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Rogue Valley Presbyterians  

worship together on June 19 in 

Medford at First Presbyterian Church 

on Holly Street.  Services 

will be at 8:30 a.m. and 

10:30 a.m.  This Sunday 

coincides with the na-

tional meeting of the 

General Assembly (GA) in 

Portland.  Services will 

not be held in Ashland. 

Each Presbyterian congregation 

has connectional relationships with 

other Presbyterian churches.  We 

even review the minute of others’ 

sessions!  The Commission of Minis-

try-South includes elders and pastors 

who serve together to support 

the ministry of our clergy and 

congregations in our area.   

John Wren and Kathy Keener 

are on the COM-S; our liaison 

from the commission is Rev. 

Steve Parker from Grants Pass.  

Rev. Parker works actively with 

the Pastor Nominating Committee 

and worships with us periodically.  

 

Our interim pastor, Kathy  

Keener, and most of the valley’s  

clergy will be volunteering at General 

Assembly, along with many church 

members.  Rev. Brian Heron from 

Bethany Presbyterian Church in 

Grants Pass was elected one of  

Cascade Presbytery’s commissioners 

to the GA.   

Signs will be posted at FPC with 

directions for those who forget the 

change.  You may wish to carpool to 

Medford.  Watch for a sign-up sheet 

or call the church office. 

Rogue Valley Presbyterians combine to worship June 19 in Medford 

By Kathy Keener 

Volunteers are needed at General 

Assembly in several areas. It would 

be great if some of our church mem-

bers could go to Portland and help 

out. Airport and hotel greeters are 

fun jobs because you greet excited 

attendees when they first arrive in 

Portland.  Or you can participate  

during worship services.  And, if you 

can’t get to Portland, you can offer to 

pray from right here. 

Greeters/Worship Services 

Airport Help Desk Kiosk Support at 

baggage claim at PDX checks in arriv-

ing guests and distributes TriMet 

passes. Hotel greeters welcome at-

tendees in the lobby of their hotel as 

they first arrive and (using provided 

resources) offer information and an-

swer questions.  

Communion elements prepara-

tion and worship service ushers are 

also urgently needed.   

Go to www.gaportland.com; 

click on the “volunteers” tab on the 

right hand side for information and 

to volunteer. 

Communion Servers  

          FPC also has the opportunity to 

have two of our members serve com-

munion using FPC’s communion 

plate and chalice at the closing ser-

vice of the General Assembly on Sat-

urday morning, June 25.  The servers 

can be any member of the church, 

not necessarily a deacon or  

elder.  Servers will need to be at the 

Oregon Convention Center by 8:30 

a.m. on Saturday, June 25.  Contact 

the church office if interested. 

Prayer Partners  

         FPC has received names of 25 

ruling and teaching elder commis-

sioners coming to GA, seeking FPC 

folks to pray for these individual 

commissioners to the General  

Assembly.   We are a connectional 

church and these commissioners are 

like our own elders.  To volunteer, 

see Linnea Gettman or call the 

church office. 
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the July issue. Please submit by Thursday, June 23. Email 

(preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com.   

Marcia Hunter, editor 

Tell us. . . . What are 

your favorite hymns? 
By Kathy Keener 

This summer, we will be     

including your favorite hymns in 

our Sunday worship.  The trick is 

that we can’t do that unless you 

tell us what they are!   

Forms will be available at 

worship, from the office, or online 

for you to share your favorite 

hymn or religious song along with 

a brief story about why it is        

important to you.  You may return 

the form to the church office or 

place it in the offering plate. 

This is a simple way to give 

testimony to your faith and offer a 

glimpse into your faith journey.  

Let the singing begin! 

 

By Jim Holloway 

We will celebrate Church 

Homecoming Sunday on Sunday, 

July 3. What a great time for home-

coming – everyone is getting ready 

for the Fourth of July parade, and 

friends and family are back in town 

for fun times.   

The Summer Planning Team 

will provide root beer floats, expe-

rienced chefs will grill hot dogs, and 

the excellent cooks in our congrega-

tion will bring potluck salads, chips 

or desserts.    

Join us as we get to know each 

other 

better 

and 

renew 

old 

friend-

ships.  

The 

festivi-

ties 

start at 

11:15 in Calvin Hall.  Be sure to 

mention Homecoming to your out-

of-town friends and guests. 

Celebrate Homecoming Sunday July 3 with food! 

By Barbara Marsh 

Dr. John Sager will share infor-

mation about his latest medical mis-

sion trip at a potluck lunch on Sun-

day, June 12. We will celebrate Edu-

cation Sunday in Calvin Hall, setting 

up the potluck at 11:15 am, followed 

by lunch and program at 11:30. 

Amazing as it is, Dr. John Sager 

has returned from another trip to 

Greece in May to help immigrants 

who need a physician's care. He has 

worked in several different areas in 

the past three years. It will be most 

interesting to hear about what work 

he was assigned to or volunteered 

for this time. 

John’s son Ben was with him, 

documenting the trip in photos. 

What a fortunate church we are 

to have a member willing and able 

give us firsthand insights into world 

problems that most people can only 

read about in the newspaper or 

watch on TV.   

On June 12, please bring your 

place setting AND a dish or some 

food item to share (salad, fruit, 

bread for sandwiches, dessert, etc.). 

The Summer Team will furnish ham 

and beverages.  

You will not want to miss this 

program and opportunity for fellow-

ship on June 12. We hope you will be 

able to come. 

See article on page 8, a recent 

letter from John. 

June Education Sunday to feature John Sager 

A fund to help Laurie Anne 

Hunter and her husband Frank 

was established by the Rogue 

 Valley Chorale.  If you would like 

more information on participat-

ing, pick up a copy of the letter 

(goldenrod) on the Narthex table 

or at the office.      

There is also an online 

“GoFundMe” account where you 

can donate from your computer. 

Follow this link to get there: 

www.gofundme.com/23zt36k 

  

       Thank you to the volunteers 

who staffed the phones in the 

church office while Susan Coghill 

was on vacation: Shirley Patton, 

Ruth Ralls, Joanne Costantino, 

and Carolyn Moeglein. 

Fund set up for Laurie 

Anne Hunter and husband 

Thanks. . . . .  
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(continued on page 4) 

By Amy Patton 

The Buildings and Grounds Com-

mittee began the process of water 

conservation when Dick Thornton, 

Harold Mobley, and Lawrence King 

began replacing old sprinkler heads 

with more efficient sprinklers and 

drip irrigation for flowerbeds behind 

the sanctuary and near the nursery.  

They accelerated the process when 

“Toilets R Us” (Howdy Miller, Dick 

Thornton, and Gene Wright)  

installed low flow toilets to replace 

the old water guzzlers in the sanctu-

ary and office building.  Some BIG 

leaks were also repaired this winter.  

And now that watering season is 

beginning, it is clear that there is 

more room for conservation on the 

grounds of FPC.  A look at our 

monthly water use from 2011 

through the present shows that we 

use approximately 18 times more 

water in the summer (for irrigation) 

than in the winter.   A typical home 

uses two to four times more water in 

summer than in winter. 

The City of Ashland water con-

servation staff conducted a system 

evaluation on May 17 and provided 

several suggestions. 

Replace malfunctioning sprin-

kler heads with efficient ones.  

Switch out high volume sprinkler 

heads in ivy with low flow heads.  

Cap some sprinklers that water only 

ivy or bark.  (The process of replac-

ing sprinklers in the barked planting 

areas along the walkway with drip 

irrigation has already begun.)   

Reduce sprinkler run times. 

Replace unneeded grass (with a 

rebate of  $0.75 per square foot) with 

bark or drought-tolerant plants – 

recent plantings of lavender are  

doing well on the grounds! One idea 

is to cover the one-foot strip of grass 

along the Walker Avenue sidewalk 

(from Calvin Hall to Siskiyou) with 

cardboard topped with bark.   This 

could eliminate the need for about 

seven sprinklers.  Another spot 

where grass could be replaced with 

lavender might be on the small slope 

between the dumpster and Walker. 

There are various reasons to 

consider why 

the large 

ginkgo tree 

by the main 

office door 

needs to 

come down:  

damage to 

the building, 

water backup, etc.  There are other 

drainage problems there due to the 

ground elevation dipping toward the 

building instead of away from it.  One 

possibility is to apply for a grant to 

construct a rain garden.  The tree 

would be removed and the ground  

re-sloped away from the building 

toward the grassy area near the 

sanctuary and replanted.  Another 

option for the area is to install rain 

barrels to collect water from the  

gutters and divert it away from the 

building. 

To accomplish possible water 

savings (and dollar savings), assis-

tance is needed.  If you are interested 

in helping, please contact Amy  

Patton. 

FPC water conservation assistance needed 

By Kathy Keener 

Recently the team that led us 

through Lent and Easter met to eval-

uate their experience. As this was the 

first time we had a team, they invent-

ed the task along the way. They dis-

cussed what they attempted, what 

they learned, and what was reward-

ing about their quarter of service.   

They loved the Dark Woods  

worship during Lent.  It had drama,  

appealing aesthetics, responsive  

actions, and the beautiful choruses 

that repeated and carried us through 

the season. In contrast, Easter season 

popped with a different theme each 

week.   

Along the way, the team made 

adjustments (from making the  

projected words bigger and clearer 

to weaning us from long bulletins). 

They recognized that in their enthu-

siasm to create something new, they 

had over-committed and had to  

revise their initial plans.   

The sound/projection volunteers 

learned a lot about our projection 

system, we adjusted when the sound 

system was stolen, and we discov-

ered how many hours it takes to 

make those slide shows. 

Did you know that one of the rea-

sons we project the service is to con-

serve paper?  We moved from a  

multi-page large-print bulletin with 

all of the music printed out to a sin-

gle page of announcements, but you 

didn’t like it. We have tried to print 

bulletins only for those who really 

need them but discovered that, for 

now, most want to hold one even if 

they are reading from the screen.  

We reviewed the quarter’s  

education events (Ruth Ann and  

Brian Almquist with Sook-Ja Hansen 

Spring Team completes evaluation of Lent/Easter season 
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on Pilgrimage; Collages of Thankful-

ness; Climate Change; The Crucible).  

The labyrinth provided sacred  

moments during Holy Week, and we 

were deeply touched by the shared 

music and worship with our UMC 

sisters and brothers on Good Friday. 

Our mission giving through One 

Great Hour of Sharing, monthly 

Noisy Offerings (with minutes for 

mission) and Mother’s Day card do-

nations were effective ways to in-

volve the congregation. 

At the end of the meeting, the 

team was awarded a trophy (see 

photo on page 10). 

P.S. Remember that it is the 

whole congregation together that 

creates rewarding worship.  Your 

words of encouragement and gentle 

nudges help the teams to adapt the 

services to fit everyone’s needs. 

P.P.S. The fall worship team is 

forming now and will be convened 

by Linda Purdom.  Sign up or speak 

with her!   

June Birthdays 

 

5  – Griffin McCollom 

8  – Kathy Quesenberry 

11 – Mike McCollom 

12 – Neil Martin 

13 – Barbie Breneiser 

15 – Michele Cleveland 

16 – Bill Sager 

16 – Elaine Morgan 

17 – Gregg Lininger 

17 – Sharon Laws 

24 – Barbara Brugger 

25 – Pat Bartlett 

26  – John Sager 

26  – Michael Morris 

26 – Mimi Dryland 

 

June Anniversaries 

 

13 – Bob and Barbara Brugger 

18 – Bill and Sue Sager 

20 – Stella and Ned Schaaf  

27 – Kent and Amy Patton 

28  – Doug and Shirley Noakes     

Spring Team . . . .  (continued from page 3) 

 By Marilyn Wright 

Thanks to all of your generosity, 

the Deacons have been able to help 

many folks in need of help.  This in-

cluded one of our own members as 

well.   

However, now our funds have 

dipped to a low level.  So we would 

like to make a plea for help with our 

budget.  These funds go out to many 

people, who – due to circumstances 

– need additional help with bills, gas 

to get to work, food, utilities, bus  

tokens, and even help with rent.   

This is a small way to help those 

people needing our donations.  The 

Deacons again thank you for you 

generosity.  God Bless! 

Deacons continue to count on support 

By Linnea Gettman, Clerk of Session 

At the May 10 Session meeting, 

Pastor Kathy Keener opened the 

meeting with the Pentecost story 

and prayer.   

The Summer Planning team is 

off and running with their plans.   

We look forward to what they have 

planned for us! 

The Spring Planning team com-

pleted their term and is in the pro-

cess of evaluating their work.  We 

appreciate all the hard work they 

put in planning their season. 

The new phone system has been 

installed!  The copier contract has 

been renegotiated and the Admin-

istration and Finance Committee is 

busy getting bids for insurance. 

The PNC continues to be work-

ing hard on our behalf.  Please con-

tinue to keep them in your prayers, 

as they are now reviewing Pastor 

Information Forms of potential min-

isters.  This is a time-consuming 

process and requires much discern-

ment on their behalf.  Thanks to the 

PNC for their commitment to FPC. 

Session notes for May  

By David Hall 

The First Presbyterian 

Men’s Book Club is currently 

reading McCarthy’s Bar by Pete 

McCarthy. 

We will meet on Wednes-

day, June 1 from noon to 1 in 

the Fireside Room to discuss 

the book.     

Men’s Book Club to meet 
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Corey Costantino, son of Cos and Joanne, will receive his MD from OHSU on June 4. 

After earning his BS degree in biochemistry from Willamette University, he has been at 

OHSU for the past five years, using the additional year to study pathology. On June 13 

Corey will begin his three-year residency in Internal Medicine at Tulane University in 

New Orleans. After interviewing at numerous schools, he’s thrilled to get started at 

Tulane, his top choice.  

          Corey grew up in our church community, participating in Sunday School and 

youth group, including four mission trips to Mexico during high school. In New Orleans 

he’ll be working in a hospital located in a low-income area of the city. Mission lives on! 

          This will be Corey’s first time living outside of Oregon, where he’s enjoyed hik-

ing, skiing, rafting, etc. Fortunately, he’s likely to find his favorite sport, basketball, 

wherever he goes. He’s looking forward to all the new experiences a city like New Orle-

ans offers, as are his parents! 

Sean Cleveland, son of Randy and Suanne, is 

receiving his Master’s degree from SOU this term. 

He gave his Master's response presentation in 

front of a panel of SOU faculty and the public on 

May 9.  For his project, Sean studied how sound is 

broken down and conveyed by different computer 

program applications for Automated Sound Recog-

nition, such as in telephone voice response appli-

cations, etc.   His studies pondered the best applications for the best results. 

He is now working with the IT Department/Help desk (a 24/7 facility)  

serving nine different Asante facilities, including satellite offices, as well as  

patient care electronics.  His career interest is with Biomed or the systems that 

touch patients (following their usage, maintenance, updating, etc.). 

        In his spare time Sean plays tennis, loves hiking and biking, and of course, 

pursues his interest in computers. 

Two more grads make us proud: Sean Cleveland 

receives Master’s while Corey Costantino earns MD   

Sean’s previous graduation 

Corey tries on his new 

graduation robe. 

Workers take a break from yard work and other projects around the church campus on Work Day, Saturday, May 21.   
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By Shirley Patton 

Thanks to the loving community 

of folks here at First Presbyterian of 

Ashland, many lives will be touched 

for the better.  The Mother’s Day 

Card Project, which offers life-

changing healthcare and opportuni-

ties through Healthy Mothers 

Healthy Families initiatives, raised 

$735.36 this year. A small invest-

ment in dollars makes a big differ-

ence to projects assisted by our  

mission partners around the globe.   

For example, a loan of $76 ena-

bled a woman in Central Africa to 

become a successful small business 

owner.  She started out selling agri-

cultural produce.  As her business 

grew, she placed a solar panel on  

her house, bought some livestock, 

and secured four acres of land which 

she irrigates.  With solar power she 

can charge people’s mobile phones 

for a small fee.  Her growing season 

has been lengthened.  Her income  

enables her to pay her children’s 

school fees and improve their lives 

over all.  This woman has invested 

time, energy, and creativity to help 

her family and community.  That 

loan made available by past gifts to 

the Mother’s Day Project gave her an 

important boost at a critical time.  

We get to play a part in her story 

and others like it. Thank you for 

honoring loved ones through pre-

senting them cards that speak of 

love, compassion and hope. 

Mother’s Day Card Project brings in over $700 

to benefit women, families around the globe 
By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club will 

meet June 27 at 7 p.m. at the home 

of Kathy Campbell to discuss In the 

Unlikely Event by Judy Blume.  

Many of us know Judy Blume as 

the author of popular young adult 

novels, but this one is for adults. The 

novel is set against the backdrop of 

actual events that Blume experi-

enced in the early 1950s, and she 

paints a vivid portrait of that partic-

ular time and place. 

In the Unlikely Event is vintage 

Judy Blume, with all the hallmarks 

of her unparalleled storytelling and 

full of memorable characters who 

cope with loss, remember the good 

times and, finally, wonder at the joy 

that keeps them going. 

Publishers Weekly’s review stat-

ed: “In Blume’s latest adult novel . . . 

young and old alike must learn to 

come to terms with technological 

disaster and social change. Her nov-

el is characteristically accessible, 

frequently charming and always 

deeply human.”  

Please join us for an interesting 

evening of snacks and discussion. 

Book club to read  

In the Unlikely Event 

By Barbara Marsh 

Westminster Circle concluded 

their 2015-2016 Horizons Bible 

Study, Come to the Waters by Judy 

Record Fletcher.  We will begin our 

new study Who Is Jesus by Judy 

Yates Siker in September.  Our 

group is looking forward to having 

new members gathering with us in 

the fall. 

As part of our May circle meet-

ing, we attended a special luncheon 

to celebrate the tenth anniversary 

of the Family Nurturing Center and 

honor Mary-Curtis Gramley.  Sue 

Sager, Sook-Ja Hansen, Ruth Klaus, 

Barbara Marsh, Shirley Patton, and 

Gayle Vincent attended the lunch-

eon in Medford to learn more about 

the organization and celebrate this 

very worthwhile event. What a  

special day! 

We also donated the accumulat-

ed money from our birthday collec-

tion ritual that has been going on 

for a number of years – each meet-

ing those celebrating a birthday 

that month give a donation of  

pennies for each year of life (or a 

dollar if they choose not to disclose 

their age).  

As a reminder to Presbyterian 

Women, we will be having our  

annual potluck summer event July 

28 at Sue Sager’s home.  This is 

when we ask for your ideas for  

programs for next year, so be think-

ing.  More information will be avail-

able in later Dialogue articles.            

By Marilyn Mobley 

The Elsie Nelson Circle has 

completed its study guide Come to 

the Waters, and now it’s time to 

party. We will be gathering at  

Angelo's Pizza in Phoenix (next to 

Rays) on Monday, June 13 at 11:30 

for our annual pizza party. Anyone 

who wishes to come is welcome to 

join us. 

Elsie Nelson Circle to 

finish year with pizza 

Westminster Circle donates, participates                   

at Family Nurturing Center event 
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Joshua 24:14-28 Good News Translation (GNT) 

       “Now then,” Joshua continued, “honor the Lord and serve him sincerely and faithfully. 

Get rid of the gods which your ancestors used to worship in Mesopotamia and in Egypt, and 

serve only the Lord. If you are not willing to serve him, decide today whom you will serve, 

the gods your ancestors worshiped in Mesopotamia or the gods of the Amorites, in whose 

land you are now living. As for my family and me, we will serve the Lord.” 

        The people replied, “We would never leave the Lord to serve other gods! The Lord our 

God brought our fathers and us out of slavery in Egypt, and we saw the miracles that he per-

formed. He kept us safe wherever we went among all the nations through which we passed. As we advanced 

into this land, the Lord drove out all the Amorites who lived here. So we also will serve the Lord; he is our God.” 

Joshua said to the people, “But you may not be able to serve the Lord. He is a holy God and will not forgive 

your sins. He will tolerate no rivals, and if you leave him to serve foreign gods, he will turn against you and pun-

ish you. He will destroy you, even though he was good to you before.” 

The people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the Lord.” 

Joshua told them, “You are your own witnesses to the fact that you have chosen to serve the Lord.” 

“Yes,” they said, “we are witnesses.” 

“Then get rid of those foreign gods that you have,” he demanded, “and pledge your loyalty to the Lord, the 

God of Israel.” 

The people then said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our God. We will obey his commands.” 

So Joshua made a covenant for the people that day, and there at Shechem he gave them laws and rules to 

follow. Joshua wrote these commands in the book of the Law of God. Then he took a large stone and set it up 

under the oak tree in the Lord's sanctuary. He said to all the people, “This stone will be our witness. It has heard 

all the words that the Lord has spoken to us. So it will be a witness against you, to keep you from rebelling 

against your God.” Then Joshua sent the people away, and everyone returned to his own part of the land. 

Haiku corner 

Bright blue dragonfly: 

giant eyes, dangerous jaws. 

Good thing they're little. 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 

Kent and Lilli Patton attend the Pet Blessing Service with their 

dogs Moose (in Kent’s arms) and Sunny, age 15.  
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Dr. John Sager relates experiences from refugee camp in Greece 
By Dr. John Sager 

Idomeni is a little town in the 

north of Greece on the Macedonian 

border. There is a railroad line that 

passes through here on the way to 

Greece's northern neighbors. The 

beautiful area sits in a fertile plain  

of wheat and corn fields, rolling hills, 

and in the distance, snow covered 

peaks.  

Unfortunately, this is also where 

the majority of refugees traveling 

north are stopped. At the border, 

they literally are greeted by coils of 

barbed wire as far as the eye can see 

with all major roads and rail lines 

crossing the border heavily fortified 

by military. 

Idomeni has been in the news 

because of the large refugee popula-

tion now camped here and also  

because of the unrest that sometimes 

spills over into violence. Close to 

10,000 call it “home.” But it is not the 

only refugee camp in this area. 

There are more then 60 official 

camps, called military camps 

(because they are on government 

property), each with populations  

between 2-3,000 people, scattered 

over northern Greece. In addition, 

there are random encampments 

along the highway, mainly populated 

with those who are suspicious of the 

government’s intentions (afraid they 

will be sent back to their country of 

origin). These camps can have as 

many as 2,000 people as well.  

Sometimes families pitch their 

tents in truck stops or hotel parking 

lots. Picture a truck stop along I-5 

and then imagine 300 tents covering 

the area, including right alongside 

the fuel pumps. Tents are pitched 

back-to-back with tarps over many of 

them to keep the rain out. No cars 

can get in or out. Porta-potties are 

lined up at one end.  

One of these gas stations is the 

site of our clinic. We call it EKO clinic 

named after the gas station. The 

owner allowed this encampment 

partly out of compassion and also 

due to donations from the charities 

that work in the area. Doctors With-

out Borders has a clinic from 9-12 

daily and then we take over from 1-7 

p.m. We also staff a temporary clinic 

at another gas station/hotel 10 miles 

down the road (called “BP clinic”). 

Another thousand people there, but 

no other doctors. Then we help staff 

the Idomeni medical tent, but  

because of the size of that camp, they 

are well staffed.   

Ben and I were part of a group of 

volunteers who stayed in a small  

hotel 30 miles south. Every day we 

would get in our van/cars and, divid-

ed up into three groups, go to EKO, 

BP or Idomeni. Each group had 1-2 

doctors as well as a couple of nurses 

or EMTs and a few volunteers as Ara-

bic translators. We would see 75-100 

people at each site, treating anyone 

who needed help: lots of exposure-

related issues and infections, some 

trauma, blisters from walking,  

depression and anxiety. One day we 

treated several men who had been 

tear gassed at the border the night 

before. 

Ninety per cent of those we saw 

are from Syria or Iraq, escaping the 

conflicts. Many are families with chil-

dren. Most everyone wants to get 

into the northern European coun-

tries, but if their country were safer, 

would prefer to go back home. Wom-

en with kids, especially, voice despair 

at their situation, with some even 

telling us they would rather go back 

and die in Syria than continue to live 

as they are now.  

You have to understand that food 

is sporadic, money from savings has 

run out, safety cannot be guaranteed 

and wet and cold weather conditions 

can be terrible. It literally turns the 

fields into thick mud. There was also 

a lot of concern about human/child 

trafficking occurring in the area, as 

most of these camps are alongside 

major road systems heading north.  

In spite of all of this, people 

maintain hope and optimism. They 

put their faith in God and the good-

ness of strangers and are hoping for 

a brighter future. The world, in some 

ways, has responded, especially the 

youth (Go 20 somethings!). There are 

volunteers from all over the world 

helping in countless ways. We even 

saw a group of young people from 

Spain calling themselves “Clowns 

without Borders” who entertained 

the kids at each of these different 

camps. Many are getting political and 

starting campaigns to get govern-

ments moving towards accepting 

refugees again.  

In our small EKO camp, we had a 

mother/infant tent staffed by French 

women to assist new mothers.  

Another canvas tent was put up by 

an American to be an education area 

to teach English to any interested. 

Another volunteer brought in a cord 

of firewood. Our clinic was actually 

an area in the gas station parking lot 

situated strategically between two 

vans parked 10 yards apart and with 

an awning stretched overhead for 

sun and rain protection. Wood 

benches were our exam tables. Not 

too much privacy. Our pharmacy was 

the back of the van, with locally pur-

chased medications. Despite all that,  
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 it actually worked. 

As I was busy in the clinic, Ben 

wandered around each of the camps 

with his camera taking hundreds of 

photos (pages 9-11). He befriended 

several Syrian boys/men close to his 

age (21), and they served as transla-

tors and guides. He was invited into 

tents and was able to engage with 

many of the families and young men 

in ways I could not, and he was 

deeply captivated by it all. In fact as 

I write this on my way home, he re-

mains back with our group, as he 

wanted to stay on a few more days. 

He is posting some pictures on Face-

book and Instagram that are well 

worth viewing if you get a chance. I 

cannot describe how glad I am he 

came with me and proud also of his  

maturity and professionalism in 

what he is doing. With his photog-

raphy, he has the potential to make 

a significant impact in a much differ-

ent way than what I can do. 

I have been asked if we should 

allow refugees into Europe and the 

USA. The concern, of course, is the 

potential terrorist threat. Although I 

know what the majority of you 

would say, based on your own com-

passionate humanity, it’s a question 

posed by a substantial number of 

people and deserves a response. I 

have now finished my eighth trip 

overseas (six to Jordan, one to  

Lesbos and one to Idomeni) in the 

last three years, so I feel I can speak 

now as someone with experience 

after meeting and treating thou-

sands of refugees.  

The answer to the question is 

they are us. It’s as simple as that. 

These are babies, children and the 

elderly, mothers and fathers, young 

men and women with dreams and 

aspirations. The significant differ-

ence is that they have suffered  

incredible hardship and loss. To 

leave them in a muddy field in 

northern Greece because of the  

remote — and it is very remote — 

possibility that one of them would 

seek to develop a plan that they 

would then actually carry out to 

cause one of us harm, is preposter-

ous and shameful. And even if the 

chance was even slightly more pos-

sible than remote, are we so self-

centered and self-absorbed that we 

will ignore the plight of all of these 

people? If so, what kind of life are 

we trying to preserve? And, as some 

politicians point out, I would say we 

are at a far greater risk as a country 

if we do not allow refugees safe pas-

sage to our shores, because ignoring 

their ordeal will create far more  

hatred and animosity than what 

may already exist in a very few. 

Half the people of Syria have 

been displaced from their homes. 

That’s 13 million people. Six million 

have left the country and about 

250,000 are in Greece. What we do, 

and how we react, in regards to this 

small percentage of the total refugee 

population, will not only impact 

their lives profoundly but also ours. 

 Ben developed a friendship 

with an 18-year-old kid from Syria 

named Abdulaziz who served as a 

translator for our clinic. He is like so 

many other 18-year-olds in the U.S. 

who will be graduating from high 

school in the next few weeks – smil-

ing, happy and full of energy and 

dreams. He told us he will set off on 

foot this week by himself to try and 

cross the border. It is an incredibly 

dangerous and arduous journey, 

especially alone with limited re-

sources. He wants to get to Germany 

to have an education and get a job. 

There is no life where he came from. 

If he doesn’t make it, he will likely 

be put in jail and sent back to Syria. 

This is the plight and dilemma  

of those stuck here with no good  

options because the West is crippled 

with fear and intimidation. We are 

better than this and have to do bet-

ter. For Abdulaziz and all the others. 
 

Refugees lining up at the gas station clinic.               (photo by Ben Sager) 

On June 12 hear the Sagers tell of their  
mission experiences caring for Syrian 
refugees.  See article on page 2. 
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Spring-Lent/Easter Team members pictured: Al Jaeger, Kathy Keener, 

Joanne Costantino, Amy Patton, John Wren, RuthAnn Almquist.  Not pic-

tured: Shirley Patton, Carolyn Moeglein, Virginia King.   

The trophy inscription read: Gifts of the Dark Wood Award to the Spring-

Lent/Easter Team for pioneering perseverance, faithful flexibility, and dy-

namic decorating bringing unexpected gifts.  May 17, 2016 

Refugee tents dot the parking lot at the gas station on the Greek/Macedonian border.  Welcome to Greece!  

 (photo by Ben Sager) 

Kids outside their tent at the gas 

station camp flashing the universal 

peace sign.      (photo by Ben Sager) 



Kathy and Howdy bless the “no name” chicken at the Pet Blessing Service. 
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Ben Sager posing at the refugee clinic with kid, camera, and stethoscope . 

Linnea, Milo, & Bodie enjoy the festivities. 

Adam Moeglein plays with Elaine 

Morgan’s dog Skipper at the Pet 

Blessing  Service.. 
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Regular Sunday Schedule      SECOND SUNDAY Schedule
8am Chapel Worship 8am Chapel Worship 
10am Sanctuary Worship 10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship 11:30am Potluck and Education Program

with Sagers on Refugee Missions

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4

12pm Men's Book Club
7:30pm Tatsiana's Recital
at SOU Music Recital Hall

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10am A & F Committee? AYC Fundraiser (NW Pizza)

4:30pm B & G Committee 2:30pm Deacons

12  SECOND SUNDAY 13 14 15 16 17 18
11:30am Potluck 10am  Westminster Circle
    Sagers Missions to Greece 9am-Noon PEO (S)
  11:30am Elsie Nelson 4pm Session

Circle Pizza Party
Kathy gone to GA GA - Portland

19 Father's Day 20 21 22 23  Dialogue Articles Due 24 25
No Services in Ashland
instead @Medford 1st Pres Church

8:30am and 10:30am

on Holly St across from Alba Park

26 27 28 29 30
10am  Dialogue Folding

7pm Women's Book Club
Kathy off

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat          HOW                                    CCC                                      8am - 9am                    Sat
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Sat          Preschool       Lower Calvin Hall 9am  - 12pm                M-F

Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon          Realtors                         Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am       Thurs

Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri

June 2016

General Assembly - Portland

Weekly Building Schedule

Kathy at Continuing Education-Interim Ministry Network
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