
Volume 59, No. 6  June, 2019
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Pastor’s ponderings: ‘If it walks like a duck. . . ’ 
At our session meeting last 

month, we voted to become what is 

called a “Matthew 25 Church.” This 

movement has just begun within the 

PC(USA), and I am excited to 

have our congregation be a 

part of a new national move-

ment! Below is some infor-

mation to explain session’s  

decision to embrace this move-

ment, from the  Presbyterian 

Outlook “Matthew 25 Church” 

website. 

What is a Matthew 25 

church? 

“Matthew 25:31–46 calls all 

of us to actively engage in the 

world around us, so our faith comes 

alive and we wake up to new possibili-

ties. Convicted by this passage, both 

the 222nd and 223rd General Assem-

blies (2016 and 2018) exhorted the  

PC(USA) to act boldly and compas-

sionately to serve people who are hun-

gry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor. 

“By accepting the Matthew 25 

invitation, you can help our denomi-

nation become a more relevant pres-

ence in the world. We recognize 

Christ’s urgent 

call to be a 

church of  

action, where 

God’s love,  

justice and 

mercy shine 

forth and are 

contagious. 

And we rejoice 

how our  

re-energized 

faith can unite 

all Presbyteri-

ans for a common and holy purpose: 

our common identity to do mission.” 

Our church has a real, vital heart-

beat for mission. It is one of the 

things that sets us apart from some 

other churches. Aligning ourselves to 

a movement based upon Matthew 

25:31-46 (For I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me drink, I was a stranger and 

you welcomed me. . . ) matches our 

DNA so well. As one session member 

said, “Well, if it walks like a Matthew 

25 church, and talks like a Matthew 

25 church. . . .” 

Over the next few months, I’ll be 

offering some study opportunities 

for us as a congregation to explore 

this profound passage of scripture, to 

see how it can help mold and shape 

our church’s future, and to help us 

walk our walk and talk our talk. 

In Christ, 

Volunteers are needed to help 

support the Presbytery meeting 

June 28-29 at our church.  If you can 

help with set up, clean up, serving a 

meal, working as a greeter, or taking 

lunch tickets, please contact the 

church office:  541-482-3536,  

presbyashland@yahoo.com  

We need you! 

2—June church events, Mosaic of 

Peace trip to Israel/Palestine 

3—Gaza Strip missions, Spring 

Planning Team wrap-up 

4—Session, Haiku Corner 

5—Honor the King, Workday 

6—Great Shape fundraiser, Birth-

days,  Book Club, Circles 

7—Abigail Fowler, Bible, Camp 

8—John and Kathy Sager mission 

trip 

9—Laundry Love, Men’s Book 

Club 
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The Dialogue 
     Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the July issue. Please submit by Thursday, June 20.  Email 

(preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com 

      Marcia Hunter, editor 

June 2 –– State Representative 

Pam Marsh forum after the 10 

o’clock service. Please join us as 

Pam (Barbara Marsh’s daughter)  

fills us in on what’s happening at the 

state capitol, with current legislation 

and answers to your questions.  

June 5 and 26 –– Look for summer 

back porch Bible study Wednes-

day mornings at 10 a.m. in June, July, 

and August (June 5 and 26 only, as 

Dan will be gone the other Wednes-

day mornings in June). 

June 9 –– Graduate Celebration 

Sunday at the 10 o’clock service.  

We will celebrate our high school 

graduate from Ashland High, Abigail 

Fowler, with a special gift during 

worship and a cake for fellowship. 

 

June 9 –– Long Range Planning 

Open Forum after BOTH the 8 a.m. 

and 10 a.m. services. Members of 

the Long Range Planning Team will 

be there to listen to your concerns 

and answer questions. 

June 16 –– 

Guest minister 

Rev.  Dr. Karen 

McClintock will 

be preaching at 

both the 8 a.m. 

and 10 a.m.  

services. She is 

filling in for  

Pastor Dan while he travels in  

Scotland, June 11-20. 

June 28-29 –– Church to host  

presbytery meeting (article on 

page 1). 

July, August, September –– session 

meeting date, time change.  For the 

months of July, August and  

September, session will meet on the 

third Thursday of the month at 5 p.m.  

Session will not meet in June. In Sep-

tember, we will reevaluate this new 

time slot to see how it works for our 

church elders. 

Consider taking a trip to  

Palestine/Israel to attend the Mosaic 

of Peace conference, put on by the 

Presbyterian Peacemaking program 

in March of 2020.  It would be great 

if we at First Pres could send a  

contingent on this trip.  

At this point, Dan has it on his 

calendar and really hopes to go. And 

Rev. Mark and Cheryl Goodman  

Morris, who spoke at our church last 

year and are local, will be leading the 

trip. 

Cheryl and Mark wrote, “We 

would love to have you (Dan) and 

some folks from the Ashland church 

join us!” 

Take a look at the info and  

consider this intriguing opportunity: 

https:www.presbyterianmission. 

org/ministries/peacemaking/

mosaic/ 

FPC ushers in summer with special events 

Mosaic of Peace trip to Palestine/Israel in March 2020 a possibility 
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By Pastor Dan Fowler 

At the May session meeting, in 

order to support the Palestinian  

people and their right to existence, 

session voted to spend our yearly 

$1,000 International Mission funds 

on two different organizations in  

Palestine, Dar al-Kalima University 

and the Noor Women’s Collective. 

“Dar al-Kalima University College 

of Arts and Culture is an institution of 

higher education in Bethlehem that 

offers advanced training in visual and 

performing arts as well as  

Palestinian cultural heritage, design 

and tourism-related studies. The  

University College, providing a vital 

accredited resource for higher  

education in non-traditional disci-

plines, was founded in 2006 as a 

community college and re-accredited 

by the Palestinian Ministry of Higher 

Education in April 2013 as a univer-

sity college. 

 

“Dar al-Kalima University College 

seeks to equip its students with vital 

skills for the 21st century job market 

through a comprehensive system of 

human resource development that 

reflects Palestine’s emerging needs. 

Dar al-Kalima University College is 

committed to building a culture of 

democracy, critical thinking and free 

expression, thus contributing to the 

strengthening of the civil society in 

Palestine” (from the school’s  

website). 

Noor Women’s Empowerment 

Group is “a grassroots independent 

 

project created by and for refugee 

women from Aida and al-Azzeh refu-

gee camps (Bethlehem, Palestine) 

who have children with disabilities 

and/or are solely in charge of our 

families.  In addition to dealing with 

social stigma, we face financial issues 

that prevent our disabled children 

from getting adequate education or 

care. Through Noor WEG, we are 

striving to empower ourselves and 

find solutions to our everyday prob-

lems” (from their website). 

We will be showing brief videos 

of each of these organizations in wor-

ship at the 10 a.m. service in June. 

Session votes to support two organizations in the Gaza Strip 

Spring planning team wraps up its work with thanks to all 
By Elaine Morgan 

If you’ve never served on a quar-

terly planning team I highly recom-

mend that you consider doing so. It is 

very gratifying to serve our church, 

as we get to know each other better 

through working together.  Just ask 

any member of the Spring Planning 

Team, RuthAnn Almquist, Sam  

Alvord, Barbara Marsh, Eleanor 

Robison, Dick and Alice Welton or 

Carolyn Wetzel, with much appre-

ciated help from Brian Almquist, and 

Debbie Miller plus inspiration and 

leadership from Pastor Dan.  I have 

enjoyed working with them all and 

thank them from the bottom of my 

heart for their gifts of creativity, 

cheerfulness, time, and energy.   

Among our many accomplish- 

 

ments was setting up the prayer  

stations that our congregation is 

finding very meaningful.  Dick and 

Alice built the beautiful replica of our 

church for the offering station.  Sam 

and RuthAnn hosted and led the 

“Lenten Listening” study, and Pastor 

Dan led the “Awakening to God’s 

Beauty” Bible study.  Dick, Alice and 

Barbara coordinated the coffee hosts, 

filling in when needed, and Barbara 

was always available for decorating.   

We decorated the sanctuary for 

Lent beginning with Ash Wednesday, 

for Palm Sunday, for Maundy Thurs-

day, and for Easter.  Debbie and 

RuthAnn shopped for the flowers  

that graced the chancel steps, and 

the SPT hosted a special coffee  

fellowship on Easter. Carolyn made  

 

yummy Rice Krispie treats.   

Eleanor was a major contributor 

to our Older Adult Sunday celebra-

tion and, for fun, we held a Polish 

dog/root beer float potluck lunch.  

We promoted One Great Hour of 

Sharing and spoke during the 

Minutes for Mission before our fish-

erman Gene Wright helped collect 

the gifts.  Noisy offerings were  

collected for Habitat for Humanity 

and the Jackson County Fuel project, 

and $150 went to the Pollinator Pro-

ject. The Pink Lady butterflies, origi-

nally planned for release at Easter, 

were released the following Sunday, 

when they were ready (you can’t fool 

with Mother Nature).   

Again, thank you, team.  You’re 

the greatest! 
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Session meeting filled with decisions, new ideas, projects 

By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

At our May session meeting, it 

was decided that we should officially 

become a “Matthew 25 church,” a  

PC(USA) designation. (See page  

one.)  

Trish Styer, treasurer, reported 

that our income and expenses are on 

track. 

Five church members will attend 

an organizing meeting on May 22 for 

the parking lot camping project for 

the unhoused and hope to get it 

started sometime this summer.   

The deacons (plus two others) 

are interested in taking on the  

Access Food Bank project at our 

church. A proposal will be put to a 

session vote this summer.  

Session decided to split the 

$1000 from our international  

mission funds set aside for West 

Bank projects equally between Dar  

al-Kalima University College of Arts 

and Culture and the Noor Women's 

Empowerment Group. (See article on 

page three). 

The Presbytery meeting will be 

held at our church on June 28-29.  A 

planning group (6-7 people) will 

take on the logistics. Everyone is  

invited to a taize  worship on Friday 

night, June 28 at 6:30.   

Phoenix Presbyterian is asking 

for our help with Vacation Bible 

School the first week of August as a 

way of reaching out to neighborhood 

kids. They need helpers (either 

morning or evening?) for snacks, 

teaching, etc.  Let Dan know if you 

are interested. 

Session voted to disperse our 

local share of the Peace Offering 

($105) to the Ashland Peace Choir.   

 

 

The mental health grant we 

sought came through with $1,600, 

not the $3000 we asked for.  Session 

voted to add the $3000 as planned 

from our shelter budget.   

Many signed up on the recent 

Time and Talent Survey. It will be 

distributed again, as some didn’t get 

to fill it out the first time.  The list is 

a gold mine for anyone looking for 

helpers, so it will be made available 

to all. 

Session will take the month of 

June off.  Then, for a trial period of 

three months, meetings will be on 

the third Thursday of the month at  

5 p.m.  Next meeting is July 18. 

John Sager asked for our help in 

sponsoring a refugee family on the 

Greek Island of Samos (See page 

eight.).  In July, session will discuss 

whether to approve a project to pay 

rent for an apartment in the town on 

Samos Island for a single mom with 

kids––to get them to a safe space. 

Session approved a proposal to 

move the memorial plaques onto the  

wall in the narthex opposite the 

front doors.  Paul Lewis will spear-

head the project.  

Sam reports that the aging irri-

gation system problems are exten-

sive, including leaks and roots.  

Session agreed that we should get a 

bid from John at Carol’s Colors, who 

already knows the system. We can 

maintain it after it is repaired/

replaced. There is money. Sam will 

report back in July.  (See page five.) 

The clerk reported that Paul  

Lewis joined the church on Easter 

Sunday, bringing our membership to 

120. A thank you was received for 

the latest special offering of 

$1465.66, a very generous amount. A 

lovely note was received from a visi-

tor thanking us for the jar of jam. 

Dan reported that he has  

recently done spiritual counseling 

with a few of the shelter folks, a new 

addition to his ministry.   

 

Haiku Corner 
 

Tree leaves start little— 

dainty and delicate green. 

Know how big to grow. 
 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 
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By Sam Alvord 

When I learned as a freshman 

elder that I needed to pick an area of 

service, I chose getting my feet wet 

assisting with irrigation system  

upkeep.  Howdy Miller of Buildings 

and Grounds assigned me to serve at 

the pleasure of Lawrence King,  

seasoned Lord Keeper of the Waters 

of FPC. 

It took me back to 1978-79 when 

I was a laborer at the City of Ashland 

waste water plant, under the authori-

ty of former Army Pfc. Cecil Nichol-

son, a very fine gentleman and great 

boss.  Cec put me in charge of the  

irrigation system, and that was the 

beginning of my forty years of 

fighting the irrigation wars.  Irriga-

tion systems are like a classroom of 

kindergartners: each sprinkler has a 

mind and spirit of its own and  

anything can happen at any time for 

no apparent reason.  It takes tons of 

patience, a sense of humor, and you 

better have a good rain coat. 

So, I am now in my apprentice-

ship with Sir Lawrence of the Lawns 

and enjoying the partnership  

immensely, if not the job nearly as 

much.   

Lawrence comes with a tender 

calmness and relaxed expectations.  

The system we service is worn out 

and cranky.  It misbehaves along the 

sidewalks, watering the concrete 

while leaving the soil parched.  After 

we correct that, a Rain Bird in the 

front lawn blasts off onto Siskiyou 

Boulevard, and Old Faithful becomes 

a Presbyterian, shooting a geyser 

eight feet high at 2 a.m.   

I found myself digging away for 

hours in some of the most root-

burdened soil I have ever encoun-

tered.  My life as elder was becoming 

a slavery of endless shoveling and 

groveling on my knees in the mud.  

Should I have joined the UCC?  They 

don’t have a lawn. 

The King and Sam the Shovel 

have agreed to surrender.  With the 

blessing of Howdy and the session, 

we have decided it is time to bring in 

a crew of irrigation specialists and 

see what they suggest to update and 

repair our system.  But here is where 

I got nervous.  I assumed that only 

Sir Lawrence knows all the mysteries 

of a system that has been patched 

together over the last fifty-seven 

years with all that information filed 

in his brain, nowhere else.  How will 

the irrigation surgeons know where 

to begin? 

Not to worry.  Last Wednesday, 

Howdy, The King and I held a summit 

meeting in the Fireside Room to face 

this issue.  How satisfying that the 

wily Water Master arrived with a 

twinkle in his eye and a large portfo-

lio from which he pulled about twen-

ty separate blueprints showing every 

irrigation station, complete with all 

the switches, valves, sprinklers, emit-

ters and control panels, showing the 

entire system as clearly as that post-

er in the physician’s office of the  

human body without its skin on.  The 

seasoned Water Warrior is at the top 

of his game! 

Help is on the way!  Once bids are 

in and we hire a crew, it won’t be 

long before Sir Lawrence of the 

Lawns and Sam, the laborer formerly 

known as The Shovel, reign over a 

kindergarten with all the little angels 

napping on their mats. And we can 

all stop wearing our galoshes to 

church for the walk between the 

sanctuary and the coffee. 

With this trove of information, 

we have been charged with finding 

an irrigation firm to spend some time 

looking over the maps and the terri-

tory and helping us do some restora-

tion and repairs, so that Sir Lawrence 

and his minions might continue to 

maintain a church yard that springs 

green. 

Let’s See 

Honor the King, Lord Keeper of the Waters 

By Gene and Marilyn Wright 

Buildings and Grounds wants to 

send our grateful thanks to all of 

you ambitious folks who worked so 

hard on workday.   

There was a good turnout, and 

a lot of projects were completed to 

present a nice appearance for the 

Presbytery meeting in June. Flow-

ers were planted, lots of weeding 

done, and the Calvin Hall floor 

waxed.  On Sunday morning, people 

from the 8 o’clock service set up all 

the furniture in Calvin Hall.  

When we all work together, we 

manage to get it all done.  Good job, 

all of you faithful people.     

Thanks for latest 
workday help! 
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June Birthdays 

5 – Griffin McCollom 
11 –  Mike McCollom 
12 – Neil Martin 
13 – Barbie Breneiser 
16 – Bill Sager 
16 – Elaine Morgan 
17 – Sharon Laws 
22 – Cathy Gerbracht 
26 – Michael Morris 
26 – John Sager 

June Anniversaries 
18 – Bill and Sue Sager  
20 – Sam and Pat Alvord 
20 – Dan and Paula Fowler 

Great Shape fundraiser needs you 
By Lori Freed 

The Great Shape kids’ dental 

mission in Jamaica this year was a 

great success.  Over 250 elemen-

tary school children were treated 

and received sealants.  Thank you 

for all your support, including  

supplies and sponsorship.  It is 

very rewarding to be part of this 

team which provides extensive 

free services to those who have no 

dental care.   

Another way you can support 

this program is to participate in 

their 30th Anniversary Fundraiser 

Celebration on Saturday, June 29 at 

the Ashland Armory from 5:30-10 

pm.  This fundraiser includes:  

dinner, silent auction, live auction, 

program, and DJ with Caribbean  

music to celebrate.  Come and 

learn more about this non-profit, 

volunteer organization.  You can 

purchase tickets from me.  

Book Club to read Scone by Scone 

By Marcia Hunter 
The Women’s Book Club will be 

reading Scone by Scone: Tales from 

an Innkeeper’s Life, a memoir by local 

author Deedie Runkel, for their June 

selection.  We will meet on Monday, 

June 24 at 7 p.m. at the home of 

Jill Turner for discussion and snacks.   
Scone by Scone is the story of an 

Ashland innkeeper’s life and  

includes numerous anecdotes and 

even recipes, that Ashlanders will 

relish.  According to a review on her 

website, "The stories about an inn-

keeper’s life are hilarious and heart-

felt.  The characters are unforgetta-

ble, the recipes delectable.  But it’s 

Runkel’s flair for treating life as a 

delicious challenge, and for treating 

the most outrageous guest with 

grace, that make this book such a 

rich meal." 

Join us for this special book 

club summer evening in June.

Women’s circles  

By Marilyn Mobley 

Elsie Nelson Circle will have 

their annual pizza party on  

Monday, June 10 at Angelo’s Pizza 

in Phoenix. We will meet in their  

party room at 11:30. Following 

lunch we will study lesson 9 of our 

study guide God’s Promise I Am 

With You. This lesson is “God with 

us” and is a summary of this year’s 

study.  

Anyone is welcome to join us. 

By Barbara Marsh 

Westminster Circle will not 

meet in June, July, or August. 

Look for information in the 

next Dialogue about the Presby-

terian Women summer social at 

Sue Sager’s house near the end of 

July. 

Happy summer! The circle will 

start up again in September.   

I am also look-

ing  for anyone 

who would like to 

donate to the silent 

auction or be a  

volunteer helper 

the day of the fund-

raiser. Just let me 

know.   

Thank you. 
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Abigail Fowler graduates from AHS 

Psalm 93 

The Majesty of God’s Rule 

 

The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 

    the Lord is robed, he is girded with strength. 

He has established the world; it shall never be moved; 
     your throne is established from of old; 

    you are from everlasting. 

The floods have lifted up, O Lord, 

    the floods have lifted up their voice; 

    the floods lift up their roaring. 

More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 

    more majestic than the waves of the sea, 

    majestic on high is the Lord! 

Your decrees are very sure; 

    holiness befits your house, 

    O Lord, forevermore. 
 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

Abigail Fowler, daughter of Rev. Dan and Paula 

Fowler,  is soon to be a high school graduate from  

Ashland High School.  

During her high school career, which began at Fort 

Bragg High School, she has been a varsity swimmer at 

both schools and a very outgoing spirit. Music is a huge 

component of who Abigail is as a person, so she has been 

singing soprano in the Rogue Valley Youth Ensemble, and 

is the youngest member of the Rogue Valley Chorale and 

plans to continue with them in the fall.  

Abigail also enjoys knitting and playing with her dog 

Angus. In addition to the arts, Abigail has a passion for 

helping people through medicine, so she plans to attend 

Southern Oregon University and pursue a career in nurs-

ing.  

She plans to spend her summer working, singing, 

traveling, and having fun with her family and friends. 
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(continued on page 9) 

John, Kathy Sager report on Greek island mission 

Dear friends and family, 

The young man from Cameroon 

in front of me was not smiling, and he 

often paused for a long time before 

answering my translator’s questions, 

and then with just a few words. He 

avoided making eye contact. His flat 

affect and lack of any expression told 

me he was markedly depressed. He 

was in our medical clinic with multi-

ple health concerns, but he was only 

24, the age of my son Ben. His exam 

was normal, and I could not find any 

physical reason why he was so symp-

tomatic.  

But then, after he peeled back 

some of his clothes, I saw what I sus-

pected and confirmed the diagnosis: 

his skin revealed multiple trauma 

wounds in various stages of healing. 

He had been repetitively tortured in 

his home country and had fled for his 

life, leaving behind his village, friends 

and family and all the life he had 

known. He had arrived by himself 

with only the clothes on his back and 

without any money or resources and 

at the complete mercy of officials 

who so commonly lack any empathy 

for young men like him. 

Kathy and I returned home on 

Sunday, May 5 after spending the 

previous ten days working with refu-

gees. It was my third trip to Greece in 

the last two years to help with the 

sizable refugee population. This time 

we were on the Greek island of  

Samos, which is located one mile off 

the western coast of Turkey in the 

Mediterranean Sea. This fact is  

important because the country of 

Turkey is the final place where most 

refugees go by land. After this, in  

order to make it to Europe, where 

they hope to seek asylum, they have 

to leave land and go by rafts. Greece 

is the nearest country in Europe and 

Samos is the closest Greek Island.  

Smugglers in Turkey sell a spot 

on these large rafts, and then the 

people are on their own, paddling to 

make it to land. Fortunately, most of 

them make it, although not without a 

lot of fear and anxiety, as the rafts are 

over capacity and of poor quality. 

Two years ago, when we were work-

ing on the shores of another Greek 

Island, Lesbos, meeting the rafts as 

they arrived, we saw this first hand 

and witnessed the casualties when 

the rafts failed. 

On Samos, there is a refugee 

camp built for 500 people. The cur-

rent refugee population, however, is 

over 4,000, and many are living out-

side the camp under plastic tarps 

among scattered trees on the rocky 

ground. The conditions are terrible, 

as sewage and water resources are 

overburdened, rats are common, and 

lice and scabies infestations are prev-

alent. More refugees arrive every 

week, and the asylum request  

process is lengthy, taking months.  

The refugees on this island,  

unlike other areas where I have 

worked, come from several different 

regions. There are many from Syria, 

Iraq and Afghanistan, as expected 

due to the ongoing wars in these 

countries. Then there are quite a 

number from Africa, especially Congo 

and Cameroon, where there is on-

going conflict although not heard 

about much in the news. Almost all  

of the patients I treated from Africa, 

like the young man I mentioned pre-

viously, were VOT (victims of tor-

ture), mainly at the hands of the gov-

ernment, and had fled due to the 

threat to their lives. 

My position was volunteering 

daily at a medical clinic in town that 

treats refugees. It was started and 

financially supported by a charity 

organization from France. There are 

physicians from other countries, 

mainly Europe, who volunteer their 

time, along with nurses, medical  

students and translators. There is a 

medical facility in the refugee camp 

itself, but it is staffed by one Greek 

physician (other nationalities are not  
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allowed to work there) and is over-

whelmed. 

Kathy volunteered with several 

NGO's in town that are helping refu-

gee young men, women and kids. 

They help with any number of activi-

ties including education, support 

groups, crafts and offer a free meal 

daily. She was able to jump right in 

and assist with these projects,  

making some friends along the way. 

In both of these places we found 

in the volunteers so much compas-

sion and energy. And in the refugees, 

amazing resilience and determina-

tion, despite all the hardships. I was 

also amazed again, that out of tragic 

events, whether seen personally or 

globally, there are frequently unfore-

seen good and positive conse-

quences.  

Have you seen the new green 

shoots that come up through fire-

charred soil after a forest fire? There 

is a similar phenomenon that often 

happens in devastating circum-

stances that many go through in 

their lives, and I have witnessed it 

over and over.  

This is why, among other  

reasons, I am a firm believer that, 

eventually, good always prevails 

over evil and injustice. At that given 

moment it may not be evident, and it 

may not happen to you individually, 

but in time it does. That to me is the 

most profound evidence of the exist-

ence of God in our world, and it gives 

me joy and hope for all of us. 

Thanks to all of you for being 

purveyors of all that is good and 

just.  

A special thank you to Debi and 

Bruce Smith for your donation that 

helped Kathy buy much needed 

kitchenware, toothbrushes/

toothpaste for the women’s house. 

 

Love to you all,  

John and Kathy 

Mission . . . . .  (continued from page 8) 

Editor’s note: Alex Reid is one of the 

organizers of the monthly, all-

volunteer effort, called Laundry 

Love, making clean clothes accessi-

ble for our low income and  

unhoused  neighbors.  

 The Laundry Love volunteer 

pool consists of folks from UCC/

Congregational, Unitarians, Quakers, 

other faith communities, as well as 

unaffiliated community members.  

Perhaps some Presbyterians will 

want to join in. 

  

By Alexandra Reid  

In 2002 some people in Ventura 

California asked a gentleman on the 

streets who went by the name of  

T-Bone what they might do to  

support him in his life journey.  

T-Bone replied, "Well, I think if I had 

clean clothes, others might treat me 

more like a human being." 

 Since then a few hundred Laun-

dry Love programs have popped up 

across the country, some as near as 

Grants Pass and Shady Cove and one 

right here at Henry's Laundromat in 

the Ashland Shopping Center. We 

meet there on the second Saturday 

afternoon of every month from  

1-4 p.m. 

 You are cordially invited to 

come by next time, Saturday, June 8, 

and meet some of our 40 or so 

guests who are glad to be there, 

washing, drying and folding their 

belongings. Many of them would be 

pleased to visit with you. 

 It could be that you would like 

to join our crew of regular volun-

teers and help for an hour and a half 

once a month or perhaps you would 

be willing to substitute now and 

then as needed. 

Contact: ralexandrareid@gmail.com 

Laundry Love: willing volunteers needed News of the World is 

book club pick for July 
By David Hall  

The Men’s Book Club is sched-

uled to meet Thursday, July 18 at 

5:45 p.m. at Smithfield Pub n Pies to 

discuss News of the World by  

Paulette Jiles.  This is a fictional story 

of a man who reads the news in west 

Texas in the late 1800s (and is bring-

ing a white captive girl back to her 

people). 

 On Thursday, Sept. 12, we will 

discuss The Golden Spruce by John 

Vaillant, about tree harvesting in 

British Columbia.   

 On Thursday, Nov. 7 our book 

will be River of Doubt by Candice 

Millard, the story of Teddy Roose-

velt’s journey into the Amazon. 

 Please check your schedule and 

let me know if you have any conflicts 

with the dates.   All meetings are at 

5:45 p.m. at Smithfield Pub n Pies. 

Keep reading! 

 



Regular Sunday Schedule      

8am Chapel Worship 

9am Pony Espresso

10am Sanctuary Worship 

11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

11am Pam Marsh forum 1pm PW Coordinating Team
11:00am Somantics (N) 11am Tai Chi (CH) 11am Tai Chi (CH)

10am Back Porch Bible Study
9  Pentecost 10 11 12 13 14 15

11:30am Elsie Nelson Pizza
Birthday Sunday 5pm B & G
Grad Sunday 12pm Blood Drive(CH)
Long Range Planning Forums 6-8pm AA (CH)
16  Trinity Sunday 17 18 19 20  Dialogue Entries Due 21 22
Father's Day
Rev. Dr. Karen McClintock

3:30 Lou Franks rehearse (S) 3pm Lou Franks Recital (S)

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
10am Dialogue Folding

Laurie Anne Gone 10am Back Porch Bible Study 5:30pm Great Shape FundRaiser

30

Laurie Anne Gone

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat OLLI Watercolor Nursery 10am-1pm                       Mon

AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm   1st&3rd Tues

AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat Children's Ukelele Choir Nursery 2:30pm-5:30pm             Wed

AA Fireside Room 5:30-6:30pm     Fri  Somantics Nursery 11am-1pm                      Thurs

Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon Realtors Calvin Hall 8:30am                            Thurs

Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri SOFA Fireside Room 6:30pm-8:30pm     1st Thurs

Weekly Building Schedule

Host Presbytery

Dan in Scotland

Dan in Scotland
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