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By Marcia Hunter  

The SST committee would like to 

thank Karen McClintock for her 

wisdom, love, and dedication to our 

church for the last several weeks.  

Also, thank you to all the partici-

pants of the conversations with 

Karen and to those who attended the 

Sunday afternoon communications 

workshop.   

Our committee was overjoyed 

with the response (90 people for the 

conversations, 53 for the workshop). 

For us, this validated how many 

people are loyal to this church and 

want to see it thrive.  We’ve heard 

many positive and heartfelt 

comments about the small group 

and large group sessions.  Here are 

just a few of them (and I got their 

permission to quote them in the 

newsletter). 

Margie Lininger wrote, "I am 

hopeful and energized after our 

honest and thoughtful conversa-

tion.  We seem ready to let go of old 

hurts and move forward with 

Christian love." 

Marjorie Bulkley said, “I couldn't 

believe how fast four hours went 

by.  The number of people who came 

to the workshop was gratifying, and 

they stayed the whole time.  I think 

we all received much information 

from what Karen had to give us (i.e., 

how to work and get along 

together).       

Randy Stothers spoke about the 

Conversations, workshop bring positive response 

By Rev. Kathy Keener 

Seven previous elders left office 

and four new elders were installed.  

Pages of newsprint hung on Calvin 

Hall’s walls. Several committees 

stopped meeting.  Elders have told 

you that the session is reorganizing 

our structure and leaning toward a 

quarterly team approach. In this al-

ready and not yet time, how are we 

doing ministry? 

Some committees are continuing 

to meet and do the work previously 

assigned to them.  They are begin-

ning to consider ramifications of 

changed tasks and committee mem-

bership.  If they do not have an ac-

tive elder on the committee, they 

submit written reports to Session. 

(These include Building and 

Grounds, Finance, Personnel and 

Administration, Parish Life, and 

Membership.) 

Some committees no longer 

function.  The Session is still respon-

sible for these parts of the FPC min-

istry.  The work is being done by 

staff and volunteers (i.e.: decorating 

for World Communion Sunday, 

scheduling Sunday School teachers 

for Second Sundays, promoting spe-

cial offerings).  When decisions need 

to be made, the Session acts as com-

mittee-of-the-whole (i.e.: authoriz-

ing the treasurer to pay out mission 

funds, scheduling holiday services, 

making a plan for childcare during 

worship). 

We hope that soon, we will be 

asking for you to sign up to serve on 

one of the quarterly teams that will 

coordinate our worship, mission, 

How does ministry get done in the ‘already’ and ‘not yet’? 

(continued on page 2) 



Page 2                                        Dialogue 

The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the December issue. Please submit by Thursday, Nov. 19. 

Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com.   

Marcia Hunter, editor 

 

Enjoy a meal and some interest-

ing conversation with the college 

group!  Go it alone or team up with 

a friend to provide a family-sized 

meal for the group in your comfort-

able home environment.  If you 

wish, the group can help you 

cook!  Call Amy Patton with ques-

tions or to volunteer. 

education, fellowship and more.  

Each team will plan for three months, 

carry out the ministry they planned 

for three months, evaluate and cele-

brate completion of their quarter, 

and disband. 

In the meantime, some of the 

work of committees is prompted by 

the office.  Individuals who care 

about a part of our program some-

times ask a question or volunteer to 

help with a task that prompts further 

action.  Kathy and Susan are doing 

their best to keep the wagon rolling. 

The nominating committee is 

meeting to nominate people to serve 

as Deacons and for the 2016 Nomi-

nating Committee at-large positions.  

A congregational meeting will be 

called for the election. 

College Group dinner 

volunteers sought 

Ministry. . . . (continued from page 1) 

Will you volunteer to help with childcare? 
By Kathy Keener 

Recently, our childcare provider, 

Sierra Stamps, resigned.  With no reg-

ular preschoolers, the care was pri-

marily for guest children and an occa-

sional older child, who needed a 

break from sitting in worship.  After 

consulting with parents, the Session 

decided not to fill the childcare pro-

vider position at this time.  Instead, 

we are asking you to consider being 

one of 6-10 people who are on call if  

a young child/children should come 

with parents or grandparents on a 

Sunday.   

If you volunteer, your name will 

be placed on a list in the ushers’ cabi-

net with others who have expressed 

willingness to be tapped to care for 

children.  When a child enters, greet-

ers and ushers will be directed to 

check the list and find a volunteer to 

take the child to the Childcare Center. 

Please contact the church office to 

indicate your interest in becoming a 

volunteer childcare provider.  Men 

and women are encouraged to sign 

up.  Due to child safety precautions, 

backgrounds will be screened and 

volunteers trained in precautions and 

policies.  Infants, toddlers, preschool-

ers and their families thank you! 

Christian Education Assistant  

position available 

An advertisement is on 

Craigslist, seeking a new Christian 

Education Assistant.  The job in-

cludes: participation in the Ash-

land Youth Collective leadership 

team and attendance at youth 

events; enrichment with kids who 

leave worship before the sermon; 

participation on Quarterly Plan-

ning Teams to encourage involve-

ment of youth and children and 

implementation of education 

themes for all ages. The position is 

for 35-45 hours per month at $15 

per hour. 

 

We have a virtual prayer chain 

at First Pres.  When someone has a 

prayer request, they email or call 

the church office.  The request is 

then emailed to a list of people 

who have requested to receive it 

and have promised to pray for 

what is requested.  There are a 

few people who are contacted by 

phone who don’t get email. 

Our workshop with Karen 

McClintock led the Deacons to 

take a new look at the prayer 

chain.  It is now being reviewed.  

Until then, if you wish to ask oth-

ers to pray: 

1. Verify that a person actually 

wants their request on the prayer 

chain.  (Just because Lois thinks 

Millie should be prayed for does 

not mean Millie wants her name 

or situation publicized.) 

2. Ask the person specifically, 

for what they wish prayer.  How 

would you like me to phrase it?  

What do you need from God?  Be-

cause God knows our needs before 

we ask, details and explanations 

are not necessary. 

Did you know we have 

a Prayer Chain? 

(continued on page 7) 
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loss of the 9:15 service, which he 

feels threatened our future.  He 

wants to ask everyone how much 

they are willing to do to save our 

church.  He says, “It’s not about 

what I want but rather what do I 

need to do to help our church? 

Other churches have made difficult 

choices in hiring a new minister 

and making a commitment to 

grow.  We can do the same.”  

The SST committee is currently 

working on our final report, and we 

will let you know as soon as it has 

been completed.  Meanwhile, look 

at the box below to see a few 

reminders of healthy communi-

cation skills for this month.  More 

to come next time. 

Workday is November 14 

By Howdy Miller and Gene Wright 

Workday is upon us again.  On 

Nov. 14 from 9-12 noon please    

assemble at the church with your 

gloves, rags, grubbies, tools and  

ideas to begin another clean up. 

Everyone is welcome and 

appreciateted. Thanks. 

 

 

Tips for speaking the truth in love 

 Go directly to the person you have an issue with or concern for rather 

than going to anyone else (unless you have been or are likely to be 

abused). 

 Use “I” statements:  (I think, I want, I feel). 

 Avoid “you” statements (such as: you jerk, you callous cold creep, etc.). 

 Use assertion rather than passive or aggressive speech.  

                                                                                                   McClintock 2015 

SST report (cont. from page 1) 

September Finance Report 

YTD Income     $177,182.33  

YTD Expenses $173,155.06  

Net Income:          $4,027.27 

For more details see church 

website. 

Carolyn Moeglein, treasurer 
By Marjorie Bulkley, Clerk of Session 

Treasurer Carolyn Moeglein 

reported an income of $12,819.68 

and expenses of $16,089.12 for the 

month of September. 

Consultant Karen McClintock 

and members of the Self Study 

Team joined Session, as Karen 

McClintock discussed her report on 

the group conversations, along with 

her observations/

recommendations. 

Steve Parker, our COM liaison, 

attended this meeting. 

Sierra Stamps has resigned as 

Child Care Provider.  As there are so 

few children attending church, 

there was discussion as to whether 

to hire another provider or to ask 

for volunteers. 

Session is checking into wheth-

er our church should participate in 

the Ashland Halloween parade. 

Stewardship Moderator Jill 

Turner reported there will be a 

breakfast on Nov. 5 to start the 

stewardship program.  Dedication 

Sunday will be two weeks later. 

At the request of the P and A  

Committee, Session approved a 5% 

raise for Interim Pastor Kathy 

Keener, to take effect on the anni-

versary date of her hiring. 

   

Session notes for October meeting 

The church office would like to 

find new homes for some things we 

don’t use anymore, because we 

don’t keep as many paper records 

as before.  We need the storage 

space these items are filling: 

 IBM  Selectric typewriter 

 Typewriter table 

 4-drawer metal filing cabinet  

 Desktop hutch 

Just call Susan at the church of-

fice (541-482-3536) and tell her 

when you will pick up your free 

stuff. 

Come and get free stuff! 

       OPB recently aired an episode of the 

documentary Oregon Experience about 

the Oregon Shakespeare Festival history 

and evolution. If you missed the broad-

cast, you can watch it online. The episode 

features Shirley Patton and Kathy Oyler, 

along with many other OSF dignitaries.  

http://watch.opb.org/video/2365586039/?

utm_source=mail2&utm_medium=email&utm

_campaign=MKT15%20On%20the%

20Bricks%20October%20102415    
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November Birthdays 

3 – Christine McCollom 

4 – Lynn Fain 

6 – Dee Copple 

7 – Marilyn Mobley 

9 – Adam Moeglein 

10 – Virginia King 

11 – Alma Geisslinger 

18 – Eleanor Robison 

20 – Carolyn Moeglein 

23 – Karen Amarotico 

25 – Karl Moeglein 

28 – Sandra Saunders 

By Marcia Hunter 

It’s Advent Faire time again – on 

Sunday, Dec. 6 after church until 2 

p.m.  Featured this year will be 

wreaths/swags, centerpieces, can-

dles, ornaments, 

photo booth, gin-

gerbread houses, 

and many more 

crafts for all ages, 

as well as a giving 

tree for the winter 

shelter.  Prices are 

the same as last 

year: $10 for 

adults/$5 children 

for one of every-

thing.  Or individual crafts/lunch 

range from free to $3. 

We are seeking workers to help 

out at a craft table, make soup or 

cookies, or assist in the kitchen. If 

you wish to be a part of the crew, 

please call or email Bea Berry or 

Marcia Hunter for crafts and Debbie 

Miller for kitchen/food.  Set-up will 

be from 9-2 on Saturday, Dec. 5 

(lunch provided). 

Things to save and donate are 

Christmas rummage sale items 

(ornaments, decorations, etc.), natu-

ral wreath deco-

rations (small 

pine cones, 

seeds, mistletoe, 

moss, evergreen 

boughs, and hol-

ly), empty shoe 

boxes, Maslow 

Project kids’ 

items (school 

supplies, person-

al care products, socks/underwear, 

little toys or Christmas items), and 

socks, gloves or scarves for the shel-

ter tree.   

It’s the 35th year of the Advent 

Faire.  Come and celebrate the be-

ginning of this wonderful season 

with your church family! 

Come celebrate season of Advent 

By Virginia King 

Here we have Discerning God’s 

Will by Ben Campbell Johnson. This is 

not an easy thing to do but the 

purpose of his book is to help you 

begin sorting out your life 

experiences to see where God has 

led you in the past to what is 

meaningful to you. This is not a 

difficult book to read. 

 This next book is difficult at 

first to “wade” through but gets 

more and more interesting as you 

read along. It is Keith Ward’s God, 

Faith and the New Millennium, 

Christian Belief in an Age of Science. 

Ward demonstrates that there is a 

fit between modern science’s 

discoveries of creation without 

negating Christian beliefs. He 

provides a tiny glimpse into how 

the “mind” of God may work. 

Editor’s note:  The rumor mill 

has it that Virginia has read all the 

books in the church library.  But our 

recent training taught us that 

rumors aren’t always accurate!  She 

assures me she has NOT read them 

all but she HAS read all the books she 

recommends and reviews for us each 

month.  Thanks, Virginia! 

  

Virginia’s church library recommendations  

Some of you recently met our 

Presbytery COM liaison Steve 

Parker at church or at the com-

munications workshop. He will 

be helping us in our search for a 

new pastor. 

In case you ever need to con-

tact him, here is his information: 

Steve Parker, Commission on 

Ministry liaison, 541-660-2494, 

steveparker182@gmail.com 

Meet Steve Parker, 

COM Liaison 

 
 

CELEBRATE WHAT IS GOOD 

IN THE WORLD 

Stewardship Breakfast 

Nov. 8   9-10am (education hour) 

Calvin Hall 

Please RSVP to church office 
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Fall has arrived and with it our 

monthly Community Dinner.  We 

make, serve and share a dinner with 

and for the community in which we 

live.  A highlight of the evening is 

sitting at a table with members of 

our community – sharing a meal and 

conversation.  You, and whomever 

you invite (friend, stranger, family) 

will enjoy a free, fresh cooked meal. 

This outreach mission is lots of fun 

for the participants and guests alike. 

The next Community Dinner is 

Nov. 18 at 5:30 p.m.  

If you would like to volunteer, 

please contact Kathy Sager:   

kathysager@mail.com 

 

Join the church family for Community Dinner 

By Karen Amarotico 

It’s that time of year again… the 

weather is turning colder, the rain 

has begun, and we look forward to 

spending time indoors. It’s also the 

time when we begin to gear up for 

our Monday night winter shelter 

program.   

At 7 p.m. on Nov. 11 we will host 

an informational meeting in Calvin 

Hall for those interested in helping 

with the shelter. The most important 

ingredient for the program to suc-

ceed is to have a steady supply of 

hosts. If you, or anyone you know, 

would be willing to help with this, I 

urge you to come to the meeting. 

There are other ways to help 

with the shelter. Our guests are often 

cold and hungry when they arrive 

and, in the past, we have had mem-

bers of the congregation bring soup, 

sandwiches, or a casserole to share. 

Please let me know if you’d be will-

ing to help with this aspect of the 

shelter. 

We also need items such as in-

stant oatmeal, snack foods, coffee, 

tea, and cough drops.  Warm clothing 

is much appreciated. If you have 

coats, jackets, gloves, hats, or scarves 

that are no longer used, please con-

sider donating them to the shelter. 

Thank you all for helping to care 

for those who are less fortunate 

among us. It is a wonderful way to 

live our faith.  

 

Winter Shelter training coming up for this year’s volunteers 

Maples reddening. 

It is only October. 

Please don't rush winter. 

By (Poet) Rob Grover 

Haiku Corner 

By Kathy Keener 

We are finally going to 

press with a new color 

church directory.  After tak-

ing pictures and asking 

people to proof their en-

tries, we hope that it is up-

to-date! 

The directory will have 

information on when to call 

the pastor, how to use the 

prayer chain, and a page of 

hints on how to communi-

cate in healthy ways.  There 

will be sections for mem-

bers and friends who are 

local and out-of-town, for 

staff and more.  If you of-

fered, we have included 

email addresses and cell 

phone numbers.  Initially, 

we ask that you take one 

directory per family.  

This directory is intend-

ed for personal, church-

related use. Any commer-

cial use of the information 

in the directory is strict-

ly forbidden. 
 

New church directory coming soon 
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By Anne Sklensky 

Presbyterian Women will meet 

on Thursday, Nov. 5, at 1 p.m. in Cal-

vin Hall.  After dessert, Lori Freed 

will talk about her experience as a 

part of a medical mission trip to the 

island of St. Lucia.  The trip was or-

ganized by the not-for-profit Great 

Shape, Inc., founded in 1998 in re-

sponse to Hurricane Gilbert. Now 

each year Great Shape, Inc. has over 

600 volunteers who bring various 

medical and dental skills directly to 

people who cannot afford the treat-

ment they need or can’t travel to get 

treatment.  

At the same meeting Judy Quiett 

will explain our annual Thank Offer-

ing, an annual Presbyterian Women 

program administered by the PC 

(USA).  Last year, $400,000 was sent 

to 22 projects in the U.S. and ten oth-

er countries. Forty percent of the 

projects were health related, includ-

ing the Homedale Youth Club of First 

Presbyterian Church in Homedale, 

Idaho; a project in Oakland, CA; and 

work with the lu Mien speaking resi-

dents in Sacramento who have lu 

Mien Chronic Disease.  (lu Mien is a 

language spoken by 800,000 people 

in China, Laos, Vietnam and Thai-

land). 
 

Lori Freed to speak about dental mission in St. Lucia 

By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club will 

read Peace Like a River by Leif 

Enger in November and meet to dis-

cuss the book Monday, Nov. 16 at 7 

p.m. at Marilyn Love’s house. 

  According to the Goodreads 

website, this is a “richly evocative 

novel, narrated by an asthmatic 11-

year-old named Reuben Land, the 

story of Reuben's unusual family 

and their journey across the frozen 

Badlands of the Dakotas in search of 

his fugitive older brother. Charged 

with the murder of two locals who 

terrorized their family, Davy has 

fled, understanding that the scales 

of justice will not weigh in his favor. 

But Reuben, his father, Jeremiah—a 

man of faith so deep he has been 

known to produce miracles—and 

Reuben's little sister, Swede, follow 

closely behind the fleeing Davy. . . .  

Peace Like a River is at once a 

tragedy, a romance, and an unflag-

ging exploration into the spirituality 

and magic possible in the everyday 

world, and in that of the world 

awaiting us on the other side of life, . 

. .  a wondrous celebration of family, 

faith, and spirit, the likes of which 

we haven't seen in a long, long 

time—and the birth of a classic 

work of literature.”  

Please join us in November for 

discussion and bring your ideas for 

books to read for 2016. 
 

Book Club reading 

Peace Like a River 

Westminster Circle 

By Barbara Marsh 

Westminster Circle members are 

anxiously looking forward to gather-

ing at the home of Sue Sager at 10 

a.m. on Nov. 19 to learn and refresh 

our memories about dry spells in our 

lives and how the Bible passages 

help us cope with physical thirst 

(Exodus 17:1-7), and soul thirst 

(Psalms  42:1-2 and 63:1).    

What do you think it might have 

been like for the Israelites to leave a 

land where everything was predicta-

ble and familiar (even if it was terri-

ble and miserable) headed for a 

place where they had to trust only in 

God?  Are we seeing history repeat-

ing?  Judy Record Fletcher, author of 

our study Come to the Waters focus-

es on absence of water and our thirst 

and longing and helps us find an-

swers. 

We welcome friends, neighbors 

and members to join us for fellow-

ship and study.  There is no time like 

the present to call Barbara Marsh for 

information or a ride to your first 

circle meeting. 

       Elsie Nelson Circle 
By Anne Sklensky  

Elsie Nelson Circle will meet on 

Monday, Nov. 9, at 1 p.m. at Ilse For-

ney’s home. 

We will be discussing Lesson 3 in 

Come to the Waters by Judy Record 

Fletcher,  “Absence of Water, Thirst 

and Longing.” She tells us of the Isra-

elites and their dismay when there is 

a drought and there is no water for 

them. Then she goes on to tell us 

about David’s Psalms 42:1-2 and 

63:1, when the soul thirsts, and final-

ly, Jesus’ dying moments, when he 

said “I thirst.” In all three cases, God 

provided answers – Moses struck a 

rock with his staff and water ap-

peared; David returned to the tem-

ple, and he found God again in God’s 

house; and Jesus at last was reunited 

with God. 

 

Church circles  discussing ‘thirst and longing’ 
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Items needed at the 
Food Bank this month:  
peanut butter, shampoo, 
dishwashing liquid, laun-
dry soap, cereal, beans, 
cooking oil, hearty soups, 
meat, fruit, corn, vegeta-
bles 

By Shirley Patton 

Sharon Johnson, executive di-

rector of “Age-Friendly Innovators,” 

will present a highly informative 

program that encourages thinking 

about age-friendly living and looks 

at creative solutions that enable 

older adults to live as independent-

ly as possible.  

Presbyterian Women will host 

this presentation on Jan. 7 at 1 p.m. 

in Calvin Hall.  Since it comes right 

after the holidays, we want you to 

have it on your calendars well in 

advance.  Sharon is an excellent 

presenter.  She has a syndicated 

newspaper column, “Healthy Ag-

ing,” and is seen on the Public Ac-

cess channel.  Since knowledge and 

planning are valuable tools for any 

important change in our lives, PW is 

eager to have the whole church 

community join us—men, women 

who don’t usually attend PW, and 

neighbors.   

If we are fortunate to live long 

lives, we’ll find the need to adapt to 

various challenges.  Sharon’s re-

search and experience speak to 

those needs.  It will be a valuable 

program for those of us who have 

arrived at that very interesting time 

of life as well as for those whose 

parents are moving into new life 

situations. 

So do get out those 2016 calen-

dars and make an entry on Jan. 7. 

We’ll have dessert together and 

hear from Sharon Johnson.  Let’s 

give her a rousing Presbyterian wel-

come! 
 

Planning ahead 

Not for Presbyterian Women’s eyes only 
God’s 

love 

means 

more 

than life 
Psalm 63 from Contempo-

rary English Version (CEV) 

(A psalm by David when he 

was in the desert of Judah) 

You are my God. I worship you. 
    In my heart, I long for you, 

    as I would long for a stream 

    in a scorching desert. 

 

I have seen your power 

    and your glory 

    in the place of worship.  

 

Your love means more 

     than life to me, 

    and I praise you. 

 

As long as I live, 

    I will pray to you. 

    I will sing joyful praises 

    and be filled with excitement 

    like a guest at a banquet.  

I think about you 
    before I go to sleep, 

    and my thoughts turn to you 

    during the night.  

You have helped me, 
    and I sing happy songs 

    in the shadow of your wings.  

I stay close to you, 
    and your powerful arm 

    supports me.  
 

3. We will ask people who 

request prayer for themselves if 

they want their full name used.  

Unless you have permission to 

use the name, we suggest you ask 

for prayers for a friend, someone 

I know, a child, etc.    

4. Please ask if a person 

wants their prayer request spo-

ken in Sunday worship prayers.  

If one does not have permission, 

then the prayer should be word-

ed generally and the name not 

used.  

5. Please do not gossip about 

what you learn on the prayer 

chain.  This information is not 

yours to share with anyone other 

than God.   

6. To join the prayer chain, 

send an email to PresbyAsh-

land@yahoo.com or call the 

church office: 482-3536. 

Prayer Chain  
(continued from page 2) 
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Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 

Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/1stPresAshland 




