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Have you ever spent time look-

ing at yourself in a mirror, thinking 

about who you are as a person –  

your career, your beliefs, what is  

important to you, how the surround-

ing community sees you? 

What hobbies define you? 

How do you see yourself?  

My answers would be – 

I am a husband, father, 

pastor, teacher of and fol-

lower of Christ. I am  

passionate about God’s 

justice and long for ways for God’s 

justice to be proclaimed upon God’s 

earth. Proclaiming the gospel 

through local and global mission and 

sharing the good news and hope of 

Christ are foundational parts of my 

faith. I am a Rotarian. I love music – 

singing and playing it. I like (love is a 

bit too strong a word here) to run 

and hope to get myself into better 

shape. I love to play old video games 

and collect old video game systems. I 

used to love the Oakland Raiders, 

until they decided to relocate once 

again, this time to Las Vegas.  

I hope the Ashland community 

will in time see me as someone who 

is engaged in our local and global 

community, who cares about people 

and the planet, and as some-

one who has a stubborn hope 

in a loving and creative God. If 

you have some time, perhaps 

you could try this exercise on 

your own. 

        I share this idea because, 

over the next couple of 

months, we as a church will be defin-

ing who we are as a congregation – 

our beliefs, what is important to us, 

how the surrounding community 

sees us (and how we would like to be 

seen). Your church leaders – deacons 

and elders –will be having a retreat 

at Green Springs Inn on May 12-13 to 

talk about our past, see where we are  

today, and consider what our future 

may become. Please keep them in 

your prayers.   

I will also be hosting some infor-

mal gatherings after the 10 a.m.  

worship in Calvin Hall on May 7 and 

21 to hear of the dreams, hopes and 

desires you have for this congrega-

tion. 

Who are we? Scripture gives us a 

bit of an idea.  1 Peter 2:9 says, “You 

are God’s chosen and special people. 

You are a group of royal priests and a 

holy nation. God has brought you out 

of darkness into God’s marvelous light. 

Now you must tell all the wonderful 

things God has done.”  

May God be with us, as we  

consider who we are and how we are 

called to share God’s message of 

hope with the world. 

 

In Christ, 

Dan 
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Who are we — as individuals, as a church community? 

Pastor Dan will be on  

vacation from May 29 - J une 5.  

Rev. Art Mills will preach on  

Pentecost Sunday, June 4. 

Special Congregational 

Meeting  
May 7 after 10 o’clock worship 

 to elect a new elder  

May 7 and 21 – Pastor Dan will be hosting  informal talk back 

sessions with members and friends of the church after the 10 a.m.  

worship.  Folks from BOTH services are encouraged to come. 

Inside this issue 
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Please join us in Calvin 

Hall beginning at 5 p.m. The 

youth of AYC will be having a 

fund raiser for their summer 

mission trip to Portland by 

hosting a potato bar with all 

the fixings. Look for future 

announcements on cost.  

Please come support the 

youth from our own congrega-

tion (at least two) and from  

other churches by eating your 

dinner with AYC on the 21st! 

AYC fundraiser potato bar 

Sunday, May 21 at 5 p.m. 

By Jim Holloway 

Birthday Sunday, sponsored by 

the Spring Planning Team, is May 

14, Mother’s Day.  

Join us after church as we cele-

brate all our May birthdays, includ-

ing Dan Bulkley, who is turning the 

big 1-0-0! We may even tell some 

stories about Dan.  After all, you  

only turn 100 once in your life.   

Note the invitation (on page 3) 

to Dan Bulkley’s birthday party at 

Roxy Ann Winery May 20 from  

2 – 5.  There may be a 100-yard 

dash in the parking lot. . . . 

Birthday Sunday extra special this month 

By Jim Holloway 

Our own Shirley Patton appears 

again at the Camelot Theater in “The 

Foreigner,” April 26 - May 21. If you 

have purchased your tickets, con-

gratulations. If not, please consider 

these dates as a time we can gather 

as Presbyterians to support Shirley: 

Thursday, May 4 at 8 p.m. or  

Sunday, May 14 at 2 p.m.  

But whatever your plans, now is 

a good time to get your tickets. This 

play will be an enjoyable time, and 

seeing our friend Shirley will make 

it doubly so. 

Get tickets to see Shirley Patton in “The Foreigner” 

Rummage Sale coming up on May 6 
By Jill Turner 

Saturday, May 6 from 8-1 we  

are having a rummage sale to  

dispose of church-owned items that 

we no longer need.   

You may also contribute your 

own items, if they are in good condi-

tion, but not shoes or clothes.  If you 

have contributions, bring them to 

the church on Friday, May 5, starting 

at 1 p.m. Please price and set out 

your own things.  Do not leave them 

in Calvin Hall prior to this time,  

because it has been rented to outside 

groups on Thursday and Friday 

mornings. 

We need volunteers to help set 

up and price church items, starting 

Friday, May 5 at 1 p.m.  We also need 

people to help with selling on Satur-

day and then disposing of the left-

overs.  If you can assist, please  

contact Jill Turner or Kathy Sager, or 

sign up on the clipboard in the  

narthex. 

Please help with this event – a 

fun way to clean the clutter, simplify, 

and make a bit of extra income for 

the church!  Proceeds will be used to 

support missions. 

The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the June issue. Please submit by Thursday, May 18. Email 

(preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com.   

Marcia Hunter, editor 

By Gene and Marilyn Wright 

On behalf of Buildings and 

Grounds,  Howdy and Gene would 

like to thank each and every one 

who came out to help on work 

day.  Together we were able make 

our campus beautiful for Easter. 

The results will last for a long 

time,  So far the deer haven't dis-

covered the "fresh new plants."   

We will have another work day 

scheduled for June.  See you all 

again. 

Thank you from Buildings 

and Grounds Committee 



Dialogue                                                           Page 3

 

Dan Bulkley has had a most inter-

esting life, spanning 100 years. His 

wife Marjorie has put together some 

of his most important life events. 

 

Lucius Daniel Bulkley was born 

May 4, 1917 in Bangkok, Thailand, 

the fourth of seven children, to Dr. 

Lucius Constant Bulkley and Edna 

Bruner Bulkley.  He lived in Trang, 

Thailand where his father, a Presby-

terian missionary doctor, had a  

hospital, until he was 18 years 

old.  He attended a boarding school 

in Kodai Kanal, India, as there were 

no schools for missionary children  

in Thailand at that time. 

Dan's mother brought the chil-

dren back to the United States in 

1934 and settled in Claremont, Cali-

fornia, where Dan finished high 

school and graduated from Pomona 

College and Claremont Graduate 

School. 

Dan met and married Rita  

Victoria Germain in Claremont in 

1948 and has two daughters, Dani 

Hinkley and Connie Deady.  He has 

two granddaughters and a grandson, 

three great-granddaughters and one 

great-grandson. 

In 1950 Dan moved to Ashland  

to teach and coach at what is now 

Southern Oregon University.  He 

started the track and cross country 

programs there. He coached SOSC 

tennis, track, cross country, and ski-

ing from 1950-1979.  His track and 

cross country teams won several 

NAIA championships, and he was  

selected for the NAIA Hall of Fame in 

1977. The new track at SOU has  

recently been named after Dan. 

He started a ski program before 

Mt. Ashland opened.  He helped 

name the ski runs and started the ski 

patrol after it did open, and he was 

on the ski patrol for 28 years. 

In 1980 his wife died, and he 

subsequently married Marjorie  

Boyer in 1983. 

In 1987, at the age of 70, Dan 

started competing in master's track 

and field, cross country skiing, bad-

minton, and tennis.  He traveled all 

over the U.S. and the world compet-

ing with his last races being in 2016 

in Bend, OR.  At last count, he has  

over 430 medals and numerous  

trophies and has set world  

records.  He is in four sports halls of 

fame. 

Dan’s favorite saying is, "You 

don't slow down because you get 

old; you get old because you slow 

down."    

Read more at http://

www.pamplinmedia.com/bnw/21-

news/125643-dan-bulkley 

The whole church is invited 

 to celebrate Dan Bulkley's  

100th birthday 

at Roxy Ann Winery 

Saturday, May 20 from 2 - 5 p.m. 

3283 Hillcrest Road, Medford 

Please RSVP to 541-535-5979 or 

dbulkley77@hotmail.com 

No gifts please — cards okay! 

Dan Bulkley  — 100 years of an active life 

Dan looking sporty  

on Easter Sunday, 2017 
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By Peggy Evans 

The American Guild of Organists, 

Southern Oregon Chapter, will  

present a Hymn Festival of Songs of 

Hope, based on Psalm 42, on Satur-

day, May 20, at 10 a.m. at the First 

Presbyterian Church, Ashland. 

Dr. Linda Borecki, formerly  

music director of Grace Lutheran 

Church, Ashland, and now a teacher 

and musician at Concordia Universi-

ty and Christ the Vine Lutheran 

Church, Portland, has designed the 

festival to present the “back story” 

and poetry of lament and hope found 

in Psalm 42. The hymns, old and 

new, will be played by members of 

the Southern Oregon chapter and 

will be sung by those attending.  

Donations to First Presbyterian 

Church will be accepted to cover 

some of the expenses of the festival.  

For more information, please 

contact Margaret Evans at 541-482-

3075. Come and sing! 

We invite you to  

The Golden Age of Operetta! 

Craterian Theater 

 at the Collier Center 
Saturday, April 29 at 7:30  

and Sunday, April 30 at 3:00 

 

Enjoy favorites from early 20th century 

Broadway including hits from Sigmund  

Romberg’s The Student Prince, Desert Song, and 

New Moon, as well as songs from Die Fledermaus 

by Johann Strauss, The Merry Widow by Franz 

Lehar, and Cole Porter’s Anything Goes. 

Guest soloists Krista Wigle (soprano) and 

Joseph Myers (tenor) will showcase such  

famous songs as Indian Love Call, Ah Sweet 

Mystery of Life, Softly, As In a Morning Sunrise, 

and the famous Merry Widow Waltz. 

Tickets are on sale now at craterian.org or 

by calling 541-779-3000. 

Hi, folks, 

Just wanted to invite you to the RVC concert coming up on April 29 and 30. This is Laurie Anne's choir 

which I joined a couple of weeks ago. I have a couple of solos and am in a brief dance number as well. 

Spread the word, and I hope you can come:-) 

Blessings, 

Dan 

Based on Psalm 42 

Songs of Hope Hymn Festival at FPC May 20 

By David Hall 

The First Presbyterian Men’s 

book club is currently reading Big 

Russ & Me: Father and Son  

Lessons in Life, by Tim Russert. 

 Our next meeting will be on 

Thursday, May 18 at Smithfield 

Pies at 5:30 p.m. 

 Happy reading! 

Men’s Book 

Club May 

meeting  
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By Marcia Hunter, Clerk of Session 

Treasurer Carolyn Moeglein has 

redistributed the early payments 

received during the first quarter to 

show a more realistic picture 

through the whole year. As a result, 

the financial report makes it look 

like we are in the red, but Carolyn 

fully expects the deficit to be made 

up as people fulfill their pledges. 

Session is still hoping people will 

pay their 2017 per capita. 

Session approved Lori Freed’s 

request for FPC to sponsor her  

dental mission trip to Jamaica (see 

article page 8). 

The rummage sale will be  

Saturday, May 6 with set-up the  

afternoon of May 5.  The piano has 

been sold. Dan has put the stained 

glass on Ebay and Craigslist 

($13000-$15000 value).  

We have a new cleaning service, 

Pathways Enterprises, with a month

-to-month contract for twice-a-

week service. The contract will be 

reviewed in three months with the 

goal of extending it for a longer  

period of time. 

Session approved the renewal of 

the 2006 Synod loan with $19,380 

balance.  

Pastor Dan requested a vacation 

from May 29 through June 5.  He 

will also be gone July 26-30 at  

Zephyr Point at Lake Tahoe,  

Summer Sing, as pastor in resi-

dence, a commitment he made  

before he began his ministry with 

us.   

Session approved the applica-

tion process for a Barnabas Fund 

Grant for $8000 for new LED light-

ing for upstairs and downstairs in 

Calvin Hall.  This is one of the ways 

our per capita money is used.  

The Buildings and Grounds 

Committee is currently working on 

sewer issues, heating problems and 

getting bids for enclosing the cage 

below the Calvin Hall stairs. 

The Administration and  

Finance committee is working on 

hearing assist devices, contracts, tax 

issues, alcohol policy, and document 

retention policy.   

Donations received for the  

pastor moving expenses exceeded 

the actual bill by $303. It was decid-

ed to put the remaining balance in 

the Pastor’s Sabbatical Fund.  What 

a generous congregation! 

Spring Planning Team has desig-

nated the Healthy Women/Healthy 

Families project to be the benefi-

ciary of the next noisy offering and 

Mother’s Day card sales.  Talk-backs 

with Dan, planned for May 7 and 

May 21, are for the purpose of  

getting feedback about ways to 

make this church thrive.  

A congregational meeting has 

been called on Sunday, May 7 after 

worship for the purpose of electing 

a new elder.   

Session notes for April 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 

2 – Suanne Cleveland 

2 – Darlene Saunders  

4 – Judy Quiett 

4  – Daniel Bulkley (100 years!) 

7 – Carrie Prechtel 

9 – Marcia Hunter 

10 – Ilse Forney 

11 – Ted Sockman 

12 – Jed Patton 

13 – Bob Dewitt 

16 – Howdy Miller 

16 – Erlene Martin 

19 – Lawrence King 

27 – Margie Lininger 

27 – Barbara Huntley 

28 – Sidney Abrahams 

30 – Kathy Dewitt 
 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1 – Rhoda and Sidney Abrahams 

15 – Bernie and Helga Binder 

25 – Bruce and Carolyn Johnson 

27 – Anthony and Joanne  

   Costantino 

31 – John and Kathryn Slyt 

31  – Alice and Dick Welton 

 

Haiku Corner 
 

Dandelion seeds-- 

mathematical pattern. 

Until the wind blows. 
 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 
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Rev. Fowler to speak 

at May PW  meeting 
By Barbara Marsh 

Presbyterian Women hope you 

will join them for a very special May 

gathering Thursday, May 4 at 1 p.m. 

in Calvin Hall. Dessert will be served 

by our hosts, Virginia King, Marilyn 

Mobley, and Eleanor Robison. 

Following fellowship time the 

Rev. Dan Fowler will present the 

program entitled, “A Lens on our 

New Pastor.” We are very pleased to 

have him as our guest and look  

forward to hearing him and  

welcoming him to our Ashland  

Presbyterian Women’s group. 

We will have the opportunity to 

learn about the PW Birthday Offer-

ing that will help the Family Justice 

Center of South Carolina construct a 

new domestic violence shelter to 

house victims of abuse, as well as 

two other projects. How fortunate 

we are to be able to help others 

when we give together. 

Until we meet May 4, may peace 

be with you. 

Mother’s Day card sales to benefit 

Healthy Women Healthy Families project  

By Shirley Patton 

Since 2001 through the Mother’s 

Day Project passionate Presbyteri-

ans have helped to provide mosqui-

to nets and fistula repairs for  

women in Africa, trauma healing 

and psychosocial programs for refu-

gee families in the Middle East, 

health and hygiene training for  

female factory workers in Asia, and 

small business loans for women 

across the globe.   

How does it work?  In exchange 

for a donation, we receive a card or 

cards to honor those who nurture 

us, and it gives us a chance to thank 

these honorees as Mother’s Day is 

celebrated. 

This year’s card features an  

Iraqi refugee and her 18-month-old 

daughter, Mahdi.  They were photo-

graphed approaching Croatia as 

they headed toward the Serbian  

village of Berkasovo.  Hundreds of 

thousands of refugees and migrants 

from Syria, Iraq and other countries 

have flowed through Serbia on their 

way to Western Europe.  A grant 

from Healthy Women Healthy Fami-

lies, the PC(USA)’s year-round sup-

port ministry linked with the Moth-

er’s Day Project, helps support  

educational opportunities for  

refugee children. 

The struggles against disease, 

natural disasters, the disruption and 

devastation of war, and the result-

ant poverty seem overwhelming. 

For love of our neighbors, we carry 

on with the help of our global part-

ners by “buying” and distributing 

Mother’s Day Cards.  A little light in 

the darkness!  Cards will be availa-

ble after worship or in the church 

office through Mother’s Day.  Thank 

you for sharing in this life enhancing 

mission project. 

Note 

New 

Address 

 

 

Patricia Gaulke  

Sun Terrace 

1550 N.W. 11th St. #208 

Hermiston, OR 97838  
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        Editor’s note:  In place of a story 

in May – Mother’s Day month – for 

our feature “Telling our Stories,” 

here’s my contribution, a letter I  

received a few years ago from my 

daughter Jen.  In honor of all the 

mothers (and grandmas and aunt-

ies) out there, this letter is for  

every one of you. 
 

Dear Mom, 

I really want to thank you for all 

you’ve given me (and that started 

with my life), and, since it’s Mother’s 

Day, this is a celebration of you.  

Sometimes I think about all the 

things I am and all the things I have 

and how it’s all because of you.  You 

taught me big things like what love 

feels like and little things like how to 

sew on a button.  Everything I know 

how to do, I learned from you. Even 

the things I taught myself – I know I 

got the confidence and drive to learn 

them because you made me believe 

that I was smart enough and talented 

enough.  You created who I am by 

spending every day filling me with 

good things, and now I get to spread 

good things around every day that I 

live my life.   

I also know that without you I 

couldn’t have made it through some 

of my toughest times.  You supported 

me, even though you’d already done 

half the job by making me into a  

person tough enough to keep going 

and wise enough to understand the 

ebb and flow of life.  

You’ve done so much more in 

your life than simply making me.  

You’ve generously shared yourself 

with everyone around you; they all 

get a taste of the patience and kind-

ness I was lucky enough to have all 

my life. You’ve loved me when I was 

loveable and loved me just the same 

when I was horrible. You’ve taken 

care of me when I desperately need-

ed it and also when I didn’t deserve 

it, and I thank you for all of it.  

Happy Mother’s Day, Mom. I love 

you.  

Telling our Stories 

A Mother’s Day tribute to you. . . and you, and you 

Elsie Nelson Circle 
By Marilyn Mobley 

Darlene Saunders will be the 

hostess for Elsie Nelson Circle at the 

home of her daughter at 2150 Siski-

you on Monday, May 8 at 1 p.m. We 

will be studying Lesson 9 of our 

study guide Who is Jesus? and look-

ing at interpretations according to  

contemporary culture. 

Each of us who reads the New 

Testament is an interpreter of the 

text; how we interpret it depends in 

part on our own identity. Not only 

do the context and perspective of the 

writers of the New Testament deter-

mine the answer to the question 

"Who is Jesus?" but so do the context 

and perspective of the reader/

interpreter. 

This lesson concludes this year's 

study guide. Watch for our annual 

pizza party at Angelo's in Phoenix 

next month. Visitors are welcome at 

the meeting and/or the pizza party. 

 

Westminster Circle 
By Barbara Marsh 

Westminster Circle will meet at 

the home of Sook-Ja Hansen for their 

May Bible study Who is Jesus? and 

will discuss Abrahamic faiths. Why 

you say? Because our author, Judy 

Yates Siker, believes that Christian 

women of faith should be informed 

about how these traditions view  

Jesus and be willing to engage in  

dialogue with our sisters and broth-

ers of other faiths. It will probably 

be a new and challenging concept for 

some of us, but one we are anxious 

to explore. 

Our circle will meet at 10 a.m. 

Thursday, May 18.  Please call Sue 

Sager or Barbara Marsh to join us or 

seek a ride. 

Circles meeting in May to study Who is Jesus? 

By Marcia Hunter 

For their May meeting, the 

Women’s Book Club is reading 

Mink River by Brian Doyle, an  

Oregon writer.  Come for lively 

conversation and snacks on Mon-

day, May 22 (the 4th Monday) at the 

home of Cheryl Therkelsen. 

According to Amazon, “Brian 

Doyle's stunning fiction debut 

brings a fictional Oregon coast 

town to life through the braided 

stories of its people. There are love 

affairs and almost-love-affairs, 

mystery and hilarity, bears and 

tears, brawls and boats. . . . An ex-

pedition is mounted, a crime com-

mitted, and there's an unbelievably 

huge picnic on the football field.” 

It sounds like a wonderful 

book!  Please join us. 

Book Club reading 

Mink River in May 
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By Virginia King 

A New Kind of Christian – a 

Tale of Two Friends on a Spiritual 

Journey by Bruce D. McLaren is ac-

tually book one of three, the  

others being (2) The Story Contin-

ues and (3) How It Ends. Our 

library currently has only the first 

of the series. 

In the first book McLaren  

presents his ideas in the form of a 

conversation between two friends. 

One is an evangelical pastor who is 

considering a career change to 

become a high school teacher. He 

wants to ask his daughter’s  

science teacher about it, but in-

stead they become engaged in  

theological and spiritual conversa-

tions over several months’ time. 

They discuss the modern and 

postmodern elements of today’s 

church, where it has been, and 

where it might be headed.  

We, the readers, get to eaves-

drop on their conversations. It is 

quite a page-turner.  To quote the 

science teacher, “In my thinking, 

the church doesn’t exist for the 

benefit of its members. It exists to 

equip its members for the benefit 

of the world.” 

  

To my friends at First Presbyterian 

Church, 

I have dates for my next mission 

trip to Jamaica. Our trip to Ocho 

Rios, Jamaica is Sept. 

21 – Oct. 1 with the 

Great Shape, 1000 

Smiles Dental Program. 

I am also happy to say 

that my son Adam is going along to  

volunteer with me this year. 

We will be part of a dental triage 

clinic, where we will see family 

members of all ages in the Ocho Rios 

community. Most of these people 

have never seen a dentist, so you 

can imagine what their mouths look 

like.  We will be mobbed with par-

ticipants, and we will fit in as many 

people as we can. Dental workers 

are all volunteers, and services will 

cover cleanings, fillings, sealants, 

extractions, infections, abscesses, 

and simple repairs. 

Each volunteer must pay $900 

to participate ($1,800), pay for our 

flights which average $1,600 each 

($3,200), and bring/

send supplies.  Total 

supplies include: 400 

toothbrushes – all sizes, 

400 small tubes of 

toothpaste, 400 small dental floss, 

and small toys to give to the chil-

dren.  Small kids’ toys include: very 

small stuffed animals, small books, 

crayons/color books, rings/

bracelets, pens, markers, the little 

balls that turn into a wash cloth, 

combs/brushes, simple card games 

such as Go Fish, etc.  These things all 

have to fit into a suitcase or be 

mailed.  Believe me, the kids get so 

excited and love everything.   

We would truly appreciate any 

support financially or in products.  

You can sponsor us for a 2017 tax-

deduction, made out to First  

Presbyterian Church and in the 

memo area write: Jamaica Mission 

Trip.   Also, you can help by collect-

ing supplies.  When you go to your 

next dental appointment, ask for 

toothbrushes and toothpaste dona-

tions for the Great Shape Project. 

We will be collecting supplies at the 

church office. 

Adam and I are very excited 

about this trip. It will be a new expe-

rience for Adam, and I cannot wait 

to go back. 

Thank you for your support. 

Lori Freed 
 

Lori Freed returning to Jamaica for 

mission work — this time, with Adam 

Lori with one of the children she 

helped on a previous mission trip to 

Jamaica.  Nice smiles! 
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By John Sager 

On Easter Sunday I stood up and 

asked that we say a prayer for those 

refugees in Syria and Iraq affected  

by the wars, but also for ISIS, and I 

asked for forgiveness for them. I 

heard there were several parishion-

ers who disagreed with my request, 

so I wanted to respond and share  

my viewpoint.  

I have seen the results of ISIS 

brutality and violence first hand in 

my many trips to the Middle East and 

have heard countless stories from 

many people fleeing the war who 

managed to make it to Jordan  

or Greece. It is difficult to compre-

hend the savagery employed by 

many of the ISIS fighters. It is also 

difficult to comprehend that some-

one capable of such evil is also capa-

ble of love and empathy. How can 

that be? I think the reason is that, 

regardless of their faith background, 

they are human and, as such, share 

the same divine nature that we do.  

Jesus asked for forgiveness for 

those who crucified him, because 

“they know not what they do.” They 

are lost souls. God does not ask that 

we do the same for our enemies and 

people who plan to do us harm – he 

commands it of us. Forgiveness,  

compassion and love, even for our 

enemies, are the key attributes of 

what it means to be a Christian and is 

demanded of us by Jesus in his teach-

ings in scripture. Do we believe him? 

Should we then follow his  

directives? 

Many of the refugees I meet 

speak of revenge. They long for the 

day when they can return to Syria, 

not just to return home but to bring 

justice on those who harmed them. 

Who can blame their sentiment? 

Who would not understand their  

incredible pain and suffering and 

therefore hostility toward those who 

perpetrated these crimes?  

But that is not what we are called 

to do. An eye for an eye revenge 

mentality, as the saying goes, makes 

the whole world blind and solves 

nothing. For us to live a compassion-

ate and spiritual life requires a  

different way of thinking and under-

standing. It may require significant 

hardship and may even require that 

we put someone else's life before 

ours. It goes against our tribaI 

instinct of self-preservation to be 

sure.  

It does not mean, however, that 

we do nothing. We need to speak out 

to those in authority against all 

forms of violence and injustice. We 

need to employ all means of diplo-

macy to solve disputes. And we need 

to render aid to all those who are 

victims and who suffer. 

I have seen the tens of thousands 

of people living in squalid conditions, 

and I follow the wars that still go on 

in Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan with 

no end in sight. Hatred and revenge 

beget more hatred and more  

revenge. It’s madness. God is love 

and there is divine wisdom in his 

commandments. We should listen 

intently and follow as true disciples. 

Praying for enemies — what would Jesus do? 

 

 

 

Romans 4:1-8:  

The Example of Abraham 
What shall we say, then, of  

Abraham, the father of our race? 

What was his experience? If he was 

put right with God by the things he 

did, he would have something to 

boast about—but not in God's sight.  

The scripture says, “Abraham 

believed God, and because of his faith 

God accepted him as righteous.” A 

person who works is paid wages, but 

they are not regarded as a gift; they 

are something that has been 

earned. But those who depend on 

faith, not on deeds, and who believe 

in the God who declares the guilty to 

be innocent, it is this faith that God 

takes into account in order to put 

them right with himself.  

This is what David meant when 

he spoke of the happiness of the  

person whom God accepts as right-

eous, apart from anything that  

person does: “Happy are those 

whose wrongs are forgiven, whose 

sins are pardoned! Happy is the  

person whose sins the Lord will not 

keep account of!” 

May’s Bible verses Submitted by Debbie Miller 
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Increasing longevity presents a challenge: who will 

care for us, our friends, and our family members when 

independent function is no longer possible—and who 

will pay for it? Prior planning helps reduce the impact  

on health, quality of life, and finances when the need  

for care first arises and as circumstances change.  

To assist with this planning, three local experts will  

provide information and resources at a Vital Issues  

Forum sponsored by the Osher Lifelong Learning  

Institute (OLLI) at Southern Oregon University. This  

program has important implications for individuals,  

family members, healthcare and service providers,  

employers, taxpayers, and policy makers. 

 

Program Details 

 

What: Prepare for Care: Getting to Plan A and Beyond 

 

Who: Keynote speaker: Sharon Johnson of Age-Friendly 

Innovators; Panelists: Laura O’Bryon, Director of RVCOG 

Senior and Disability Services and Ellen Waldman, Aging 

Life Care Manager of Senior Options 

 

When: Sunday, May 7, 2017, 2 to 4 pm; doors will open 

at 1:30 pm for check in and refreshments 

 

Where: Rogue River Room of SOU Stevenson Union, 

1118 Siskiyou Blvd., Ashland, OR; free parking in Lot 36 

off South Mountain Ave. 

 

Cost: free and open to all, but registration is required to 

ensure adequate seating and resource packets;  

visit inside.sou.edu/olli to register or phone 541-552-

6048. 

 

For more details: Anne Bellegia, annebellegia@mac.com 

or 541-944-7095. 

 

About OLLI: OLLI offers a wide range of peer-taught 

classes to its 1,850 members at two Rogue Valley  

campuses in Ashland and Medford. Members can make 

unlimited selection, space permitting, from among an 

average of 120 courses per quarter, three quarters a 

year, for one low annual fee of $125. There is no per 

course tuition. For more information about OLLI,  

visit inside.sou.edu/olli or call 541-552-6048. 

 

OLLI is grateful to AARP Oregon, Rogue Valley Manor, 

and Senior and Disability Services of Rogue Valley  

Council of Governments for their support of this  

program. 

 

Sponsored by OLLI 

The Future of Aging: a Crisis of Care—Vital Issues Forum 

Abby Fowler (16) and Marian Flood (98) share the same 

birthday and celebrated with the church family.  Abby and 

her mom Paula made this beautiful cake to mark the day.  

Miep van Cuilenburg and Rich Kaplan were also born on 

April 23. 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6
4:30pm B & G 1pm Presbyterian Women 8am-1pm PEO (CH) 8am-3pm Rummage Sale

National Day of Prayer 1-5pm Rummage sale set-up
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 2:30pm Deacons
1:30pm Admin & Finance 4:30pm Session

12pm Blood Drive
14 15 16 17 18 Dialogue Entries Due 19 20

10am  Westminster Circle 10am Organ Concert/Recital
Birthday Sunday

5:30pm Personnel Meeting
5:30 pm Men's Book Club AA-Memorial 3-6pm

Mother's Day
21 22 23 24 25 26 27

10am Dialogue Folding

7pm Women's Book Club
5-7pm AYC Silent Auction
28 29 Memorial Day 30 31

Office Closed

5pm Community Dinner

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Sat          Preschool       Lower Calvin Hall 9:00am - 12:00pm     M - F
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri          Realtors                         Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am       Thurs

May 2017

Weekly Building Schedule

Congregation gathering after 
worship in Calvin Hall

Congregation gathering after 
worship in Calvin Hall

Congreational Meeting 
immediately following 10am 

worship in Sanctuary

Susan on vacation

Session & Deacons Retreat

Dan on Vacation



First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker       Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch 

Treasurer: Carolyn Moeglein cmoeglein@yahoo.com Bookkeeper: Lynn Godsey 

Ruling Elders on Session: Jill Turner, Elaine Morgan, Linda Purdom, Howdy Miller, John Sager, Jim Holloway  

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons: Shirley Patton, Gail Johnson, Ruth Ralls, Debbie Miller, Judi Quiett, Marjorie Lininger  

Deacon Moderator: Wendy Ray 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 626 
Ashland, OR 97520 
Return service requested 
Dated material 

 

 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 

Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/1stPresAshland 
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