
Volume 58, No. 7  July, 2018

Inside this issue 

 

After watching events unfold on 

our border over the last month, a 

part of me just wants to reprint my 

pastor’s column from June, and say, 

”Re-apply.” I am dumbfounded, 

numb, and feel the need to speak 

from the voice of the prophet over 

and over again. But, this month,  

instead, I will let the prayer of anoth-

er prophetic voice from Sojourners 

speak to the horrific, immoral events 

unfolding as children remain sepa-

rated from their parents, living in 

cages and prisons. May her words be 

our prayer, to keep us vigilant, to 

keep us speaking out upon God’s  

behalf. 

In Christ, 

     “Prayer for Action” by Kaitlin Curtice 

      O God, 

When it feels like the world is on fire,  

we don’t always know what to do. 

Do we light candles and pray? 

Do we scream and yell in the streets? 

Do we open our wallets? 

Do we prepare guest rooms in our homes? 

Do we write letters and make phone calls? 

We don’t always know what it looks like to 

make crooked ways straight, to stand up to injustice. We don’t always 

know what it looks like to call oppressors to account, to bring them into 

the full awareness of the injustice they hold over others. 

But we are begging for mercy, for justice, for all those things you tell 

us to look for. We are begging for mercy for children who are cold and 

tired, for parents who cannot stop aching. 

The widowed ones and the orphaned ones are yours, and if they are 

yours, they are ours, too. 

When those children are crying in cages and we cannot get to them, 

when those parents are desperate to hold their babies again and we can-

not console, show us what it means to be the face of love. Show us what it 

means to have hands and feet that only work for good. 

We acknowledge that we are called to be people who fight for human 

rights, and it is not a choice. 

O God, teach us what self-care looks like. Show us what strength looks 

like. Show us what Love looks like. Because we are a nation that has al-

ways oppressed children, deeming them worthless, pieces moved on a 

chess board to punish and control cultures and peoples. 

This is hatred in every sense. 

Teach us how to be people who stand against it again and again 

for the sake of every child and every person who wants a quiet, 

safe place to lay their heads at night. 

Teach us to be brave, we pray, When we have no idea what it looks 

like.  Amen. 

Kaitlin Curtice is a Native American Christian writer, speaker and 

worship leader at www.kaitlincurtice.com. 

We are called to pray for our country: for justice, mercy, kindness 
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By Marilyn McLean 

If you want to help do something 

about gun violence, we hope to have 

a petition here at the church for you 

to sign in order to put an initiative on 

the November ballot.   

The proposed initiative bans  

assault weapons and ammunition 

magazines capable of holding more 

than 10 rounds.  Specifically, it  

would prohibit the manufacture,  

import, sale, purchase, transfer, and 

possession of these weapons and 

make a violation a Class B felony. 

The Oregon Supreme Court has 

not given their final approval due to 

some appeals that must be consid-

ered, but we hope that will happen 

shortly, and we need to be ready to 

go because the deadline for signa-

tures is July 6.  And we need 88,000 

signatures from registered Oregon 

voters! 

We are recruiting volunteers to 

take the petitions into our local  

community for signing.  It won’t 

solve all the problems of gun  

violence, but it is a step in the right 

direction in dealing with this enor-

mous problem that has caused so 

many tragedies in our country. 

If you would like to volunteer to 

collect signatures, contact Marilyn 

MacLean at 541-708-6149. 

The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the August issue. Please submit by Thursday, July 26, which 

is later than usual due to staff vacations. Email (preferred) to 

huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Marcia Hunter, editor 

Flicks N Faith: ‘Chariots of Fire’ 
Join us in Calvin Hall for the film “Chariots of Fire,” a 

1981 British historical drama. It tells the fact-based story of 

two athletes in the 1924 Olympics: Eric Liddell, a devout 

Scottish Christian who runs for the glory of God, and Harold 

Abrahams, an English Jew who runs to overcome prejudice.  

It was nominated for seven Academy Awards and won 

four, including Best Picture and Best Original Screenplay. It 

is ranked 19th in the British Film Institute's list of Top 100 

British films.  

We’ll discuss the role of faith in the main characters. 

Please join us! 

While pastor Dan and  

family are on vacation, Rev. 

Steve Parker will be preaching 

on July 22, and Eleanor  

Robison will preach on July 29. 

Please be sure to welcome and 

support these guest ministers! 

Welcome two guest preachers in July 

Campaign underway to stop sale, transfer of assault weapons 

Tuesday, July 17 at 6 pm 
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A Time to Bridge   

“Something there is that doesn’t 

love a wall, that wants it down.” 

“Mending Wall,” by Robert Frost 

Have you read the speech Dennis 

Slattery gave at the SOU commence-

ment last weekend? Dennis deliv-

ered some tender words of apprecia-

tion to the students and colleagues in 

the university community, his  

Ashland constituents-- as one of our 

city councilors-- and all the guests at 

the graduation ceremony.  He cele-

brated many good-hearted individu-

als he respects, who serve in leader-

ship positions. The tone of his words 

bespeaks a joyful man who honors 

all.  Read it on the church website at 

http://www.firstpresashland.org/

dennis_slatterys_sou_commencement 

_speech 

I’ve observed that people in  

authority tend to handle their jobs as 

either a means to wield power over 

others or as an opportunity to fulfill 

responsibilities which serve others. 

This speech suggests that, as a  

professor, trustee and city councilor, 

Dennis fits the servant role.    

 At one point in the essay I felt a 

wonderful, visceral tremble of  

excitement.  I shed a few tears of 

pure joy. In what seems to be a  

season of elbow-throwing,  

ego-driven power guys, here is a 

gentleman who simply takes his 

place as a helper.  It is not about him. 

I found solace and hope in  

Dennis’ words on the day I read  

reports of our government officials 

handling a wave of refugees by sepa-

rating terrified children from their 

mortified parents. Their wailing  

disturbed my peace. 

As a public-school board  

member up at Pinehurst, I took an 

oath to ensure that persons in our 

school abide by this policy:  

Harassment, intimidation or  

bullying and acts of cyberbullying by 

students, staff and third parties  

toward students is strictly prohibited. 

Theoretically, if my four sister 

board members and I followed the 

example of our current federal  

administration, when these acts  

occur, we would encourage our  

administrator to launch a “zero  

tolerance” retaliation on the har-

asser.  In this legal view, if a “third 

party,” such as the current POTUS, 

visited our area, we should probably 

not allow him on our campus.  His 

public behavior includes numerous 

examples violating these prohibi-

tions.  

Yet, we would welcome him.  Our 

mission is to teach our kindergarten 

through fifth grade pupils to treat all 

others with respect; to grow children 

into tolerant and principled, wise 

and warm young adults.  This would 

also include a public official who de-

means others with derogatory nick 

names, threats, lies and distortions. 

Even so, we would demean ourselves 

if we harassed the harasser or bully 

tweeted a bully tweeter. Instead we 

would aspire to act in ways of grace 

and hospitality to the bully and 

would collude to practice the Golden 

Rule and open our school as a  

gesture of respect due all persons. 

We would offer our president a cup 

of tea and engage in a chat with him 

to express our concerns and listen to 

his. 

Dennis ends his address by  

recommending that the SOU gradu-

ates go out to their respective  

communities and build bridges, not 

walls. One bridge might reunite the 

imprisoned stranger with her walled

-off, terrified child. Another bridge 

might deliver voters to elect  

lawmakers who chose to welcome 

these pilgrim families and bring 

them into circles of productive care, 

instead of demonizing, embittering 

and imprisoning them.  

by Sam Alvord 

Haiku Corner 

Edging my garden, 

rows of interesting stones. 

Only one has moss. 

By “Poet” Robb Grover
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By Marcia Hunter, clerk 

The congregation is being asked 

to weigh in on an important decision 

that was discussed at our June  

session meeting,  Please read this 

article all the way through and then 

make your opinions known to a  

session member.  

Phil Johncock, representing the 

Ashland task force One Site, present-

ed a proposal asking our church to 

consider renting Calvin Hall for a 

homeless shelter seven nights a 

week beginning in November. His 

group has researched many Ashland 

sites and has determined that ours is 

the best.  

The group would pay rent to the 

church, and money would also be 

budgeted for janitorial services,  

repairs and maintenance, and a  

permanent security person. The 

agreement would be for one winter 

with a renewal option for year two, 

after which a permanent shelter 

would be ready in 2020. Guests 

would be pre-screened and limited to 

50 Ashland residents with first 

choice given to the most vulnerable. 

Rules would include 7:30 to 7:30  

occupancy, no drugs or alcohol, etc. 

with rule breakers being turned 

away in the future, with a paid coor-

dinator to handle issues that come 

up. Guests would be connected with 

social services through the shelter to 

help them get into jobs, treatment, 

and housing.  

Discussion of the pros and cons 

brought up some difficult issues. 

There are concerns about an added 

workload for our Building and 

Grounds committee, the impact on 

the pre-school downstairs, ineligible 

people sleeping on the grounds, fire 

regulations, storage, and the impact 

on the neighborhood. The One Site 

group is very willing to work with 

the church to iron out any problems. 

Session members discussed at 

length this proposal and its potential 

impact on the church. The overarch-

ing feeling was that, in spite of the 

hardships, this is what we are called 

to do as Christians, and a shelter is a 

way we can act out our faith.  (See 

the letter on the next page from the 

Interfaith Clergy Circle.)  

However, because we have made 

a commitment to the preschool in a 

recent contract, session felt that it is 

asking a lot of us to have a shelter 

here seven days a week.  Perhaps 

four – Friday, Saturday, Sunday and 

Monday, with other venues picking 

up the three weekdays? There was 

also discussion about whether some 

church members would be so  

opposed to the idea that they would 

leave us, or perhaps, on the other 

hand, our congregation might grow, 

with new people joining us because 

we are the “home of the shelter.” 

Session did not make a decision 

at the meeting.  Instead we will  

discuss input from the congregation 

at our next meeting on July 15.  

If you have ideas or feelings 

about this proposal, please pass 

them along to a session member. 

It’s a big decision, and it’s im-

portant that everyone be heard. 

Session notes for June 

By Lori Freed 

The next Jamaica dental mission 

trip is on the schedule for October 

2018. The program is provided 

through Great Shape Inc.: 1000 

Smiles. This trip is focused on  

elementary school children.  We will 

participate in the dental needs of up 

to three village schools, grades 1-6. 

Their dental care will include clean-

ings, fillings, extractions, sealants, 

education, toothbrushes, toothpaste 

and a small gift toy. 

I am responsible for $900 in  

program fees, my flight expenses 

(around $1800), 200 toothbrushes, 

200 tubes of toothpaste, dental floss 

and small kids’ gift toys.  The toys 

need to fit easily 

in a suitcase, for 

example, small stuffed animals, sun-

glasses, crayons, necklaces, cars, etc. 

I am requesting financial spon-

sorship, which is tax deductible.  

Make checks out to First Presby-

terian Church with the memo  

Jamaica Dental Mission. Submit 

checks on Sundays in the offering or 

weekdays at the office. You can also 

help by donating toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, dental floss, gloves, kids’ 

sunglasses, and other small toys in 

the narthex or church office. 

Thank you for your help and 

participation to make this trip  

happen. 

Lori Freed to return to  

Jamaica for dental mission 
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An open letter to the people and leaders of Ashland and the Rogue Valley: 
We, the Interfaith Clergy Circle of 

Ashland, Oregon, raise a call to  

action on behalf of our homeless and 

at-risk neighbors here in Ashland 

and beyond. We are one neighbor-

hood, one community, stretching 

town to town across the Rogue  

Valley. We call all people of good 

heart to come together to cultivate 

compassion for each other, rich and 

poor, young and wise, hopeful and 

despairing. 

 We recognize a deep and grow-

ing need in our community for all to 

have access to clean water, sustain-

ing food, safe shelter, and basic  

medical care. 

“You have within you more love 

than you could ever understand.”  

Rumi 

We entreat those with comfort to 

give comfort to those in need. We 

entreat those with full bellies to fill 

the bellies of the hungry. We entreat 

those with safe shelter free of fear or 

cold or heat or harm to share in the 

building of a place of shelter for 

those in need to rest their burdens, 

shower, recuperate, and heal from 

the trauma of living on the street. We 

entreat the whole community to take 

the action needed to build, fund, and 

sustainably operate a shelter for 

men, women and children, the elder-

ly, open 24 hours a day, 365 days a 

year, local and accessible to those in 

need. 

 There is a real and sustained 

need for a shelter where community 

members and caseworkers can build 

fruitful relationships; a central loca-

tion where community can be forged 

and recovery can begin; a central 

location where guests can count on a 

place to sleep, a respite from  

summer smoke and heat, a warm 

place to escape the snow and ice, and 

a place from which sustainable hous-

ing can be found and a more stable 

life can grow. 

Such a shelter must be in the 

community it will serve. In a commu-

nity shelter, caseworkers can be 

mindful of the needs of the residents 

of that community—keeping chil-

dren in school and those in need 

near their networks of support. Shel-

ter provides the consistent rest and 

stability for employed adults to  

responsibly maintain their jobs, even 

when they don’t earn enough money 

to rent their own residences. Case-

workers must be prepared to offer 

trained and sustained assistance for 

those with disabilities and mental 

illness, and in this way, achievable 

goals can be set in the healing of  

illness, addiction, poverty, and aban-

donment.  

Food, water, and shelter are  

universal rights given to every  

person as a child of God. Such care 

and provision is a spiritual and  

moral obligation. The mandates of 

compassion and care of neighbor 

unite all faiths, wisdoms, and disci-

plines. Providing adequate housing 

to everyone is a religious duty in  

Judaism. Most famous among these 

texts is Isaiah’s prophetic cry to 

“take the poor into your homes.” For 

Christians, Jesus says “feed the poor, 

clothe the naked, comfort the sick.” 

For the spiritual but not religious,  

we ask: What does the spiritual  

involve in terms of taking action? 

How is the Spirit the agent for a  

better world? For the humanist, we 

call for action to uplift humanity. 

“May we resolve to dedicate our 

life to the service of humankind and 

uplift them to Divinity.” Yajur Veda 

  We applaud the efforts over 

many years of the many hundreds of 

leaders, professionals, and volun-

teers who have taken action across 

Ashland and the Rogue Valley to alle-

viate suffering and build relation-

ships across income levels. As a  

community, we are all in this togeth-

er. We share accountability to the life 

we live and choose. If we walk by the 

one in need, what are we accounta-

ble to? For every person is a person 

of sacred worth, and every voice  

deserves to be heard. We believe we 

are in a time of great opportunity. 

The need for day and night shelter is 

clear. We ask for the generosity of 

the comfortable, the stewardship of 

the professional, the compassion of 

the faithful, and the leadership of the 

political. We need one place. A  

sustaining place. A transforming 

place. A uniting place. In the face of 

years of effort by churches, leaders, 

and community members, it is  

unconscionable to imagine Novem-

ber arriving and there still not being 

a place for our homeless neighbors. 

We ask for compassion. We call 

for action. Be a signatory to this let-

ter, donate, or volunteer. Act. For, in 

a community fractured by want, we 

must come together as one  

people, one community, one stand-

ard of care, one outpouring of faith. 

“God loves each of us as if there 

were only one of us.” St. Augustine 

Signed, 

Ashland Interfaith Clergy Circle, 

including Rev. Dan Fowler, 

Pastor, First Presbyterian Church , 

and 18 others from the Ashland and 

surrounding communities. 
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By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club will 

meet in July to discuss Ann 

Patchett’s #1 New York Times best-

seller Commonwealth. 

According to Amazon, “This is 

the story of how an unexpected  

romantic encounter irrevocably 

changes two families’ lives. One  

Sunday afternoon in Southern Cali-

fornia, Bert Cousins shows up at 

Franny Keating’s christening party 

uninvited. Before evening falls, he 

has kissed Franny’s mother, Bever-

ly—thus setting in motion the disso-

lution of their marriages and the 

joining of two families.  

“Spanning five decades,  

Commonwealth explores how this 

chance encounter reverberates 

through the lives of the four parents 

and six children involved. . . . Told 

with equal measures of humor and 

heartbreak, Commonwealth is a  

meditation on inspiration, interpre-

tation, and the ownership of stories. 

It is a brilliant and tender tale of the 

far-reaching ties of love and respon-

sibility that bind us together.” 

The book club will meet at the 

home of Marcia Hunter on Monday, 

July 30 at 7 p.m. for discussion and 

snacks.  Everyone is welcome. 

Women’s Book Club reading Commonwealth 

Men’s Book Club’s next meeting in July 

By David Hall 

      The First Presbyterian Men’s 

Book Club is currently reading Killer 

Angels by Michael Shaara (analysis of 

the battle of Gettysburg).  We will 

meet Thursday, July 12 at 5:45 p.m. 

at Smithfield’s Pub n Pies on 2nd 

Street to discuss this book.  

      The September book for the 

Men’s Book Club has been changed 

since the last Dialogue article came 

out. The September book will now 

be Annihilation by Jeff Vandermeer 

(sci-fi).  We will meet on Thursday, 

Sept. 13 at 5:45 p.m. at Smithfield’s 

Pub n Pies. 

Westminster Circle will hold its 

traditional summer potluck at 

the home of Sue Sager on 

Thursday, July 19 at noon.  All 

are welcome.  

Congratulations to Michael 

McCollom, a member of First  

Presbyterian, who received his 

Master of Arts in Teaching 

(MAT) degree at SOU on  

Saturday,  June 16.   

Quite an accomplishment! 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

9 – Helga Binder 

9 – Laurel Dryland 

9 – Kathy Hoxmeier 

15 – Greg Jones 

22 – Bill Quiett 

26 – Mary Smelcer 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

2 – Brian and Carrie Prechtel 

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, June 30 at 1 p.m. for 

long-time church member Eldora Nelson. Eldora died on May 30, 2018 at 

the age of 98. 

She was ordained as an elder on Jan. 24, 1971 and served for six 

years.  

Eldora will be greatly missed. To read her full obituary, go to http://

mailtribune.com/news/obituaries/eldora-may-nelson-06-22-2018 
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Justice and Fairness 

“Do not spread false rumors, and 

do not help a guilty person by giving 

false testimony.  Do not follow the 

majority when they do wrong or 

when they give testimony that  

perverts justice.  Do not show  

partiality to a poor person at his  

trial. “If you happen to see your  

enemy's cow or donkey running 

loose, take it back to him.  If his  

donkey has fallen under its load, 

help him get the donkey to its feet 

again; don't just walk off. 

“Do not deny justice to a poor 

person when he appears in 

court.  Do not make false accusa-

tions, and do not put an innocent 

person to death, for I will condemn 

anyone who does such an evil 

thing.  Do not accept a bribe, for a 

bribe makes people blind to what is 

right and ruins the cause of those 

who are innocent. 

“Do not mistreat a foreigner; you 

know how it feels to be a foreigner, 

because you were foreigners in 

Egypt. 

The Seventh Year 

 and the Seventh Day 

“For six years plant your land 

and gather in what it produces. But 

in the seventh year let it rest, and do 

not harvest anything that grows on 

it. The poor may eat what grows 

there, and 

the wild  

animals can 

have what is 

left. Do the 

same with 

your vineyards and your olive trees. 

“Work six days a week, but do 

no work on the seventh day, so that 

your slaves and the foreigners who 

work for you and even your animals 

can rest. 

 “Listen to everything that I, 

the Lord, have said to you. Do not 

pray to other gods; do not even 

mention their names. 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

Sixteen church members, plus Dan who took the picture, enjoy a recent SOAP lunch of good food and fellowship. 

July Bible verses  Exodus 23:1-13 
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Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2 3 4 Independence Day 5 6 71

Office Closed Calvin Hall Unavailable

9 10 11 12 13 14
10am Back Porch Bible Study

8
Birthday Sunday 

2:30pm Deacons
5:45pm Men's Book Club

16 17 18 19 20 2115
10am Back Porch Bible Study

6pm Faith and Flicks 12pm Westminster Circle
Chariots of Fire summer potluck

22 23 24 25 26  Dialogue Entries Due 27 28
Guest pastor Steve Parker

29 30 31
Guest Leader Eleanor Robison 10am Dialogue Folding

Susan Vacation 7pm Women's Book Club
Dan Vacation

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat          Realtors Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am         Thurs
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri          OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm 1st & 3rd Tues
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat          OLLI Watercolor Nursery 10am-1pm Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon          OLLI Logic Group Small Meeting Room 12pm-1pm Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri          OLLI Dream Group Small Meeting Room 10am-11am Mon

Weekly Building Schedule

Dan Vacation
Susan Vacation

Susan Vacation
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