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Over the last 5-7 years of my 

ministry, I have embarked upon a 

season of change. I changed my 

preaching style and began leaving 

the pulpit and 

talking among 

the congrega-

tion during my 

sermons. I was 

then nudged by 

the Spirit to add 

to my sermons 

by bringing in 

visual arts to 

enhance the 

message. I, 

along with my 

family, made a huge change last year, 

coming to a new location after 14½ 

years.   

But, for the most part, my  

service order has remained in the 

same “Presbyterian box” that I start-

ed using to craft worship services 

when I began ordained ministry 24 

years ago. I was challenged a bit in a 

meeting last week about the “normal

-ness” of our worship. I realize that, 

as I work with you all on revision-

ing what our church can become and 

asking you to consider some  

changes, I need to consider changes 

as well. 

So, our church is beginning an 

exciting journey of inspiration and 

learning about our worship through 

a subscription to an online resource 

called “The Worship Design Studio” 

that will guide us as we discern how 

best to enhance what we already do 

while honoring our great Christian 

tradition of worship. If you experi-

enced “The 

Dark Woods” 

a couple of 

years ago 

with Pastor 

Kathy, you 

got an idea of 

what the 

Worship 

Design 

Studio offers 

for creative 

worship. As 
we begin to explore this resource, 

feel free to view more information 

at: www.worshipdesignstudio.com 

and let me know if you’d like to 

get  access to our subscription. 

The Greek word for worship –

leitourgia –literally means, “the work 

of the people.” The underlying princi-

pal in the Worship Design Studio is 

that planning worship should be the 

work of the people, along with what 

we do in our weekly worship. So this 

virtual online learning and planning 

application will help more of us  

become involved in evaluating and 

planning our worship.  

Being part of the summer 

planning team could become one 

of the most vibrant, vital and fun 

ways to carry out our discipleship. 

It can be multigenerational and  

include those of you who consider 

yourselves “creative” as well as 

those who simply want to help carry 

out simple tasks. You can spend as 

much or as little time as you are able 

(and, thanks to this new resource, do 

a lot of it right from your computer). 

What is needed NOW is a summer 

planning team, and someone to head 

the team up. (You don’t even have to 

be an elder to be the team leader.)  

I hope the Spirit might nudge 

you to join with me in this continu-

ing season of change, as we explore 

outside the box! 

In Christ, 
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have 

contributed to the Dialogue.  

Articles are welcome for the June 

issue. Please submit by Thursday, 

May 24. Email (preferred) to 

huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Marcia Hunter, editor 

Ashland Youth Collective will 

be hosting a “Tamales and Tosta-

das” fundraiser dinner, hosted by 

Ashland’s Methodist Church this 

Cinco de Mayo (May 5), 5-7 p.m.  

Proceeds will benefit our service 

trip this August in Fresno, Califor-

nia.  

The mission trip is through an 

organization called FIRM (Fresno 

Interdenominational Refugee Min-

istries). We will be spending the 

week doing service projects in the 

Fresno area with refugees and  

immigrants from various countries. 

Tickets to the dinner are $10 

per person or $20 per family. We 

would love to see you there for a 

fun night and a delicious dinner! 

Our multi-church youth  

program will be here at FPC May 

20 from 5-7 p.m. Dan is looking 

for anyone who is able to bring a 

meal to feed 10-12 people. If you 

can assist, please let Dan know. 

Food help May 20? 

By Carolyn Johnson 

On Sunday, May 6 your Long Range Plan-

ning Committee will be hosting a mini retreat 

and barbecue following worship. The purpose 

of this retreat is to gather parishioners’ input 

for our strategic plan. Participants will be 

asked to brainstorm as we conduct a “SWOT” analysis: 

S – What are our church’s STRENGTHS? 

W – What are our church’s WEAKNESSES or challenges? 

O – What OPPORTUNITIES are there for new programs or mission projects? 

T – What THREATS do we need to address? 

At the end of the brainstorming activity, you will be asked to identify 

four ideas that you think are the most important for session to address. If 

you are unable to attend this mini retreat, please contact Carolyn Johnson 

at carolynach@aol.com with your ideas. 

Special  Taize  service May 6 
Please join us for a combined worship service at 10 

a.m. on May 6. We will have a Taize  service – singing, 

prayers, candlelight and reflection on scripture. The 

theme will be “Behold, I am Doing a New Thing” (Isaiah 

43:19). 

Long Range Planning Team seeks your ideas 

By Gene and Marilyn Wright 

       Another opportunity to share 

time and energy with all those  

people you haven't seen for awhile. 

       If you like to spread bark, here's 

your chance!  Plus many other  

exciting activities.  Bring your 

gloves and tools you might need 

and join us.  It all starts by 9 a.m. 

and we will end at noon.   There will 

also be a time for breaks and fellow-

ship.  See you there! 

Spring workday is May 19 
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 Pentecost Offering will benefit at-risk children, youth 
By Elaine Morgan 

Each year on Pentecost Sunday, 

we celebrate the gift of the Holy  

Spirit and the birthday of the church.  

The Holy Spirit remains with us still, 

connecting us with the church of the 

past, continuing to inspire the 

church of today, and pointing us to 

the church of the future.   

Each year, this celebration is 

marked by receiving the Pentecost 

Offering, which nurtures the faith of 

those who are the church to come – 

children, youth, and young adults. 

Forty percent of our offering 

stays with this congregation, to  

develop and support ministries and 

programs for young people in our 

own church and community.  If you 

have a suggestion for where our 

40% should be used, please share 

your idea with a member of the 

spring planning team.   

The rest of the offering is divided 

among Young Adult Volunteers 

(25%), Ministries with Youth (25% ), 

and children-at-risk (10%) to im-

prove education and provide safe 

havens. 

The Pentecost Offering unites us 

in a churchwide effort to support 

young people in Christ and inspire 

them to share their faith, ideas, and 

unique gifts with the church and the 

world. 

Won’t you join with your  

support?  If we all do a little, it adds 

up to a lot. 

Pastor Dan will once again pre-

sent a series of films on faith in  

Calvin Hall this summer. Films will 

be shown on the 3rd or 4th Tuesday 

of each month from 6 – 8:30 p.m.  

The first offering, on May 22,  
will be the movie “Chocolat,” 

starring Johnny Depp and Juliete 

Binoche, a beautiful and touching 

movie about a single mother with a 

daughter who decides to open a 

"chocolaterie" in a very conser-
vative village during Lent. This 

film helps unmask the  hypocrisy 

often found behind faith.  

If you have a film you would like 

Dan to consider for this series, 

please contact him. 

Flicks and Faith summer series to begin 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS 

2 – Suanne Cleveland 

2 – Darlene Saunders  

4 – Judy Quiett 

4 – Daniel Bulkley (101 this year!) 

9 – Joelle Annen 

9 – Marcia Hunter 

10 – Ilse Forney 

11 – Ted Sockman 

12 – Madelyn Annen 

12 – Linnea Jones 

13 – Bob Dewitt 

16 – Howard Miller 

16 – Erlene Martin 

19 – Lawrence King 

27 – Margie Lininger 

28 – Sidney Abrahams 

30 – Kathy Dewitt 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

1 – Rhoda and Sidney Abrahams 

15 – Bernhard and Helga Binder 

25 – Bruce and Carolyn Johnson 

27 – Joanne and Coz Costantino 

31 – John and Katy Slyt 

31 – Alice and Dick Welton 

By Virginia King

       There are two copies of Anne  Lamott’s 

Help, Thanks, Wow in our library now, in the 

Prayer section. 

       There is also a new copy of Mike 

Yaconelli’s Messy Spirituality that disap-
peared from the library a few years ago. It 

will be in the Spiritual Life section after I have finished reading it again. 

Church library has new books 

By David Hall 

The First Presbyterian Men’s 

Book Club is currently reading The 

Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a 

Changing World by Desmond Tutu 

and the Dalai Lama.  We currently 

plan to meet on Thursday, May 17 

at 5:45 p.m. at Smithfield’s Pub and 

Pies to discuss this book. 

Men’s Book Club 

National Day of Prayer is Thursday, 
May 3. The FPC chapel will be open at noon for 

a time of prayer for our nation and world.  

Everyone is welcome. 

National Day of Prayer was created in 

1952, a joint resolution of the United States 

Congress and signed by President Harry  

Truman. This day exists to communicate the 

need for personal repentance and prayer. 

Haiku Corner 

Oak tree is budding. 

Soon leaves will be spreading out, 

hiding mistletoe. 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 
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Our youngest child recently 

turned seven years old. At times, it 

still surprises me that we no longer 

have babies in the house. (Well, 

there is a new puppy, but that’s a 

different story!) 

As my children have gotten old-

er, I’ve discovered that the parenting 

strategies I once employed effective-

ly no longer work quite so well. 

When older children get upset, they 

are less easily distracted from what-

ever has upset them. I find myself 

needing to develop tools that in 

many ways are more passive: listen-

ing with full attention, offering  

empathy rather than advice, staying 

calm when they get anxious. 

I remember the many challenges 

of parenting young children, not the 

least of which is the chronic fatigue 

that comes from rarely getting an 

uninterrupted night’s sleep. And yet, 

I often find myself looking back at 

those days with a kind of longing. 

Remember when I could pick him up 

and, in just a few minutes of snug-

gling, calm him down? Remember 

when a warm cup of milk got her 

back to sleep every time? Remember 

when a Band-Aid and a kiss made it 

all better? 

The downside to this kind of 

remembering is that it is almost  

always selective. We have a way of 

forgetting the most difficult aspects 

of the past and focusing only on the 

best. My daughter does the same 

thing when she says that, for the one 

year of her life when I wasn’t work-

ing outside the home, 

I had homemade 

cookies and hot choc-

olate waiting every 

day when she got 

home from school. 

Although this is how 

she remembers that 

year, my memory is 

that this may have 

happened once—

twice at the most! 

When I get caught up in my longing 

for the past—for my children’s sweet 

toddler voices and manageable  

upsets—I inevitably discover that I 

have missed out on the wonders of 

who my children are right now, to-

day. Because, although they’re not 

wonder-filled toddlers, they are ca-

pable of intelligent conversation and 

share insights that surprise and  

delight me. I can only parent them 

effectively if I am willing to recog-

nize and accept who they are and 

what they need at their current age 

and stage. 

      So it is with most people and 

organizations, including the church. 

Time marches on, which inevitably 

means that people and circumstanc-

es and ways of doing things change. 

Sometimes we are grateful for these 

changes, just as most parents are 

when their children sleep through 

the night and no longer need  

diapers. But change often leaves us 

conflicted. 

      We may know that change  is 

inevitable, but that doesn’t mean we 

don’t feel a deep sense of grief when 

children grow up or traditions 

evolve. Yet we are at our most effec-

tive—as parents, children, friends, 

pastors and church members—when 

we are willing to see our loved ones 

or our beloved organizations as  they 

are now, not at some time in our 

rose-colored past. 

      Our God reveals an endless  

capacity for creatively attending to 

God’s people where they are and as  

they are. We see this in hundreds of 

stories from the creation of the  

universe in Genesis to the creation of 

the church in Acts. God continually 

finds new ways to engage and  

encounter God’s beloved children. 

May we find ways to take the best of 

our past into our future. But most of 

all, may we be present to who and 

what God has placed before us here 

and now. 

Amy Starr Redwine is pastor of the 

Church of the Covenant in Cleveland, 

Ohio. She lives with her husband and 

three children. 

Here and Now  
Thoughts on change by Amy Starr Redwine 

 from the March/April 2018 edition of Horizons: the Magazine for Presbyterian Women 
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By Judi Quiett 

Everyone is welcome to attend 

the May meeting of Presbyterian 

Women on Thursday, May 3. Our 

speaker will be Elizabeth Hallett, 

Program Manager of Peace House. 

She will share about this organiza-

tion, their programs, services, and 

collaborations. Their mission states, 

“We promote nonviolent conflict 

resolution, socio-economic justice, 

and the inherent dignity of all  

people.” 

The meeting will be in Calvin 

Hall with the program beginning at 

1 p.m., followed by refreshments 

and business meeting. Come for the 

program, the program and refresh-

ments, or stay for all three.  We hope 

to see you! 

By Barbara Marsh 

       All Presbyterian women take 

note:  Hopefully you have been 

thinking about attending the 

Churchwide Gathering of Presbyter-

ian Women August 2-5, 2018 in 

Louisville, Kentucky.  The time is 

now to get your reservation  

secured.  It is so inspiring to hear 

the comments of women who have  

attended in the past.  This is a gold-

en opportunity that we should take 

advantage of, if at all possible.   

For inspiration and information, 

you may want to talk to Shirley  

Patton.  She will be going again this 

year as the group celebrates the 

30th year of Presbyterian Women. 

You can expect to hear stimulating 

speakers, attend interesting work-

shops, meet Bible study authors, 

make new friends, learn about  

worship, mission and community, 

and more.   

When was the last time you gave 

yourself a special gift?  Maybe the 

time is now for you.  Will you  

seriously think about it?   

By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club is read-

ing a fascinating book in May called 

Into the Magic Shop: A Neurosur-

geon's Quest to Discover the Myster-

ies of the Brain and the Secrets of the 

Heart, an award-winning  New York 

Times bestseller by James Doty. 

We will meet earlier in the 

month due to the Memorial Day  

holiday – on Monday, May 21 at 

7 p.m. at the home of Gayle Turner.
Part memoir, part science, part 

inspiration, and part practical 

instruction, this is the story of the 

author’s amazing growth from a 

poor California boy from a dysfunc-

tional family to the director of the 

Center for Compassion and Altruism 

Research and Education at Stanford.  

It all started at the age of twelve 

when he wandered into a magic 

shop looking for a plastic thumb. 

Instead, he met Ruth, a woman who 

taught him how to ease his own  

suffering and manifest his greatest 

desires. Sounds like an intriguing  

story. . . .  

By Marilyn Mobley 

Elsie Nelson Circle will meet on 

Monday, May 14 at 1 p.m.  Ilse  

Forney will be hostess at her home 

with Virginia King as co-hostess. We 

will be studying Lesson 9 of our 

study guide Cloud of Witnesses. In 

this lesson "In Community with all 

the Saints” we will explore our  

concluding topic, as we attempt to 

bring together all the texts of the 

previous eight lessons.  

Watch for information about our 

annual lunch in June regarding date, 

time and place. 

By Barbara Marsh 

Westminster Circle will meet at 

10 a.m. on May 3 at the home of 

Shirley Patton .  We will discuss  

Lesson 8 in our Horizon Bible study, 

"Cloud of Witnesses."  We will be 

examining the household of faith 

that reminds us of our supportive 

home with each other and God.   

We invite you to join us in  

fellowship and study as we ask  

ourselves if we are striving to be a 

community filled with hope for the 

future.   

PW to welcome Peace House speaker 

Women’s circles meeting in May 

Women’s Book Club reading Into the Magic Shop 

Churchwide Gathering of 

Presbyterian Women is 

this summer in Louisville 
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Psalm 96   God the Supreme King 

Sing a new song to the Lord! 

    Sing to the Lord, all the world! 

Sing to the Lord, and praise him! 

    Proclaim every day the good news 

    that he has saved us. 

Proclaim his glory to the nations, 

    his mighty deeds to all peoples. 

The Lord is great and is to be highly praised; 

    he is to be honored more than all the gods. 

The gods of all other nations are only idols, 

    but the Lord created the heavens. 

Glory and majesty surround him; 

    power and beauty fill his Temple. 

Praise the Lord, all people on earth; 

    praise his glory and might. 

Praise the Lord's glorious name; 

     bring an offering and come into his temple.  

Bow down before the Holy One when he  

     appears; tremble before him, all the earth! 

Say to all the nations, “The Lord is king! 

    The earth is set firmly in place 

    and cannot be moved; 

    he will judge the peoples with justice.” 

Be glad, earth and sky! 

    Roar, sea, and every creature in you; 

    be glad, fields, and everything in you! 

The trees in the woods will shout for joy 

    when the Lord comes to rule the earth. 

He will rule the peoples of the world 

    with justice and fairness. 

     Submitted by Debbie Miller 

A timely quote from 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

“Christianity stands or 

falls with its revolution-

ary protest against vio-

lence, arbitrariness, and 

pride of power, and with 

its plea for the weak. 

Christians are doing too 

little to make these points 

clear. . . . Christendom  

adjusts itself far too easily 

to the worship of power. 

Christians should give 

more offense, shock the 

world far more, than they 

are doing now.” 

Submitted by Brian 

and RuthAnn Almquist 

Bible verses 
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Editor’s note:  Debbie and Howdy 

Miller have been sending letters from 

their veterinary mission to India.  This 

is their last, but previous letters are 

available on the church website: 
http://www.firstpresashland.org/page/
veterinary_mission_to_india_2018 

Julley, 
       Our bags are open while we try to 

sort our goods; as we pack we are 

reflecting on the time here and how 

fast it has gone.  This has been such a 

satisfying almost five weeks in 

Ladakh, 12 nights of which were in 

the villages.  To close these journals, I 

will give you a few more reflections 

of Leh and the surrounding area, just 

brief observations of life in this  

remote part of the world. 

 One of the hardest adjustments 

for us is the capriciousness of the 

government and the power company 

in providing electricity and internet 

service.  One never knows when the 

computer screen announcement 

reads SERVER NOT FOUND and you 

know to turn it off, in the middle of a 

sentence. The guest house owners 

have complained about the difficulty 

of booking prospective visitors,  

because it can take days for a  

response. I have been drying my hair 

and had the power suddenly switch 

off.  Of course weather interferes 

with some routines: as everyone  

rejoiced when the road to Srinagar 

opened early, it has now been closed 

twice for a day or more. Once we 

heard the military had shut it down 

(lots of unrest in Kashmir right now 

as Indian army officers shot two  

Pakistanis) and once for a late 

snow.  One does not depend on  

anything out of his control.   

   The military:  as you know, Sikh 

men wear large turbans, a problem 

for uniformed soldiers. This was 

solved by issuing them army green 

turbans. Over half of the population 

of this region are military forces. 

They were apparently conducting 

some exercises, as one day while in 

Matho we saw paratroopers landing 

in the large plain across the river and 

all of our travels on the road have 

been slowed by convoys of truck  

carriers.  While I know that India is 

defending two borders, China to the 

north and east, Pakistan to the west,  

I also think about the 35 million  

Indians without water or electricity 

and wish some money could be  

allocated to human resources. 

   Meanwhile, Leh is a small  

confluence of Asian peoples.  The 

Tibetans are by far the majority,  

Buddhist and Ladakhi speakers. Both 

Sunni and Shia Muslims live fairly 

peaceably with one another and the 

other residents; we were surprised 

to see some women veiled, a new  

notion here, as women have many 

opportunities for both study and  

employment.  Their language is  

Urdu.  Many of the military speak 

Hindi, but understand Urdu.  Migrant 

workers include those from Bahari, 

the very NE part of India.  They are 

small in stature but so strong, lifting 

80 or more pounds.  They build the 

houses and hotels, often also  

employed as the house boys in the 

lodgings.  The Nepali workers do the 

heavy construction of roads — very 

brutal conditions lifting heavy rock 

and hauling cement in gunny sacks. 

The carpenters who make the furni-

ture, paint and plaster for the many 

hotels are from the Punjab, the part 

of India south of Ladakh.  Tourists 

are coming earlier, especially from 

the southern parts of India where the 

temps reach 100 degrees or more by 

early April – this has become the 

newest destination.  We have seen 

several Chinese walking around, and 

some Europeans are venturing out, 

but real trekking does not start this 

early. 

       New restaurants seem to open 

every day, many trying to cater to 

foreign tastes rather than providing 

the standard Ladakhi fare that we 

Telling our Stories:  Final observations from India 
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think is quite good and so reasonable 

– we can get a plate of flavorful

noodles and veggies or rice covered 

with stew with tea for about $3. One 

of the new additions is the coffee 

shops--tea costs 20-50 cents a cup, 

depending on the variety, with so 

many good choices!, What was  

always offered as coffee, a cup of hot 

milk and a jar of Nescafe + sugar  

cubes (not too bad, cheaper than a 

Starbucks latte), is about the same 

price, but “real” coffee, new on the 

scene, is closer to $3 a cup. 

The produce stands are so full of 

beautifully colored veggies, abun-

dant cukes, tomatoes and delicious 

melons; we have never had much in 

the way of veggies and fruit before. 

But, carbs are the staple; one could 

be a vegetarian here, but no one who 

stays away from gluten would sur-

vive– three meals a day are full of 

flour.  Most meals 

are meatless, but 

sometimes, espe-

cially in homes, a 

luxury is a bit of 

mutton or chick-

en.  Because of the 

way the pieces are 

cut, with that long 

cleaver and not at 

joints but to sell a 

weight portion, we 

find bone frag-

ments in the small 

pieces of meat.  I 

thought I was very 

careful, but alas, I 

came down on a hard sliver and 

broke my front tooth.  

  We have been delighted to be in 

many homes, mostly for tea but to 

see the interiors.  Lavender, a color 

used in the US only for little girls' 

bedrooms, is very popular here in 

any room.  This is the first year we 

have seen refrigerators in most of 

the houses, another ramification of 

global warming. Some homes now 

have a pre-finished thin wood floor 

rather than the carpets; the latter are 

more colorful (no concern about pat-

terns or colors matching) but  

certainly harder to clean.  No one 

wears shoes inside the house, but at 

the door is an array of plastic crocs 

or shower slippers so they can go in 

and out without stopping to tie 

shoes.  While we needed every inch 

of support from our hiking boots to 

climb the rocky trails, the locals 

scampered up in these slip-ons. 

   Rotarians will be happy to 

know that polio vaccines were given 

earlier this year; I think it as been 

eradicated here.  Vaccinations for 

other childhood diseases are 

stressed on posters and even TV. 

 Two last reflections on our  

status as westerners: politics are big 

in India, as the prime minister 

(Modi) is a Hindi nationalist who 

does not seem to respect other reli-

gions and the party is not trusted 

because of corruption.  When we are 

asked where we are from and  

answer "the US," anyone who speaks 

English has an unkind word for the 

present president. Obama was well 

received here, but no one can under-

stand how this happened.  Although 

we cannot, both because of language 

barriers and political constraints, 

share our faith openly, if anyone 

asks, and they do, why we are here 

helping, we can safely answer that 

the God who loves us asks us to care 

for one another.  That is well  

received.  Just today an official asked 

Howdy about the meaning of  

Easter.  So, we pray that the seeds we 

have planted will at some point 

grow. 

      We are off on Tuesday for Delhi, 

then on to Italy for a few days before 

returning to the real world of 

work!  We hope you have enjoyed 

touring Ladakh with us and will keep 

in touch.      

Love to all,  Howdy and Debbie 

      Project Community Collect is an opportunity for all of us to come together 

for one day on June 1 at the Medford Armory to help our neighbors. We provide 

medical, dental, legal and other services, and you are asked to donate much-

needed supplies such as socks, underwear, toiletries, diapers, first aid kits, back 

packs and dog food.  Call us for pick up of the donations (541-773-5339) or email 

jan@unitedwayofjacksoncounty.org   Thank you! 
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Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri
AA Workshop Fireside Room 11am -12pm     Sat

Weekly Building Schedule

Dan Gone



 

First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 626 
Ashland, OR 97520 
Return service requested 
Dated material 

 First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker       Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch wendy@mcaninch.ch 

Treasurer: Trish Styer pfcashland@gmail.com  

Ruling Elders on Session: Jill Turner, Howdy Miller, Linda Purdom, Jim Holloway, John Sager, Elaine Morgan, John Wren  

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons: Gail Johnson, Ruth Ralls, Debbie Miller, Wendy Ray, Rick Herst, Judi Quiett, Sook -Ja Hansen, Katy Slyt 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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