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Cross of St. Martin reminds us of what we believe 

(continued on page 2) 

Here is a pic-

ture of my daugh-

ter Abigail and me 

in front of The 

Cross of St. Martin 

during our church 

trip to Scotland in 

2019. It was erect-

ed sometime 

around 750 A.D. 

and originally had 

long wooden slats 

that extended the 

width and height 

of the cross. It is 

beautiful and awe 

inspiring. This  

particular cross has been standing in 

exactly the same place—at the front 

of the Iona Abbey—for 1250+ years!  

It was likely one of many crosses on 

an ancient Christian pilgrimage to 

Iona from the mainland, and you can 

still see some of the old crosses on 

the road leading to the abbey.  

It is an amazing testament to the 

ancientness of our faith and the  

belief in Christ. As we begin the  

season of Lent, this cross is an  

appropriate thing to ponder. I see it 

standing for three things.  

It honors St. Martin of Tours, a 

4th century monk, who, as a Roman 

solider, had a vision of Christ and 

became a pacifist. He left the army 

and spent the rest of his life serving 

Christ, establishing monasteries,  

becoming an early 

leader in the church, 

and in time he became 

the patron saint of 

France. He was vener-

ated by the monks at 

the Iona Abbey for his 

rejection of power 

through the sword. 

        Secondly, this 

cross is a testament to 

suffering. The monks 

at Iona suffered  

repeated raids from 

the Vikings, beginning 

in 795 A.D.  

     The most horrific raid  

occurred on Christmas day in 806, 

when 68 unarmed, peaceful monks 

were slaughtered on a beach as they 

tried to show the love of Christ to the 

Viking raiders. The beach is known 

as Martyr’s Beach, and it is still a sad 

place to visit, as the deaths of so 

many linger in the air.  

The Cross of St. Martin was in 

place at the time of this and other 

raids. I like to think that those who 

went out unarmed drew strength 

from St. Martin’s example, as they 

picked up their own crosses in death 

that day. 

It is also a reminder of Christ’s 

own suffering, and of our own  

suffering as well. I find solace in the 

knowledge that Christ suffered and 

died for us, As I stood in front of that 

cross with my daughter, I was  

reminded of my own times of suffer-

ing, knowing Christ understands and 

accompanies me in that pain and 

loss. As this past year has been such 

an extreme time of suffering for so 

many due to the pandemic, the fire, 

and the economy, the cross speaks to 

such suffering. God knows our pain. 

Thirdly, it is a reminder of 

Christ’s sacrifice, offering us a way 

from sin into a life of grace and  

restoration. The theology of the 

atonement of Christ is difficult. Why 

would God kill the Son of God  

because we human beings were so 

bad?  

My answer is that God did not 

kill Jesus. Human beings did. Nadia 

Bolz-Weber addresses this issue in 

her book, Accidental Saints, writing, 

“Some would say that instead of the 

cross being about Jesus standing in 

for us to take the really bad spanking 

from God for our own naughtiness 

(the fancy theological term for this is 

substitutionary atonement), what 

happens at the cross is a “blessed 

exchange.” God gathers up all our 

sin, all our broken junk, into God’s 

own self and transforms all that 

death into life. Jesus takes our mess 

and exchanges it for his blessed-

ness.” 
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The Dialogue 
 Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the April issue. Please submit by Thursday, March 25. 

Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com                              

Marcia Hunter, editor 

This symbol of 

a blessed  

exchange from God can mean 

so many things for us. It is a 

powerful symbol and one we 

should seek out, especially dur-

ing Lent.  

British minister David Wat-

son (1933-84) wrote, “The 

cross is a picture of violence, 

yet the key to peace; a picture 

of suffering, yet the key to heal-

ing; a picture of death, yet the 

key to life.” 

So I have a suggestion for 

you as a spiritual exercise dur-

ing this Lenten season. Look for 

images of the cross out in na-

ture and take a picture. Or per-

haps you may have a meaning-

ful cross at home? If so, take a 

picture of it, and send it to my 

email (revfowler@yahoo.com). 

We will then share those imag-

es in worship, reminding us of 

all the things it can stand for. 

May you experience a 

blessed and meaningful Lenten 

season. 

  

In Christ, 
 

Cross. . . .  

(continued from 

page 1) 

What’s going on at church this month? 

 New members Zoom class 
 

Pastor Dan will be offering  

a new members informational 

class on Sunday, March 21, and 

the following Sunday, March 28, 

after the 10 o’clock broadcast. 

This will be an opportunity for 

friends and new viewers to get  

Spiritual exercises for Lent 

On Palm Sunday, March 28, 

send pictures of decorated doors, 

mailboxes, etc. with some form of 

greenery (Palms, of course, would 

be great!) to commemorate 

Christ’s entry into Jerusalem. Send 

your photos to us of your decorat-

ing! There will be palm fronds 

available in the church office dur-

ing the week prior to Palm Sunday. 

For Holy Week, each day of 

Holy Week (March 29—April 4), 

there will be a specific word. Take 

pictures of something that repre-

sents the word of the day and send 

it to Susan, our office manager, by 

email (presbyashland@yahoo.com). 

These images will be shared in the 

worship PowerPoint on April 11. 
• Monday—Justice 

• Tuesday—Love 

• Wednesday—Mercy 

• Thursday—Betrayal 

• Friday—Suffering 

• Easter Sunday—New Life 

March Presbytery meeting 
Would you like to know more 

about Presbytery? The next  

Presbytery-wide gathering is on 

March 12-13 on Zoom.  

If you would like to see what 

goes on at the meeting, please 

contact Pastor Dan. You can see 

how our system of government 

works, right from your own home.  

Right now, our Presbytery repre-

sentative is Paul Lewis. We could 

have one more. . . .  

to know more about our congrega-

tion. Those who feel led to join the 

church would do so on Easter Sun-

day, April 4.   

If you are interested, please 

contact the church office, so that 

we can send you the Zoom link to 

the class. 
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Holy Week, different but still special 
Maundy Thursday. April 1 

There will be a prerecorded service available to view on our YouTube 

channel. 

 

Good Friday with the Episcopalians, April 2 
We will have a Good Friday service, working with our Episcopalian 

sisters and brothers. The broadcast will be from their church. We’re still 

working out details. Stay tuned! 

 

Easter Sunday, April 4 
Your Spring Planning Team is discussing how we will celebrate  

Easter Sunday. We will do our best to make it a special day of worship! 

There may be a drive-through celebration of some sort, and some have 

suggested we try some form of in-person worship on that day if enough 

folks get vaccinated. I’m not sure how likely that is due to a lack of availa-

ble vaccine. More to come. . . 

• Sidney Abrahams: May 28, 

1924—February 9, 2021 

• Sharon Nelson: June 11, 

1934—February 9, 2021 

• Betty Barger: April 28, 1934 

—February 12, 2021 

 

     For we know that if the earthly 

tent we live in is destroyed, we 

have a building from God, a house 

not made with hands, eternal in 

the heavens. 

 

( 2 Corinthians 5:1 NRSV) 

Sam and Pat Alvord are assist-

ing their long-time friend and col-

league, the Pinehurst School Dis-

trict's business manager, Tracy 

Gault, to find temporary housing. 

Tracy has just returned to the val-

ley after working remotely for a 

few years while tending to her ail-

ing parents.   

She needs a small house to 

rent month-to-month, preferably 

furnished with a washer and dry-

er, in the $1500 range. Her ulti-

mate goal is to buy a home some-

where between Eagle Point and  

Ashland.  If you have any sugges-

tions, please call her at 541-531-

5842. Thanks. 

House rental needed 

Haiku for the month 

Birds crowding my oak, 

one bird flits from limb to limb. 

Wonder who’ll go next. 

 

By Robb Grover 
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Let’s See 

 

By Sam Alvord 

Let’s see two photos today.   

My artist brother and recent 

COVID-19 survivor, Rich, for whom 

we all prayed, created this water col-

or which he sent me this week with 

this message: “Sammy, just  

finished my social/ethical comment 

on aquariums (zoos in general). Have 

a super day.” 

The Creator baked up Richie with 

a large scoop of artistic ingredients 

and a love of water life.  Two years 

later, when  preparations began on 

my parents’ last contribution to the 

Baby Boom, the art larder was low, 

but words were spilling out of the 

word bin. So now you know the mind 

of God in the creation of Sammy and 

Richie. 

Where Rich makes images that 

speak, I spew paragraphs.  That  

picture depicts all of us in COVID-19 

goldfish bowl hell.  And those crea-

tures feel what we feel: 

“All right, all ready, this has gone 

far enough. For the love of God,  

someone get a hammer and break 

the glass bubble!” 

The photo from my woodshop 

offers a peek preview of a First Pres 

break out.  Our Deacons, who, by the 

way, never let up in the teeth of 

COVID, have commissioned me to 

build a tiny Food Sharing Pantry.  

You are looking at the bones.   

Dolled up with white clapboards, 

it will shelter three shelves ladened 

with about one cubic yard of non-

perishable food. Above the two glass 

and grid front doors, under the  

extended roof will be a board 48” x  

14” waiting for someone to design an 

enticing invitational poster.   

Richie lives in Florida.  So I am 

announcing that we need one of our 

artists or a team of you to take on 

this task. I have been trying out a few 

candidates for the words on the sign 

that inform folks they can both stock 

the shelves or take what they need, 

and the food is free.  So far I have: 

“Take it or Leave it,” which does not 

make up in brevity for what it lacks 

in class. 

This baby needs painting, too. I 

will prime the inside, but someone 

out there is the next Van Gogh of  

tiny pantry land. 

Our source of milk (powdered) 

and honey will live on Clark Street at 

the top of the stairs to the parking lot 

beside the lamp post.  When it is  

installed and ready to begin its  

receiving and gifting, we ought to 

have a launch.  Let’s not break a  

bottle of bubbly; why not have a glass 

with some savory treats and dedicate 

it? The day I bought the building  

materials was the day Esther Freed 

died.  In my heart, I am building it in 

memory of her and to honor all those 

living and passed who gave to our 

Church and community the gift of 

preparing and serving food. 

At the same time as this project is 

getting off the ground, the dormant 

seeds of  our church’s future have 

sprouted. The Vision Team--formed 

just before COVID bottled us--met 

several weeks ago and asked me to 

take leadership to move on the goals 

which came out of the work of the 

Long Range Planners and our  

Matthew 25 aspirations.  I invited 

Carolyn Johnson, Pastor Dan, and 

Marcia Hunter to help me.   

They sure did. We met twice and 

came up with the plan that Marcia 

described in the session notes (on 

page 5). In the course of our discus-

sions we realized that what we four 

were doing was the work of what we 

called the “Visioning Group” back last 

January.  We decided to rename it the 

Steering Committee. Later that after-

noon, Session met and offered no  

objections to going forward with this 

plan.  Everyone who was engaged in 

the January organizing effort will be 

contacted in the next couple of 

weeks.  Anyone else who would like 

to volunteer, let us know. 

Flap your fins, friends, time to get 

back in the stream.  

Breaking out and taking off! 
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         Please send your per 
capita, the annual presbytery 
fee, to the church office. It’s 
$36.50 per person. Thank 
you! 

Haiku of the Month 

     By Robb Grover 

Session notes for February 
By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

Session welcomed Brian 

Almquist, our newest member.   

As of  Jan. 31, our financial  

status is strong. We’ve had higher 

than normal income so far this 

year. We have paid our per capita 

in full but still have a ways to go to 

collect from our members (so turn 

yours in anytime. . . . ). 

Our church will be the sponsor 

for two organizations, OHRA and 

Habitat for Humanity, who are 

applying for grants through a Pres-

bytery designated fund specifically 

aimed at assisting communities 

devastated by the fires. See articles 

on pages 6 and 7. 

Sam Alvord is heading up the 

Vision Steering Committee 

(previously called Long Range 

Planning) which has suggested we 

should form two new groups: a  

facilities repurposing team (to 

study options for our buildings) 

and a mission focus team 

(promoting Matthew 25 goals of 

combatting racism and poverty). 

Dan will ask last year’s participants 

if they want to continue or change 

groups. These two new groups will 

continue the work that was started 

at Pinehurst School and continued 

in Calvin Hall a year ago and so 

rudely interrupted by COVID. 

Dan’s request for vacation 

dates for the rest of this year (April 

5-11, Aug. 23- Sept. 6, Oct. 4-11, 

and Dec. 26-31) was approved. He 

and Susan are planning ahead so as 

not to be gone at the same time. 

In a discussion of possible new 

signage on our bell tower, session 

members agreed that our current 

signs don’t do a good job of identi-

fying our church or saying what we 

stand for. Brian Almquist, who 

wrote the original Ashland sign  

ordinance suggested we probably 

won’t run into trouble if we keep 

signs/messages on the bell tower 

temporary and discreet. Session 

sent the issue back to the planning 

teams to discuss putting up signs/

decorations on a quarterly basis 

after checking with Brian Almquist. 

One of the two boilers in Calvin 

Hall is rusted out and must be  

replaced. One boiler is still func-

tioning, but it’s just a matter of time 

before it goes out as well. After  

discussing estimates for replacing 

one boiler ($8,323) or both boilers 

($14,870), session decided to  

research replacing the existing 

units with an energy-efficient  

system that could possibly get a 

rebate from the state. It was decid-

ed to look at an HVAC system using 

newer technology to improve ven-

tilation (for COVID concerns) with 

a fresh air exchange. We will seek 

possible grants, rebates, or funds 

from the synod, hoping to find a 

system that will include air condi-

tioning which would add value to 

the building for rental. Meanwhile, 

we are all asked to pray for the re-

maining boiler to keep going until 

April 1!  Flooring and painting pro-

jects in Calvin Hall will be on hold 

until the boiler situation is settled. 

New deacons and elders  

installed by Zoom on Sunday, Feb. 

14 (with the virtual laying on of 

hands!) included deacons Sue 

Sager, Sandra Slattery, and Denise 

Deneaux and elders John Wren and 

Brian Almquist.  Thank you to  

everyone who said yes! 

Our prayers go out to the fami-

lies of Sidney Abrahams, Betty 

Barger, and Sharon Nelson.   

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

1 – Marilyn Wright 

1 – Sean Cleveland 

3 – Randy Cleveland 

3 – David Dryland 

4 – Paul Lewis 

7 – Wendy Ray 

8 – Susan Coghill 

12 – Gene Wright 

19 – Shirley Patton 

20 – Marjorie Bulkey 

25 – Charlie Eien 

25 – Ryan Cleveland 

26 – Doug Hansen 

28 – Pamela Barndt 

28 – Ed Laskos 

31 – Tudy Maddox 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

17–Randy and SuAnne Cleve-

land 

22–Marcia and Jim Hunter 



Page 6                                        Dialogue 

(continued on page 7) 

Deacons Fund shares with projects 

that benefit local mission work 
 

By Denise Deneaux 

Dear beloved congregation, 

Your deacons have just voted to 

spend your money, and we would 

like you to know about it. Through 

the wonderful generosity of all of 

you, the front office has been able to 

serve people in need each month 

with food cards and help with gas 

and utilities. (About $1,000 a month; 

sometimes more.) This has been  

ongoing, as well as monthly dona-

tions to the food bank and OHRA.  

But wait -  that’s not all!  

Because of your gifts to the  

Deacons’ Fund and the particular gift 

of one very generous (anonymous) 

parishioner, we had the happy  

dilemma of deciding how to most 

effectively spend $6,000! So much 

need is out there, and where does 

one begin? Well, after sifting through 

a list compiled by a subcommittee 

assigned to making recommenda-

tions, your deacons have decided to 

give $1,000 to each of the six organi-

zations listed below.  We hope this 

list will inspire you and help you see 

the great ways you allow us to carry 

out our Christian calling—to serve 

those in greatest need.   

Youth 71Five Ministries exists 

to share the hope found in God’s  

story with young people through  

authentic, trusting relationships. 

They mobilize responsible, caring 

adults to be engaged in authentic 

mentoring relationships with at-risk 

youth. These relationships are pivot-

al to building the foundation for 

guiding young people by helping 

them to develop the mental, physi-

cal, social, and spiritual components 

of their lives. 

Within these ministries,  

programs are in place for befriend-

ing those in juvenile detention, guid-

ance to teen parents, staffing clubs in 

the schools, and other areas of need. 

Hearts With a Mission is a faith

-based 501(c)(3) non-profit; all  

services provided are confidential 

and free of charge. Hearts With a 

Mission services are available to all 

eligible youth in Jackson and Jose-

phine Counties regardless of race, 

color, sex, national origin, religion, 

sexual orientation, or disability. 

Hearts With a Mission is licensed 

by the State of Oregon as a Child Car-

ing Agency to provide services for 

homeless, runaway, and transitional 

living youth, ages 10-17. The organi-

zation serves homeless and  

at-risk youth by providing shelter,  

educational support, mentoring, and 

transition planning with a faith-

based approach. 

  It is not a religious organization 

nor associated with any particular 

religious congregation. Hearts With 

a Mission was founded on the same 

Judeo-Christian values that our  

nation was built upon. Faith at the 

shelter will be lived, not preached. 

Rogue Retreat  

Transitional Campground: The 

Urban Campground is an entry-level 

tent and shelter safe haven for those 

coming directly from the streets and 

referred by the Medford City Police 

Department Liveability Team. It was 

created by a partnership between 

the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office, 

Medford Police Department, City of 

Medford Officials, Rogue Retreat, 

and other area service providers. 

 

OHRA buys Super 8 

Motel for shelter 

By Marcia Hunter 

OHRA (Options for Helping  

Residents of Ashland) has a new 

home, the former Super 8 Motel on 

Ashland Street.  Thanks to the  

efforts of Pam Marsh, Oregon Repre-

sentative from Ashland, the  

Oregon Community Foundation and 

many other local officials and busi-

nesses, state funds from Project 

Turnkey were used to buy the  

motel for the new OHRA Center.  

The residents of our winter shel-

ter in Calvin Hall will now have a 

place to call home after our shelter 

closes on March 31. Those who are 

not able to move into more  

permanent housing will be eligible to 

apply for spots in the new OHRA 

Center. There they will have their 

own rooms and will have all the ser-

vices of OHRA onsite. 

Rev. Dan is vice-president of 

OHRA and has been very involved in 

the negotiations for this new site.  

Although the legislalture allocated 

Project Turnkey funds for several 

fire-damaged counties, Ashland was 

the first to obtain the funding.  

Future plans include remodeling 

parts of the building, moving the re-

source center this summer, and ex-

panding the services. 

This new facility is a huge step 

forward in the effort, which our 

church has supported for many 

years to house the most vulnerable 

people in our community.   
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Transitional Shelter: The Kelly 

Shelter is a year-round, low-barrier 

transitional shelter facility. The 

Warming Center and Shelter are 

transitional shelters in Grants Pass. 

Transitional Housing: Hope  

Village is Southern Oregon’s model  

Tiny House Community that  

provides shelter that is safe, sanitary, 

gated, and supervised in an  

attractive community setting with 

shared common facilities. Foundry 

Village is in development in Grants 

Pass. 

Shared Housing Programs: 

Rogue Retreat has a variety of 

shared housing programs that tran-

sition people who are ready for the 

next step in independent living,  

coming from more institutional  

systems of care, such as inpatient 

treatment, hospital recovery, and 

emergency or transitional shelter 

programs. 

Apartments (with subsidy): 

Housing Retreat apartments are a 

rent-subsidized program for people 

who are currently and chronically 

homeless. Participants are responsi-

ble for paying 30% of their adjusted 

gross income for rent through part-

nership with the Housing Authority 

of Jackson County. 

Apartments (without subsidy): 

Restart Retreat apartments are an 

affordable housing second chance 

renters program for those who are 

homeless and have enough income 

to pay their monthly rent but need  

a fresh start. 

Redemption Ridge celebrates 

the opening of the only long-term 

residential care facility of its kind in 

Southern Oregon, built specifically 

around the unique needs of sex traf-

ficked female survivors from 11 to 

17 years. 

 

Even though sex traffickers have 

nicknamed the I-5 corridor as the 

“kiddy track,” based on its easy  

access to buying and selling young 

sex slaves, resources to help and 

house rescued young survivors are 

limited. 

The vision of Terry and Ginger 

Rasmussen and Andy and Becky 

Joffer, Grace House is a safe haven, 

offering 3,640 square-feet of indoor 

living space with seven-bedrooms, 

four bathrooms, a large great room 

and kitchen area, dedicated class-

room, comfort room, and therapy 

room in an undisclosed area of 

Southern Oregon. It’s a place where 

individuals who have sustained com-

plex trauma receive comprehensive 

care involving intensive counseling 

and life skills training in a loving, up-

lifting and nurturing environment.”  

 

Phoenix/Talent Schools Foun-

dation —The church gave to the 

school’s foundation at Christmas to 

support particular families in need. It 

was very gratefully received, and the 

foundation knew so much about each 

family and exactly what their needs 

might be. With 75% of students in 

that district losing homes, it was 

thought that more support would 

surely be warranted.  

Red Cross of Southwestern  

Oregon has been a first responder to 

fire victims, and over the ensuing 

months, continues to follow up with 

fire victims of  the Almeda and Slater 

fires to ensure ongoing support. 

They phone and email, offering  

immediate financial assistance 

($1200 in bank accounts within 24 

hours) for medical and psychological 

needs as well as housing, clothing, 

and other assistance.   

        I light a candle - not for you, but 

for me: to make peace with your 

eternal silence, to know where I am 

in this uncertainty, to hold onto 

hope through the long night. 

Vigil     
By Rachel Hackenberg   

Deacons’ Fund. . . .       (continued from page 6) 
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World Day of Prayer on hold for 2021 

By Shirley Patton 

For decades, March has  

featured an ecumenical World Day 

of Prayer celebration.  This year 

Presbyterian Women have reluc-

tantly decided to put plans on 

hold until we can invite others to 

join us in the worship service writ-

ten by the women of Vanuatu. 

This year, the women of the 

World Day of Prayer Committee of 

Vanuatu call us to worship with the 

words “Build on a strong founda-

tion,” inspired by Matthew 7:24–27. 

We are invited to learn about  

Vanuatu’s history and rich culture. 

The women share their stories of 

intergenerational wisdom, tradi-

tions, and experiences of God’s  

profound love. 

The WDP 2021 program  

explores the passage in which Jesus 

tells a story about the kingdom of 

heaven, using the image of a house 

and the land on which the house is 

built. Choosing the land on which to 

build a house is an important deci-

sion for people in Vanuatu. Consid-

ering both the terrain and the cli-

mate is crucial in a tropical archi-

pelago located in the South Pacific 

Ocean and prone to earthquakes, 

cyclones, volcanic eruptions, and 

rising sea levels. 

In Jesus’ story, the wisdom of 

the builder of the house comes from 

hearing and acting on the word of 

God, which is a word of love. This is 

the foundation on which our sisters 

call us to build our homes, our na-

tions, and the world. 

We pray for the day we can 

worship together with the women 

of Vanuatu and our local friends. 

Each year the offering from 

WDP is used to support issues  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

impacting women and their families 

and to sustain the planning and  

execution of this worldwide  

endeavor.   

The 2020 grants reflect the  

concerns of the writer country,  

Zimbabwe, where resources were  

directed to agencies assisting fami-

lies with special needs children,  

elder care, and skills training for 

young people.   

In addition, grants reflecting the 

focus areas of justice and equality 

for women were made in Lebanon 

to the Near East School of Theology, 

which sustained significant damage 

from the massive explosion in Bei-

rut last August.  

In India, life-sustaining aid was 

given to survivors of Cyclone  

Amphan. A project called “Keep a 

Girl in School” was supported in 

Uganda and in New York the  

Jeremiah Project provides services  

designed to empower single moth-

ers to graduate from college and 

begin careers while preparing their 

children for education and future 

success. 

Grants from 2020 WDP 

 

We do not see! 

We do not understand! 

We do not know which signs are 

true! 

Peace be with you. 

We cannot believe! 

We cannot find our grounding! 

We cannot discern the path  

forward! 

Peace be with you. 

Information is lacking! 

Too many liars claim expertise! 

Conspiracy theories confuse our 

spirits! 

Peace be with you. 

       O Christ, sweet Jesus, is it really 

peace that you wish for us in these 

days of distress — peace and not 

knowledge, peace and not certainty, 

peace and not confidence? Our 

hearts are weary with turmoil, and 

still the world’s rage has not 

reached its crest. Is it really peace 

that will save us, peace that will 

heal us, peace that will release us to 

joy?  

        We cannot erase from our 

minds the image of your death at 

every turn, in every news story, 

within every person. How can we 

claim peace without concrete  

evidence of life?  

       O Christ, sweet Jesus, show us a 

miracle and let its name be “peace.” 
 

Submitted by Carol Horton 

In the Spirit of Thomas       
By Rachel Hackenberg 

Here’s something to look  

forward to. Rev. Dan says, if we 

collect $3000 from the congre-

gation for our 2021 per capita, 

he will write another song, this 

time to thank everyone for 

chipping in. 
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One Great Hour of 

Sharing on Easter  

In a world of disaster, hunger, 

and oppression, millions of people 

lack access to sustainable food 

sources, clean water, sanitation,  

education, and economic opportuni-

ty. 

Three programs are supported 

by One Great Hour of Sharing: Pres-

byterian Disaster Assistance, the 

Presbyterian Hunger Program, and 

Self-Development of People. 

All three programs work in  

different ways to serve individuals 

and communities in need. From  

initial disaster response to ongoing 

community development, their 

work fits together to provide people 

with safety, sustenance, and hope. 

Please give generously this year.  
 

Bring in those fish banks by 

Sunday, April 4! 

By Mark Shibley 

It’s time to build another house 

with Habitat for Humanity!   

Through Habitat’s Apostles Build 

Program, we are again partnering 

with several other local congrega-

tions to fund and build the 73rd  

Habitat house in the Rogue Valley. 

This home will be for the Hinojosa 

family. 

Jill is a single mom of three teen-

agers. Two, Lynnea (15) and Jacob 

(14) still live at home. The family 

moved here from California four 

years ago. Jill has a good job and 

works hard but struggles to make 

ends meet for her family. She  

describes the opportunity to help 

build and own a Habitat house as a 

dream come true. You can read more 

about the Hinojosas and other  

Habitat families on their website 

(www.roguevalleyhabitat.org). Jill 

wrote, “Miracles do happen!”  

The job site is located at 155 

Mellecker Way, Medford.  We are 

scheduled to provide First Presby-

terian work crews on March 27 and 

April 10, both Saturdays. There are 

two shifts each day, one from 9-12 

and one from 12-3. We hope to  

cover both shifts on both days.  

Because of COVID, work crews 

will be limited to four people on 

each shift.  Please let me know 

(mashibley@gmail.com) if you’d like 

to volunteer to help build a house 

for the Hinojosa family, and I’ll add 

you to the schedule. 

I’m grateful for our congrega-

tion’s deep and enduring commit-

ment to supporting people in our 

community who need a hand up. 

Thank you. 

Habitat building another house 

Above: Raising the first wall of the Habitat  

house. Rev. Dan was there to bless the  

project. 

Right:  Mom Jill Hinojosa hammers the very 

first nail on her new home.  A rainy day did 

not deter this group. 
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Isaiah 53:1-12 

“Who would have believed what we now report? 

    Who could have seen the Lord's hand in this? 

It was the will of the Lord that his servant 

    grow like a plant taking root in dry ground. 

He had no dignity or beauty 

    to make us take notice of him. 

There was nothing attractive about him, 

    nothing that would draw us to him. 

We despised him and rejected him; 

    he endured suffering and pain. 

No one would even look at him— 

    we ignored him as if he were nothing. 

 

“But he endured the suffering  

that should have been ours, 

    the pain that we should have borne. 

All the while we thought that his suffering 

    was punishment sent by God. 

But because of our sins he was wounded, 

    beaten because of the evil we did. 

We are healed by the punishment he suffered, 

    made whole by the blows he received. 

All of us were like sheep that were lost, 

    each of us going his own way. 

But the Lord made the punishment fall on him, 

    the punishment all of us deserved. 

 

“He was treated harshly, but endured it humbly; 

    he never said a word. 

Like a lamb about to be slaugh-

tered, 

like a sheep about to be sheared, 

    he never said a word. 

He was arrested and sentenced  

and led off to die, 

    and no one cared about his fate. 

He was put to death for the sins of our people. 

He was placed in a grave with those who are evil, 

    he was buried with the rich, 

even though he had never committed a crime 

    or ever told a lie.” 

 

The Lord says, 

“It was my will that he should suffer; 

    his death was a sacrifice to bring forgiveness. 

And so he will see his descendants; 

    he will live a long life, 

    and through him my purpose will succeed. 

After a life of suffering, he will again have joy; 

    he will know that he did not suffer in vain. 

My devoted servant, with whom I am pleased, 

    will bear the punishment of many 

    and for his sake I will forgive them. 

And so I will give him a place of honor, 

    a place among the great and powerful. 

He willingly gave his life 

    and shared the fate of evil men. 

He took the place of many sinners 

    and prayed that they might be forgiven.”  

Bible verses for the month  

 

Drive-thru Easter  
Experience 

 

 

Come join us for a one-of-a-

kind Easter experience on Satur-

day, April 3, from 12-2 pm.  

We will have baskets of HOPE 

with lots of goodies for those who 

want to stop by and see us!  

We also ask you to bring some 

cut flowers from home for the 

Easter flower cross. The cross 

with be part of the service the fol-

lowing morning. 

Book Club to read Their Eyes Were Watching God 

By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club is read-

ing Their Eyes Were Watching God 

by Zora Neale Hurston, first pub-

lished in 1937.  This novel, which 

has sparked a lot of controversy 

over the years, explores both gender 

roles and racism. It is considered a 

classic of the Harlem Renaissance.  

The novel explores the awaken-

ing of the main character Janie 

Crawford as she  matures from a 

“vibrant but voiceless, teenage girl 

into a woman with her finger on the 

trigger of her own destiny,” accord-

ing to the National Endowment for 

the Arts website. 

The March book club meeting 

will be on Monday, March 29 at 7 

p.m. by Zoom. An invitation with the 

Zoom link will be sent by email. 

Hope to see you there. 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
10am Streaming Worship 
11am Zoom Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 World Day of Prayer 6

10am Bible Study

7 3rd Sunday in Lent 8 9 10 11 12 13

4pm B & G 10am Bible Study 2:30pm Finance

Susan Off 5pm Deacons
Office Closed

14 4th Sunday in Lent 15 16 17 18 19 20
10am Bible Study

5:30pm Session
Susan Off
Office Closed

21 5th Sunday in Lent 22 23 24 25  Dialogue Articles Due 26 27
9 am-3 pm 

12pm New Members 10am Bible Study Habitat for Humanity Build
Class via Zoom

28 Palm Sunday 29 30 31
10am Bible Study

12pm New Members 
Class via Zoom 7pm Women's Book Club

Lenten Word - Justice Lenten Word - Love Lenten Word - Mercy

Overeaters Anonymous Fireside Room 12pm-1pm         Mon
Overeaters Anonymous Fireside Room 7pm-8pm           Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri
AA Keep It Real Sanctuary 8am-9am    Tues, Thurs, Sat
Easy Beat Sanctuary 9am                     Mon

Weekly Building Schedule

Presbytery Meeting - Dan unavailable



First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker       Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net  Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch wendy@mcanin.ch 

Treasurer: Jill Turner jillbturner73@gmail.com 

Ruling Elders on Session: Jim Holloway, John Wren, Sam Alvord, Dennis Slattery, Cathy Gerbracht, Brian Almquist 

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Deacons:  Denise Deneaux, Sue Sager, Pat Alvord, Debbie Miller, Ruth Ralls, Rick Herst, Paul Lewis, Sandra Slattery 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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