deneaux’s 

bio will be featured in 

next month’s Dialogue. 

New members . . . . 

Jerry and Jeannie Taylor 

By Jerry Taylor 

I was born and raised in North 

Platte, Nebraska and, following 

graduation in 1958, worked my 

way through college. I first attended 

Kearney State College in Kearney, 

Nebraska and in 1964 graduated 

from the University of Nebraska 

with a BSBA, later earning an MBA 

from the University of Southern 

California in 1970.  

I met Jeanne in high school and 

soon went steady. After graduation, 

Jeanne and her family moved to 

Denver, and we both moved on to 

marry others. Years later, I looked 

up Jeanne in Denver and, after a 

couple years of a long distance rela-

tionship, we married in 1987 and 

moved to Almadin, CA. 

After holding various financial 

management positions, in 1984 I 

joined Applied Materials Inc, the 

world’s leading supplier of Semi-

conductor fabrications systems in 

Santa Clara CA. I finished my career 

as Senior Vice President and Chief 

Financial Officer. 

I have previously served as 

president of the Board of Directors 

of La Clinica Health Services, and on 

the boards of SOU, Lithia Motors, 

and Ashland YMCA; I am now on 

the BOD of the Oregon Shakespeare 

Festival.  

Jeanne and I bought a home in 

Ashland in 1996 and moved to  

Ashland full time in 2003. We enjoy 

this community very much and feel 

fortunate to have made so many 

friends here.   

(Editor’s note: Jeannie’s given 

name is spelled Jeanne, but she likes 

to be called Jeannie.)  

November Birthdays 
3–Christine McCollom  

4–Lynn Fain  

6–Dee Copple  

7–Marilyn Mobley 

9–Adam Moeglein 

10–Virginia King 

11–Alma Geisslinger  

18–Eleanor Robison  

19–Mark Shibley 

20–Carolyn Wetzel 

23–Karen Amarotico  

25–David Hall  

25–Karl Moeglein 

25–Amy Lepon  

28–Sandra Saunders  

29–Brian McQuade 

November Anniversaries 
16–Dennis & Sandra Slattery  
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By Susan Coghill 
We have a church database that 

anyone in the church who signs up 
can access.  On the church website 
at www.firstpresashland.org, 
under links, and now also under 
affiliates, you can click the church 
database link and it will take you to 
Realm. 

Once there you can look and 
see all the updated information, 
like new address and phone 

numbers, for the members and 
friends of our church. You can also 
see what you have given, in case 
you misplace your statements. 
     With stewardship just around 
the corner, we thought it would be 
a good idea to let everyone know 
that if you can’t get your pledge 
card to the church office, or won’t 
be here for the pledge dedication 
on Nov. 18, you can make your 
pledge online in Realm.

Church database available 
to members and friends 

Isaiah 64 Good News Translation 

(GNT) 

Why don't you tear the sky 

open and come down? The moun-

tains would see you and shake with 

fear. They would tremble like wa-

ter boiling over a hot fire. Come 

and reveal your power to your ene-

mies, and make the nations tremble 

at your presence! There was a time 

when you came and did terrifying 

things that we did not expect; the 

mountains saw you and shook with 

fear. No one has ever seen or heard 

of a God like you, who does such 

deeds for those who put their hope 

in him. You welcome those who 

find joy in doing what is right, 

those who remember how you 

want them to live. You were angry 

with us, but we went on sinning; in 

spite of your great anger we have 

continued to do wrong since an-

cient times. All of  

us have been sinful; even our best  

actions are filthy through and 

through. Because of our sins we are 

like leaves that wither and are 

blown away by the wind.  No one 

turns to you in prayer; no one goes 

to you for help. You have hidden 

yourself from us and have aban-

doned us because of our sins. 
But you are our father, Lord. 

We are like clay, and you are like 

the potter. You created us, so do 

not be too angry with us or hold 

our sins against us forever. We are 

your  

people; be merciful to us. Your  

sacred cities are like a desert;  

Jerusalem is a deserted ruin, and 

our Temple, the sacred and beauti-

ful place where our ancestors 

praised you, has been destroyed by 

fire. All the places we loved are in 

ruins. Lord, are you unmoved by all 

this? Are you going to do nothing 

and make us suffer more than we 

can endure?   

I Corinthians 1:4-9 

I always give thanks to my  

God for you because of the grace he 

has given you through Christ  

Jesus. For in union with Christ you 

have become rich in all things,  

including all speech and all 

knowledge. The message about 

Christ has become so firmly estab-

lished in you that you have not 

failed to receive a single blessing, 

as you wait for our Lord Jesus 

Christ to be revealed.  He will also 

keep you firm to the end, so that 

you will be faultless on the Day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is to be 

trusted, the God who called you to 

have fellowship with his Son Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

Bible verses for November 

                   Mark your Calendar! 
                Find your gardening gloves!
                 Prepare to dust and polish!
Everyone is welcome to come to All 
Church Workday on Saturday, 
November 17, from 9-12 noon. We 
need to clean up for Advent! Bring 
tools, gloves and wear grubbies and 
we can whip this out in a short time.  
We appreciate any help you can 
give.  We even have a Fellowship 
time with coffee, goodies and 
visiting.  Please join us. 

http://www.firstpresashland.org


Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 All Saint's Day 2 3

6pm Pasta with a Purpose 8:30-12 AEFB Green Bag (CH)

1pm Presbyterian Women 1pm Kathy Oyler Memorial

5 6 7 8 9 10
10am Bible Study 11am Membership

4
Remembering the Saints 
1pm Ted Sockman Memorial 10-1pm Women with Wings(CH)

3-5pm AEFB Pie Social
5:45 Mens Book Club

Daylight savings ends 12pm Blood Drive
11 Veterans Day 12 13 14 15 16 17
Birthday Sunday Office Closed 9:30am Admin & Finance 10am Bible Study
Stewardship Sunday 2pm Deacons 10am Westminster Circle 9-Noon Work Day

1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 5pm B & G

18 19 20 21 22  Thanksgiving Day 23 24
Pledege Dedication 10am Bible Study Office Closed Office Closed 10-1pm Women with Wings(CH)

Dialogue Entries Due
11:30 Session

25 26 27 28 29 30
7pm Womens Book Club 10am Dialogue Folding

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat          Realtors Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am         Thurs
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri          OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm 1st & 3rd Tues
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat          OLLI Watercolor Nursery 10am-1pm Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon          OLLI Logic Group Small Meeting Room 12pm-1pm Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri          OLLI Dream Group Small Meeting Room 10am-11am Fri

Weekly Building Schedule
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First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker  Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch 

Treasurer: Trish Styer pfcashland@gmail.com  

Ruling Elders on Session: Jill Turner, Linda Purdom, Jim Holloway, John Sager, Elaine Morgan, John Wren  

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons: Gail Johnson, Ruth Ralls, Rick Herst, Wendy Ray, Judi Quiett, Sook -Ja Hansen, Katy Slyt 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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