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Pastor Nominating Committee announces exciting news
The PNC is excited to announce
our chosen nominee has accepted
the invitation to be the candidate for
our congregation to call as pastor.
Please save the dates of Jan. 7
and 8, when Dan (last name will be
disclosed at a later date) will be at
FPC for the weekend. The congregation will have the opportunity to
meet Dan and his family at an open
house, Saturday, Jan. 7, from 3 to 5
p.m. in Calvin Hall. Then, on Sunday,
Jan. 8 there will be a combined worship service at 10 a.m. conducted by
Dan, immediately followed by a
congregational meeting to vote on
calling Dan as pastor and the terms
of call.
Dan has been active in the Presbyterian Church since he was six
weeks old, when his mother first
took him to church. He became
involved in leading youth ministry at
a church at the age of 17 and has
been involved in church work ever
since. After serving a couple of
churches as a youth director, Dan
attended San Francisco Theological
Seminary, earning his Master of
Divinity degree.
He served a church in Sacramento, California for nine years before
moving to the church he is currently
serving. He has been a solo pastor
for 14 years.
Dan and his lovely wife Paula, a
nurse, have been married for 29½
years. They have two wonderful

kids, Sam who is 20 and Abby, 15,
all of whom are very excited to come
to Ashland.
Dan believes that God is calling
him to a church with a strong desire
for God’s justice – a church that is
open and inclusive to all people; a
church that serves the poor, the disenfranchised, the marginalized. He
seeks a church where service to the
local and global community is of primary concern. He seeks a call where
children and youth are not just seen
as the future of the church, but are
valued in the present. He seeks a call
where he can use his musical gifts in
worship to inspire others to use their
hands, hearts and voices for God’s
glory.
The PNC believes very strongly
that Dan has been sent to us to lead
us on an extended journey. He is
warm and friendly and interested in
getting to know all of us. (If you’d
like a hug, just let him know.) He
expects to visit members as well as
others in the community. He has a
strong Biblical background and is
well educated. He is enthusiastic
about outreach to our community.
He and his daughter started a
Christian club at the high school she
attends.
Dan likes to keep regular office
hours and wants to be available to
the greater congregation. Bible
study is part of the Christian Education plan for him as well as looking

at different ways to do worship and
service. He is open to afternoon worship services at skilled nursing facilities or retirement homes. He encourages the congregation to be more
missional/emergent in thinking, saying God is changing the church. While
finding himself in the midst of this
change, Dan is ready to provide a
vision for the church’s future and try
new ways of being.
Dan has been active in music
since a young age. He plays guitar,
piano and was a vocal major at San
Francisco State University, using his
music in his ministry. For hobbies,
Dan loves to run with his wife and
dog, play golf and Frisbee golf, and
play old classic video games.
We are looking forward to his
ministry with us!
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December worship, fellowship, mission
Sunday, Dec. 4 – 8 and 10 a.m. worship; Deacons Fund offering
Advent Faire and soup lunch after worship to 2 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 8 – 1:30–3 p.m. Package Maslow Project gifts
Sunday, Dec. 11 – 8/10 worship, noisy offering Maslow Project;
During Fellowship, celebrate December birthdays;
Maslow Project education/mission program and gift wrapping
Sunday, Dec. 18 – 8 a.m. Chapel worship
10 a.m. Lessons and Carols with expanded choir
Christmas Joy Offering dedicated
4:15 – 7:30 p.m. Caroling party/supper
Wednesday, Dec. 21 at 6 p.m. – Blue Christmas worship service
Saturday, Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. – Candlelight Christmas Eve service
with Lessons and Carols, expanded choir
Sunday, Dec. 25 – Christmas morning at 10 a.m. only:
“Come as you are”– Carols and Christmas stories
Saturday, Dec. 31 at 3 p.m. – New Year’s Eve Concert with
reception and devotional service to end the year.

Reserve these January dates:
Sunday, Jan. 1 – No worship services; enjoy a day of Sabbath rest!
Saturday, Jan. 7 – Open House to meet pastor candidate and his
family in Calvin Hall from 3-5 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 8 – Pastor candidate leads worship at 10 o’clock
followed by a congregational meeting to elect our next pastor

Christmas Day casual service:
Carols and Christmas stories
By Marcia Hunter
Since Christmas falls on a Sunday this year and there is a festive
candlelight service the night before,
we are planning a more casual combined service at 10 a.m. on Dec. 25.
Come as you are to a warm,
friendly gathering for this special

day. Laurie Anne will
be there to play your
favorite carols, and we will share
stories of Christmas memories with
one another.
Take a break in your holiday
celebrations to come and be with
your church family on Christmas.

The Dialogue
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue. Articles are
welcome for the January 2017 issue. Please submit by Thursday,
Dec. 22. Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com.
Marcia Hunter, editor

Blue Christmas
to provide comfort
By Judi Quiett
Blue Christmas is a service held
on the longest night of the year,
Wednesday, Dec. 21 at 6 p.m. It is for
everyone, but specifically for those
overwhelmed by sadness, anger,
fear, grief -- feelings brought on by
loss or exhaustion. It is for those
who suffer Seasonal Affective Disorder during long, dark winter nights.
It is also for those who worry for
themselves and the world.
Invite your family, neighbors
and friends to join you for this evening. We will pray, read scripture and
poetry, light candles, be ministered
to by music and offer our pain to the
Christ child.
Jesus came into the world to
meet the deepest needs of all of us
with an even deeper love. We trust
you will find hope and comfort in
knowing that you are not alone.

Special music
featured for
Christmas
Two December services will
feature special Christmas music
and scriptures .
The Dec. 18 service at 10 a.m.
will present “Lessons and Carols”
with an expanded choir and piano
and organ music.
The festive candlelight service
on Christmas Eve at 7 will feature
organ, piano and harp with an
expanded choir as well as the traditional Christmas story from scripture.
These two services are always
highlights of the season. Everyone
is welcome!
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Advent Faire is coming!
Sunday, Dec. 4 after worship until 2 o’clock
Crafts, food, fellowship for all ages.
Invite friends and neighbors!
Make wreaths, centerpieces, candles, ornaments,
gingerbread houses, more. Enjoy the photo booth.
Bring socks/gloves/scarves for shelter tree.
Bring gifts/boxes for Maslow Project.
Enjoy a festive soup lunch.
You can help by collecting small pine cones, seeds, mistletoe, moss, evergreen boughs, and holly.
We also need shoe boxes, small gifts/educational toys and books/toiletry items/mittens, etc. for kids
and teens for the Maslow Project.
Your contributions of warm socks, gloves, scarves, and hats will decorate the Christmas tree in Calvin
Hall – to give to our shelter and community dinner friends.
Prices will be very reasonable again this year. One of each craft plus lunch will cost $10 for adults and $5
for children, or maximum $15 per family. Individual crafts are priced between $1 and $2 or free, and lunch
is $1/adults and free/kids.
For helpers, set-up is on Sat., Dec. 3 (anytime from 9– 2, come for an hour or two) – lunch provided.
The big event is after worship until 2 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 4 with cleanup from 1:30– 3.
If you wish to help with crafts or clean-up, please contact Marcia Hunter; if you’d like to make cookies,
please call Debbie Miller.

‘Here we come a-caroling’
By Marcia Hunter
Our traditional caroling party will be
held Sunday afternoon, Dec. 18. We will
gather at Calvin Hall at 4:15 and leave promptly at
4:30 in carpools.
This is always a wonderful evening for all ages, as
we watch faces light up when they hear the familiar
carols. We’ve even seen elderly folks who have lost
almost all of their memories still able to remember
every word and sing along with us!
After singing at special places around town
(Skylark, Mountain Meadows, Brookdale Ashland and
Linda Vista), we will return to the church and enjoy a
baked potato bar supper at 7 p.m.
Please bring Santa hats, jingle bells, and your
happiest Christmas voice. Caroling booklets will be
provided.

New Year's Eve concert moving
to First Presbyterian this year
For many years there has been a New Year's Eve
concert with some of the valley's finest musicians held
at St. Mark's Episcopal Church in Medford. For over a
decade, our music director, Laurie Anne Hunter was
the resident accompanist for the event.
Now with help from Dr. Margaret Evans, former
music director at St. Mark's, Laurie Anne is bringing
that concert to First Presbyterian. Artists will include
pianists Alexander Tutunov and Joseph Yungen, flutist
Debra Harris, harpist Celia Canty, bass Torie Allen, former Miss America Katie Harman Ebner, and our own
Lindsay Panero, soprano with Laurie Anne Hunter,
piano, and Dr. Margaret Evans, organ.
The concert will begin at 3 p.m. on Dec. 31 and will
be followed by a reception and a short contemplative
worship service to usher in the new year. Admission is
free, but donations will be accepted.
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Mission focuses on Maslow Project
By Marcia Hunter
FPC’s education/mission
emphasis for December will be on
the Maslow Project. Our Second
Sunday event this month on Dec. 11
will feature a “Minute for Mission”
during the 10 o’clock service, given
by Serina Quast (a former recipient
of services), and an extended coffee
hour to hear more about this
successful program and to wrap the
gifts we’ve collected. Please plan to
attend and stay around for the work
party to help out with this worthwhile project.
Kathy has already collected
many toys, and more donations are
welcome, including empty boxes
(shoe box size), Christmas wrapping
paper, gently-used or new educational and creative games/toys
(books, blocks, Legos, art supplies,
etc.); mittens, hats, scarves, handwarmers; and personal items
(mascara, lip gloss, soap, shampoo,
etc.). Avoid school supplies, as they

already have lots of those. There will
be a table at the Advent Fair to collect empty boxes and gifts.
In 2015 the Maslow Project
provided services to 2,305 homeless
kids, ages 0-21, in the Rogue Valley
and maintains an office at Ashland
High School. Five hundred of the
children served were between the
ages of 1-5.
According to their website, “The
Maslow Project provides goaloriented, wrap-around support
services to homeless children and
their families throughout Southern
Oregon, with a goal of bringing
enough stability into their lives so
that kids are able to stay in school
and complete their educations. We’re
here to meet their immediate needs,
and we stay involved to help them
plan for a brighter future.”
What an exciting way to celebrate Advent while showing our love
for children in our community!
Please plan to attend.

Are you an experienced
parent or grandparent?
Before we wrap the gifts for
the Maslow Project, we need to
sort them for different age
groups and create bundles for
each child. If you have experience with appropriate toys for
particular ages, you are invited
to join Kathy Keener on Thursday, Dec. 8 from 1:30-3 p.m. to
prepare the gifts. Please call or
send an email saying you are
coming.
And, thank you to all who
have taken home toys to clean
and shine for our project! Please
return cleaned toys to the Childcare Center in the Administration Building or to Calvin Hall on
Advent Faire Sunday.

Follow Christ’s lead
this Advent season
With Christ at the center this
holiday season, we can follow his
example. Through the Christmas Joy
Offering on Sunday, Dec. 18, we are
able to give the gift of hope.
Funds from the Christmas Joy
Offering help the Assistance
Program of the Board of Pensions to
provide critical financial assistance
to eligible workers in the PC(USA)
and to qualifying retired church
workers and their families.
The Christmas Joy Offering also
supports the education and development of our future leaders at
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic
schools and colleges.
Please give generously to this
important mission.
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Thank you, Kathy Keener; we’ll miss you!
By Amy Patton
Thank You Kathy Keener!
While we are all excited about
the PNC’s nomination of a new
pastor, we need also to take time to
look back over the past two and a
half years with our Interim Pastor,
Kathy Keener, and say a big THANK
YOU!
Kathy eagerly packed up her
home in a U-Haul and drove the
many miles from Nebraska to
Ashland to help lead our congregation during a time of transition. We
had been pastor-less since February
2014, enjoying a wide range of guest
Sunday speakers, but missing the
regular leadership of a full-time
pastor.
I remember first meeting Kathy
at the Day at the Lake potluck in
August 2014 on a warm day at Lake
of the Woods. It was a great way to
get to know a little about her and for
her to get to know a little about us.
Virginia King’s adventurous tubing
run behind Kent Patton’s boat
showed her early that we are a feisty
bunch.
Kathy’s first encounter with the
church family in the sanctuary in
September 2014 was as Mary
Poppins. She told us that her role as
interim was to swoop in when someone was needed and to leave when
that work was done.

Anyone who has worked with
Kathy soon finds out that she is a
wealth of ideas. Asked about any
church program, she will rummage
among her books and papers and
come up with three or four different
ways that that program could be run.
When presented with the
concern that we needed to reduce
the number of elders on Session, she
led Session through a series of
discussions until we came up with a
proposal to try the “Seasonal
Leadership Team” approach to
replace the previous separate
committees, each headed by a member of Session. While the jury is still
out on whether this system works
better than the old committee
system, it has been a fun adventure,
has resulted in innovative services
(Dark Woods, pulpit story sharing,
Native American theme), participation from more people, regular use of
our audio-visual system, and
reduced paper waste.
Kathy’s compassion for the needy
has been demonstrated time and
again in her close communications
with the homeless who regularly
seek shelter on our property, in her
support of the Jackson County FUEL
Committee (fund-raising concert at
the church), and the Maslow Project
(personal purchase of toys from garage sales for Christmas presents).
She is a dynamo of energy and

will work tirelessly to make an
opportunity happen – such as helping welcome people attending the
special post-election Hearth event
“Hopes, Fears and Tears” to our sanctuary after a last minute location
switch from the library. At present,
she is working with Session to make
sure all church records are in order
before the new pastor arrives, to
ensure a smooth transition.
We thank Kathy for all she has
done to provide pastoral and organizational leadership to our church
during this interim period. We wish
her well in her next adventure!
NOTE: Kathy is NOT leaving us
yet! She will be with us through
December and plans to be present
when our new pastor comes to speak
on Jan. 8, unless she receives an
urgent call to another church in the
meantime. And, for sure there will
be a farewell party to officially thank
Kathy — with time and place to be
announced.

A December Prayer
God of star and song: You created a world with darkness and light and gave us the sun
to warm us by day and the stars to guide us at night. In this season, claim us again, for we
get overwhelmed by injustice, lies and grief. Send your prophets to call us to stand in the
light. Send midnight messengers to weave your words into our dreams and stir up angelic
choruses beckoning us to join their rejoicing. You are holy and your son is love embodied for us, that we
may see our way especially in the cold and darkness of life. Nudge us, that in Christ's story, we may hear
and understand your call on our lives. Amen.
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Stewardship Committee needs your help
As of Sunday, Nov. 20, 51
pledge cards have been returned
totaling $149,574. Our
pledge goal for 2017 is
$185,000, so we are
80% of our way. Last
year we had 68 pledges
totaling $168,380.

weeks ago. It is vitally important
that we, the members and friends
of First Presbyterian
Church, have the
pledged resources to
extend that call.

On Jan. 8, the Pastor
Nominating Committee
will present their pastor
candidate, who will
preach on that Sunday. Following
the service, we will have a vote by
the members to formally extend a
call. The call will include the salary
and benefits, which were presented
at the Stewardship breakfast a few

If you have not
done so, please return
your pledge card as
soon as possible. For
those who have special
circumstances and are
unable to pledge, instead giving as
you are able in 2017, please return
your card with a note to that effect.
Thank you.
Brian Almquist
Session Stewardship Chair

End-of-year church
finances on track
By Carolyn Moeglein, treasurer
I am happy to report that our
income for the end of the year is on
track to match our budget. With
some expenses below budget, it is
likely we will have a smaller overrun than originally projected.
REMINDER for tax deductions:
To be recorded on your 2016
giving statement, your donation
must be received/postmarked no
later than Dec. 31. If you plan to
drop an end-of-year donation at
the church office, please do so by
noon on Friday, Dec. 30 because
the office will not be open on Saturday, Dec. 31.

Session notes for November
By Linnea Jones, acting Clerk of Session

Carolyn Moeglein presented the
Session with a 2017 preliminary
Pastor Kathy Keener opened the
budget, which will be further
Nov. 8 meeting with prayer.
discussed at a later Session meeting.
Elaine Morgan reported that the
Brian Almquist reported that the
Pastor Nominating Committee would
Stewardship drive is going quite
be meeting later in the week to
well. Pledges were to be turned in
decide on a candidate. A weekend
by Nov. 13, 2016.
will be set up in the future for this
The Fall Planning Team, headed
individual to come to Ashland to visit
by Linda Purdom, is completing their
and preach at FPC (see article on
term of service on Nov. 20. Thank
page one).

you to Linda and her team for leadership this fall.
The Winter Planning team is in
the midst of planning and has
numerous events coming up. (See
pages two and three.)
There will be a church work day
on Nov. 19.
Starting in February 2017,
Session will meet on the second
Wednesday of the month at 4:30 p.m.

Dedicate Poinsettias for Christmas
To order a poinsettia, fill out this form (or pick up a form from the church office or on the table in the narthex),
attach your check to it, and drop it off at the church office or in the offering plate by Sunday, Dec. 18.
Dedication from: ________________________________________________________
In memory /honor/celebration (circle one) of: _________________________________
Phone:_________________________ Email: _________________________________
Number of poinsettia plants purchased: _____ x $10 = _________ (total payment)
____ I will pick up ______ (number) plant/s after Christmas Eve worship.
____ Please use my plant/s ______(number) for pastoral care.

Dialogue
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Fall Planning Team completes its work
al bread fellowship; World Food Day
worship, potluck and guest speaker
from the Food Bank; Storytelling
Sunday with Dan Buckley telling
about riding an elephant (!); All
Saints' Sunday; Stewardship Breakfast; and Thanksgiving Sunday. They
coordinated with Rev. Art Mills, who
Thank you to the members of
graciously filled our pulpit while
our Fall Worship and Planning Team! Kathy Keener was on vacation.
Coordinated by ruling elder Linda
The team decorated the sanctuPurdom, the team included Adele
ary for several of the Sundays and
Hiles, Linnea Jones, Caroline Kirkcreated a new fall tablecloth. They
man, Darlene Saunders, Carolyn
learned about mission giving (Peace
Moeglein, Virginia King, Marjorie
and Global Witness Offering, Noisy
Bulkley and Rick Herst.
Offerings for Presbyterian Disaster
During their season, the team
Assistance for Flooding and for the
helped plan and lead Just Labor
Ashland Emergency Food Bank) and
Sunday; Native American Sunday
support for the Standing Rock Water
with nuts, fish and berries; World
Protectors.
Communion Sunday and internationThank you, Fall Team!

The Mushroom Hunters, Command and Control —
Men’s Book Club selections for early 2017
By David Hall
and the Illusion of Safety.
The First Presbyterian Men’s
Exact dates of the meetings to be
Book club is currently reading two
announced later. The library has
books. For January 2017, we have
four copies of each, so get on the list.
selected The Mushroom Hunters by
Langdon Cook, a story about how
our Pacific NW mushrooms end up
in meals in NYC and Japan.
For March 2017, we have
selected Command and Control by
By Gene Wright and Howdy Miller
Eric Schlosser, a book about nuclear
A big thank you to all of you
weapons, the Damascus Accident,
who arrived for Work Day. With
our new pastor coming soon, it will
be great to show off our beautiful
campus, which is better for your
effort. We always find places needing our attention, but with such
eager beavers, we get it done.

December Birthdays
2 – Sue Sager
2 – Lilli Patton
3 – Jo Brubaker
6 – Betty Howe
7 – Charles Howe
7 – Richard Welton
8 – Randall Stothers
8 – Amy Patton
12 – Barb Street
14 – John Breneiser
16 – Alice Welton
18 – Mary Morris
19 – Adam Jones
19 – Curtis Jones
25 – Sook-Ja Hansen
26 – Donna Wright
28 – Scott Hunter
29 – Brian Almquist
31 – Esther Freed
December Anniversaries
18 – Mike and Christine
McCollom
19 – Bob and Kathy Dewitt
27 – Jerry and Esther Freed

Buildings and Grounds thanks you!
We were able to remove the
gingko tree and the stump, which
will help reduce with the build-up
of leaves in our gutters. We do
have another gingko tree on the
boulevard, but it is looking
healthy.
Thanks again – there won't be
another work day until next year.
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Presbyterian Women to learn about Vision Quilt Project
By Debbie Miller
Please mark your calendars for
Thursday, Jan. 5 at 1 p.m. for the
first Presbyterian Women’s meeting
of 2017. Our speaker will be Cathy
DeForest, who will explain and
demonstrate the Vision Quilt
Project, a means of raising awareness of gun violence and bringing
people together to find solutions.
After her presentation, we will
announce a date for making our

own contribution to this timely and
important cause. Please invite
friends from the congregation and
community to the meeting – great
refreshments and good fellowship
in addition to the stimulating
program.
Note: The Presbyterian Women
coordinating team will meet Dec. 1
at 9 a.m. in the small meeting room
to plan the January meeting.

Circles to celebrate Christmas with potluck lunch Women’s Book Club
Elsie Nelson Circle
By Marilyn Mobley
Elsie Nelson Circle will meet at
the home of Marilyn Wright on
Monday, Dec 7 at 12 noon (notice the
time change) for our annual
Christmas potluck lunch. Please
bring an unwrapped child's toy.
We will also be studying Lesson
4 of our study guide “Who is
Jesus?” This lesson is based on the
Gospel according to John. In this
fourth Gospel we will see a very
different Jesus; it is here that we
begin to see that Jesus and God are
one.
Visitors are always welcome. Call
Marilyn Mobley for more information.

Westminster Circle
By Barbara Marsh
Kathy Oyler has invited Westminster Circle members to her home
on Dec. 15 at 12 noon for our very
special annual Christmas potluck –
and we are pleased!
She says, “I’ll decorate and you
can bring the food.”
“What a lovely time we’ll have
together,” we cheered!

We want to include our Horizon
Bible Study lesson 4 “Who Is Jesus?”
and discuss more about Jesus as seen
through the lens of John, which is
quite different from that of Mark,
Matthew, and Luke.
Be sure this date is marked with
big RED letters on your December
calendar, because it is always so
rewarding.
Until then, peace be with you.

chooses February book;
no December meeting
By Marcia Hunter
The Women’s Book Club will
skip the December meeting, as has
been our custom, but we’ve already
chosen our book for February, in
case you’d like to get ahead.
Our January meeting to choose
the rest of the books for 2017 will
be scheduled as usual on the last
Monday (30th) of the month.
The book to read for February
is The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry by
Gabrielle Zevin.

January and February are Ashland Emergency Food Bank
months for First Presbyterian Church. We will be staffing the Food
Bank on Friday mornings for those two months.
Please see Judi
Quiett to sign up
for your day.
This is a fun
way to get to
know the people
served by this
crucial community
resource.
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God's Surprise

Christmas Story brings light
during year’s darkest days
Matthew 1:18-25
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother
Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was
found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a
just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded
to put her away secretly.
But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do
not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall
call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins."
So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
by the Lord through the prophet, saying: "Behold, the virgin shall be
with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,"
which is translated, "God with us."
Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know her
till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name
Jesus.
Submitted by Debbie Miller

Who would think that what was needed
to transform and save the earth
might not be a plan or army,
proud in purpose, proved in worth?
Who would think, despite derision,
that a child should lead the way?
God surprises earth with heaven,
coming here on Christmas Day.
Shepherds watch and wise men wonder;
monarchs scorn and angels sing;
such a place as none would reckon
hosts a holy helpless thing.
Stable beasts and by-passed strangers
watch a baby laid in hay;
God surprises earth with heaven,
coming here on Christmas Day.
Centuries of skill and science
span the past from which we move,
yet experience questions whether,
with such progress, we improve.
While the human lot we ponder,
lest our hopes and humor fray,
God surprises earth with heaven,
coming here on Christmas Day.

text by John L. Bell and Graham Maule
Glory to God Hymnal #138

Haiku Corner

Oak tree in trouble,
Branches sag with mistletoe—
Green leaves for Christmas.
By “Poet” Robb Grover
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Our Advent Theme
Week 1—God’s people
spend time waiting,
wandering and wondering
at the timing of God’s
eternal plan.
Week 2—God promises
strength to all who feel
weary and weak in the
shadows of this world.
Week 3—God awakens
our spiritual senses,
challenging us to embrace
the Glory of God.
Week 4—Those who carry
the wounds of life are
promised the Light of Hope.
Christmas Eve— The
hope of Jesus Christ is
radiated to all who are
willing to receive it.

O, Holy Child
of Bethlehem,
you are the hope for our
hurting and broken world.
We thank you, O God for
guiding us through this
season of Advent, shining
your light in the midst of
our darkness. As your
birth lit up the Bethlehem
sky, continue to shine in
our world by dispelling
darkness, binding up the
broken, and calling forth
the faithful. Make us
willing to accept you as
Savior and Lord, we pray
in the name of the child
who is born and the Christ
who returns. Amen.

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 626
Ashland, OR 97520
Return service requested
Dated material

First Presbyterian Church
Siskiyou and Walker
Ashland, OR 97520 541-482-3536
A welcoming and affirming congregation
Interim Pastor: Rev. Kathy Keener momrev1kk@gmail.com/ Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com
Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net/ Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch
Treasurer: Carolyn Moeglein cmoeglein@yahoo.com/ Bookkeeper: Lynn Godsey
Ruling Elders on Session: Amy Patton, Jill Turner, Elaine Morgan, Linnea Jones, Linda Purdom, Howdy Miller, Brian Almquist,
Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter
Deacons: Shirley Patton, Gail Johnson, Marilyn Mobley, Marilyn Wright, Pat Gaulke, Ruth Ralls, Debbie Miller, Judi Quiett,
Marjorie Lininger, Deacon Moderator: Wendy Ray
Ministers: the whole congregation
Our Mission
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice,
loving kindness and walking humbly with God.
Our Vision
Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table
Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland
Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/1stPresAshland

Regular Sunday Schedule
8am Chapel Worship
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship
11:15am Fellowship
SUNDAY

4 2nd Sunday of Advent
11am-2pm Advent Faire
and Soup Lunch

11 3rd Sunday of Advent
Noisy Offering
Maslow Project speaker
December Birthdays
Maslow Giftt Wrapping
Second Sunday
18 4th Sunday of Advent
Christmas Joy Offering
Lessons and Carols

SECOND SUNDAY Schedule
8am Chapel Worship
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship
11:30am Maslow Project Speaker
and package wrapping
MONDAY
TUESDAY

5
4:30 B & G Committee

December 2016

6
AYC Fundraiser (NW Pizza)

7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH)
12
13
1:30pm A & F Comminttee
12pm Elsie Nelson Circle
4pm Session

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
1

FRIDAY
2

SATURDAY
3

7

8

9

10

14

12pm Blood Drive
1:30-3pm Maslow Project
prep in CCC
15
12pm Westminster Circle

12pm Deacons

7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH)
19
20

21
6pm Blue Christmas

16
17
1pm Winter Team Poinsettia
delivery and set up

22 Dialogue Articles Due

23

24 Christmas Eve
7pm Candlelight Service

29
10am Dialogue Folding

30

31 New Year's Eve
3pm Concert, Reception
and Devotional Service

Lower Calvin Hall
Calvin Hall
Calvin Hall

9:00am - 12:00pm
8:00am - 9:30am
8:30am - 9:30am

7pm Choir Practice
4:15pm-7:30 Caroling Party
and Potato Bar
7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH)
25 Christmas Day
26 Office Closed
27 Office Closed
10am Carols & Christmas stories
"come as you are"

7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH)
AA
AA
Alanon
Alanon

Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room

7am-8am
9am-10am
7pm-8:15pm
7pm-8:30pm

28

5pm Community Dinner
Weekly Building Schedule
M-Sat
M-Sat
Preschool
Mon
BNI
Fri
Realtors

M-F
Tues
Thurs

