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Rev. Dan Fowler settling in as new pastor at First Presbyterian
Well, here I am in “my” office,
writing to you as we are getting
ready to move into the season of
Lent. It doesn’t quite feel like “my”
office yet, but it is getting there. I
confess I feel a bit like Moses must
have felt when he was living in the
land of Midian after fleeing
from Egypt – he was Hebrew, yet not a Hebrew.
He was Egyptian, yet not
Egyptian. I am Californian,
yet not Californian. I am an
Oregonian, yet not an Oregonian. I know in time
things will settle, and this place will
feel like home. In the meantime, for
now I am a stranger in a strange
land.
I would like to thank you for your
welcome – especially for the many
cards and visits I received on my
birthday! I plan on being in my office
on most days, Monday through
Thursday from 9-4 or so, depending
on visitation, hospital calls and the
like. If you would like to schedule a
meeting or visit, please call the
church office, and I will be happy to
put you on my calendar.
In the next few months, I hope to
set up some informal gatherings with
members and friends of the church –
to hear about the history of the
church, your dreams, hopes and
desires for this congregation, and to
get to know you all better. I will try

to set something up soon and
provide an opportunity to have folks
sign up for specific dates for these
gatherings.
Some things you may or may not
know about me – I have been in
ministry since 1980, ordained since
1994. I was a music major at
San Francisco State, vocal performance. I use my music in
ministry, and in addition to
singing, I also play piano and
guitar.
Our family was in Fort
Bragg, California for 14 years
before coming to Ashland. My wife
Paula and I have been married for 29
years. Paula will be working at
Asante Ashland Community Hospital
in the Labor and Delivery department. Both of us look forward to
getting back into running and working out – life has been a bit hectic
these past few months.
We have two kids: Sam and Abby.
Sam is 21, living at home, and will be
looking for work once we get settled.
He loves to play video games and
role playing games like Dungeons
and Dragons and Magic. He is great
with computers! So if you know of
any job openings related to computer
technology and/or repair, please let
me know. Our daughter Abby is a
sophomore at Ashland High School.
She sings in two choirs there, loves
drama, and has been on a competi-

tive swim team for many years. She
has already joined the Jesus Club on
campus and is looking forward to
checking out AYC.
That is a brief thumbnail sketch
of us. I look forward to getting to
know you better in the months and
years ahead.
May God guide us as we
approach the holy season of Lent, a
time of introspection, repentance
and renewal. This is a time to focus
upon forgiveness, upon the meaning
of suffering and atonement, moving
from the shadows of the cross and
tomb to an empty grave and the hope
of a Risen Christ.
In Christ, Dan
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Spring Team planning worship, activities
for seasons of Lent, Easter, Pentecost
AYC meeting
March 12 5-7 pm
Calvin Hall
This is the regular AYC meeting for middlers and high schoolers. Dinner will be provided by
volunteers from our church.

B and G thanks you!
By Marilyn Wright
There are so many people to
thank for all your hard work cleaning and sprucing up our facility
before our new pastor arrived. We
were led by a Super Leader in the
person of Jill Turner. She was on a
mission to clean out spaces, and
we stepped up to the call.
Buildings and Grounds had the
special assignment of cleaning,
painting and carpet cleaning the
office and the small meeting room.
In the process, the library carpet
was also cleaned, thanks to Addie
Thornton who loaned us her commercial shampooer, and the result
was magnificent. Doug Hansen,
Lawrence King, and Brian Almquist,
along with other helpers, painted.
A big thank you for your good
work! Jill will be needing more
help, so be prepared. See you next
time.

By Debbie Miller
The newly-assembled Spring
Team has started its work of planning church worship and activities
beginning with Lent
and continuing
through Pentecost.
We are delighted
to already be coordinating with our
new pastor for
meaningful Lenten services.
A quiet, contemplative Ash
Wednesday service is planned for 7
p.m. on March 1. The team will offer
rides for those who do not drive at
night so all can be a part of this
worship.
For the following six weeks
Pastor Dan will lead a Bible study,
based on the book Forgiveness by
Marjorie Thompson, both on Mondays at 10 a.m. and Tuesdays at

7 p.m. We encourage everyone
to attend all or even one of the
sessions to deepen your faith
journey.
Our Palm Sunday
worship will include
our offerings to the
One Great Hour of
Sharing. See article
below.
During Holy Week
our church will offer a Maundy
Thursday service and a Good Friday
Concert . On April 16, Easter Sunday, the celebration of our Lord’s
resurrection, a combined service
at 10 a.m., will bring beautiful music
and scripture to the sanctuary.
Pentecost will be a very exciting
day for our church community —
more later. The team welcomes
suggestions and helping hands at
anytime.

One Great Hour of Sharing supports programs
By Jim Holloway
One Great Hour of Sharing
(OGHS) is a powerful way that our
nation’s Presbyterians come together every year to make a better
world. The offering for OGHS is
taken during Lent (this year from
March 1 to April 15). Your gifts are
then shared among three programs.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) supports the victims of

The Dialogue
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue. Articles are
welcome for the April issue. Please submit by Thursday, March 23.
Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com.
Marcia Hunter, editor

flooding, drought, wildfire and refugees in our country and abroad.
Presbyterian Hunger Program
(PHP) increases food security and
develops sustainable programs for
the hungry and the working poor.
Finally, Self-Development of
People (SDOP) works with low income communities across the
United States to develop skills in
literacy, farming, and reentry into
society for former prisoners.
We will tell you more later –
look for your “fish collection box” in
early March. Your gifts will improve
the lives of people in our country
and around the world. Thanks for
your generosity.
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February Session meeting ties up loose ends during interim-interim time
By Marcia Hunter, Clerk of Session
At the February Session meeting,
led by Rev. Wendy McAninch, Treasurer Carolyn Moeglein reported
we are $4600 to the good for 2017,
as some people have already paid
for the year. The Pastor Moving
Expense fund is growing but still has
a ways to go. The welcome basket is
filling up, to be presented to Rev.
Dan at the welcome potluck.
Elders volunteered to serve as
session representatives to the following committees : Elaine Morgan, Personnel; Howdy Miller, Buildings and
Grounds; Jim Holloway, Nominating
and Spring Team; Jill Turner, Administration – for now.
John Sager will coordinate a list
of former church “regulars” who may

be interested in returning to our
church, so Rev. Fowler can reach out
to them. If you know of people you
would like to add to that list, please
email the names to John.
Howdy Miller reported that the
Buildings and Grounds Committee
refurbished the pastor’s office.
Howdy asks that any requests for
other repairs around the church be
sent to him in writing with specific
details of the location and the problem. Monday night shelter continues
to be a maintenance challenge
(especially for the pre-school).
Howdy is working on scheduling
janitorial service on Tuesday mornings.
Jill Turner reported that the
Administration Committee has been

Church library revisited — check out a book!
By Virginia King
The library is in six sections.
Some have said they don’t know
where to look for a book. Each
section is identified on the front
edge of the shelf.
Section 1: Top
shelf has a few books
on psychology. The
remainder of the
section is Spiritual Life
with such authors as Anne Lamott,
Max Lucado, Eugene Peterson. Probably the most popular section.
Section 2: Non-fiction, Fiction,
Biography and on the two lower
shelves are children’s books.
Section 3: Christian classics
and literature, Prayer, Meditation,
Wellness-healing-aging-dying (find
Karen McClintock here), and Young
Adult.

Section 4: Women’s Studies,
World Religions, two shelves on
Presbyterianism, and Family Life.
Section 5: Seasonal, Parenting, C.S. Lewis and Theology (Borg,
Bass, Niebuhr, etc.)
Section 6: Christian
History, hymn books,
Poetry and Art, various
Bible versions, Society
and Ethics.
And along the back wall: Reference and Bible study books.
Come in and see for yourselves
and check out a book (card in the
front of the book, small box to place
it in near the Spiritual Life section).
Editor’s note: Virginia took a
break from writing about the library,
thinking maybe no one was interested. But now that she’s back, let’s all
check out a book to show her how
glad we are that she is our librarian!

busy reviewing the fees for renting
the sanctuary, getting a new sound
system loop and pastor’s computer,
updating contracts for the copy
machine and childcare, and looking
at records retention and investment
options. Jill has also spearheaded an
“ad hoc cleaning and organizing
team” that has been spring cleaning
in all of our many nooks, crannies,
closets and cupboards around the
church. There will be a rummage
sale of church items sometime in the
spring or summer. More on this later.
The Winter Team is finishing its
work at the end of February. The
Noisy Offering was designated for
John Sager’s Syrian mission work.
The Spring Team takes over on Ash
Wednesday, March 1.

Men’s Book Club
meeting in April
By David Hall
The First Presbyterian Men’s
Book Club is currently reading
Teacher Man, by Frank McCourt, followed by City of Thieves, by
David Benioff.
Our next meeting will be on
Thurs, April 6 at Smithfield Pies at
5:30 p.m.
Happy reading!

The Lent Bible study class
by Rev. Fowler will focus on
the book Forgiveness by Marjorie Thompson. Sessions
begin in March on Monday
mornings or Tuesday nights.
Sign up now or just show up
for one or more session.
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Storytelling articles in the Dialogue
By Marcia Hunter
As Kathy was signing off on her
last day, she mentioned the success
of our storytelling Sundays and suggested we should
continue the tradition. Who ever
knew about Dan
Bulkley riding an
elephant? Or how
Linda Purdom
came to be a
teacher? Or what
motivated Karen
Amarotico’s year
of pie giving?
I remembered a feature we used
to print in the Dialogue called "Over
the Back Fence,” which helped us to
connect and find out more about

people at church, as Kathy said, ". . .
before we find out these things at
funerals."
That was a column based on
interviews; let’s try a
variation this time, a
“submit your own
story about
something significant in your life.”
Will anyone be gutsy
enough to do it?
So, if you have a
story to tell, please
put it in writing and
email it to me, the Dialogue editor.
Don’t be shy! It would be a great
service to our new pastor, who will
be getting to know us, a few at a
time, and this would help him out.

Church flatware sets short on spoons
By Jill Turner
Over the years many of the table
settings from our church stainless
steel flatware have disappeared. At
one time we had more than 60 place
settings, and now we are down to
less than 10 teaspoons.
Originally this silverware was
purchased/gifted to the church
through Betty Crocker coupons.
Several members remember collecting coupons for this very purpose.
Our pattern is Oneida Arbor Rose
and is still available on EBay at a
price of $2.95 to $7.50 per spoon.

Yes, it is a little spendy, so we are
suggesting that we all keep an eye
out for this silverware pattern in our
mother’s closets, Goodwill, garage
and estate sales.
We are in need of teaspoons, but
any additional pieces are most welcome. If you have any questions
about this request, please contact Jill
Turner.
P.S. We are purchasing some
inexpensive spoons from another
pattern, but some of us prefer
matched sets!

March Birthdays
1 – Marilyn Wright
1 – Sean Cleveland
3 – Randy Cleveland
7 – David Dryland
7 – Kathy Oyler
7 – Wendy Ray
8 – Susan Coghill
12 – Gene Wright
17 – Simone Wren
19 – Shirley Patton
20 – Marjorie Bulkey
24 – Laurel Sager
25 – Ryan Cleveland
26 – Doug Hansen
28 – Pamela Barndt
28 – Ed Laskos
30 – Judy LaNier
31 – Tudy Maddox
March Anniversaries
2 – Neil and Erlene Martin
22 – Raoul and Tudy Maddox
22 – Jim and Marcia Hunter

If you have not yet made
your contribution to the
Pastor’s Moving Expenses
fund, there is still time for
you to do that. Just put it in
the collection plate or take
it to the office. Thanks!
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We Choose Welcome
January 26, 2017
God, our heart's true home, Father and Mother of us all:
We can no longer pretend to be distant
from the heartbreak afflicting your children
who have fled in fear for their lives,
the violence and war in their homelands
who must turn their backs on home
to survive famine, catastrophe or drought.
These our neighbors, stopped at the borders
of countries too overwhelmed to welcome,
held in trains, awaiting a word of hope,
huddled in camps and overcrowded shelters
with nowhere to turn and no way to turn back-These neighbors need the welcome of America,
where Liberty still stands vigil in New York Harbor,
still singing give me your tired, your poor,
your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
as she has sung for two centuries,
as she sang for our own forebears.
Her torch blazes still, a light that shines in darkness,
bidding us to walk alongside,
to be once again a city set on a hill
whose light cannot be hidden
Jesus, who said, let the children come to me,
We know the truth: all of these children
are our sons and daughters;
and their parents are our brothers and sisters,
and we owe them a room in the inn,
a place of safety, a chance to live and thrive. . . .
Spirit of Light, who descended, resting like fire on the heads
of frightened and defeated disciples,
even though we seem to walk in darkness,
we are called to be light for the world.
Help us, as our country's policies push closed our nation's doors,
to stand with those strangers who need our help,
to let our voices be heard.
To make a way where there seems no way.
Help our citizenry, made strong by the gifts of many nations
And unified by our common commitment
to liberty and justice for all,
To find again our heart and our hope,
And to say with one voice, we choose welcome. Amen.
--adapted from original poem by the Rev. Dr. Laurie Kraus,
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, after executive orders to
restrict immigration and refugee resettlement in our nation.

Church pledges
can be paid tax free
with IRA distributions
By Carolyn Moeglein
The IRS has finally made
permanent a ruling that your
Required Minimum IRA distributions can be made directly to a charitable organization tax free if you
are at least 70 ½ years old. You can
ask your tax advisor about paying
your church pledge (or other charitable donations) using this plan.
You would request a distribution from your IRA specifying the
check be made out to First Presbyterian Church. (It must be made out
to a charity and not to the IRA
owner to qualify as tax free). It can
be mailed to you to be put into the
offering plate or it could be sent
directly to FPC. We recommend that
you notify the church with specific
directions for how to distribute the
donation (ie: pledge, deacons, etc).
Payments could be made quarterly, monthly or annually depending on your preference.
For more information, talk to
your tax advisor. You can also get
general information at https://
www.kitces.com/blog/qualifiedcharitable-distribution-qcd-fromira-to-satisfy-rmd-rules-andrequirements/
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PW World Day of Prayer in Calvin Hall March 3
By Shirley Patton
Presbyterian Women are once
again hosting the celebration of
World Day of Prayer here in the
Rogue Valley. This year’s liturgy was
written by women of
the Philippines based on
Jesus’ parable of the
Landowner and the
Laborers in the Vineyard. You remember it,
don’t you?
The landowner goes
out throughout the day
and adds to the labor pool working
in his vineyard. The big surprise at
the end of the day is that all the
workers are paid the same fair wage
for a day’s work whether they
worked the entire day or just a fraction of it. The theme of the celebration is “Am I Being Unfair to You?”

which causes us to reflect on the
attitudes of those who labored for
different periods of time as well as
pondering God’s surprising generosity.
World Day of
Prayer is a worldwide, ecumenical
movement of Christian women of many
traditions who come
together to observe a
common day of prayer each year. It is initiated and carried out by women in
more than 170 countries and
regions. WDP promotes justice and
equality for women through prayer,
partnerships, service and celebration. An offering is received to
perpetuate the work of World Day
of Prayer and to fund grants to

Circles studying “Who is Jesus”
Elsie Nelson Circle
By Marilyn Mobley
The Elsie Nelson Circle will meet
Mon., March 13 at 1 p.m. at the home
of Marilyn Mobley. Our study guide
is entitled "Who is Jesus?" and in
Lesson 7, we will study who Jesus is
according to the non-canonical
gospels.
The four canonical gospels
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) are
not the only gospels written by early
Christians. Other stories about Jesus
circulated in the early centuries of
Christianity, offering us stories of
Jesus’ "missing years" and, more importantly, information about the
diversity of early Christianity.
Visitors are always welcome.

Westminster Circle
By Barbara Marsh
Westminster Circle will meet at
the home of Shirley Patton on Thursday, March 16 at 10 a.m. to continue
their 2016-2017 Horizon Bible
Study. The sixth lesson focuses on
how the Hebrews see “Who Is Jesus.”
The book of Hebrews reads like a
long sermon addressed to faithful
Christians struggling in their faith
and is very different from Paul’s letters, which we looked at last month.
Members are encouraged to
think about this: “How does seeing
Jesus through the lens of Hebrews’
author offer you strength today?’
We welcome all newcomers to
join in our small but lively Bible
Study group. For more information,
call Sue Sager or Shirley Patton.

organizations working on issues that
affect women and children in the
United States and worldwide.
The service will be Friday, March
3 from 1 to 3 pm. in Calvin Hall.
Women from four other Ashland
congregations will share in the leadership. Aleli Thomas, who grew up
in the Philippines and is a member of
the UCC-Congregational Church, has
graciously helped with the planning
and will be accompanist. Following
worship we will enjoy refreshments
and a time of fellowship. This is an
excellent occasion to reach out to
friends in other worshipping
communities. We can show them
Presbyterian hospitality as we share
a service that will be held around the
world in many different languages
and cultures. All are welcome! We
hope you’ll come!

Book club to read
1984 in March
By Marcia Hunter
In March, the Women’s Book
Club is reading the chilling dystopian vision of government, 1984, by
George Orwell. Written in 1948, this
was a prophecy about the future. At
our meeting we may be wondering if
that future has arrived.
“The Party told you to reject the
evidence of your eyes and ears. It was
their final, most essential command.”
Amazon tells us that “Winston
Smith toes the Party line, rewriting
history to satisfy the demands of the
Ministry of Truth. With each lie he
writes, Winston grows to hate the
(continued on page 7)
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Bible verses
James 2:14-26
My friends, what good is it for one of you to say that you have faith if your
actions do not prove it? Can that faith save you? Suppose there are brothers or
sisters who need clothes and don't have enough to eat. What good is there in your
saying to them, "God bless you! Keep warm and eat well!" — if you don't give them
the necessities of life? So it is with faith: if it is alone and includes no actions, then it is
dead. But someone will say, "One person has faith, another has actions."
My answer is, "Show me how anyone can have faith without actions. I will show you my faith by
my actions." Do you believe that there is only one God? Good! The demons also believe — and tremble
with fear. You fool! Do you want to be shown that faith without actions is useless?
How was our ancestor Abraham put right with God? It was through his actions, when he offered
his son Isaac on the altar. Can't you see? His faith and his actions worked together; his faith was made
perfect through his actions. And the scripture came true that said, "Abraham believed God, and because
of his faith God accepted him as righteous." And so Abraham was called God's friend.
You see, then, that it is by our actions that we are put right with God, and not by our faith alone. It
was the same with the prostitute Rahab. She was put right with God through her actions, by welcoming
the Israelite spies and helping them to escape by a different road. So then, as the body without the spirit
is dead, also faith without actions is dead.
Submitted by Debbie Miller

Book club. . . .
(continued from page 6)
Party that seeks power for its own
sake and persecutes those who
dare to commit thoughtcrimes. But
as he starts to think for himself,
Winston can’t escape the fact that
Big Brother is always watching. . . .
“A startling and haunting vision
of the world, 1984 is so powerful
that it is completely convincing
from start to finish. No one can
deny the influence of this novel, its
hold on the imaginations of multiple generations of readers —a legacy that seems only to grow with the
passage of time.”
Join us for a stimulating discussion on March 27 at 7 p.m. Place to
be announced.

Haiku Corner

Spider has eight feet,
but she's not clumsy at all.
Glad I'm way bigger.
By “Poet” Robb Grover
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Regular Sunday Schedule
8am Chapel Worship
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship
11:15am Fellowship
SUNDAY

5 1st Sunday of Lent

3-9pm Brava!Opera
in Calvin Hall
12 2nd Sunday of Lent
Daylight Savings Begins
Noisy Offering
5-7pm AYC
7-10pm Brava!Opera
in Calvin Hall
19 3rd Sunday in Lent

26 4th Sunday in Lent

March 2017
MONDAY

6
10am Bible Study (Chapel)
10:30am-6pm Brava!Opera
in Calvin Hall
4:30pm B & G
7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH)
13
10am Bible Study (Chapel)
1pm Elsie Nelson Circle

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
1 Ash Wednesday
7pm Service

7
1:30pm Admin & Finance

10:30am-6pm Brava!Opera
in Calvin Hall
8
2:30pm Deacons
4:30pm Session

10:30am-6pm Brava!Opera
in Calvin Hall
10:30am-6pm Brava!Opera
7pm Bible Study (FR)
in Calvin Hall
14
15

THURSDAY
2

FRIDAY
3 World Day of Prayer
1pm Presbyterian Women

10:30am-6pm Brava!Opera
in Calvin Hall
9
10

12pm Blood Drive

16
10am Westminster Circle

10:30am-6pm Brava!Opera
in Calvin Hall
11

10:30am-6pm Brava!Opera 10:30a-10pBrava!Opera
in Calvin Hall
in Calvin Hall
17
18

7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH) 7pm Bible Study (FR)
20
21
10am Bible Study (Chapel)

22

23 Dialogue Entries Due

24

7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH) 7pm Bible Study (FR)
27
28
10am Bible Study (Chapel)

29

30
10am Dialogue Folding

31

Lower Calvin Hall
Calvin Hall
Calvin Hall

9:00am - 12:00pm
8:00am - 9:30am
8:30am - 9:30am

25
1pm Rev. Fowler Installation

7pm Women's Book Club

AA
AA
Alanon
Alanon

7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH) 7pm Bible Study (FR)
5pm Community Dinner
Weekly Building Schedule
Fireside Room
7am-8am
M-Sat
Fireside Room
9am-10am
M-Sat
Preschool
Fireside Room
7pm-8:15pm Mon
BNI
Fireside Room
7pm-8:30pm Fri
Realtors

SATURDAY
4

M-F
Tues
Thurs

