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I confess I’ve always had a con-

flicted relationship when it comes to 

my faith and love for my country.  

I was raised in the church and 

was also a Cub Scout. I remember 

part of the scout pledge, “to do my 

best to do my duty to God and my 

country.” I learned that order – to 

pledge my love and service to God 

first, country second, and it has stuck 

with me throughout my life. 

I can remember when I was  

attending college at San Francisco 

State University, I often drove by a 

large non-denominational church 

which had two flags flying overhead, 

a huge American flag on top and a 

smaller Christian flag underneath it. 

Every time I drove by that church I 

would mutter, “You have the order 

wrong! The Christian flag should be 

on top!” Then I would quote a scrip-

ture passage, Philippians 3:20: “For 

our citizenship is in heaven.” 

I have sometimes heard the idea 

that, for some reason, God specially 

blessed this nation above all others 

upon the earth, and therefore we 

have divine favor. I do not believe 

this. I believe God loves and blesses 

all upon this planet equally. Psalm 

24:1 says, “The earth is the Lord’s, 

and the fullness thereof, the world  

and those who dwell therein.” (RSV) 

Or, as Eugene Peterson writes the 

original Hebrew in The Message,  

“God claims the earth and everything 

in it; God claims the world and all 

who live on it.” There is no exclusivity 

in God’s love or God’s grace. 

That being said, I have sung the 

national anthem several times, often 

in front of some very large crowds 

(three times for NBA basketball 

games in front of 18,000), and each 

time I sing, I am so proud to be part 

of this free, diverse nation in which I 

live. I have performed full military 

burial services, complete with 21- 

gun salutes, and I am thankful for the 

servicemen and women who have 

fought and defended our freedom, 

often at great cost. I am part of Rota-

ry International, and at our meetings 

each Tuesday we pledge allegiance  

to the flag.  

As I say those words, I pray that 

our nation will come together and be 

led by God’s wisdom, that our leader-

ship won’t be led astray by greed, 

politics and special interest groups. I 

pray that the poor and downtrodden 

will be lifted up, and that God’s jus-

tice might be done rather than  

ignored.  I give thanks that I am free 

and live in a free society. So, al-

though I know my true citizenship is 

in heaven, I know my earthly citizen-

ship is here in America, and for that I 

am indeed thankful. I guess you 

could say I am thankful for my dual 

citizenship 

So as we approach the celebra-

tion of July 4, 1776, when the origi-

nal thirteen colonies claimed their 

independence from England, I guess 

the hymn written not long after the 

end of the Civil War in 1882, “O 

Beautiful for Spacious Skies,” text by 

Katherine Lee Bates, sums it up for 

me: “O beautiful for heroes proved in 

liberating strife, who more than self 

their country loved, and mercy more 

than life. America! America! God 

mend thine every flaw; confirm thy 

soul in self control, thy liberty in law.”  
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our freedom, 
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the August issue. Please submit by Thursday, July  20. 

Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com.   

Marcia Hunter, editor 

July worship to incorporate special events 

By Elaine Morgan 

We will celebrate our church 

family homecoming on Sunday, July 

2 immediately following the com-

bined worship ser-

vice at 10.  What a 

great time for home-

coming, when our 

friends and family 

members are back 

in town for fun 

times getting ready 

for the Fourth of July parade and 

fireworks display. 

The Summer Planning Team will 

provide root beer floats, our experi-

enced chefs will grill Polish and veg-

gie dogs, and the excellent cooks in 

our congrega-

tion will bring 

potluck salads, 

chips or des-

serts. 

       Please join 

us as we get to 

know each oth-

er better and renew old friendships.   

The festivities begin at 11:15 in 

Calvin Hall.   

Please invite your out-of-town 

friends and family to be our guests at 

the FPC Homecoming celebration, 

Sunday, July 2.  Y’all come now! 

July 9 Dixieland Sunday; Ashland 

Food Project mission 

Please join us for Dixieland Sun-

day on July 9 at 10 a.m. (only one 

combined service). Raoul Maddox 

and his Dixieland Jazz band will join 

us for special music in worship. It 

will be a swinging time! 

In addition, Steve Russo from 

the Ashland Food Project will do a 

short presentation in worship on 

the Green Bag Project. A short film 

on the project will be shown in Cal-

vin Hall after the service and repre-

sentatives from the food bank will 

be there to sign up people interest-

ed in becoming part of this worthy 

effort!  

July 16 is Library Sunday 

Join us for a special emphasis 

on a great resource for faith, learn-

ing, insight, wisdom and inspiration 

– the church library.  

We will have our fellowship 

time in the Fireside Room after the  

10 o’clock service, and Virginia 

King,  our church librarian, will be 

with us to show us around the  

library. Find that special book for 

your summer reading! 

 

Guest preacher on July 30  

       Rev. Dr. Karen McClintock will 

preach for us on July 30 on Mat-

thew 5:43-48, “Love Your Enemies.”  

Pastor Dan will be serving as 

pastor in residence at Zephyr Point, 

Lake Tahoe for the Summer Sing 

conference July 26-30. 

Celebrate Homecoming Sunday July 2 with barbecue  

Please join us on Tuesday 

mornings at 10 a.m. on the back 

porch of Pastor Dan’s office. 

We’ll be studying  Matthew 

chapters 5-7. The Bible study 

will be ahead of the sermon  

topic, so, if you come, you can 

get an idea about what will be 

preached the following Sunday. 

Back Porch Bible Study 

continues on Tuesdays 
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This month’s movie, Silence,  

directed by Martin Scorsese will be 

shown in Calvin Hall on the 3rd 

Wednesday of the month, July 19, 

from 6-8 p.m. Snacks and drinks will 

be served.  

It’s the story of two Christian 

missionaries who travel to Japan in 

search of their mentor at a time 

when Christianity was outlawed 

(1700’s). When they are captured 

and imprisoned, both men are 

plunged into an odyssey that will 

test their faith and challenge their 

very lives. Bible study and discus-

sion will follow.  

Flicks and Faith to feature Silence this month 

By Shirley Patton 

July 11, 12, and 13 are going to 

be super busy days for the Fowler 

family.  They are moving from a 

rental above the hospital to the Oak 

Knoll neighborhood.  As we all 

know, moving’s a big job and I think 

we can help make it easier for 

them. 

If you are available Thursday 

morning, July 13, at 10 a.m., your 

services would be welcomed at the 

new house.  There the task will be 

unpacking boxes.  That afternoon at 

3 p.m. we’d like to have a cleaning 

crew at the rental to go over the 

property manager’s check-list and 

get the place spruced up. 

Great thanks to the four Dea-

cons who are preparing dinner for 

the Fowlers the nights of July 11, 12 

and 13.  Their generosity and culi-

nary skills will be much appreciat-

ed. 

Presbyterian Women who want 

to help can do so before or after the 

Picnic/Planning Gathering at the 

Sagers’ which is from noon to about 

3 p.m. 

Please let Shirley Patton know 

if you’re able to help out so we can 

plan efficiently. 

Moving days for 
the Fowlers - - Let’s 
give them a hand! 

In Memoriam 

Lou Engle 
 

A memorial service for Lou 

Engle will be held Saturday, 

July 22,  at 2 p.m., followed by 

a reception in Calvin Hall.  

By Dan Fowler 

At our leadership retreat in May, 

it was mentioned that a few folks 

have difficulty coming up to receive 

bread and juice for communion at 

our 10 o’clock service. So the elders 

and deacons have  

decided to try some-

thing a bit different. For 

the next four months 

(including last month) 

we will alternate how 

we serve communion at 

the 10 o’clock service.   

In the even months (June, Au-

gust) we will stay seated and pass 

the elements. For the odd months 

(July, September) we will do intinc-

tion, also known as “rip and dip.” Af-

ter that period of trying both styles 

of communion, we would like your 

input.   

In addition, to keep from having 

potential struggles for those who are 

gluten intolerant, we will be serving 

a new kind of gluten free, vegan 

bread for com-

munion. (For 

now, the bread 

will remain the 

same for the 8 

a.m. service) This 

is the same bread 

that the Method-

ist church uses every month for com-

munion, and we hope you will find it 

acceptable, so that all can be includ-

ed in God’s holy meal. 

Please give us your input on 

these changes. 

Communion transitions, seeing what works best 

Our congregation  is very caring and generous.  Gene and I would 

like to thank all of you for your concern, cards and emails.  All is pro-

gressing well.    

God Bless, Gene and Marilyn Wright 

Thank you ! 



Page 4                                        Dialogue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 

6 – David Wilkerson 

9 – Helga Binder 

9 – Laurel Dryland 

9 – Kathy Hoxmeier 

15 – Greg Jones 

21 – Kelly Conlon 

22 – Bill Quiett 

26 – Mary Smelcer 

28 – Katie Patton 

31 – Jas Wilkerson 

 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

2 – Brian and Carrie Prechtel 

8 – Margie & Gregg Lininger  

By Marcia Hunter, Clerk of Session 
At their June meeting, Session discussed some of the ideas from the re-

cent retreat that members were excited about.  Our big front lawn along 

with the housing crisis in Ashland suggest an idea of providing affordable 

housing, which requires a look at land zoning issues and building codes. 

Session decided to set up a task force in the fall to make a strategic plan 

with building ideas in mind. 

Worship issues such as a talk-back time after the sermon, holding 

hands in a circle, and sharing the peace were discussed, with the acknowl-

edgement that there are various opinions about these. It was decided that 

having coffee hour on the breezeway in the summer is up to the host. Con-

tinuing to generate ideas for being more welcoming is a priority, including 

forming a new membership team.  

We also need a mission oversight group, including caring for creation, 

justice, and others (see page 7). Please see Dan if you are interested in 

membership or mission. 

There will be a Live Nativity Dec. 8-10 at the Expo in Central Point. Our 

church has been asked to be involved in any way – contributing money, 

manpower, cast members, contruction, costumes, etc. It was decided to see 

if people are interested before committing. Do you want to participate? 

Committees are hard at work this summer keeping the grounds, 

overseeing personnel issues (including a new bookkeeper and treasurer), 

rental and tax issues, sound system, receiving new tables and chairs, 

completing clean-up and storage/organization, summer planning, etc.  The 

stained glass window has happily found a new home as part of the Hospice 

House in Medford. Dates have been set for Dixieland on July 9 and Gospel 

Sunday Aug. 27.  Linda Purdom volunteered to be coordinator for fall 

planning team. 

Dan’s request to be away (but available) on July 12-13 for moving day 

was approved. Shirley Patton is organizing moving help.  

The next Session meeting will be in August, but email will be an option 

if anything comes up before then. 

Session notes for June 

 

By Gene Wright 

        The Buildings and Grounds com-

mittee thanks all of you faithful 

workers who came to the last work 

day.  It was a small but mighty crew, 

and the campus looks great. We are 

grateful for your effort.   

If you missed this time, there 

will be more work days coming.  Or, 

feel free to just zero in on something 

you can see needs attention.  It will 

be greatly appreciated.    

Special thanks go to Randy and 

SuAnne Cleveland, who got things 

organized.   

Thanks 

from B & G 

Committee 

By the Summer Planning Team 

It’s easy to contribute and help 

with our coffee hour fellowship fol-

lowing the 10 o’clock worship ser-

vice each Sunday. 

1. Sign up to be a host, or grab a 

buddy and sign up together. 

2. Let the host know that you’d 

like to contribute something: a plate 

of cookies, regular or gluten free; 

some seasonal fruit, whole or cut up; 

a tray of veggies, fixed at home or a 

store-bought tray; or some cheese 

and/or crackers, regular or gluten 

free. 

3. If all else fails, you can help 

do the dishes and clean up after cof-

fee hour. 

It’s fun to work together to pro-

vide this meaningful time of fellow-

ship. 
 

Coffee Hour – three ways you can help 
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By Lori Freed and Adam Good 

We will be participating in a mission project in mid-

September, the Great Shape dental program in the rural 

Ocho Rios, Jamaica area. We are volunteering and provid-

ing free dental care for family members of all ages who 

have never been to a dentist before.  This free program 

includes cleanings, fillings, extractions, abscess work, 

sealants, and more. 

We are asking for dental supplies as well as sponsor-

ship. We need 400 toothbrushes, 400 small tubes of 

toothpaste, 400 containers of dental floss, and small toys 

for children. The cost for each of us to participate is 

$3000. We are hoping to raise $6000 in sponsorship. All 

items are due by the end of August. 

We appreciate all of your support. 

Thank you,   

Lori and Adam 

Lori and Adam seek support        
for Jamaica mission trip  

By Karen Amarotico 

During these hot days, it is hard to believe that 

the temperatures drop to the low teens in the win-

ter months.  That said, please keep our Monday 

night shelter guests in your thoughts as you clean 

out your homes for summer.  

Consider donating warm clothing (fleece jack-

ets, coats, gloves, hats, and scarves) to our cause. 

Also, if you see socks or underwear on sale, they 

are always a lovely gift for our visitors.  Thank you 

so much for caring about those in need in our 

town! 

Think of winter shelter, 
even during hottest months 

By Sharon Laskos, Deacons treasurer 

Green envelope donations to 

the Deacons Fund get used in many 

ways. Most of the help given from 

the office are for Shop’n Kart $10 

vouchers. From 15-25 people get 

help every month with food, utili-

ties, housing, and transportation. 

The Deacons also give monthly to 

the Ashland Food Bank and the 

Community Resource Center.   

You will notice a sign on the  

office door, usually by the 10th of 

the month,  that we are out of funds 

for the month. We try to provide 

funds equal to our monthly dona-

tions. The needs are constant and 

donations to Deacons are appreciat-

ed by many in our community.  

Thank you.  

Deacons update By Shirley Patton 

The Prayer Chain is a list of peo-

ple who respond to prayer requests 

from our church family on behalf of 

themselves or others.  Requests for 

prayers may be made through Pas-

tor Dan, a Deacon, or Susan Coghill, 

our office manager, who maintains 

the list. 

The name Prayer Chain origi-

nated when there was in fact a 

chain of phone calls to notify pray-

ing friends of the prayer requests.  

Currently requests are sent out 

through email, so the name is sim-

ply a tradition. 

Those of us who have been 

blessed through the prayers of oth-

ers are grateful to those who offer 

prayers.  God knows the longings of 

our hearts, and prayer requests 

may be specific or general depend-

ing upon the wishes of those seek-

ing prayer.  One may remain anony-

mous.  If you are soliciting prayers 

for another, please gain permission 

(or that of a parent in the case of a 

minor) before entering the name. It 

is best to ask how they would like 

the prayer request worded. 

If you feel called to pray for oth-

ers through the Prayer Chain, all 

you need to do is let Susan know, 

and she will add you to the list so 

you will be notified as requests are 

received.   

The ministry of prayer is spirit-

ually enriching for those who pray 

and those who are prayed for.  You 

are welcome to join “the chain” and 

to use its resources. 
 

What is the Prayer Chain; how does it work?   
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Telling our Stories 

The Day I Found My Voice 

 

By Barbara Marsh 

Sue Sager has once again invited 

Presbyterian Women to gather at her 

home July 13 at noon to relax and 

enjoy one another.  It is a delightful 

summer event not to be missed.  So 

dig out your favorite old (or new!) 

recipe, or one you've been dying to 

try and bring a salad, entree or des-

sert to share.  Rolls, beverages and 

table service will be provided.   

A special time will be set aside 

for memorial tributes for those we 

have lost during the past year.  A 

short installation of officers will be 

conducted.  Plans and programs for 

the coming year will be discussed. 

Bring your social calendar with you 

along with your potluck item.  If you 

are in town, we hope you will plan to 

join us. 

The Coordinating Team will meet 

Thursday, August 3 in the small 

meeting room next to the church  

library to finalize programs and  

information for the new PW year-

book that you will hopefully receive 

at our Sept. 7 PW meeting.  The team 

would be so pleased to have mem-

bers come and participate with us 

for this important meeting.  If you 

have questions, do not hesitate to 

call or ask for a ride.     

Presbyterian Women to gather on July 13 for lunch, tributes, planning  

By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club is read-

ing the novel Jayber Crow by  

Wendell Berry in July. They will 

meet for discussion and snacks on 

Monday, July 31 at 7 p.m. at the 

home of Carolyn Moeglein. 

Jayber Crow, growing up in Ken-

tucky, orphaned at 10, sent to rela-

tives and eventually to an orphan-

age, decides to explore life’s burning 

questions and study to be a minister. 

After deciding not to follow that call-

ing and making his way through a 

major flood in 1937, he finds himself 

back in small-town Kentucky as a 

barber – a perfect vantage point 

from which to examine and redefine 

his faith.  He shuns luxuries, seeks a 

simple life, falls in love, and believes 

in taking care of the earth, despite all 

the modern business practices 

around him. Through the introspec-

tion of his main character, the author 

provides a window into his own 

moral code. 

Please join us at book club in  

July. 

  

Jayber Crow, summer 
reading selection for 
Women’s Book Club 

By Donna Wright 

As my sister and I rounded the corner in the fast moving traffic, my 

eyes met the eyes of a pleading, helpless dog lying in the middle of the 

road.  He had pulled himself up on his front legs the best he could, the back 

of his body mangled.  Cars flew by on both sides of him.  We found a place 

to safely turn around, and my sister carefully pulled her truck in front of 

the dog.  Seeing a slight break between cars, I hopped out and went up to 

the helpless dog, assuring him that I would help him if he would allow me 

to do so. I slipped my hands and arms under him and carried him to the 

truck. Blood was on both of us. 

Entering the vet’s office with the dog in my arms, I approached the  

receptionist. I explained the situation, and, without hesitation, she told me 

in order for them to treat him I would have to cover all his medical bills. 

Growing up, I had learned that one speaks softly and calmly, and if one 

can’t say anything nice, one doesn’t say anything.  

In a room full of clients and their pets I found myself saying, “I just 

risked my life in the middle of a busy highway to help this sweet struggling 

dog, and you are a vet’s office and you are telling me you won’t help this 

badly injured dog without money?” I had forgotten the “speak quietly” part 

of my upbringing! 

 Soon the vet came out and said, “Please bring your dog to the back.” 

She immediately began caring for him. I stayed with him, reassuring him 

until I felt he was trusting them.  

I called later that day to check on him. The owner had come in shortly 

after I left. The dog had gotten out of their yard and ventured up to the 

highway. Someone had seen me in the highway trying to help him and had 

told the owner when they returned home. No, the dog did not make it, but 

he died knowing people cared about him instead of being hit again and 

again. 

That was the day I found my voice. 
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Volunteers needed for membership, 

mission oversight groups 

Session has decided that we need to revitalize 

two functions that used to be covered by our  

committee system. 

First we are asking for volunteers for member-

ship enhancement – to promote a more welcoming 

atmosphere at our church, keep track of members 

we haven’t seen in awhile, and follow up with visi-

tors.  

Mission projects need long-term planning, so 

it's not been working as well to have the seasonal 

teams do the work.  A group of dedicated folks 

would look at the whole picture and plan for our 

mission needs over time. 

Please let Dan, Susan, or a member of Session 

know of your interest in either of these areas! 

Haiku Corner 

Lonely pink rock rose, 
last of thousands that have bloomed. 
Gone after one day. 
 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 

Jeremiah 32:17-27, 36-41 

I prayed, “Sovereign Lord, you 

made the earth and the sky by your 

great power and might; nothing is 

too difficult for you. You have shown 

constant love to thousands, but you 

also punish people for the sins of 

their parents. You are a great and 

powerful God; you are the Lord  

Almighty. You make wise plans and 

do mighty things; you see everything 

that people do, and you reward them 

according to their actions. Long ago 

you performed miracles and won-

ders in Egypt, and you have contin-

ued to perform them to this day, 

both in Israel and among all the  

other nations, so that you are now 

known everywhere.  

By means of miracles and won-

ders that terrified our enemies, you 

used your power and might to bring 

your people Israel out of Egypt. You 

gave them this rich and fertile land, 

as you had promised their ances-

tors. But when they came into this 

land and took possession of it, they 

did not obey your commands or live 

according to your teaching; they did 

nothing that you had ordered them 

to do. And so you brought all this 

destruction on them. 

“The Babylonians have built 

siege mounds around the city to cap-

ture it, and they are attacking. War, 

starvation, and disease will make the 

city fall into their hands. You can see 

that all you have said has come 

true. Yet, Sovereign Lord, you are the 

one who ordered me to buy the field 

in the presence of witnesses, even 

though the city is about to be  

captured by the Babylonians.” 

Then the Lord said to me, “I am 

the Lord, the God of all people. Noth-

ing is too difficult for me. 

The Lord, the God of Israel, said 

to me, “Jeremiah, the people are say-

ing that war, starvation, and disease 

will make this city fall into the hands 

of the king of 

Babylonia. 

Now listen to 

what else I 

have to say. I 

am going to 

gather the people from all the coun-

tries where I have scattered them in 

my anger and fury, and I am going to 

bring them back to this place and let 

them live here in safety.  

Then they will be my people, and 

I will be their God. I will give them a 

single purpose in life: to honor me 

for all time, for their own good and 

the good of their descendants. I will 

make an eternal covenant with them. 

I will never stop doing good things 

for them, and I will make them fear 

me with all their heart, so that they 

will never turn away from me. I will 

take pleasure in doing good things 

for them, and I will establish them 

permanently in this land.” 

Bible verses for July 

Men’s Book Club to meet                By David Hall 
The Men’s Book Club is currently reading Following 

Atticus by Tom Ryan. Our next meeting is planned 
for Thursday, July 20 at 5:30 p.m. at Smithfields Pies.  



                                              

Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1

2 3 4  Independence Day 5 6 7 8
Combined Worship Office Closed 11am AA Workshop (FR)
Homecoming Sunday

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Dixieland Jazz Sunday 10am Back Porch Bible Study 1pm Summer Planning Team 12pm Presbyterian Women
Birthday Sunday Potluck Picnic
Combined Worship

16 (Laurie Anne Gone) 17 18 19 20  Dialogue Entries Due 21 22
Noisy Offering 10am Back Porch Bible Study 6-8pm Calvin Hall 2pm Lou Engle Memorial

Flicks and Faith
"Silence"

23 (Laurie Anne Gone) 24 25 26 27 28 29
10am Back Porch Bible Study 10am Dialogue Folding

30 (Laurie Anne Gone) 31
Guest Pastor Karen McClintock

Dan at Zephyr Point Dan on Vacation

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri          Realtors                         Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am       Thurs
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri

July 2017

Weekly Building Schedule

Dan at Zephyr Point
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Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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