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 Lenten journey brings faith opportunities 

To You We Shall Return 

Mysterious God, morning, noon and night reveal your creative power; 

Around us the whole earth cries, ‘Glory!’ 

Your presence beats in our blood, children of creation! 

Yet we go on our way deaf to the larks above the track, 

Looking down into the mud and not up to our clear sky. 

And, even then, we miss the myriad small signs of hope: 

The crocus opening its heart to the sun, 

Colors of sea-washed stones, rainbows in the mist. 

We despair so easily. We say, ‘Where is God in all this?’ 

And we deny it has any meaning. We say, ‘God is dead.’ 

We cannot find or feel the pulse of your life in us. 

We put our shaky faith in things we have made, and give cringing power 

 to the institutions. 

We give up on ourselves, saying, ‘We are no good.’ 

We live in a way that says, ‘There is no God.’ 

And the song of creation turns to dust and ashes on our lips. 

Forgive us. 

Dust we are—and to dust we shall return. 

But in Jesus, you chose to share our human frailty, to enter into our  

mortality in all its mystery, 

To redeem this handful of dust. 

We are yours—and to you we shall return. Amen. 

 

So may we find strength for the journey in Lent, which will lead us 

handfuls of dust to an empty tomb and new life. 

 

In Christ, 

 

As we journey through Lent, we have an opportunity to grow in faith and to draw near to God who loves us. 

However, business, difficulties in life, and emotions can get in the way of that journey. Just like that, it is Easter, 

and we have gone on a journey to nowhere! 

Jan Sutch Pickard writes the following prayer about the Lenten journey. 

2—March events: book study, 

usher training, new members, 

vespers, “Disturbing the Peace” 

3—Visioning retreat, Session 

4—Let’s See: hospitality minis-

try 

5—Haiku Corner, Bible verses, 

Birthdays, Buildings and 

Grounds 

6—Presbyterian Women, Cir-

cles, Book Club, “Windows in 

Time,” Lenten prayer 

7— Workshop: “When Trauma 

Wounds” 
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The Dialogue 
 Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the April issue. Please submit by Thursday, March 19.  

Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com      Marcia Hunter, editor 

 

Lenten book study to begin 
Pastor Dan will 

be using the book, 

Lent in Plain Sight, 

by Rev. Jill Duffield, 

for a Lenten Bible 

study. Books are 

available in the 

church office at $10 

each. Classes on the 

book will be offered 

from March 1 through April 8,  

Sunday mornings between services 

in the Fireside room and Wednesday 

mornings at 10 in the small meeting 

room. 

Make-up usher training  
Sunday, March 1 from 11:30-

12:30 after the 10 a.m. service for 

those who could not attend the first 

refresher training.  

If you know anyone who might 

be interested in helping with usher-

ing, please let Bea Berry know.  
  

New members class offered 
Would you like to know more 

about what it means to become a 

member of the church? Pastor Dan 

will be  

offering a 

two-part 

class after 

the second 

service on 

March 22 and 29. Those who wish  

to join the church would become  

members at the Easter service on 

April 12.  

For more information, please 

contact our church office,  

541-482-3536. 

 

Vespers service in March 
Our next vespers  

service is Sunday, March 29 at 4 p.m.  

The musical 

talent is yet to 

be deter-

mined, so stay 

tuned to the  

announce-

ments— no 

doubt it will 

be wonderful. 

 

 

Coming in April 

Holy Week schedule 
 Maundy Thursday worship  

service—April 9 at 7 p.m. 

 Easter Service—April 12—one 

combined service at 10 o’clock 
 

‘Disturbing the Peace’  

 showing at First Pres. 

Variety of events planned for March 

Please join us as we show the 

film, “Disturbing the Peace,” Tues-

day, March 10, 7 p.m. in Calvin Hall, 

as part of the Jewish Voice for 

Peace film festival, which we are 

hosting. 

In a world torn by conflict—in 

a place where the idea of peace has 

been abandoned—an energy of  

determined optimism emerges. 

When someone is willing to disturb 

the status quo and stand for the 

dream of a free and secure world, 

who will stand with them?  

“Disturbing the Peace” is about 

people born into conflict, sworn 

enemies, who challenged their fate. 

The film follows everyday people 

who took extraordinary actions by 

standing for what they believe in, 

just like those who came before 

them—Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa 

Parks, Gandhi, Nelson Mandela. 

The movie challenges us to under-

stand the narratives we live within, 

to look at our current roles in soci-

ety, and to decide how we are  

going to create a more humane 

world, for all. And it starts with our 

willingness to disturb the peace.  
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By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

At the visioning retreat on Feb. 

22, a large group (23) met to contin-

ue looking at the future direction of 

the church. Those attending self-

selected one of four working groups, 

which interestingly ended up almost 

evenly divided.  The groups were 

Property, Capital Campaign, Mission, 

Visioning. All groups will continue to 

meet, and they welcome others to 

join them.  See Dan or any deacon, 

elder, or member of the Long Range 

Planning Team. 

The property group identified a 

series of steps that would have to be 

taken in order to sell all or part of 

the property and/or renovate build-

ings. It is a complicated task but they 

understand that their mandate is to 

research specific information that 

will help church members make  

decisions about the future of the 

buildings and property.  

The capital campaign group  

reviewed the immediate building 

repair needs and looked at options 

for raising money. They emphasized 

that, prior to a capital campaign, 

there will have to be specific goals 

and plans for which the money will 

be earmarked. They hope to apply 

for a Barnabas Grant in late April to 

be used for asbestos removal. 

The mission focus group  

discussed congregational vitality, 

thinking of ways to reach out to our 

community with the message of 

what our church is about, especially 

to our immediate neighborhood and 

its families and children.  Dan is 

planning a trip to Austin, TX in April 

to a PC(USA) national convention 

(2020 Vital Congregations Gather-

ing) and hopes to take 3-4 others. 

This working group hopes to find an 

umbrella project that everyone in 

the congregation can get behind and 

get excited about. 

The visioning group sees their 

role as setting the tone of grace and 

love for all the other groups, becom-

ing a conduit for gathering infor-

mation from the groups, looking at 

how this all fits together, clarifying 

and suggesting possibilities, publi-

cizing the efforts to the congrega-

tion, and coordinating timelines.  

While working groups will be 

meeting more often, the next large 

group meeting will be on Saturday, 

May 2 from 9-1. 

 

Session notes from February meeting 
 By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

The February session meeting 

was held on Thursday, Feb. 20.  We 

welcome Cathy Gerbracht as a new 

elder on session and Jill Turner as 

the new church treasurer. 

Session approved a motion to 

split the excess funds ($500+) from 

the Presbytery meals between the 

Phoenix community dinners and 

paying for our monthly coffee hour 

birthday cakes.  

Although the total per capita 

amount has already been paid to 

presbytery, session is hoping that all 

members will reimburse the church 

coffers.  To encourage people to do 

this, it was decided to hold a raffle, 

with a nice restaurant gift certificate 

and bottle of (good) champagne 

(thanks to John Wren) as prizes. 

Each person who pays their own per 

capita or that of someone else will 

receive a raffle ticket for each 

payment of $36.50. The drawing will 

be held after Easter. 

To acknowledge the indigenous 

communities on whose land our 

church is built, session decided to 

have a plaque made and ask 

indigenous people to come and bless 

the plaque—probably in October.  

Dan received unanimous  

approval for three leaves: study 

leave for March 15-19 to the  

Transitional Ministry Workshop at 

Menucha; study leave for the Vital 

Congregations Convention in Austin, 

Texas on April 27-30; and summer 

vacation from August 10-24. 

Buildings and Grounds Commit-

tee was pleased that the 2020 budget 

was restored, giving back the $5,000 

originally cut from major building 

expense plus an additional $700+. 

Tammy Hald will pursue a grant to 

remove asbestos. Parking lot and 

gutter systems are also on the list. 

Dan is working from Angie’s list to 

get bids for repairs.  

Leader Elaine Morgan reported 

that the Spring Planning Team is 

working enthusiastically and crea-

tively to plan worship and events for 

the next three months.  

In memoriam: long-time  

member Miep Van Cuilenburg died 

Jan. 15, 2020, bringing our total to 

121 members.  Our condolences to 

Miep’s family. 

Thank yous for our church’s  

recent support were received  from 

Maslow Project, Parker House  

Project, SAMS (Syrian American 

Medical Society), Covenant Network, 

Habitat for Humanity, and Rogue 

Community Health. 

Visioning retreat continues the conversation 
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When was the last time someone 

prepared some food and invited you 

over to share it?  What feelings did 

the invitation evoke?  How about the 

actual time together breaking bread 

and sharing stories around the table? 

Nice event? Did you end the visit by 

saying, “This was fun. Let’s do it 

again soon!”? 

If you are having a hard time  

remembering the last time, you are 

forgetting last Sunday and every 

Sunday when members of our 

church family 

bless the rest of us 

with coffee, tea 

and whatever they 

decided would be 

pleasing to wash 

down, while we sit 

around and chat 

and laugh and lis-

ten to each other.   

Everyone has 

their own set of 

reasons for why 

they join our church and what activi-

ties they relish most.  Surely most of 

us would count the rewards of social 

contact up near the top of our list.  

And since we like hanging out with 

each other, why not enrich the 

events with some goodies and a hot 

drink? 

Well, our Spring Planning Team 

decided to explore with the rest of 

the congregation what it will feel like 

if during Lent we cut back a bit and 

just serve coffee and cookies. (On 

birthday Sunday we will have cake.)  

This act of temporary denial offers 

us a chance to hear from each other 

on the question: how much is enough 

or possibly too much food at the  

fellowship hour?    

The eight o’clockers’ elegant  

option cuts out all the scheduling, 

preparing and cleaning up. Everyone 

is urged to meet at Pony Espresso 

after their service.  They have a fine 

time, no one is burdened, and the 

goal of enjoying one another’s  

company is met with the least 

amount of trouble. 

“Elevensies” in Calvin Hall after 

the later service is a much more 

heavily attended event and usually 

features teams of folks cooperating 

on hosting a feed 

and, once a month, 

celebrating birth-

days with a special 

treat.   

       Some, however, 

feel others provide 

too much food and  

do not want to feel 

pressured to offer a 

luncheon when it is 

their turn. On the 

flip side, many of us 

have come to see this as our mid-day 

meal and are very thankful for what-

ever the hosts provide. Understand-

ably, this can get pretty expensive 

and labor intensive, resulting in 

some folks deciding not to sign up. 

Here are some corollary aspects 

of this issue that are worth thinking 

about and discussing: 

 Some people do not choose 

to include food preparation or serv-

ing as their contribution to our  

community. 

 Others may not have a place 

to practice hospitality and so they 

enjoy hosting fellowship hour as 

something special they can do for the 

rest of us.  

 

 Hosts are free to decide what 

and how much they provide. It 

would be too bad if anyone felt they 

had to meet another person’s stand-

ard.  

 Birthday cakes are expensive 

and/or a lot of work. On Thursday, 

Feb. 20, session members voted to 

have the church pay for the monthly 

birthday cake.  Let’s see how this 

works out. 

 Offering a warm, welcoming 

convivial event may well lure  some 

prospective new members into the 

fold.  (It sure sweetened the pot for 

me!) For visitors it is not the food, 

but the friendliness of the members 

that counts. Another way of putting 

this is to remember that our motto, 

“Open Table,” is not just about the 

communion service. Let’s face it; 

food is a proven social ice breaker. 

Is it true that in the past when 

the membership decided to cut back 

on the food, people stopped coming 

to fellowship hour?   

The spring team will schedule an 

open conversation next month to 

talk about this topic.  In the mean-

while, think it over, and let’s see how 

we might toothsomely resolve any 

problems.  

 Let’s See 

Our Hospitality Ministry By Sam Alvord 
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Buildings and Grounds 

 welcomes everyone 

By Marilyn and 

Gene Wright 

The Buildings 

and Grounds  

Committee  

welcomes interest 

and input from all our church  

members. So please feel free to 

join us on March 10 at 5 p.m. in 

the Fireside Room as we tackle 

the problems facing our facility. 

All ideas and suggestions are  

welcome. 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 

1 – Marilyn Wright 

1 – Sean Cleveland 

3 – Randy Cleveland 

3 – David Dryland 

4 – Paul Lewis 

7 – Wendy Ray 

8 – Susan Coghill 

12 – Gene Wright 

19 – Shirley Patton 

20 – Marjorie Bulkley 

25 – Charlie Eien 

25 – Ryan Cleveland 

26 – Doug Hansen 

28 – Pamela Barndt 

28 – Ed Laskos 

31 – Tudy Maddox 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

17 – Randy and SuAnne  

Cleveland 

22 – Tudy and Raoul Maddox 

22 – Marcia and Jim Hunter 

Haiku Corner 
Deer blocking the street. 

They’re strolling along, snooty. 

We are their nuisance. 
 

By Poet Robb Grover 

Psalm 51:1-17 

Be merciful to me, O God,  

because of your constant love.  

Because of your great mercy wipe 

away my sins! Wash away all my evil 

and make me clean from my sin! 

I recognize my faults; I am  

always conscious of my sins. I have 

sinned against you — only against 

you — and done what you consider 

evil. So you are right in judging me; 

you are justified in condemning me. 

I have been evil from the day I was 

born; from the time I was conceived, 

I have been sinful. 

Sincerity and truth are what you 

require; fill my mind with your  

wisdom. Remove my sin, and I will 

be clean; wash me, and I will be 

whiter than snow. Let me hear the 

sounds of joy and gladness; and 

though you have crushed me and 

broken me, I will be happy once 

again. Close your eyes to my sins 

and wipe out all my evil. 

Create a pure heart in me, O God, 

and put a new and loyal spirit in me. 

Do not banish me from your pres-

ence; do not take your holy spirit 

away from me. Give me again the joy 

that comes from your salvation, and 

make me willing to obey you. Then I 

will teach sinners your commands, 

and they will turn back to you. 

Spare my life, O God, and save 

me, and I will gladly proclaim your 

righteousness. Help me to speak, 

Lord, and I will praise you. You do 

not want sacrifices, or I would offer 

them; you are not pleased with 

burnt offerings. My sacrifice is a 

humble spirit, O God; you will not 

reject a humble and repentant heart. 

 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

Bible verses for March  
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World Day of Prayer March 6 
By Shirley  

Patton 

         Presbyter-

ian Women 

will host the 

local celebra-

tion of World 

Day of Prayer in Calvin Hall on  

Friday, March 6, from 1-3 p.m. 

 The brave women of Zimbabwe 

have written the ecumenical  

worship service for this year’s cele-

bration, a call to act in love for peace 

and reconciliation.  The theme for 

the service is “Rise! Take your mat 

and walk,” from John 5:2-9. 

Remember, everyone is  

welcome! Bring family and friends.  

We’ll enjoy refreshments and  

conversation after the service. 

Women’s Book Club 

choosing new titles 
By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club will 

meet on Monday, March 30 at 7 p.m. 

at the home of Marcia Hunter to 

choose books for the next year. 

Members are asked to send one 

or two suggested titles by email to 

Marcia Hunter by March 15.  We will 

vote on the suggestions and finalize 

a list of titles and calendar of host-

esses for the coming year at the 

meeting on March 30.   

Please call or email Marcia 

Hunter if you have any questions.  

Circles meeting for study, fellowship 

By Barbara Marsh 

Please mark your engagement 

calendar for the Westminster Circle 

meeting on the third Thursday in 

March (19) at 10 a.m. 

As usual we will begin with  

chit-chat conversation and irresisti-

ble refreshments, followed by our 

Horizon Bible study guide, Love 

Carved in Stone.   

Each lesson our author, Eugenia 

Anne Gambel, has written for us has 

made us pause, reflect and broaden 

our concept of the Ten Command-

ments.  We are focusing on each one 

separately. We are looking forward 

to Lesson Six  to discover fresh 

ways to look at the "Word," "You 

shall not commit adultery." 

 

We hope friends will join us on 

March 19 at 10 a.m. with our host, 

Gayle Vincent. 

For more information you may 

contact  Shirley Patton or Barbara 

Marsh. 

 

By Marilyn Mobley 

Eleanor Robison will be the 

hostess for the next gathering of  

Elsie Nelson Circle. We meet on 

Monday, March 9 at 1.  

We will study Lesson 7 of our 

guide book Love Carved in Stone. 

This month’s lesson is entitled, 

“Words of Love: Do not Steal.” The 

purpose is to expand our under-

standing of stealing beyond the  

concept of disrespect for personal 

property. 

 

 

“Windows in Time,” the Southern Oregon Historical Society free 

lunchtime lecture series at the Ashland library, will feature Shirley Patton 

and Amy Blossom in Selections from As it Was, Celebrating Women’s Histo-

ry Month at noon on March 11. 

This sounds like a fascinating program with our own Shirley, whose 

voice has come to us from our radios for so long.  See her this time in the 

flesh! 

‘Windows in Time’ at Ashland Library to  

feature Shirley Patton, the voice of ‘As it Was’ 

A prayer by Henri Nouwen from A 

Cry for Mercy: Prayers from the 

Genesee 

         Yes, Lord, I have to die - with 

you, through you, and in you—and 

thus become ready to recognize you 

when you appear to me in your  

Resurrection.  There is so much in 

me that needs to die: false attach-

ments, greed and anger, impatience 

and stinginess. . . . I see clearly now 

how little I have died with you, real-

ly gone your way and been faithful 

to it.  O Lord, make this Lenten  

season different from the other 

ones.  Let me find you again.  Amen 

Submitted by Carol Horton 

A prayer for Lent 
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When Trauma Wounds – Self-Care and 

Compassionate Care 
 

           Workshop leader: Karen McClintock M.Div. Ph.D. consultant & psychologist 

Workshop dates:  April 3, 6:30-8:30 pm and April 4, 9 am-4 pm in Ashland, Oregon 

 

 

Participants in this workshop will learn ways to recognize and heal trauma in their lives and to advocate for  

others.  Using Rev. Dr. McClintock’s book, When Trauma Wounds:  Pathways to Healing and Hope (Fortress 

Press -2019), participants will look spiritually and psychologically at trauma.   

 

Many small traumas can accumulate along life’s many journeys, sometimes leaving us with anxiety and  

unresolved pain.  When we provide care to others, we can also accumulate secondary trauma and may minimize 

its lasting influence upon our lives.  In a small group setting, participants will receive education and strategies to 

notice and address symptoms.  McClintock teaches concrete healing methods and ways to increase self-care when 

providing care to others.*  

Participants will learn to: 

 Recognize the toll of trauma on cognition, behavior, mood, and close relationships 

 Provide compassionate advocacy for returning vets, victims of gun violence, immigrants, and  
sexual abuse survivors 

 Create space for the large theological “Why?” questions 

 Help others to rediscover hope and faith 

 Take steps to heal their own trauma and become safe sanctuaries for others 
 

A variety of snacks, coffee and tea will be provided.  Participants are asked to bring their own lunch on Saturday 

and to enjoy getting acquainted with others at the workshop.  Suggested participant donation is $80.  Participants 

are expected to purchase and read the book prior to the weekend. 

 

To register, indicate your interest by contacting Rev. Dr. McClintock at agalia@mind.net.  

 

Karen A. McClintock is a psychologist and clergy consultant. She lectures and teaches workshops on pasto-

ral care, congregational systems, sexual-abuse prevention, and overcoming sexual shame. Her previous books  

include Shame-Less Lives, Grace-full Congregations; and Sexual Shame: An Urgent Call to Healing, and My  

Father's Closet, a memoir about her heartwarming childhood in which she grew up with an amazing family se-

cret.  

 

*(This course is not intended to be therapy, and will not provide intervention for unresolved traumatic issues that 

need one on one counseling. Email the facilitator with any questions you have regarding your participation.)  



Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1  1st Sunday in Lent 2 3 4 5 6 World Day of Prayer 7

10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25) 1:15-3:15pm DeHart (FR or SMR) 1pm Presbyterian Women
9am Bible Study (FR) 10am Bible Study (SMR) 3:15-4:30pm Dehart(M25) 10am-1pm Women with Wings(CH)
11am Usher Training 11am-12:30pm  AC for Peace (FR) 11-12:30pm OLLI-Shakespeare (CH)

8  2nd Sunday in Lent 9 10 11 12 13 14
Daylight Savings begins 1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25)

9am Bible Study (FR) 11am-12:30pm  AC for Peace (FR) 10am Bible Study (SMR) 2:30pm Finance 10am-1pm Women with Wings(CH)
12pm Windows in Time-Asland Library 12pm Blood Drive (CH)

5pm B & G 5pm Deacons 1:15-3:15pm DeHart (FR or SMR)
7pm "Disturbing the Peace" (CH) 7:30pm Choir rehearsal 3:15-4:30pm Dehart(M25) 1pm-6pm Kathy Sager (CH)

15  3rd Sunday in Lent 16 17 18 19 Dialogue Articles Due 20 21
10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25) 10am Bible Study (SMR) 10am Westminster Circle 2pm Women with Wings 7pm Women with Wings

9am Bible Study (FR) 1:30-3:30pm OLLI SIG (M25) 3:15-4:30pm Dehart(M25) set up
11am-12:30pm  AC for Peace (FR) 1:15-3:15pm DeHart (FR or SMR)

22  4th Sunday in Lent 23 24 25 26 27 28

9am Bible Study (FR) 10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25) 10am Bible Study (SMR)
11:15am New Members Class 11am-12:30pm  AC for Peace (FR) 10am Dialogue Folding

5pm OHRA Board meeting (FR) 5:30pm Session 3:15-4:30pm Dehart(M25)
1:15-3:15pm DeHart (FR or SMR)

29  5th Sunday in Lent 30 31
9am Bible Study (FR)
11:15am New Members Class 10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25)

4pm Vespers Service 7pm Women's Book Club 11am-12:30pm  AC for Peace (FR)

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat OLLI Watercolor Matthew 25 Room 10am-1pm                       Mon
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm   1st&3rd Tues
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat  Somantics Matthew 25 Room 11am-1pm                      Thurs
AA Fireside Room 5:30-6:30           Fri Realtors Calvin Hall 8:30am                            Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon SOFA Fireside Room 6:30pm-8:30pm     1st Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri Thai Chi Matthew 25 Room 11am-12pm                       Fri

Weekly Building Schedule

Dan at Menucha



Oaks 

dropping 

acorns. 

Squirrels dashing and stashing. 

First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 626 
service requested 
Dated material 

First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker  Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net  Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch wendy@mcanin.ch 

Treasurer: Jill Turner fpcashland@gmail.com 

Ruling Elders on Session: Elaine Morgan, John Wren, Sam Alvord, Tammy Hald, Dennis Slattery, Cathy Gerbracht, Jim Holloway 

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons: Denise Deneaux, Gail Johnson, Pat Alvord, Ruth Ralls, Debbie Miller, Rick Herst, Paul Lewis 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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