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As I sit in my office contemplat-

ing what to write about Easter, I am 

once again faced with the violence in 

our world – another mass shooting 

in our nation, another tragic loss of 

the lives of children, another sense-

less violent act, heated debates on 

what to do about guns with little  

action from any politicians, teenage 

prophets shouting in the streets, 

“Enough!”  

Isaiah 2:4 tells us that “God shall 

judge between the nations, and that 

we shall beat our swords into plow-

shares, and our spears into pruning 

hooks.” I wonder when we will final-

ly start to follow God’s ways of peace 

and beat our AR-15 assault rifles into 

providing food for those in need, our 

weapons of war into an abundant 

harvest of peace? 

Padraig O Tuama, an Irish theo-

logian who began working for peace 

in Northern Ireland during “The  

Troubles,” when Irish Protestants 

and Catholics began killing one  

another, writes in “A Prayer for 

Times of Violence,” 

God of all humanity, 

In times of violence 

We see how inhuman we can be. 

We pray for those who, today, are 

weighed down by grief. 

We pray for those who, yesterday, 

were weighed down by grief. 

And the day before,  

And all the days before the day before. 

We pray too, for those who help us 

turn towards justice and peace. 

Turn us all towards justice and peace 

Because we need it. 

So I wonder, in times of such  

violence, what hope is there in the 

message of Easter? I believe that in 

the agony of the cross, in the suffer-

ing and death, in the darkness of the 

tomb there is an answer to the  

violence. It is a stubborn hope that 

refuses to give up, refuses to remain 

silent and cries out for justice, and 

proclaims light in the darkness.  

May that stubborn hope in a  

resurrected Christ, in new life, and in 

life eternal turn us towards justice 

and peace. May that stubborn hope 

guide us as our nation journeys 

through its own “troubles,”  for 

Christ is Risen — because we need it. 
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have 

contributed to the Dialogue.  

Articles are welcome for the April 

issue. Please submit by Thursday, 

March 22. Email (preferred) to 

huntermarcia@gmail.com.   

Marcia Hunter, editor 

 

March 25 - Palm Sunday service at both 8 and 10 a.m. 

Thursday, March 29 - Maundy (Holy) Thursday service, 7 p.m. We  

will remember Christ’s last supper, hear of his betrayal and share in  

the holy meal of communion together. 

Friday, March 30 - Good Friday prayer, fasting, 9 a.m. in the chapel. 

Join us as we pray together and read of Jesus’ suffering and death. 

APRIL 1- EASTER SUNDAY! Join us at either 8 a.m. or 10 a.m. to  

worship a Risen Savior. A flower cross will celebrate new life in  

Christ. At the 10 service, there will be special music with a choir.  A  

children’s Easter egg hunt will follow during fellowship time. 

 AYC is for grades 7-12 and 

will meet in the following  

locations in March: 

 Sunday, March 5 – Trinity 

Episcopal, 5-7 p.m.,  

includes dinner 

 Friday, March 9 through 

Saturday morning March 

10 – sleepover at UCC 

church 

 Sunday, March 18 – United 

Methodist Church, 5-7 

p.m., includes dinner 

 NO MEETING MARCH 25 

March Lenten Schedule 
BIBLE STUDY – Join us for our Bible study, “Facing Racism,” on 

Wednesday mornings from 10-11 or Thursday evenings form 7-8 in 

the chapel. There will be no study on March 6-7, but we will meet all 

other Wednesdays and Thursdays in March.  A recommended 

read from Pastor Dan is the book, Dear White Christians , by Jennifer 

Harvey.  

LENTEN SMALL GROUP BOOK STUDY – See Sam Alvord’s article 

(page 4) on the book, Help, Thanks, Wow by Anne Lamott. This study is 

being organized in March and will be a great lead-in to actually seeing 

Anne in person at the end of April. 

FASTING GROUP – Join Pastor Dan on Friday mornings in a spir-

itual fast. The fast is meant to help us understand suffering, accompany 

others in their suffering, and remember Christ’s suffering for us. The 

fast lasts from sunrise to sunset, and monies which would be used in 

the purchase of food can be donated to a charity which spreads God’s 

justice. This group meets each Friday morning at 9 a.m. in the chapel 

for prayer and support. You can fast once, or try fasting each Friday. 

PASTOR DAN TO ATTEND PRESBYTERY RETREAT – Please keep 

Dan in your prayers as he attends a workshop on “The Church in Tran-

sition,” an event put on by Presbytery of the Cascades, March 5-8 at the 

By David Hall 

The First Presbyterian Men’s 

Book club is currently reading Last 

Bus to Wisdom by Ivan Doig for our 

March meeting.  We will meet on 

Thursday, March 8 at Smithfield 

Pies at 5:45 p.m. to discuss the 

book and pick our next two books. 

Last Bus to Wisdom 

Men’s Book Club pick 



Dialogue                                                           Page 3

 
By Rev. Dan Fowler 

Somewhere out on Siskiyou Blvd 

is a sign near Omar’s which reads, 

“This section of highway maintained 

by Temple Emek Shalom and the 

First Presbyterian Church of  

Ashland.”  

That sign 

got me to 

thinking and 

pondering 

reestablishing 

a relationship 

with the tem-

ple, which for 

some reason 

faded away 

years ago. So, I 

met with  

Rabbi Joshua Boettiger from the  

temple, who also noticed the same 

sign. Perhaps this was a sign from 

God? We both feel led to try to recon-

nect our two congregations and have 

developed the following plan: 

1.  On Saturday, March 17, we 

are invited to attend Shabbat 

(Sabbath) worship at the temple 

at their 10 a.m. service (a bit long-

er than ours, about two hours total). 

If you have never attended a Jewish 

service, this will be a wonderful  

opportunity for you to be exposed to 

Judaism. Following the service, we 

are invited to have a potluck lunch, 

hosted by the folks at the temple. It 

will pro-

vide time 

for us to 

ask ques-

tions and 

get to 

know one 

another 

better. 

The tem-

ple is  

located at 

1800 E. 

Main St, and I hope you will all come. 

2.  On Sunday, April 15, we will 

have ONE combined service at 10 

a.m. and invite the congregation 

from Temple Emek Shalom to join 

us for our service. Following the 

service, we will host their congrega-

tion for a potluck lunch, ask ques-

tions and get to know one another. 

(We’ll probably not have session 

convene that day, unless there is 

pressing business to attend to.) 

Twentieth century German  

theologian Karl Barth (one of my  

favorites) once said that you cannot 

separate Judaism from Christianity; 

that, in fact, the two are connected 

like a grape vine. “The Jewish people 

are the stock of the vine, and Chris-

tians are the fruit.” So let’s come  

together, break down some walls of 

division and create some meaningful 

connections. Who knows what kind 

of blessed wine we might make to-

gether? 
 

Is it a sign from above??? 

If you have ever thought about 

becoming a member of the First 

Presbyterian Church of Ashland, 

Pastor Dan will be offering a two-

session class on Sundays, March 4 

and 11 after the second service in 

the Fireside Room.  

The first week, we’ll meet  

together to share our spiritual jour-

neys, talk about the Presbyterian 

Church, learn some history about 

our congregation, and allow time for 

questions. The second Sunday,  

prospective members will meet with 

some of our elders and deacons to 

learn about how our church oper-

ates.  

Those who decide to join will do 

so at our 10 o’clock service on April 

1, Easter Sunday. If you would like 

to know more, please contact Dan at 

the church, 541-482-3536 or 

revfowler@ yahoo.com 

A new boiler for the heating  

system has been approved and 

should be installed by Rogue Boiler 

Works in time for us to worship in 

the sanctuary for the 10 o’clock  

service on Sunday, March 11.  

Thanks to the Building and 

Grounds committee, session, and all 

who gave their ideas and input to 

this important task! 

New boiler for sanctuary coming soon  

By Jill Turner 

We are starting a new tradition 

at church –– announcing the birth of 

new babies or grandbabies with a 

rose on Sunday morning.    

If you have a special birth in 

your family, write a short announce-

ment about the baby’s stats and 

send it to Susan Coghill 

along with a photo. She 

will see that the info 

gets into the bulletin 

and onto the screen.  

Then bring a rose in a vase and 

put it on the communion table or 

pulpit on Sunday morning.  

New tradition: celebrate births with a rose  
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Prayer and Problems discussion groups 
By Sam Alvord 

Our Spring Planning Team’s first 

agenda item called for a volunteer to 

make coffee.  Next up,  a person to 

round up anyone out there interest-

ed in joining a book study of an Anne 

Lamott book. You may know that 

several groups in our city have  

combined their efforts to bring her 

here at the end of April.  Relieved 

that, as the rookie on the team, I was 

not directed to the kitchen, I jumped 

at the idea of talking with folks about 

Lamott’s very short and compelling 

book: Help Thanks Wow: The Three 

Essential Prayers. 

Here is a person very anxious 

about most things life presents. And 

she does not mind telling her readers 

all her fears, sorrows, disappoint-

ments and depression.  At the same 

time, she is a person full of hope and 

a wonderfully honest embrace of the 

smallest and greatest delights which 

grow out of her faith. 

We invite all to join us to discuss 

Help Thanks Wow, along with explor-

ing some timely topics that call for 

help and some solutions which might 

inspire thanks and shouts of WOW.   

We’d like to meet in Calvin Hall 

Wednesday, March 21 at 6:30 p.m. to 

launch a five-week study leading up 

to the Friday, April 27 evening with 

Anne Lamott at the SOU Recital Hall.  

I will introduce each weekly  

topic and pose some questions and 

then we shall circle up in groups that 

I promise will be small enough for 

comfortable speaking, listening and 

silence.  

All are welcome from high 

schoolers to centenarians.   

The first discussion will focus 

around the topic of Help. 

1. How do we think, feel and act 

when we are in a season of helpless-

ness? 

2. Why is it so often hard to ask 

for help? 

3. How about the problems of 

too much helping? 

It could prove a renewing experi-

ence to enjoy Lamott’s candor and 

humor and reflect on problems we 

all share and hear about solutions we 

might crave. 

Let’s call this the “Prayer and 

Problems Group.”  The book is avail-

able at Bloomsbury and many other 

places.  At the first gathering, we 

shall try to find the best day and time 

to continue if this initial meeting 

time proves inconvenient for those 

who want to attend. 

  Bring your own coffee. 

 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing — our Lent offering 
By Elaine Morgan 

OGHS is the single largest way 

that Presbyterians come together 

every year to work for a better 

world.  This year’s offering will be 

received on Sunday, March 25 

Around the 

world, millions of 

people lack access to 

sustainable food 

sources, clean water, 

sanitation, education 

and opportunity.  The 

three programs supported by OGHS 

all work in different ways to serve 

individuals and communities in 

need.  From initial disaster response 

to ongoing community development, 

their work fits together to provide 

people with safety, sustenance, and 

hope.  Through this longstanding, 

ecumenical effort, Presbyterians 

share God’s love. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 

which works alongside communities 

as they recover 

and find hope  

after the devasta-

tion of natural or 

human-caused 

disasters and  

provides support 

for refugees, receives 32% of our 

offering. 

Presbyterian Hunger Program, 

which takes action to alleviate  

hunger and care for creation,  

receives 36% of our offering. 

Self-Development of People, 

which invests in communities  

responding to their experiences of 

oppression, poverty and injustice 

and educates Presbyterians about 

the impact of these issues, receives 

32% of our offering. 

Thank you for supporting OGHS, 

an offering that responds in over 100 

countries directly to the needs God 

has called us to fulfill in Isaiah 58. 

If we all do a little, it adds up to a 

lot!  Please participate in the One 

Great Hour of Sharing on Sunday, 

March 25, or you may send your 

check marked “One Great Hour of 

Sharing” to the church office. 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

1 – Marilyn Wright 

1 – Sean Cleveland 

3 – Randy Cleveland 

3 – David Dryland 

7 – Kathy Oyler 

7 – Wendy Ray 

8 – Susan Coghill 

12 – Gene Wright 

17- Simone Wren 

19 – Shirley Patton 

20 – Marjorie Bulkley 

24 – Laurel Sager 

25 – Ryan Cleveland 

26 – Doug Hansen 

28 – Pamela Barndt 

28 – Ed Laskos 

31 – Tudy Maddox 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

2 – Neil and Erlene Martin 

22 – Raoul and Tudy Maddox 

22 – Jim and Marcia Hunter 

By Marilyn Wright 

You are all invited to join Build-

ings and Grounds on Saturday, 

March 24, from 9 until noon, as we 

clean and spruce up our campus. 

Easter is coming and we plan to 

have everything sparkling and 

clean.  Please join us since many 

hands makes quick work! You are all 

welcome and we are happy to have 

you.  Even if you have only 15 

minutes, we will be happy.  There 

will also be a time for snacks and 

fellowship.   

Please bring gloves and any tools 

you might need.  We will be cleaning 

inside and out. Many thanks! 

Session notes for February 
By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

 The February session meeting 

was held at 11:30 on Sunday, Feb. 

18.  Howdy Miller has resigned from 

session and from the B and G 

Committee.  Many thanks to Howdy 

for his faithful service to this church. 

Trish Styer, treasurer,  brought 

good news that our receipts 

exceeded expenditures for the 

month of January. Dan will again ask 

members to pay their per capita and 

explain why it is different from the 

regular pledge.  

Our contributions to Partners in 

Mission Giving of the Presbyterian 

Church have been inching up over 

the last few years ($10,125 in 2017) 

to a current 4.2%, after being cut in 

2010 from 7.5% to 3.1%.  Session 

decided to send the local portion of 

$152 from the 2017 Peacemaking 

Offering to the Lomakatsi Restor-

ation Project, which does ecological 

projects in our area. 

We have received three bids 

from local boiler services to restore 

the heat in the sanctuary. (See up-

date in article on page 3.) Randy 

Cleveland will spearhead getting the 

new boiler into place. Jim Holloway 

is following up on a request to check 

on the erratic heat in Calvin Hall as 

well. 

Spring team is planning several 

events noted in articles in this Dia-

logue: a small group activity, partner-

ship with Temple Emek Shalom,  and 

One Great Hour of Sharing. Gifts of 

Women Sunday has been moved to 

April 22.  

It was noted with sadness 

that two of our members  

recently died: Don Laws in  

December and Charles Howe 

on Feb. 8. Our condolences 

and prayers go out to their 

families. 

Spring 

workday 

March 24 

— be there! 

Driving Dan and Marjorie 
The Bulkleys have moved to 

the Springs at Anna Maria (822 

Golf View Drive, Medford), but 

they still want to be part of our 

church family.  Very soon that’s 

going to get harder because 

Marjorie won’t be driving any-

more.   

If you can provide them 

(and their walkers) with a ride 

to and from our 10 a.m. worship 

service in March, April or May, 

please contact Susan in the 

church office to be scheduled —

and reminded the Friday before. 

Pick up will be at 9:15 on Sun-

day and return after coffee hour 

at about 11:45.  

The job is pretty easy and 

the reward is great – we get to 

see Dan and Marjorie every 

week! 
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 By Virginia King 

We have some new titles on 

the church library shelves: 

 The Bible in Time . . . on the

Bible study shelf. 

 Muslims, Christians and

Jesus by Carl Medearis: Understand-

ing the world of Islam and over-

coming the fears that divide us. On 

the world religion shelf. He relates 

his times of living among Muslims, 

his great love for the  

people. The common ground is  

Jesus who is mentioned many 

times in the Qu’ran. 

 Jerusalem, Jerusalem by 

James Carroll, an amazing book of 

the history of Jerusalem and how it 

has affected history and continues 

to do so. 

 Gift From the Sea, a book of

meditations by Anne Morrow 

Lindbergh. 

 Shame-Less Lives,  Grace-

Full Congregations by Karen 

McClintock. 

 

By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club is reading Jane Austen’s Sense and Sensibility 

for their March selection, since many members plan to see the OSF perfor-

mance this season.  They will meet to discuss the book on Monday, March 

26 at 7 p.m. at the home of Sue Sager. 

According to the Jane Austen Centre, “The story revolves around Elinor 

and Marianne, two daughters of Mr. Dashwood by his second wife. When 

their father dies, the family estate 

passes to John, an older half-

brother, and the Dashwood  

women are left with reduced 

circumstances.  

      The novel follows the Dash-

wood sisters to their new home, a 

cottage on a distant relative’s 

property, where they experience 

both romance and heartbreak. 

      The contrast between the 

sisters’ characters is eventually 

resolved. Some believe that the 

book’s title describes how Elinor 

and Marianne find a balance  

between sense and sensibility in 

life and in love.” 

      Please join us for a lively dis-

cussion and snacks. 

By Barbara Marsh 

Westminister Circle will con-

tinue their Horizon study Cloud of 

Witnesses, Lesson 6, at the home of 

Barbara Marsh on March 15 at 10 
am.

We will be reminded by 

Hebrews that we share cross-

bearing with Jesus and that Jesus 

stands with us in our pain. 

As always, guests are most wel-

come. 

By Marilyn Mobley 

Elsie Nelson Circle will meet 

at the home of Marilyn Mobley on 

Monday, March 12 at 1 p.m. We will 

be studying Lesson 7 of our study 

guide Cloud of Witnesses: The Com-

munity of Christ in Hebrews. Visitors 

are welcome to join us. 

Circles to meet in March 

Book Club reading Sense and Sensibility 

See church website for registration. 
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Coming soon —  

online giving option.  

Click donate on the 

home page of the  

church website. 

Thanks for your gifts! 

Luke 19:37 — 20:8 

When Jesus came near Jerusa-

lem, at the place where the road 

went down to the Mount of Olives, 

the large crowd of his disciples  

began to thank God and praise him 

in loud voices for all the 

great things that they had 

seen: “God bless the king 

who comes in the name 

of the Lord! Peace in 

heaven and glory to God!” 

Then some of the 

Pharisees in the crowd 

spoke to Jesus. “Teacher,” 

they said, “command your disciples 

to be quiet!” 

Jesus answered, “I tell you that if 

they keep quiet, the stones them-

selves will start shouting.” 

Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem 

He came closer to the city, and 

when he saw it, he wept over 

it, saying, “If you only knew today 

what is needed for peace! But now 

you cannot see it! The time will 

come when your enemies will  

surround you with barricades, 

blockade you, and close in on you 

from every side. They will com-

pletely destroy you and the people 

within your walls; not a single stone 

will they leave in its place, 

because you did not recog-

nize the time when God 

came to save you!” 

Jesus Goes to the Temple 

Then Jesus went into the 

Temple and began to drive 

out the merchants, saying to 

them, “It is written in the Scriptures 

that God said, ‘My Temple will be a 

house of prayer.’ But you have 

turned it into a hideout for thieves!” 

Every day Jesus taught in the 

Temple. The chief priests, the teach-

ers of the Law, and the leaders of 

the people wanted to kill him, but 

they could not find a way to do it, 

because all the people kept listening 

to him, not wanting to miss a single 

word. 

Question about Jesus' Authority 

One day when Jesus was in the 

Temple teaching the people and 

preaching the Good News, the chief 

priests and the teachers of the Law, 

together with the elders, came and 

said to him, “Tell us, what right do 

you have to do these things? Who 

gave you such right?” 

Jesus answered them, “Now let 

me ask you a question. Tell me, did 

John's right to baptize come from 

God or from human beings?” 

They started to argue among 

themselves, “What shall we say? If 

we say, ‘From God,’ he will say, 

‘Why, then, did you not believe 

John?’ But if we say, ‘From human 

beings,’ this whole crowd here will 

stone us, because they are con-

vinced that John was a prophet.” So 

they answered, “We don't know 

where it came from.” 

And Jesus said to them, “Neither 

will I tell you, then, by what right I 

do these things.” 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

Bible verses for March 

Haiku Cor-

ner 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 World Day of Prayer 3

1pm Presbyterian Women
9am Fasting guidance 10am-1pm Women w/Wings (CH)

11am-6pm Brava!Opera (CH) 11am-6pm Brave!Opera (S) 11am-2pm Brave!Opera (S)
3pm-6pm Brava!Opera (CH)

4  3rd Sunday of Lent 5 6 7 8 9 10
11:15am New Member Class 11am Membership 1pm Spring Team Meeting

9am Fasting guidance
11am-6pm Brava!Opera (CH) 11am-6pm Brava!Opera (CH) 11am-6pm Brava!Opera (CH) 12 pm Blood Drive 9:30pm-9pm Brava!Opera (CH) 10am-1pm Women w/Wings (CH)

3pm-6pm Brava!Opera (CH) 7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH) 5:45pm Men's Book Club 2pm-9pm Brava!Opera (CH)
11  4th Sunday of Lent 12 13 14 15 16 17
Daylight Savings Begins 1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 9am Admin & Finance 10am Westminster Cirlce 9am Fasting guidance
11:15am New Member Class 2:30pm Deacons Worship at Emek Shalom

4:30 pm B&G 10am-1pm Women w/Wings (CH)

7pm-10pm Brava!Opera (CH) 7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH) 10-11am Bible Study 7-8pm Bible Study
18  5th Sunday in Lent 19 20 21 22 Dialogue Entries Due 23 24

9am Fasting guidance
9-Noon Work Day

11:30 Session
7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH) 10-11am Bible Study 7-8pm Bible Study

25  Palm Sunday 26  Monday of Holy Week 27  Tuesday of Holy Week 28 Wednesday of Holy Week 29  Maundy Thursday 30  Good Friday 31 Great Vigil of Easter
10am Dialogue Folding 9am Fasting guidance

One Great Hour of Sharing 5pm Community Dinner
7pm Women's Book Club

7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH)

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat          Preschool       Lower Calvin Hall 9:00am - 12:00pm     M - F
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri          Realtors Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am       Thurs
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat          OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm 1st & 3rd Tues
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon          OLLI Watercolor Nursery 10am-1pm Fri
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri         AA Workshop Fireside Room 11am -12pm               Sat

Weekly Building Schedule

Dan at Menucha

Dan gone
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A welcoming and affirming congregation 
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We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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