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One of my favorite seasons of the 

church year is the season of Lent, a 

40-day period for Christians to  

reflect upon Christ’s teachings and 

sacrifice. It is a time of self-reflec- 

tion, a time to turn back to God and 

prepare for the celebration of Easter. 

People often give things up for 

Lent, to suffer a bit and remember 

Jesus’ suffering in the wilderness as 

he fasted for 40 days, and to recall 

his suffering upon the cross for us.  

Others increase their prayer and 

Bible reading time, or do something 

else to take focus off of self and onto 

others. These things we give up, 

these spiritual practices are meant to 

draw us nearer to God. The seven 

Sundays in Lent are called “feast 

days” and give us an opportunity to 

take a day off from whatever spiritu-

al practice we have chosen. 

Here are ten practical things you 

can consider doing for Lent. The 

original list was taken from blogger 

Becky Mansfield from 

www.yourmodernfamily.com.  I  

have enhanced it and changed it 

quite a bit. 

1) Don’t purchase anything

you don’t really need. Put the 

money you may have used on your 

purchases into a jar and donate 

those funds to a worthy charity at 

the end of Lent. Take the focus off of 

your own needs to focus upon the 

needs of others. 

2) Give away 40 things for 40

days. We Americans love to stock-

pile our stuff! Garages no longer hold 

cars. They hold boxes and boxes of 

things we don’t need. Find items to 

give away to others. Donate good 

clothing you no longer need to a 

charity. Unclutter your life to find 

clarity and free yourself from the 

material. 

3) Do not gossip. James 3:5-6

says, “How great a forest is set ablaze 

by a small fire! And the tongue is a 

fire.” Do not talk about others in a 

negative light. My mother used to 

say to me, “If you cannot say anything 

nice about someone, then don’t say 

anything.” I know, that is a tough one 

in light of our current political envi-

ronment! 

4) Do not eat after dinner.

Jesus struggled with hunger when he 

fasted. Being hungry helps us  

remember him and those who go to 

bed hungry every night. 

5) Be part of our Friday Fast-

ing Group. Join us Friday morn-

ings as we fast for breakfast and 

lunch each Friday during Lent. The 

money spent on those meals is  

collected and we decide together on 

a worthy charity to donate to. Our 

suffering enables us to understand 

the suffering of others more directly. 

6) Say/do three nice things

for others daily. Spread the light 

and love of Christ by kind acts to 

others. Surprise someone with an act 

of love and share the Gospel through 

these acts. 

7) Turn off your television.

Find other ways to occupy your time 

normally spent watching TV. Read a 

good book. Knit or crochet some-

thing. Read print-only news or your 

newsfeed on your cell phone. Check 

out a book from our AMAZING 

CHURCH LIBRARY!!! The world will 

still be there when you come back to 

the TV, and you can always record 

your favorite shows to watch later. 

8) At the end of each day, list

the things you are grateful for and 

give thanks to God. You may be 

surprised by how much you are 

grateful for and find a change in  

focus. 

9) Donate your time to a local

charity. Volunteer for the AEFB—
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the April issue. Please submit by Thursday, March 21. Email 

(preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Marcia Hunter, editor 

 

Lent journey 
(continued from page 1) 

Lent begins with Ash Wednes-

day service, March 6 at 7 p.m. 
Please join us as we begin a  

season of introspection, remem-

brance and turning our lives back to 

God. Communion will be served, and 

you will receive the mark of the 

cross on your forehead, reminding 

you of Christ’s sacrifice and  

forgiveness for all. 

Friday fasting group — a way 

to remember others’ suffering 
Fasting is a spiritual practice that 

has been around for centuries. It was 

practiced by Jesus as he went into 

the wilderness to be tempted by the 

Evil One. Fasting is a way to remem-

ber the suffering of others.  

We’ll meet each Friday during 

the season of Lent at 9 a.m. in the 

small chapel. A Bible reading and 

inspirational thought for the day will 

be shared.  

Then those who gather can  

decide what the money they 

would’ve spent on food that day can 

be donated to.  

The fasting group meets on 

March 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5, 12 and 

19.  

New Lenten Bible study to 

begin March 10 
Please join us for a new Bible 

study, “Awakening to God’s Beauty.” 

This study from Presbyterians Today 

will provide you with a daily devo-

tional and scripture passage, begin-

ning on the first day of Lent, March 

6. In addition, you will be introduced

to the spiritual practice of “Visio 

Divina,” which means “divine  

seeing.” Beautiful images are in each 

study guide for you to look upon and 

contemplate. 

We will gather on Sunday morn-

ings between services beginning 

March 10 at 9 a.m. in the Fireside 

Room. Study books will be available 

in the narthex on March 3 and also in 

the church office. They are free! 

Ashland Emergency Food Bank. (Our 

church serves on Fridays). Ask how 

you might be able to help at Habitat 

Rogue Valley, or the Ashland Commu-

nity Resource Center, or Jackson 

County Fuel Committee. 

10) Commit yourself to more

time reading scripture and pray-

ing. Set aside time each day to go 

deeper spiritually. Join the weekly 

Bible study. Choose a book of the  

Bible you would like to read, and I’ll 

be happy to meet with you regularly 

to talk about the content and spiritu-

al meaning. 

Doing any of these things will 

help you make your Lenten journey 

more meaningful and draw you clos-

er to the very presence of God. May 

this holy season help us all to pattern 

our lives more and more to the like-

ness of Christ, who was and is, and is 

to come again. Let the journey of Lent 

begin!  

In Christ, 

Lenten activities make season meaningful 
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Please join us for a 

special event,  Habitat 

Sunday, March 10.  

Executive  Director Den-

ise James from  Habitat 

for  Humanity will 

speak at both services.  

She will update us on 

the exciting project our 

church is cosponsoring:  

three townhouses being 

built for three families!  

Noisy offering will benefit Habi-

tat Rogue Valley. Be sure to bring 

your change. We will also start sign  

ups for a Saturday build, along with 

students from SOU. Mark Shibley 

(pictured) will be looking for folks to 

volunteer, regardless of construction 

experience. 

By Carolyn Wetzel 

Tickets are now available for 

Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber's upcoming  

Ashland visit.  Two unique 90-

minute programs will be offered at  

7 p.m. on Friday, March 22 and at  

9 a.m. on Saturday, March 23, at the 

Ashland First United Methodist 

Church. Tickets for each lecture are 

$25 and are available in the church 

office and after Sunday services. 

Online tickets are available at 

brownpapertickets.com (search 

"Nadia," service fee added). For 

more information contact Carolyn 

Wetzel or see church website. 

Nadia Bolz-Weber 

coming to Ashland 

Habitat Sunday to highlight house project 

 Calendar of  upcoming events 

April 6 —All Church Work Day 
       Saturday, April 6 from 9 a.m. until 12 noon help us 

get the church grounds ready for Easter Sunday! Bring 

your garden tools and a servant’s heart. 

April 7 and 14—New Members’ Class 
Are you interested in knowing more 

about our church community? Would you 

like to consider membership in the church? 

If so, please join Pastor Dan in the Fireside 

Room on Sunday, April 7 and 14 after the second service. New members 

would join on Easter Sunday. 

March 31—Afternoon Vespers, 4 p.m. 
Please join us for our second afternoon vespers 

service.  We will have information on the musical 

guest soon! 

The chaplain at Asante Hospi-

tal in Ashland is looking for volun-

teers to serve as hospital chap-

lains.  

If you think you can spend 

time and pray with those who are 

in the hospital, this might be a job 

for you. Please contact Scott Tyrell 

at 541-201-4011. 

Volunteer chaplains 

needed at Asante 

Ashland Hospital 

Save these dates 

Ilse Forney—Friday, April 19, 2 p.m. 

Dan Bulkley—Saturday, May 4, 10 a.m. 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

1 – Marilyn Wright 

1 – Sean Cleveland 

3 – Randy Cleveland 

3 – David Dryland 

7 – Wendy Ray 

8 – Susan Coghill 

12 – Gene Wright 

19 – Shirley Patton 

20 – Marjorie Bulkey 

25 – Ryan Cleveland 

26 – Doug Hansen 

28 – Pamela Barndt 

28 – Ed Laskos 

31 – Tudy Maddox 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

17 – Randy and SuAnne Cleve-

land 

22 – Tudy and Raoul Maddox 

22 – Marcia and Jim Hunter 

Thank you letters were  

received in February for 

mission donations from 

our church: 

 Ashland Emergency Food

Bank $1700+

 Marion Medical Mission

(Malawi, Tanzania,

Zambia) $200

Session notes for February 
By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

The Sunday, Feb. 17 session 

meeting began with opening devo-

tions, a discussion of an article enti-

tled, “Seven reasons why LGBTQ+ 

people don’t want to go to your 

LGBTQ+ inclusive church.”  

The Finance Committee suggest-

ed that we pay off the remaining 

principal ($6,123) on the 2006 loan.  

Session approved this action, so we 

are one step closer to being out of 

debt. 

Trish has paid our per capita in 

full for 2019, so now it is up to the 

membership to reimburse the 

treasury with individual payments 

of $35.50. 

Safety/Security Team and Buil-

dings and Grounds recommended 

purchasing three exit lights for the 

sanctuary. Session approved the 

purchase, so they will be installed 

soon. 

Sept. 6-7 will be reserved for a 

retreat for the Long Range Planning 

team, session and deacons — to con-

tinue to plot the course for the  

future of our church. 

Steve Parker from Presbytery is 

featuring our church in a video, so 

he interviewed the pastor, clerk and 

elders after the meeting. 

The newly formed spring plan-

ning team, led by Elaine Morgan,  

consists of Sam Alvord, RuthAnn 

Almquist, Barbara Marsh, Carolyn 

Wetzel, Dick and Alice Welton.  

Haiku Corner 

Boulders by our church 
have moss flourishing on them. 

God’s subtle teaching. 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 
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By David Hall 

  The March book for the Men’s 

Book Club will be Factfulness by 

Hans Rosling.  We will meet Thurs-

day, March 14 at 5:45 p.m. at Smith-

field’s Pub n Pies to discuss this 

book, which was suggested by Rick. 

Our May book will be Red Notice 

by Bill Browder, suggested by 

Phil.  It’s a story about one man’s 

fight against Russian corruption in 

the stock market. Check your calen-

dars, as I am proposing Thursday, 

May 9 at 5:45 at Smithfield’s Pub n 

Pies.   

 Our July book will be News of 

the World by Paulette Jiles.  I heard 

this was very well written, and it was 

suggested last year by Jeff.  I am  

proposing Thursday, July 18 at 5:45 

at Smithfield’s Pub n Pies. 

 Let me know if either of the last 

two dates do not work for you, and 

we can choose a different date to 

meet. 

 I look forward to seeing y’all. 

Men’s Book Club 

plans dates, books 

Last Sunday Pat and I took our 

nine-year-old grandson, Jackson, to 

church for a “concert.” Jackson likes 

music and dance and is progressing 

quite well learning to read music and 

play piano under Grammie’s instruc-

tion.  He questioned us directly  

before agreeing to attend, to make 

sure this was not going to be a 

church service. We played the  

concert card and added that Pastor 

Dan would be peddling chocolates at 

half time.   

It worked.  Sitting in the second 

row, Jackson probably saw and 

heard, live, for the first time a drum-

mer, sax, bass, piano and featured 

singer.  The rhythm electrified him 

and he danced in the pew!  He was 

fired up, even more so when he 

looked up and saw the collection 

plate coming down the row full of 

chocolates! 

The Bill Eckhart Trio and singer, 

Billy Rock; Paula Fowler’s tender 

and joyful reading of the love chap-

ter from First Corinthians; a piercing 

love poem by Edwin Muir,  voiced 

radiantly by Shirley Patton; and 

Dan’s reading prayer requests solic-

ited from the audience while Bill 

Eckhart played a moving rendition of 

“Memories” from the musical, Cats, 

reminding  us of Garrison Keillor: all 

provoked a flood of feelings from 

delight to sorrow—and the exuber-

ant sense that this church is making 

some really exciting moves.   

I crooked my neck, looking back 

to check out attendance. I saw as 

many new faces as familiar ones. It 

made me think about folks I know 

who would not attend a Sunday 

morning service but would find this 

alternative not only appealing but 

healing. 

Four hours earlier, I had sat with 

my new Spring Planning Team  

mates:  Carolyn Wetzel, Dick and  

Alice Welton, Elaine Morgan, Pastor 

Dan, and RuthAnn Almquist for an 

hour of planning three months of 

activities.  Barb Marsh was away 

with family.  We have so many ideas 

that seem to grow out of the work 

our church community has been put-

ting into our vision and mission. 

Details will come later, but  

essentially, we will offer a nice blend 

of our traditional Lent and Easter 

practices along with departures into 

new possibilities.  Dan will offer a 

Bible study: “Awakening to God’s 

Beauty” which entails the creation of 

prayer stations in the sanctuary to 

help us make time and space over 

the 40 days of Lent “to keep a regu-

lar spiritual practice of listening for 

God.”   At midweek throughout Lent, 

RuthAnn and I will co-lead small 

group meetings combining listening 

to spiritual teachings, meditative 

music and corporate silence, and 

prayer after the fashion of Society of 

Friends (Quakers). Most of the  

Sundays have themes which provoke 

compassion and action. 

Many of us attended the Celebra-

tion of Ministry potluck last month.  

Among the reports and business, 

great food and friendly interaction 

around the tables, a powerful  

prophetic moment occurred.  It  

portends to me a lively future for 

FPC.   

 Pastor Dan gave us some statis-

tics provided by the denomination 

projecting that we could see drastic 

declines in membership and our 

church’s possible extinction in the 

next six or seven years.  That’s when 

recently-returned-Arctic-explorer, 

the Unsinkable 

Darlene Saunders, 

sounded the clari-

on call.  This is not an exact quote of 

what she said, but what I heard: 

“Who says we are disappearing?  I’m 

planning on being here in six years!” 

I hope our Lenten activities will 

continue to spur that feisty spirit, 

along with possibilities for new  

opportunities to offer love and open 

hands for all ages well beyond six 

years!   

Let’s see:  Jazzing up Lent By Sam Alvord 
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World Day of Prayer on Friday, March 1 Women’s circles 
meeting in March By Shirley Patton 

Please join Presbyterian Women 

for the World Day of Prayer celebra-

tion Friday, March 1 at 1 p.m. in  

Calvin Hall. 

This year’s theme for the  

service, written by the women of 

Slovenia, is  “Come—Everything Is 

Ready!” This reminds us of Jesus’ 

parable of the great banquet where 

the invitation list was opened up so 

the table of goodness could be filled. 

There was room for all.   

Please come join us. 

By Barbara Marsh 

Westminster Circle will meet 

on Thursday, March 21 at 10 

o’clock at the home of Barbara 

Marsh.  

We will discuss Lesson 6 in our 

Horizon study guide. All are  

welcome.  

By Marilyn Mobley 

Marilyn MacLean will be our 

hostess for Elsie Nelson Circle on 

Monday, March 11 at Mountain 

Meadows. We will meet in the Rogue 

Room at 1 p.m. 

Using our study guide, God’s 

Promise, I Am With You, we will study 

and discuss lesson seven, “God With 

Us as Emmanuel.”  In this lesson the 

promise shifts from the “God with 

us” promise to the ”God with us”  

person of Jesus Christ. 

By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club is read-

ing An American Family: A Memoir 

of Hope and Sacrifice by Khizr Khan 

for their March book.  Tammy Hald 

will host the 7 p.m. gathering on 

Monday, March 25 with a carpool 

leaving the church parking lot at 

6:30. 

This book is a moving memoir of 

an immigrant family who became 

the most American of families, will-

ing to fight and even die for the  

ideals of our country.  The author, 

the eldest of ten children, was born 

in rural Pakistan in 1950. He moved 

to the United States with his wife, 

Ghazala, in 1980. The couple became 

American citizens and raised their 

three sons in Silver Spring, Mary-

land. Their middle son, U.S. Army 

Captain Humayun Khan, was killed 

in 2004 while stopping a suicide  

attack in Iraq and was posthumously 

awarded a Purple Heart and Bronze 

Star. 

This memoir reminds us why 

Americans should welcome  

newcomers from all lands. Alyssa 

Rosenberg of The Washington Post 

writes, “He emerges as such an  

eloquent advocate for . . .  American 

values, that I finished An American 

Family with my own sense of patriot-

ism and civic obligation revitalized.” 

Please join us for an inspiring 

discussion— and snacks, too. 

Book Club reading An American Family 

Luke 10:1-12 

       After this the 

Lord chose anoth-

er seventy-two 

men and sent 

them out two by two, to go ahead of 

him to every town and place where 

he himself was about to go.  

He said to them, “There is a large 

harvest, but few workers to gather it 

in. Pray to the owner of the harvest 

that he will send out workers to 

gather in his harvest. Go! I am send-

ing you like lambs among wolves. 

Don't take a purse or a beggar's bag 

or shoes; don't stop to greet anyone 

on the road.  

“Whenever you go into a house, 

first say, ‘Peace be with this house.’  

If someone who is peace-loving lives 

there, let your greeting of peace  

remain on that person; if not, take 

back your greeting of peace. Stay in 

that same house, eating and drinking 

whatever they offer you, for workers 

should be given their pay. Don't 

move around from one house to  

another.  

“Whenever you go into a town 

and are made welcome, eat what is 

set before you, heal the sick in that 

town, and say to the people there, 

‘The Kingdom of God has come near 

you.’  

“But whenever you go into a 

town and are not welcomed, go out 

in the streets and say, ‘Even the dust 

from your town that sticks to our 

feet we wipe off against you. But re-

member that the Kingdom of God 

has come near you!’  

“I assure you that on the Judg-

ment Day God will show more mercy 

to Sodom than to that town!” 

Bible verses for March 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 
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Building a Mission Village: church revived with grand vision 

In the fall of 2016, the Rev. 

Dwayne Black, pastor of The Sanctu-

ary Church, found himself behind 

bars more than once for feeding the 

homeless on the beach in Fort 

Lauderdale.  His arrest gleaned inter-

national attention. In his defense, 

Black says he “follows the red letters 

in Scripture.” 

“This is what we [ministers] 

signed up for,” he said. Black, who 

says no human being should be left 

behind, continues to feed 300 to 400 

people a week despite the ordinance 

against it. The city has given up  

enforcing the ordinance. 

This full-throttle, expansive, 60-

something-year-old visionary was 

called to Sanctuary Church seven 

years ago with one mandate: Turn 

the church around with its aging and 

dwindling membership on its eight-

acre waterfront property, or close its 

doors. 

“The church was going to be the 

biggest albatross or the biggest 

blessing,” Black said. 

At its height in 1966, the church 

had a membership of 1,580.  Black 

said, “When I came to Sanctuary 

Church in 2011, our membership 

was down to 25 people, many of 

whom were in their 80s. There was a 

sense of security in not changing, but 

God is always about change.” 

Black quickly began partnering 

with local social 

justice nonprofit 

organizations.  

Every empty 

space in the 

church began fill-

ing with outreach 

programs that 

reflected the 

community. The 

church began  

living into its 

name as a place  

of sanctuary. 

On an average day, more than 

400 people attend AA meetings on 

the church campus. Black works side 

by side with nonprofit organizations 

helping the homeless. He joins other 

volunteers to provide meals for more 

than 1,400 homeless people per 

week. The Sanctuary Church even 

opened its doors to help train those 

in recovery through Love Thy Neigh-

bor’s culinary skills training  pro-

gram. The church has teamed up 

with so many other groups that the 

list reads like a table of contents. But 

an even larger vision was about to 

come. 

One day Black had a vision of 

transforming the waterfront campus 

into a residential, commercial and 

community center.  Called Sanctuary 

Village, it would incorporate afford-

able housing, an amphitheater, green 

space, retail, restaurants, health care 

facilities, schools, offices, outdoor 

education and the arts. Every busi-

ness would give a small percentage 

of its profits to a community mission 

of its choice. 

After consulting with land plan-

ners and urban designers and secur-

ing a presbytery loan, the session is 

partnering with the presbytery to 

see this dream come to fruition.  A 

Master Plan workshop brought the 

session together with presbytery 

representatives, landscape archi-

tects, urban planners, and others. 

Groundbreaking is expected to start 

at the end of this year with the  

construction of a $20 million housing 

project.  

Sanctuary Church has caught the 

wind of the Spirit and God is moving 

in the community! 

by Sherry Blackman (excerpted from Presbyterians Today, Oct. ‘18) 

By Judi Quiett 

Many thanks to the 16 people 

who volunteered to assist at the  

Ashland Emergency Food Bank 

(AEFB) during the months of January 

and February. You were outstanding 

in your diligence and enthusiasm. 

You were appreciated. 

Now stay tuned and ready for 

2020, when we will again help  

Friday mornings at the AEFB. 

Thanks for 
help at 
Food Bank 
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By Bob Morse, manager, Shelter  

Listening Project  

Longtime family provider and 

helper Wally Beckwith was married 

and earning a living by the time he 

was 17. Wally and Marion were 

childhood sweethearts whose  

romance strengthened over the 

years. Within the first decade and a 

half of their marriage, Wally over-

came a drug habit, became the father 

of two sons, and at times earned an 

annual salary equivalent to $140,000 

in today’s purchasing power.  

 Fellow shelter listener Steph-

anie Stewart and I chatted with  

Wally in a downtown cafe  to hear 

about the triggers and transitions 

which led to Wally’s becoming  

unhoused.  Delightfully funny and 

conversant, Wally tells how creativi-

ty and determination are turning his 

life around. 

Wally and Marion were both  

employed and active community 

members when they were shocked 

by Marion’s pancreatic cancer diag-

nosis on Christmas Eve 2014.  Wally 

maintained his job at the Oregon 

Cabaret Theatre while caretaking 

Marion during her grueling six 

months of chemo.  Marion passed 

away on August 19, 2015. 

“Having been together for 40 

years, we were like soulmates,”  

Wally mused, sadly. “I grew lonely.” 

In time Wally turned to an escort 

service, mostly to have someone to 

make dinner and join him in watch-

ing a movie.  The first of many  

escorts re-introduced Wally to meth 

which ended his twenty-five years of 

sobriety. Wally moved out of his sad 

memory-filled abode and into a  

mobile home. A subsequent eviction 

left him renting motel rooms. Insur-

ance money, which Wally placed in 

the hands of close relatives to help 

support his livelihood and not his 

habit, was misused. Likewise, the 

escorts took advantage of Wally’s 

generosity and vulnerability. Wally 

ended up on the streets, broke.  “But 

I had my street family,” Wally assert-

ed.  

The year 2017 began with 

Wally’s returning to his native South-

ern California to care for his mom 

while she underwent chemo.  During 

Wally’s seven-month stay, his older 

brother died, and his dad was also 

diagnosed with cancer. Wally’s  

parents rallied, but grief and loss 

continued. An arrest for driving  

under the influence left Wally  

vehicle-less and travel-challenged.  

Upon arriving back in Ashland, Wally 

was jailed for a month by his proba-

tion officer for having traveled out of 

state without the court’s permission.   

Most painful was word just before 

Christmas 2017 that Wally’s younger 

son had developed tumors on his 

pancreas.  

Wally took refuge in the winter 

shelters in Ashland and Medford.  He 

described how arduous it is to  

accomplish simple tasks without a 

home, car, or bus passes.  “Keeping 

appointments,” Wally explained, “is 

challenging when there aren’t public 

places to charge my cell phone.”  

Wally acknowledged that it’s even 

worse for homeless women, who are 

routinely beaten up and/or raped.   

Then halfway through 2018, 

Wally experienced his darkest  

moment of homelessness, which  

furthered the unraveling that widow-

hood began. Just after dusk Wally 

rode his bike to a secluded place 

along the creek, stopping frequently 

to ascertain that he was alone, antici-

pating peace, quiet, and slumber.  

Instead he awoke from a sleep-

turned-unconsciousness, his head 

bloody from being clobbered, with 

vague recollections of having heard 

his own unanswered screams.  His 

bike was gone. Not only did Wally 

lose his sole vehicle, but the trauma 

also intensified his hatred for being 

alone, filled him with fear, and left 

him (still) unable to sleep through 

the night. 

To Wally’s credit, he has partici-

pated in peer counseling, as well as 

grief, drug, and emotional counsel-

ing. None of these approaches has 

adequately addressed the trauma 

which underlies his loneliness and 

blocks his path back to self-suffici-  

ency. Of late, Wally has begun EMDR, 

a trauma-focused counseling modali-

ty, which, so far, promises to reach 

such a depth.  

When asked what prompted his 

When life gives you lemons, make flowers   
Putting a face on homelessness 

(continued on next page) 
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current three-and-a-half months of 

sobriety, Wally replied, “When I 

turned 59 this fall, I said ‘no more.’ I 

want my life back.” He began saying  

“yes” to his creativity when he  

became settled in winter shelter last 

year, building upon his knack for 

color-matching and teaching himself 

origami.  Making traditional peace 

doves morphed into creating self-

styled, card-stock paper flowers, 

each as unique as a snowflake. In 

keeping with the mission of this 

year’s shelter of encouraging move-

ment toward self-support, homeless-

ness advocates have recognized 

Wally’s artistic talent and commis-

sioned Wally’s handiwork as table 

centerpieces for community events 

and paper-flower bouquets as gifts 

to honor fellow advocates.   

Recognizing that homeless  

artists must carry all their craft  

supplies on their backs along with 

their life possessions, one shelter 

volunteer offered Wally a room for 

four months in which he can live, 

make and sell flowers, and save up 

rent money. Other advocates are  

assisting Wally with such start-up 

necessities as business cards, helpful 

contacts, and gentle nudges to sell 

his flowers. Wally has described his 

delight when giving them away for 

free: “It brings a smile to my lips and 

tears to my eyes.” 

“I’ve been on my own and paying 

my way since I was 17,” Wally noted.  

“The loss of my self-confidence and 

self-sufficiency has been most crush-

ing.”  Wally is en route to taking as 

good care of  himself as he has  

always done for others.  May his  

creativity set him free! 

Wally. . . . 

By Howdy Miller 

We need some fix-it men (and women)!  Our 

aging facility is in need of much TLC/

maintenance, weatherization, conservation, safe-

ty features and solutions to other problems.   

If a few of us met once or twice monthly to 

use our skills of carpentry, plumbing, electrical  

repairs and other talents to keep the buildings 

functional, we could both save money and enjoy 

the fellowship that comes by working together on 

projects. This is not Buildings and Grounds com-

mittee, just a way to serve. 

If you are interested, please contact Howdy 

Miller so we can arrange to address the first set of 

needs.   

Calling all handy persons—will you help? 





Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1  World Day of Prayer 2
1pm Presbyterian Women 10-1pm Women with Wings(CH)

3 Transfiguration of the Lord 4 5 6 7 8 9
7pm Ash Wednesday Service

1:30pm Somantics (N) 10:30-6pm Brava! Opera (CH) 1:30-7:30pm Brava! Opera (CH)
3-6pm Brava! Opera (CH) 2-4pm OLLI-Change (FR) 9am Fasting Group(Chapel) 10:30-6pm Brava! Opera (CH)
11am Tai Chi (CH) 11am Tai Chi (CH)

10  1st Sunday in Lent 11 12 13 14 15 16
Daylight Savings begins 1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 9:30am Admin & Finance 11am Tai Chi (CH) 9am Fasting Group(Chapel) 10-1pm Women with Wings(CH)
9am Bible Study (FR) 10:30-6pm Brava! Opera (CH) 10:30-6pm Brava! Opera (CH) 2:30pm Deacons 12pm Blood Drive (CH) 9:30am Finance Committee
Habitat Sunday 1:30pm Somantics (N) 5pm B & G 1:30-7:30pm Brava! Opera (CH) 2-4pm OLLI-Change (FR) 11am Tai Chi (CH) 1:30-6pm Brava! Opera (CH)
3-6pm Brava! Opera (CH) 5:45pm Men's Book Club 1:30-6pm Brava! Opera (CH)
17  2nd Sunday in Lent 18 19 20 21  Dialogue Deadline 22 23
9am Bible Study (FR)
11:30 Session 10am Westminster Circle
3-6pm Brava! Opera (CH) 9am Fasting Group(Chapel)

7pm Nadia Bolz-Weber 9am Nadia Bolz Weber
24 3rd Sunday in Lent 25 26 27 28 29 30

10-1pm Women with Wings(CH)
9am Bible Study (FR) 10am Dialogue Folding

7pm Women's Book Club 9am Fasting Group(Chapel)

31  4th Sunday in Lent
9am Bible Study (FR)
4pm Vespers Service

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat          OLLI Watercolor Nursery 10am-1pm                        Mon Realtors 8:30 Thurs (CH)
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri          OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm 1st&3rd   Tues
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat Children's Ukelele Choir Nursery 2:30pm-5:30pm             Wed
AA Fireside Room 5:30-6:30           Fri             Somantics Nursery 11am-1pm                      Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri

Weekly Building Schedule

Dan at Church Convention in Seattle



First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 626 
Ashland, OR 97520 
Return service requested 
Dated material 

First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker  Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch 

Treasurer: Trish Styer pfcashland@gmail.com  

Ruling Elders on Session: Jim Holloway, John Sager, Elaine Morgan, John Wren, Sam Alvord, Tammy Hald, Dennis Slattery 

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons:  Wendy Ray, Rick Herst, Judi Quiett, Sook-Ja Hansen, Katy Slyt, Pat Alvord, Debbie Miller, Ruth Ralls 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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