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“Remember not the former things, 

nor consider the things of old. Behold I 

am doing a new thing. Even now it 

springs forth. Do you not perceive 

it?” (Isaiah 43:18-19) 

This piece of scripture is one of 

the same ones I used to say goodbye 

to my last call at the First Presbyteri-

an Church of Fort Bragg, Ca. God is 

doing something new as I leave there 

after 14 years of ministry. The pas-

sage reminds us that God is a crea-

tive and dynamic force, and that new 

and fresh starts are given to us by 

our Creator. As your new pastor,  I 

am excited about the new things God 

will be doing at the First Presbyteri-

an Church of Ashland! I hope to meet 

with all the members and friends of 

the congregation over the next few 

months – to hear of your dreams, 

hopes and desires as individuals in 

the church and also together corpo-

rately as Christ’s body.  

From those meetings, and 

through the power of God’s Spirit, 

new things will spring forth. This 

means we should expect some 

changes in how we worship together, 

and in how we do God’s work of  

social justice and peacemaking  

together. Change isn’t easy. I have 

grown up in the institution of the 

Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. I know 

all of its structures. I know of its his-

tory. I am familiar with a typical wor-

ship order.  Were it up to me, the 

church would just keep on humming 

along as it has for the last few centu-

ries. In some way, I would be totally 

comfortable with that. But we’ve all 

seen the statistics. Churches across 

the nation are closing due to lack of 

attendance. Both the church I am 

leaving and the church I am coming 

to have declined in number.  If we 

keep doing the same things in the 

church, we’ll find ourselves shrinking 

in both size and influence. 

Yet I believe God is doing some-

thing new, calling us as a church to 

become something new, guided by 

the Spirit. I believe God is the crea-

tive force behind the church decline 

and is trying to make us all into 

something new. So I plan on trying 

some new things, together with you 

(That is, after reading about some 

new ways to be a church, consulting 

with some church experts and attend-

ing a conference or two), so that God’s 

creative Spirit can spring forth. Some 

things will work. Others may not. 

And change, especially in the church, 

is not easy, nor sought after.  The 

great American author and humorist 

Mark Twain once said, “The only per-

son who likes change is a baby with a 

wet diaper.”   

May God be with us, as we try 

some new things, make some  

changes, all the while hoping and 

praying for God’s creative Spirit to 

guide, mold and shape us. I look  

forward to seeing you all soon! 
 

In Christ, 

Dan 
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the March issue. Please submit by Thursday, Feb. 16. Email 

(preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com.   

Marcia Hunter, editor 

(continued on page 3) 

 

By Marcia Hunter 

In last month’s Dialogue Kathy 

detailed her ideas for welcoming 

our new pastor. The winter team 

has offered to create a basket and 

binder with gift items from the 

church family inside.   

Please bring your items to 

church in the next few weeks and 

put them in the basket in the nar-

thex.  Jill Turner will create the gift 

basket to be presented at the pot-

luck on Feb. 26. 

Below is a summary of Kathy’s 

ideas – see last month’s Dialogue 

on the website for many more : 

http://www.firstpresashland.org/

page/dialogue_newsletter (pg. 10). 

1. Create a welcome basket 

with Ashland items inside. 

2. Create a “Welcome to Ash-

land” binder with information 

about and invitations to restau-

rants, civic groups, recreation, 

tourist attractions, service provid-

ers, justice organizations and 

events, and others. 

Let’s show our hospitable side 

when Rev. Fowler arrives.  Bring 

goodies for the basket! 

Let’s 
make a  
welcome 
basket  

By Marcia Hunter 

Now that the holidays are over, 

the Winter Planning Team’s tenure 

is winding down, continuing 

through the month of February.   

We are still exuberant about the 

success of the December events, 

especially the New Years Eve con-

cert that was filled to capacity and 

bursting at the seams.  And the  

excitement of a new pastor’s arrival 

is in the air. 

Rev. Dan’s first Sunday with us 

will be low-key, to give him a 

chance to settle in.  But we will hold 

our celebration of his arrival the 

following Sunday, Feb. 26 with a  

welcome party potluck at 11:15, 

giving everyone another chance to 

welcome the Fowler family – Paula,  

Abby and Sam.  A welcome basket 

will be provided to show our hospi-

tality (see left hand article). Please 

join us and bring a dish to share and 

your own table service, as usual.   

In  mission news, the noisy  

offering on Feb 12 will be dedicated 

to John Sager’s next medical mis-

sion trip to the Middle East. 

As we await Rev. Dan Fowler’s 

arrival, we have two more guest 

preachers, Rev. Art Mills on Sunday, 

Feb.  5 and Fr. Joel Maiorano on 

Sunday, Feb. 12. Each brings his 

own style to our sanctuary, and we 

welcome them to our pulpit. 

Rev. Dan’s arrival highlight of February 
Winter team still planning 

By Brian Almquist 

          At the Stewardship Breakfast 

on Oct. 30, it was noted that our 

2017 budget does not include funds 

for moving our newly-called pastor 

to Ashland. Based on a quote for 

moving Pastor Dan Fowler and fami-

ly from Fort Bragg, California, Ses-

sion authorized up to $6,000 for this 

purpose. At its meeting on Dec. 13, 

Session agreed to raise up to $3,000 

from its members and PNC mem-

bers, and to request that the congre-

gation commit to the remaining 

$3,000. 

          Please consider your participa-

tion, and place your check in the  

offering plate with the designation 

"Pastor moving expense" by Feb. 15. 

          Session thanks you for your 

continued generosity. 

Pastor moving expenses fundraiser underway 

By Carolyn Moeglein, treasurer  

Thank you to the generous 

members and friends of this congre-

gation!  With generous offerings and 

a few expense savings in our budget, 

instead of using carryover funds 

from our bank account, we were 

able to add $8,000 to our bank ac-

count at the end of 2016.   This will 

allow us to provide a contingency 

Financial report: 2016 
ends with extra $8,000 
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fund in the 2017 budget to allow 

for potential additions to our pro-

gram by our new pastor (and/or 

maybe fix up a few things around 

the buildings and grounds).     

The Finance Reports can be 

found each month on the church 

website.  The end-of-year reports 

and new budget are included in 

the Annual Report (also available 

on the church website). 

Finances  . . . .   
(continued from page 2) 

Sunday, Jan. 15 was such a 

special day. It felt so right to pray 

my goodbyes with you, knowing 

that you are ready to move into 

the future with God and your new 

pastor. 

Thank you . . .  

- for hugs and well-wishes 

- for prayers for me as I finish 

up loose ends and pack 

- for good food and desserts at 

the potluck (typical of FPC) 

- for cards and thoughtful  

messages 

- for a gift certificate for  

organic gardening supplies for my 

spring garden 

- for the lifetime membership 

in Presbyterian Women with the 

beautiful pin 

- for generous gifts 

- to those who planned the pot-

luck and party 

- to our staff who are making 

my exit as smooth as possible 

 

The winds are blowing me 

North and East to Pendleton, OR 

where I will be interim pastor at 

First Presbyterian Church. I will be 

moving during the second week in 

February. 

I am thankful for the journey 

we shared, for the healing you 

found, for the hope you carry. I 

appreciate your tenacity and 

faithfulness. I take with me memo-

ries of good and difficult work 

done, care given, missions sup-

ported, trust regained. I leave you 

to continue to discern and em-

brace God’s spirit moving among 

you in the eclectic, generous, beau-

tiful valley of Ashland. 

Remember that God is big 

enough to stay with you and to go 

with me. I am no longer your pas-

tor. I have done my job well when I 

work myself out of a job, and you 

are prepared to minister with 

your incoming pastor.  

 

With thanks, love and blessings, 

Kathy Keener,  

your former interim pastor 

Thank you! Gracias! Danke Sehr! 

Rev. Kathy Keener, dressed as Mary 

Poppins, as she takes her leave of 

First Presbyterian Church. 

By Shirley Patton 

          On one of the 

snowy days Ashland 

has seen recently, a 

man came into the church office 

seeking assistance.  He was lacking 

$50 to make his rent payment on 

time. He was afraid if he failed to  

pay on time and had late fees added 

on, he might find it difficult to keep  

a roof over his head.   

Rev. Kathy Keener visited with 

him and said the Deacon’s Fund 

could help him with $25.   He then 

commented that, if only he had a 

shovel, he thought he could earn the 

rest. Ever resourceful,  Pastor Kathy 

replied, “I have a shovel! There’s one 

in the trunk of my car.” So the man 

left to get his gloves, knocked on a 

few doors to ask for work, and came 

back to borrow Kathy’s shovel. 

The next day the rent was paid, 

and the shovel was returned! 

The Deacon’s Fund in action 
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By Marcia Hunter 

At the Jan. 11 Regular Session 

Meeting, Treasurer Carolyn Moeglein 

reported that the end-of-year financ-

es for 2016 show an excess of over 

$8,000 for the year: pledges were 

more than expected and expendi-

tures lower.  Highlights of the 2017 

budget, which was passed unani-

mously, are a $10,000 contingency 

fund to be spent wisely for needed 

items that have had to wait, 3% sala-

ry increases for staff, new computer 

for the pastor, and a 10% increase in 

mission giving.  The budget was ac-

cepted with thanks to Admin/

Finance, Stewardship, and the treas-

urer.  

In a discussion of the leadership 

for the seasonal teams and other 

committees, Jim Holloway, a new 

elder on Session, volunteered to 

chair the spring team and serve on 

the nominating committee. Other 

committee assignments will be com-

pleted at the next meeting. 

New pastor moving expenses 

fundraising was discussed (see arti-

cle on page 2). 

As the State of Oregon requires 

us to elect corporation officers, we 

chose president, Elaine Morgan; vice 

president, Howdy Miller; and secre-

tary, John Sager.  

Per Kathy’s article in the January 

Dialogue, we are putting together a 

basket of goodies/offers from con-

gregation and a notebook of Ashland 

tips to be presented to Dan and his 

family at the Feb. 26 welcome pot-

luck. Jill and the winter team will put 

it together (see article page 2). 

During the time between pastors, 

pulpit supply has been arranged, and 

Wendy McAninch (or Art Mills, in 

Wendy’s absence) will be on call for 

pastoral care. Please contact the of-

fice if you have need of pastor ser-

vices. 

The memorial service for Gene 

and Mary Morris, who passed away 

within a couple of days of one anoth-

er, will be held Saturday, Feb. 4 at 4 

p.m. with Rev. Scott Dalgarno offici-

ating. Proper steps were followed 

through Presbytery to arrange for 

Scott to conduct the service. 

Committees are all busy with the 

“nitty gritty” of keeping the church 

running smoothly.  The Winter Plan-

ning Team has arranged for pulpit 

supply, followed by a potluck to wel-

come Dan on Feb. 26. The Spring 

Planning Team is up and running. 

The Stewardship Team reported that 

pledges were up this year, beyond 

expectations. 

Thank you to outgoing elders, 

Linnea Jones, Brian Almquist, and 

Amy Patton ; and to outgoing Dea-

cons, Marilyn Wright, Marilyn 

Mobley, and Pat Gaulke, as well as 

Wendy Ray and Marjorie Lininger, 

who have signed on for another 

term. And a special thank you to Rev. 

Kathy Keener for her service, love, 

and commitment to our church for 

the last 2 ½ years.  

Session finishes Kathy’s tenure with full agenda at January meeting 

By Carolyn Moeglein 

         Join the Ashland Com-

munity in welcoming John 

Philip Newell on Feb. 3-4.   

He has been invited by the 

Evolving Congregations Team to speak on “Spirituality 

and Justice:  Cultivating Inner Courage to Change the 

Outer World.”   Tickets are available in the church of-

fice or from the church website (firstpresashland.org ) 

Christ is often referred to in the Celtic tradition as 

the truly natural one. He comes not to make us more 

than natural or somehow other than natural but to 

make us truly natural. He comes to restore us to the orig-

inal root of our being. As the twentieth-century French 

mystic-scientist Teilhard de Chardin says much later in 

the Celtic world, grace is “the seed of resurrection” sown 

in our nature. It is given not to make us something other 

than ourselves but to make us radically ourselves. Grace 

is given not to implant in us a foreign wisdom but to 

make us alive to the wisdom that was born with us in our 

mother’s womb. Grace is given not to lead us into anoth-

er identity but to reconnect us to the beauty of our deep-

est identity. And grace is given not that we might find 

some exterior source of strength but that we might be 

established again in the deep inner security of our being 

and in learning to lose ourselves in love for one another 

to truly find ourselves. 

-from  Christ of the Celts: the Healing of Creation by 

John Philip Newell 

Christ is our Memory:  Evolving Congregations Team          

sponsoring John Phillip Newell in Ashland  
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Robert “Gene” Morris, 90, of 

Ashland, passed away on Jan. 10, 

and Mary Lucile (McMillan) Morris, 

93, his wife of 65 years, passed 

away on Jan. 12.  

Gene was born in Ashland on 

Jan. 3, 1927, the great-great grand-

son of Eber Emery, one of the origi-

nal founders of Ashland. Gene grad-

uated from Ashland High in 1944 

and served in the Army for two 

years. He worked with his father 

and grandfather at the Oak Street 

Garage, which later became Oak 

Street Tank & Steel, Inc. (at the cor-

ner of Oak & A Streets), where they 

built aluminum boats, steam clean-

ers and tanks, retiring in 1992.  

Mary L. Morris was born Dec. 18 

in Gooding, ID. Mary graduated 

from Bly, OR High School, worked 

for a short time at the Puget Sound 

Naval Shipyard in Bremerton, WA, 

then attended bookkeeping classes 

at the University of Oregon for two 

years. 

Gene and Mary met on a blind 

date in 1949, married on Jan. 28, 

1951, and settled in Ashland. Mary 

worked as a bookkeeper at Jackson 

& Perkins, McGrew Bros. Saw Mill 

and Croman Corp. They both  

enjoyed the outdoors. Gene was an 

avid hunter, fisherman and camper, 

and many weekends were spent 

with family and friends, enjoying 

nature. Mary also liked to bowl, 

play cards, and do crosswords. 

They both attended the First 

Presbyterian Church of Ash-

land, and both played tennis 

well into their 80’s.  

          Gene felt strongly about 

volunteering in the community. 

He served on the Ashland 

Chamber board, the Ashland 

planning commission, and was 

named Ashland Citizen of the year 

in 1991. He was a member of Elks, 

Rotary, Jesters, the Hillah Shrine, 

the Masonic Lodge, and Knights 

Templar.  

Gene and Mary were most pas-

sionate about family, always eager 

to share life lessons, recipes and 

fishing tips, as well as weekends full 

of fun and laughter. They are sur-

vived by their five children, Sharon 

Laskos (Ed) of Ashland, Karen Bogle 

(Duane) of Central Pt, Michael Mor-

ris (Cindy Bernard) of Ashland, 

Christy Decker (Bob) of Medford 

and James Morris (Lisa) of Medford; 

eight grandchildren; ten great-

grand-children, with two more due 

in the spring.  

A double celebration of life 

will be held at First Presbyterian 

on Saturday, Feb. 4 at 4 p.m. with 

Rev. Scott Dalgarno officiating. 

Donations can be made to 

Shriner’s Children’s Hospital, 

Asante Hospice, or First Presby-

terian Church of Ashland.  
 

 In Memoriam: 

Gene, Mary Morris  together in death, as in life 

Helen Moress, a member of First 

Presbyterian Church since 2009, 

passed away on Jan. 3.  Helen was 

born to Maurice and Ella Castle of 

Somers, Iowa.   She grew up on her 

family's farm with her three broth-

ers and four sisters. After high 

school she received her nursing  

degree from the University of Iowa, 

then went on to obtain her master’s 

degree from Columbia University. 

She worked as an operating room 

nurse, assisting with the first open 

heart surgeries in our country.  

She married Ralph Moress, and 

they celebrated 42 years of mar-

riage.  Helen is survived by her 

three children, Elizabeth, Gregory 

and Rachel, and two grandchildren, 

Isabella and Maia.  

Helen was an avid bridge player, 

was passionate about politics, and 

loved taking long walks either along 

the beach or through her neighbor-

hood.  She loved her family and 

cherished their visits.  Her grand-

children gave her such joy and  

entertainment.    

Please take a moment to  

remember her gentle strength, 

steadfast kindness, and radiant 

smile.  

Remembering 
Helen Moress  

Celebration of life to be held for Barbara Brugger 

Barbara Brugger, who died on 

Dec. 18, will be remembered at a  

celebration of life Saturday, Feb. 4  

at 11 a.m. at the Mount Ashland 

Room at Mountain Meadows.  

Barbara, who was a member of 

FPC since 1999, is survived by her 

husband of over 50 years, Robert 

Brugger, daughter Carolyn Jost, and 

three grandchildren.    
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By Debbie Miller 

The Presbyterian Women’s 

meeting, originally scheduled for 

January and postponed due to the 

weather, is now on for Thursday, 

Feb. 2 at 1 p.m. 

You will remember that our 

speaker is Cathy DeForest, who will 

explain and demonstrate the Vision 

Quilt project, a means of raising 

awareness of gun violence and 

bringing people together to find  

solutions.  After her presentation,  

we will announce a date for making 

our own contribution to this timely 

and important cause.   

Please invite friends from the 

congregation and community to the 

meeting – great refreshments and 

good fellowship along with a stimu-

lating program. 

Vision Quilt project at Presbyterian Women 

By Marilyn Mobley 

Elsie Nelson Circle will 

meet at the home of Elaine  

Morgan on Feb. 13 at 1 p.m. We 

will be studying Lesson 6 of our 

study guide Who is Jesus? –  

according to the Hebrews. In the 

book of Hebrews the author  

encourages believers to hold fast 

to their faith in times of adversity, 

to remain firm in their commit-

ment to Jesus who has run this 

race before us and now reigns in 

glory with God. Anyone who 

wishes to join us is welcome. 

Circles to study ‘Who 

is Jesus?’ in February 

By Barbara Marsh 

Westminster Circle will 

meet Thursday, Feb. 16 at the 

home of Barbara Marsh, at 10 

a.m.   This month we will turn to 

the writings of Paul.  We will dis-

cover that he wrote his letters 

during the 50s and 60s (much 

earlier than Mark, Matthew and 

Luke).  His portrait of Jesus is of 

the crucified Lord.  What a chal-

lenge it is to compare Paul's writ-

ing to that of the synoptic gospel 

writers.  We think each will tell 

the same complete story -- and 

they really don't.  Each lesson 

seems to teach us more about the 

many ways God makes God's self 

known to each of us through  

Jesus.  This helps us grow deeper 

in our understanding of the ques-

tion, "Who is Jesus?"   

We welcome those of you who 

would like to join our search for 

answers through the gospel of 

Paul.  For information call Sue 

Sager or Shirley Patton. 

By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club will 

meet on Monday, Feb. 27 at 7 p.m. 

(place to be announced) to discuss 

The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry by  

Gabrielle Zevin.  

According to Amazon, “A. J. 

Fikry’s life is not at all what he ex-

pected it to be. He lives alone, his 

bookstore is experiencing the worst 

sales in its history, and now his 

prized possession, a rare collection 

of Poe poems, has been stolen. But 

when a mysterious package appears 

at the bookstore, its unexpected  

arrival gives Fikry the chance to 

make his life over and see every-

thing anew.” 

Eowyn Ivey, author of The Snow 

Child writes, “This novel has humor, 

romance, a touch of suspense, but 

most of all love – love of books and 

bookish people and, really, all of  

humanity in its imperfect glory.”  

Please join us.  If you wish to be 

added to the book club email list, 

contact Cheryl Therkelsen 

(cheryltherkelsen@gmail.com). 

Book Club reading The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry 

To my friends at First Presbyterian, 

Along with the official thank you from the Food 

Bank, I want to convey my deep personal gratitude 

for your support. 

We serve a cross section of the community 

here, but lately I’ve been thinking a lot about one 

family in particular. “Amy” is a single mom caring for 

her own 12-year-old son as well as a nephew about 

the same age. Sometimes she has work, and then 

we don’t see Amy for a while. But last summer she 

came in again.  Right now, Amy’s little family is living 

in an old unheated bus.  They’re on a list for hous-

ing, but that will take a while. Until their lives stabi-

lize, the Food Bank will be a life sustaining service for Amy and the boys. 

A thousand heartfelt thanks to each of you for the support that makes 

this place possible. 

Best,  Pam (Marsh) 
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 FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

7 -- Addie Thornton 

10 -- Katie Moeglein 

13 -- Steve Fain 

15 -- Patti Lane 

19 -- Lori Freed 

19 -- Tamara Hald 

20 -- Bea Berry 

23 -- Donald Laws 

No anniversaries 

Warning Against Prejudice 

James 2:1-7  Good News Translation (GNT) 

 My friends, as believers in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, you must never 

treat people in different ways according to their outward appearance. Suppose a rich man 

wearing a gold ring and fine clothes comes to your meeting, and a poor man in ragged 

clothes also comes. If you show more respect to the well-dressed man and say to him, 

“Have this best seat here,” but say to the poor man, “Stand over there, or sit here on the floor by my 

feet,” then you are guilty of creating distinctions among yourselves and of making judgments based on evil 

motives. 

 Listen, my dear friends! God chose the poor people of this world to be rich in faith and to possess 

the kingdom which he promised to those who love him. But you dishonor the poor! Who are the ones who 

oppress you and drag you before the judges? The rich! They are the ones who speak evil of that good name 

which has been given to you. 

 Submitted by Debbie Miller 

Haiku Corner 

By our lavender, 

I watched two butterflies fight. 

Disillusioning. 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 

To the congregation of the First 

Presbyterian Church of Ashland, 

Thank you all for your donation 

of $255.56 from the proceeds of 

your “Noisy Offering” to the Maslow 

Project.  We are truly thankful for 

your continuing support of our work 

with homeless youth and families in 

Jackson and Josephine counties. 

Wishing you all a very Happy 

New Year! 

Karen Phillips, Development  

Director, Maslow Project 

 

By David Hall 

The First Presbyterian Men’s Book Club is 

currently reading Teacher Man, by Frank 

McCourt, followed by City of Thieves , by David 

Benioff. 

 Our next meeting will be on Thurs, April 6 at 

Smithfield Pies at 5:30 p.m. 

Happy reading!      

Men’s Book Club reading two books 
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Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 

Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/1stPresAshland 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4

1pm Presbyterian Women 4pm Memorial Service
          Vision Quilt Program for Gene & Mary Morris

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Souper Bowl of Caring 1:30pm Admin & Finance 2:30pm Deacons

4:30pm B & G 4:30pm Session

Guest Preacher
Art Mills 7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH) 12pm Blood Drive
12 13 14 15 16 Dialogue Entries Due 17 18
Noisy Offering 1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 10am  Westminster Circle 9am AA Potluck 5-10 (CH)
Mission Work program

Guest Preacher
Father Joel 7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH)
19 20 President's Day 21 22 23 24 25
Pastor Dan's 1st Sunday Office Closed 10am Dialogue Folding

7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH) 5pm Community Dinner
26 27 28
11:15am Welcome Potluck 7pm Women's Book Club
for Pastor Dan

7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH)

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Sat          Preschool       Lower Calvin Hall 9:00am - 12:00pm     M - F
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon          BNI Child Care Center 8:00am - 9:30am       Tues
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri          Realtors                         Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am       Thurs

Weekly Building Schedule

11am Celebration of Life service at 
Mountain Meadow for Barbara 
Brugger

February 2017


	Dialogue February 2017
	Calendar February 2017
	February


