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When is the right time to reopen the church? 
Your session met on May 21 to 

begin discussing the possibility of 

how and when to open 

up the church. We had a 

long and careful deliber-

ation and have decided 

to follow the governor’s 

protocols.  We are  

currently in phase one. If 

we get to phase two, 

sometime in mid-June, 

we will open the office 

for part of the week. If 

we get to phase three, 

sometime this fall and can guarantee  

people’s safety, we’ll slowly and 

carefully find ways to worship  

together again.  Most of the other 

congregations in Ashland are think-

ing along the same lines.  

Why not open things up now, as 

at least ten churches from Oregon 

are calling for in their lawsuit against 

the governor? Even the president, as 

of today (May 23), is calling for 

churches to open back up. According 

to ABC News, framing the reopening 

of churches as “important in terms of 

the psyche of our country,” Trump 

told reporters Thursday that he was 

urging the Centers for Disease  

Control and Prevention to issue guid-

ance specific to places of worship as 

soon as possible. 

“I said I want the churches to 

open, the people want the churches 

to open, and I think you'll have 

something come down very soon,  

 

from CDC. We want to get our 

churches back.”  

       Why not open our 

doors and start  

worshiping again? After 

all, we are an essential 

part of the fabric of our 

nation. Worshiping  

together can give us 

hope. So, is it really time 

to open again? 

       There are important 

things for us to remem-

ber as Christians. First 

and foremost, Jesus reminded us that 

the most important things to do in 

faith are to “Love the Lord your God 

with all of your heart, mind, and 

strength. The second is like it: Love 

your neighbor as yourself. There is 

no greater commandment than 

these.” (Mark 12:30-31)  

Right now, we show that we love 

God and our neighbor by wearing a 

mask. We show that we love God and 

our neighbor by not coming together 

physically and thereby potentially 

becoming a hot spot for the virus and 

spreading it. We show God’s love for 

our surrounding community by  

being responsible, being concerned 

for those around us, and for now, 

remaining closed for worship in our 

sanctuary. 

Freedom and liberty have also 

been mentioned by leaders of some 

of the churches as reasons to reopen. 

Again, for the Christian, we must be  

 

careful with our freedom.  Galatians 

5:13-14 says, “You, my brothers and 

sisters, were called to be free. But do 

not use your freedom to indulge the 

flesh; rather, serve one another  

humbly in love. For the entire law is 

fulfilled in keeping this one  

command: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’”   

Rev. Jest Kass, pastor of a UCC 

church in Pennsylvania writes, “Our 

freedom, from Galatians, is not about 

our own liberation of doing whatev-

er we want to do. Freedom, I would 

argue, is rarely about doing whatev-

er I personally want to do. Freedom 

is about what is best for the whole 

community. Freedom is about how 

we humbly care for one another.” 

Finally, I want to remind you 

that, although our buildings have 

been closed since March 25, the 

church has NEVER been closed.  Acts 

17:24 reminds us, “The God who 

made the world and everything in it, 

who is Lord of heaven and earth, 

does not live in shrines built by  

human hands.” God’s Spirit lives in 

us and is out in the world. We ARE 

the church, wherever we are. By each 

act of showing love to a neighbor, by 

each act of serving one another  

humbly in love, you proclaim the fact 

that the church has been, is now and 

forever will be OPEN. 

In Christ, 
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The Dialogue 
 Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the July issue. Please submit by Thursday, June 18.  Email 

(preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com      Marcia Hunter, editor 

If the State of Oregon is able to 

move into phase 2 of the governor’s 

plan, we are tentatively planning on 

reopening our 

church office on 

Monday, June 15. 

For now, both  

Susan and Dan plan 

on being available 

in the office on that 

day. Dan will  

resume normal office visits, or he 

would also be willing to visit you on 

your front porch.  

 

If things remain stable, we will 

open up to small groups to meet 

again, with strict social distancing 

and masks in place.           

We will also be  

installing a Plexiglas 

shield on Susan’s 

desk and have hand 

sanitizing stations 

available throughout 

the church facility.    

We ask that anyone who comes to 

the office wear a mask but remain at 

home should they exhibit any symp-

toms. 

It’s time for a poll 
We would like to know from 

our congregation if, when, and 

how you would be comfortable 

coming back together in worship. 

Please look for a Mail Chimp  

survey in your email inbox in  

early June.  

 If you are 

without 

email, 

please call 

Pastor Dan 

at home 

and let him 

know your 

thoughts, 

or contact an elder or your parish 

deacon. 

Small group gatherings? 
Would you be interested in  

being part of a small group Zoom 

gathering, or possibly meeting  

together in person with proper  

social distancing? Groups could 

come together online or in-person 

to meet regularly on church 

grounds or in homes.   

If that interests you, please let 

Pastor Dan or one of your church 

elders or deacons know. We will try 

to put some groups together this 

summer. 

Need tech help? 
Is it difficult for you to figure 

out how to worship or gather for 

fellowship online? Do Zoom and 

YouTube just confuse you?  

If so, we have folks who are 

willing to help and give you  

personal tech support. Contact 

Pastor Dan or Susan via phone or 

email and let them know. You 

will get connected to receive  

expert advice from folks in our 

own congregation. 

Church office could reopen in June 

By Jill Turner 

As treasurer, I want to keep 

the members and friends of First 

Presbyterian Church informed 

about our finances.   

During the first third of 2020 

our revenue exceeded expendi-

tures by $24,000. This is due to 

both lower expenses and higher 

revenues. Most of our members 

and friends are current on their 

pledge or have paid their 2020 

pledge in full.   

That deserves a big THANK 

YOU, thank you, and thanks 

again.  While our immediate cash 

flow is good, we expect lower 

revenue later in the year, so it’s 

great to have this cushion. 

Treasurer’s 

Corner 
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By Marilyn and Gene Wright 

Now is a good time  to stop by 

the church to help tame the weed 

growth.  Just bring a good drink, 

snack, gloves, and garbage bags to 

arm yourself  for the fight.   

Now that the rain has come, the 

plants (weeds) love it and are  

happy to grow.  Since our workdays 

have been canceled, you are all 

welcome any time to have your way 

with the naughty weeds.   

We will love to see the results. 

The Buildings and Grounds Commit-

tee appreciates all you do. Thank 

you very much. 

Feel free to get outdoors and pull weeds! 

By Marcia Hunter 

Session met by Zoom in May to 

take care of business as well as 

planning for the eventual reopening 

of our buildings.  

Treasurer Jill Turner reported 

that we are in great shape financial-

ly, as many of our members and 

friends have pre-paid their pledges 

for the year. Others have taken  

advantage of Pay Pal as a way to 

keep up-to-date. Even AA has paid 

some of their use fees. The Paycheck 

Protection Loan is covering payroll 

costs.  We still don’t know what the 

outlook is for the fall, since the  

biggest issue is the loss of income 

from building use fees, but for now, 

things look good. 

Session members feel that we 

are not yet ready to reopen, and we 

should be cautious about premature 

reopening, in line with most other 

local churches. All agree that we 

should be more safe than sorry,  

following what scientists say and 

not setting a date to reopen to avoid 

becoming a virus hotspot and a  

danger to the community. 

When Oregon phase two begins, 

we could possibly open the office 

part-time. Outreach to those in need 

is essential, so we could again assist 

with rent, utilities, etc.  

Things will look a lot different 

when we are finally able to worship 

together again. We are looking at 

two services in the sanctuary to 

spread out and limit numbers to 25 

with no communal singing, sharing 

communion, prayer stations, pass-

ing the peace,  or offering plates. 

Hand sanitizer stations will be set 

up inside each building.  

At the same time, we will keep 

filming the service for those who 

don’t want to attend in person.  

Presbytery has given each 

church a $1000 mission stimulus 

check to spend however we decide.  

Creative ideas, perhaps ways to 

increase the amount and benefit our 

community, are welcome. Dan will 

talk more about this on Sundays. 

A bid has been accepted for  

repair of the deck outside Dan’s  

office to be completed by the middle 

of June.  The handyman who is  

doing the work has chosen our 

church as the recipient of a much-

reduced charge for his labor as a 

donation. 

Dan’s request for time off from 

June 13-16, with Sam Alvord 

preaching, was approved by session.  

He and Paula will take a much-

needed vacation. 

 

May session meeting notes 

By Elaine Morgan 

The One Great Hour of Sharing 

(OGHS) offering is the single, largest 

way that Presbyterians come togeth-

er every year to work for a better 

world.  Plans for receiving our OGHS 

offering have changed.  Instead of 

waiting until we worship together 

again in person, the offering will be 

received the first Sunday in July. 

The three programs supported 

by One Great Hour of Sharing––

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the 

Presbyterian Hunger Program, and 

Self-Development of People––all 

work in different ways to serve indi-

viduals and communities in need.  

From initial disaster response to  

ongoing community development, 

their work fits together to provide 

people with safety, sustenance, and 

hope. 

A special appeal for additional 

funds to support Presbyterian Disas-

ter Assistance has been received.  

PDA is already at work with presby-

teries and its network of partners to 

rush critical aid to those who are 

suffering as a result of COVID-19.  

PDA is providing vital provisions 

where needed such as food and  

water, hygiene and sanitation  

supplies, training, and more. 

Please turn all that change you 

have been saving for the OHGS offer-

ing into paper and send your check 

to FPC Ashland with OGHS noted in 

the memo line.  If you would like to 

make an additional offering to the 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 

please send an additional check with 

PDA noted in the memo line. 

One Great 

Hour of  

Sharing on 

July 5 
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Let’s See 

Haiku Corner 

Tiny pink petals-- 

who does their pollinating? 

Bees go for big blooms. 

 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 

 

First let us praise Jill Turner.  

What a piece of work, this sister of 

ours!  She took on the church financ-

es last year with a blend of passion, 

confidence, competence, and gleeful-

ness.  She hopped on board the  

government gravy train to ensure we 

meet our obligations to our profes-

sional staff’s salaries, and now she is 

pulling on her tool belt to help a local 

craftsman restore the corner of the 

administration deck recently ignited 

and thankfully quickly extinguished. 

Candidate Biden wants a woman V.P. 

to run with him.  Should he vet Jill? 

Next on our June Praise Docket: 

let’s all raise a glass to each of you 

who first of all made a pledge back in 

2019 to support our church.  Also to 

the high number who have already 

fulfilled the pledge in advance to 

make sure First Pres not only stays 

afloat but, as Clerk Marcia wrote to 

me the other night after our Session 

Zoom (have you ever pondered the 

similarity of that word with  

Zombie?),  “Our budget is sitting 

pretty as we ride out this thing.”  

Standing ovation! 

 Jill’s financial report was the 

high point of our bloodless meeting.  

Except for the online celebration 

hosted by George King in which we 

venerated Sir Lawrence on the 

launching of his tenth decade,  I 

came away from a parade of five 

Zooms last week, including dealing 

with ESD and Pinehurst budgets,  

imagining what it might feel like to 

be embalmed of all emotions.  How I 

long to sit in a room with you and 

others and just be friendly and  

present! Don’t you? 

So, here’s the deal: when we 

can’t act in the present and presence 

of those we love and want to help, 

let’s not forget that to share our 

money is a gift of spiritual maturity.  

Thus, last night’s note from Captain 

Elaine of the Spring Team. Remem-

ber us, we are the guys and gals who 

put on the Mardi Gras breakfast as a 

kickoff of our season of Lent and in 

anticipation of another such convivi-

al feast to hail Easter? About ten 

minutes after we put away the last 

dish the edict came that has frozen 

us in place like the work of the White  

 

Witch in The 

Lion, the 

Witch and the 

Wardrobe. 

Elaine tells us we are responsible 

for distributing donations to One 

Great Hour of Sharing, the mission 

fund, and the Pentecost offering.  

Each team member gets to suggest 

where and how much. 

 I  suggested that we consider 

giving a gift to the Walker Elemen-

tary School Parent Teacher Organi-

zation.  Walker is the only Title One 

school in Ashland.  That is govern-

ment-speak.  In Presbyterian speak it 

means a Matthew 25 school.  It is our 

neighborhood public school and, like 

all public schools, it will take a big hit 

this budget year.  If it were up to me, 

I would give both the Pentecost and 

the other $500 mission portion to 

affirm the staff and our neighbor-

hood kids and parents. 

 I was teary and impressed the 

other day when I drove by and saw 

the banners in front of Walker which 

read: “We are all in this together.”   I 

would like to have our church  

endorse that approach to our current 

world-wide tragedy when others are 

electing to make an act of nature into 

an occasion to increase contention 

and partisanship by declaring in  

essence, “Your end of the canoe is 

sinking.”  

I should probably stop raving 

now and just acknowledge that this 

column is the work of the Steward-

ship Committee, whose mandate is 

to encourage people to give away 

their money.  Thanks for putting up 

with me. 

 

Chipping in . . .               By Sam Alvord 

June Birthdays 

 

11 – Mike McCollom 

12 – Neil Martin 

13 – Barbie Breneiser 

16 – Bill Sager 

16 – Elaine Morgan 

17 – Sharon Laws 

22 – Cathy Gerbracht 

26 – Michael Morris 

26 – John Sager 

 

June Anniversaries 

 

18 – Bill and Sue Sager––65th 

20 – Sam and Pat Alvord—50th 

20 – Dan and Paula Fowler  

27 – Kent and Amy Patton   
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Women’s Book 
Club reading 
Emma 
By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club is 

moving ahead into the unknown 

future that is June.  Our next book 

is the classic Emma by Jane  

Austen.  We are scheduled to 

meet on Monday, June 29, most 

likely by Zoom, but who knows? 

So much has been written 

about Emma that it is hard to 

know where to begin.  Depending 

on who you read, Emma is a silly 

period piece with an irritating 

protagonist––or it’s a master-

piece of fine writing which intro-

duced a new kind of third-person 

narration that simultaneously 

gets into a character’s head while 

commenting on her actions from 

a distance. 

Emma is a first-class busy-

body who meddles in the lives of 

others with humorous and some-

times disastrous results.  Again, 

depending on who you read, she 

either learns her lesson and is 

sorry for her misdeeds, or she 

hasn’t changed a bit by the end.  

A new movie version of  

Emma was released recently, but if 

you don’t feel like buying it on 

streaming services, there is  

always the spoof “Clueless” on 

Netflix.   

This book should provide a  

wonderful springboard for  

discussion.  Stay tuned for more 

definite plans. 

Haiku Corner 

Globe top, fuzzy leaves, 

red poppy blooms tomorrow. 

Not the sleepy kind. 

 

By Poet Robb 

By Pat Alvord 

Because of  COVID-19, the  

Ashland Emergency Food Bank will 

not be permitted to collect June 

green bag donations. Nonetheless, 

they are committed to providing 

food for their clientele.   

As the new liaison between our 

church and AEFB, I encourage folks 

to consider sending a financial  

contribution which will be used to 

buy food until the monthly food 

drives are allowed to occur.  

Thanks! 

Send donations to:  

AEFB 

PO Box 3578 

Ashland, OR 97520 

Foodbank update 

A Prayer 

In you, Father almighty, we have our preservation and our bliss. 

In you, Christ, we have our restoring and our saving. 

You are our mother, brother, and Savior.   

In you, our Lord the Holy Spirit, is marvelous and plenteous grace. 

You are our clothing; for love you wrap us and embrace us. 

 

You are our maker, our lover, our keeper. 

Teach us to believe that, by your grace, all shall be well  

and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well.   

Amen 

 

Submitted by Carol Horton 
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Psalm 27–– A Prayer of Praise 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

    I will fear no one. 

The Lord protects me from all danger; 

                                          I will never be afraid. 

When evil people attack me and try to kill me, 
    they stumble and fall. 
Even if a whole army surrounds me, 
    I will not be afraid; 
even if enemies attack me, 
    I will still trust God.  

I have asked the Lord for one thing; 
    one thing only do I want: 
to live in the Lord's house all my life, 
    to marvel there at his goodness, 
    and to ask for his guidance. 
In times of trouble he will shelter me; 
    he will keep me safe in his Temple 
    and make me secure on a high rock. 
So I will triumph over my enemies around me. 
    With shouts of joy I will offer sacrifices in his Temple; 
    I will sing, I will praise the Lord. 

Hear me, Lord, when I call to you! 
    Be merciful and answer me! 
When you said, “Come worship me,” 
I answered, “I will come, Lord.” 
Don't hide yourself from me! 

Don't be angry with me; 
    don't turn your servant away. 
You have been my help; 
    don't leave me, don't abandon me, 
    O God, my savior. 
My father and mother may abandon me, 
    but the Lord will take care of me. 

Teach me, Lord, what you want me to do, 
    and lead me along a safe path, 
    because I have many enemies. 
Don't abandon me to my enemies, 
    who attack me with lies and threats. 

I know that I will live to see 
    the Lord's goodness in this present life. 
Trust in the Lord. 
    Have faith, do not despair. 
Trust in the Lord. 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

It is hard to fathom that we may not be able to sing  

together in worship, to praise God with our voices until 

sometime in 2021.  Here’s a prayer by Associate Pastor 

Rev. Linda Kurtz  (from Presbyterian Outlook). 

 

Creator God, 

Since You formed us in Your image, 

we humans have been singing. 

After You led them out of slavery, 

Moses and Miriam and all Your people sang songs of 

thanksgiving. 

After You sent an angel to tell Mary of her son, 

she sang her praise, 

her soul magnifying the Lord. 

How can we keep from singing? 

Sing to the Lord a new song; 

I will sing to the Lord all my life, 

Making music from my heart to the Lord. 

I will sing with my spirit, 

but I will also sing with my understanding. 

How can we keep from singing? 

And yet, here we are, 

Faced with a health crisis that is forcing us 

to stop singing, 

to cease using the lungs and mouths 

and very air You created to make music, 

to respond to all that You have done in this world 

to use our energy, intelligence, imagination and love for 

Your glory. 

And so, we pray for the singers, 

for those You gifted with voices high and low, tentative 

and powerful, and with music like the psalmists. 

How can they keep from singing? 

Comfort them, O God, 

and move us all to bear witness to their grief. 

Soothe their song-filled souls 

until they can sing in wonder 

and worship and give thanks once more; 

until their hearts are so filled with music 

and the world is safe again 

that they cannot keep from singing. 

Amen. 

June Bible verses 

A Prayer for Singers 
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By Jane Kenyon 

 

Let the light of late afternoon 

shine through the chinks in the barn, moving 

up the bales as the sun moves down. 

 

Let the cricket take up chafing 

as a woman takes up her needles 

and her yarn. Let evening come. 

 

Let dew collect on the hoe abandoned 

in long grass. Let the stars appear 

and the moon disclose her silver horn. 

 

 

Let the fox go back to its sandy den. 

Let the wind die down. Let the shed 

go black inside. Let evening come. 

 

To the bottle in the ditch, to the scoop 

in the oats, to air in the lung 

let evening come. 

 

Let it come, as it will, and don’t 

be afraid. God does not leave us 

comfortless, so let evening come. 

 

Submitted by Carol Horton 

Let Evening Come 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6

7pm Women's Book Club
via Zoom

7  Trinity Sunday 8 9 10 11 12 13
10am Streaming Service
11am Zoom Fellowship 2:30pm Finance via Zoom

5pm Deacons via Zoom
12pm Blood Drive(CH)

14 15 16 17 18  Dialogue Entries Due 19 20
10am Streaming Service
11am Zoom Fellowship 5:30pm Session via Zoom
Birthday Sunday

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Father's Day
10am Streaming Service
11am Zoom Fellowship

28 29 30
10am Streaming Service
11am Zoom Fellowship

7pm Women's Book Club
via Zoom

Weekly Building Schedule



 

First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 626 
service requested 
Dated material 

First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker       Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net  Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch wendy@mcanin.ch 

Treasurer: Jill Turner jillbturner73@gmail.com 

Ruling Elders on Session: Elaine Morgan, Jim Holloway, John Wren, Sam Alvord, Tammy Hald, Dennis Slattery, Cathy Gerbracht  

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Deacons:  Denise Deneaux, Gail Johnson, Shirley Patton, Pat Alvord, Debbie Miller, Ruth Ralls, Rick Herst, Paul Lewis  

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 

 


	June 2020 Calendar.pdf
	June


