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A reminder in the night sky of God still at work
I’m fascinated by our night sky
and all it shows us. Were I in any
way decent in mathematics, I think I
would have minored in astronomy in
college. (My one astronomy class
confirmed that, alas, studying the
stars was not to be.) I share this
because I was so excited when I
heard that there would be a convergence in the night sky of Jupiter and
Saturn for the first time in 800 years.
I was, however, disappointed
when I went out with my wife on
Dec. 21 to look for this convergence,
which many astronomers called “ the
Christmas Star.” Unfortunately, a
band of clouds on the western horizon was in the way, obstructing our
view. Fortunately, a neighbor friend
of ours was even more excited than
we were, and she drove out to the
hills above Emigrant Lake and took
this photo (below) of the convergence of these two planets.
(I’ve also included a spectacular

photo, shot over the Rockies just
prior to the convergence by Lars
Leber— to the right.)
What was the star that guided
the Wisemen to the home of Jesus as
a toddler? This rare astronomical
event has been dubbed the
"Christmas star," because some
astronomers have theorized the
“Star of Bethlehem” could have been
a rare conjunction involving Jupiter
and Saturn. Other astronomers have
other equally-compelling theories
about planets converging, super
novas and the like, to explain what
might have caused a bright star to
shine around 4 B.C. (the likely time
of Jesus’ birth).
As for me, junior astronomer
who is poor in math, I like to think
that what we saw this week was
what some wisemen astrologers also
saw some 2,000 years ago, which in
time led them to an encounter with
the Holy Family. The Christmas Star
we just saw is a reminder
to get beyond the gloss of
the Biblical story or our
manger scenes on the
mantel, so that we can
remember that faith is
real, that there really was
some bright object shining
which led real people to
experience a holy mystery,
encountering God and
faith and meeting a
Messiah.

We need faith to be real, and for
bright stars to shine in the night sky,
especially now, especially when
times seem so difficult and dark. We
need to believe that God is still
active, not just in the lives of people
thousands of years ago. The
Christmas Star shone again in our
night skies to remind us that God is
still at work, still weaving light and
hope and faith into our lives, still
giving us experiences of holy
mystery and encounters with God,
and to remind us that, no matter
how dark things may become, a light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it. Ever.
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year,

Page 2

Dialogue

What’s happening in January at our virtual church?

Epiphany star reminder—
hold onto the sealed envelope with
your Epiphany star(s) inside (it
came in your Advent Faire bag)
until the Epiphany Sunday service
on Jan. 3. Dan will let you know
when the time is right for you to
open the envelope.
If you are a family of more than
one, it might be a good idea to
close your eyes and select a star
without looking at the word, so
you will feel that it is truly YOUR
word for the year, not your family
member’s.

Dan is changing the day of the
week for Zoom Bible study to
Wednesday mornings at 10,
beginning on Wednesday, Jan. 6,
in order to accommodate a men’s
coffee group that meets Thursday
mornings. Please join us for discussion, study, and reflection on the
scriptures. Just click on the link and
say “Hello!”

A special speaker will be
featured in church on Jan. 17.
Willie Richardson, president of
Oregon Black Pioneers, will be our
guest. Willie is a Christian who
believes God has called her to have
dialogue with the white Christian
church about matters of race, and
specifically to shed light on the
racist history of the founding of
our home state of Oregon.
Pastor Dan first heard Willie
speak to a group of around 200
people, the Reckoning with Race
group put together by Ecumenical
Ministries of Oregon back in October. Willie’s story about her own
life is compelling and heartfelt.
Please tune in for this opportunity
to learn about matters of race in
America.
Also, during our Zoom coffee
hour after worship there will be a
short video presentation about
Black pioneers in Oregon, followed
by a discussion with Willie. Please
join us on Jan. 17.

The Dialogue
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue. Articles are
welcome for the February issue. Please submit by Thursday, Jan. 21.
Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com
Marcia Hunter, editor

Executive Presbyter for Mission
and Vision, Rev. Brian Heron, will
be joining our Zoom session
meeting on Jan. 21. Session will
have the chance to talk with Brian
about where they feel our church is
now and explore visions for what
the church will become postpandemic.

Dan will be leading a Zoom
meeting for folks who have been
attending virtually over the last
year who wish to join the church.
Look for an invitation in late February!

A virtual annual meeting on
Zoom will be Sunday, Jan. 31 after
the service. Session will present the
budget for 2021, and you’ll hear
reports about what we were able to
accomplish this past year, even in
the midst of a pandemic! Be sure to
look for the link on your email.
Please turn in any annual
reports from committees via email
to the church office no later than
Wednesday, Jan. 13. Send them to
our office manager, Susan Coghill, at
presbyashland@yahoo.com
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Session notes for December
By Marcia Hunter, clerk
The main item of business for
the meeting was to look at the
current financial status and approve
the 2021 budget. Treasurer Jill
Turner reported that our revenue
has exceeded expenditures for the
year 2020. Pledges for next year so
far total $197,000, and the proposed
budget is based on a guess that
10-12 more people will still pledge.
Session members will call those
who have not yet pledged.
The government Paycheck
Protection Loan should be converted to a grant sometime next year.
The budget shows a 7% increase
over last year, with wages increasing 3% (a bit above presbytery
recommendation). The staff has
done an amazing job this year and
session agreed with the personnel
committee that we should show our
support. The budget includes a Partners in Mission increase to help
struggling churches in our presbytery.
The 2021 budget assumes that
we have no long-term tenant downstairs in Calvin Hall, but we will
need to find someone by 2022. So
keep your eyes open for a non-profit
that matches our church mission.
Session unanimously approved
the budget and will present it at the
congregational meeting in January.
Thank you to Jill Turner for her
hard work.
Remaining mission funds for
this year ($2,230) were divided
between the following organizations that are helping with food and
housing : LTSST, Rogue Food Unites,
Phoenix Presbyterian Church, and
Farm to School.
The annual report for this year
will be a little shorter than usual but

will still highlight what has been
going on in the church this year. If
you have a report, please send it
to Susan by Jan. 13. The final
report will be emailed/mailed
according to the Dialogue list.
People who usually get the Dialogue
by email but want a hard copy of the
annual report can come by and pick
it up or ask to have it mailed.
The Buildings and Grounds
Committee is researching new flooring for the upstairs in Calvin Hall
after the shelter closes.
The winter team reported that
the Advent Faire bags were a big hit
and many thank you notes were
received.
The Nominating Committee is
still looking for one new deacon. If
you are interested, please contact
Jim Holloway.
Thanks to outgoing elder Elaine
Morgan for her six years of service
(and many more in other capacities).
Dan requested time off January
24-26. Sam Alvord will preach for
Dan that Sunday.

FPC receives PC(USA)
mental health grant
By Bea Berry
Recently our church received a
$3400 grant from the Presbyterian
Church USA to provide mental
health education and training
programs for our congregation and
other non-profit agencies in Southern Oregon. Mental health issues
affect many of our families and
friends, and, unfortunately, we do
not always know how to deal with
mental illness.
This training program will
include help for you and your loved
ones. We will also reach out to
caregivers, clergy, community leaders, staff, volunteers, and others
who deal with persons suffering
from mental illness.
We will begin the virtual or
in-person program as soon as
possible. Topics will include information (mental health illnesses,
causes, treatments and advocacy
methods) and training (how to
identify, intervene and de-escalate
situations with the mentally ill).
More details will follow in
future Dialogue issues.
Paula
Fowler
spearheaded an effort
to knit hats
for our shelter guests.
Here are 63
hats, 13
head bands
and 18
scarves,
ready for
Christmas
Eve giving.
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Let’s See

My Christmas sister
Here we sit on the morning of
Christmas Eve, eating our granola
and staring into each other’s eyes.
Patsy has just reminded me of one
of the several Christmas Eves we
hosted in our home over the thirtyfive years of living and teaching at
Lincoln, when we had as many as
thirty guests for a smorgasbord and
Christmas party. Unbidden and
unspoken, the fact has hit like an
arrow that this night would be just
us two. She has tears; I slink into my
lost and frozen mode.
I mumble a stale, worthless curse
of the Trump administration. She
immediately brightens up, reaches
across the table for my hand and
declares: “ It’s going to be fine,
Tommy.* We will have a special meal
I am planning. Then we watch
Lessons and Carols while we eat the
dessert I am making this afternoon,
and then we play our Scrabble game
and finally watch Miracle on 34th St.
This recitation comes as an antidote for despair to a guy who has
spent two hours sitting by the woodstove, staring out on the frozen lawn,
remembering five or six horrible
Christmas experiences I have
suffered in my life. It rescues me
from a fit of despair and reminds me
of the words from the carol which I
cling to when the sun sets on my
attempts to maintain optimism: “The
hopes and fears of all the years are
met in Thee tonight.”
It works. I remember that two
weeks ago I received an email from
an unknown address. The message
was short. It contained a screen shot
of a portion of a family tree which
depicted my mother and the sender,

By Thomas “Sam” Alvord

Dona, and me as her possible brother! Her son signed her up to an app
that uncovers DNA bonds. Turns out
that, indeed, Dona is my half-sister.
I was not yet two when my mother left my father, my three older
brothers and me in 1950. I never saw
her again until 1985.
Well, according to Dona, at age
four in 1943 “our” mother had also
left her and a brother for my father!
Dona never heard another thing
about her missing mom. And now
she finds out she has a Sam in her life
and three other brothers!
Dona wonders if I want to strike
up a correspondence. She tells me
she is a former elementary teacher,
lives in the mountains of Eastern
Tennessee, heats with wood, has a
dog and writes an email every
Monday to a house-bound 100-yearold friend. Her email reveals wit and
warmth.
I got this message at the peak of
the president’s attempt to rally his
followers to strike down the election
results. I feared this might be a
person whose politics and mine are
going to clash and decide to write
back with a very brief, wary note.
“Hello, Dona. I believe you are
one of two offspring of my mother,
that I only learned existed a dozen
years ago when my brother said he
heard about you and a sibling from
our mother just before she died. I am
an elder in the Presbyterian church,
a retired professor, and I live in
Oregon.“
She wrote back. “Oh, my
husband, Jerry, and I are Presbyterians, too. We sing in the choir, and
Jerry is the church sexton.” Smile.

We now write regularly. Dona is
82, severely suffering from—but far
from defeated by—arthritis, living in
a log home she and Jerry built. She
has chosen not to own a TV, but she
keeps aware of things online. She
operated an art supply store for
many years and is an artist herself.
Jerry is a musician who plays in three
blue grass bands. They have a strong
family, and they savor the joys of
relationships and tenderness. Like
us, they compost.
She is neither Blue nor Red, but
she supports a ministry in Africa
which has taken on AIDS, and she
wants our government to help
people who are sick, hungry, homeless and worn down. Dona exchanges
many messages and photos every
week which spread care and humor.
They make me happy that this motherless child has become a friend and
mother and sister to others.
I feel jolly to accept my role as
her motherless bro!
Merry Christmas, friends!

*Patsy calls me “Tommy” exclusively. I
like that.
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Christmas joy shared with members, friends, community
Shelter guests receive Christmas gifts
Deacons support
By Carolyn Johnson
Well, even the coronavirus
could not put a damper on our
Christmas Shoebox Ministry
project. We needed 40 gifts (30
male and ten female), and 18 of
Santa’s elves (you!) volunteered to
provide warm socks, gloves,
scarves, personal items, and sweet
treats.

The shoeboxes and gift bags
were taken to Calvin Hall on
Christmas Eve. Lisa Smith, the shelter coordinator for OHRA, placed
one on each guest’s bunk, so that
when the shelter guests arrived
they found a Christmas surprise.
A special thank you and blessings to each member who donated
to this Advent ministry!

Advent Faire group effort reaches all
By Marcia Hunter
Our traveling Advent Faire was
a big success, not what we would
have wished for, but a good substitute. I heard lots of people saying
how much they loved the bags and
swags, and especially they liked
that we did something! We
received a lot of emails and lovely
cards thanking us for the goodies
in the bag. There was even an article in the presbytery’s Cascades
Connection about the event.
The committee worked very
hard to put together and distribute
100 Advent Faire bags. Someone
commented that it might have been
the first time that we connected
with every member and friend of
the church on the same day.
Many people helped and,
although we tried not to be in the
same place at the same time, everything came together. Thanks to Pat
Alvord for packing all the soup
containers and getting them into
the bags; Tammy Hald for the
cards; Joanne Costantino, Jill
Turner, and those who donated the
puzzles and Joanne and Sue Sager
who stuffed them in the bags;
Dennis and Sandra Slattery for

collecting the prayer rocks at the
coast and Dan for painting all of
them and adapting the poem; Dan
for previewing and ordering the
devotions books; Susan Coghill for
the photocopying; Shirley Patton
and Barbara Marsh for the cake in
a mug and Jill Turner who located
and sterilized the mugs; Jill Turner
and helpers (Debbie Miller, Katie
Moeglein, Kathy Sager, Sandra Slattery, Bill and Sue Sager, Laurie
Freed, Jana Freed, and Barb Street,
for the swags and mistletoe; and
Jill for the labels and amazing
delivery organization. I did the
origami craft, the Epiphany stars
(with help), the card inserts,
shopped for cake ingredients and
stuffed the bags, along with others.
Also thanks to all the people
who came on Sunday to hand out
bags and deliver them (Sue and Bill
Sager, Jill Turner, Barb Street, Dan
Fowler, Ruth Ralls, Denise
Deneaux, Debbie Miller, Margie
Lininger, Joanne Costantino, Jim
Holloway and Bea Berry) and
others whom I am sure I have
forgotten. It was a huge group
effort. Well done!

families in need

By Sharon Laskos
Our deacons gave 11 more
Phoenix Elementary fire-affected families $100 Shop ‘n’ Kart gift cards for
Christmas.
It was an amazing effort by our
congregation this Thanksgiving and
Christmas to support 22 families,
consisting of more than 40 adults and
70 children.
The deacons’ fund was also used to
provide gift cards for those in the safe
parking program, which surprised and
pleased the recipients.
Thank you, and “God bless us,
every one!”

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year
By Marilyn and Gene Wright
Many thanks to all the little
Christmas angels who made the Advent
Faire so alive and well. It was a very
special event, done on a bright sunny
day. So many benefits and fun for
everyone.
There was something creative for
all, plus a chance to see people we
hadn't seen in months. We are all so
appreciative of your caring and
love. Thank you so much.
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Women’s book club joining Rogue Reads program
By Marcia Hunter
The Women’s Book Club will
meet by Zoom on Monday, Jan. 25 at
7 p.m. (back to our original time).
We have changed our book list to
coincide with the library “Rogue
Reads” program, a Jackson County
Library program that encourages
everyone to read and discuss the
same books. We will read Red at the
Bone, by Jacqueline Woodson for our
January book.
Red at the Bone is a New York
Times Notable Book of the Year.
NPR review calls it an “exquisitely

wrought new novel that follows two
black families of different classes
whose lives become intertwined
when their only children conceive a
child “
One of the library features is a
talk with the author, a virtual Zoom
program on Sunday, Feb. 21 from
4-5. For more information and to
register, follow this link: https://
jcls.org/media-resources/pr/RogueReads-Features-Jacqueline-Woodson
Hope to see you for an interesting discussion on Jan. 25.

Message from the Quietts
Dear Jim (Holloway) and all
beloved Ashland friends, especially
contributors to the beautiful
Christmas Eve service.
We were fortunate to watch the
service before the “edit” and felt like
real participants while the sheet
music episode was neatly solved. It
allowed Judi to feel as though she

Men’s book club
meeting in January
By David Hall
The First Presbyterian Men’s
Book Club will next meet via Zoom
on Thursday, Jan. 28 at 5:30 p.m.
We will discuss the two open
books on our list: Stranger at my
Door by Peg Bowden (or Land of
Hard Edges, if you can’t find
Stranger at my Door), and Tears we
Cannot Stop by Michael Eric Dyson.
We will also be selecting our
next book.

was back in rehearsal with Laurie,
Dan, Beckie and others.
We are fine and pray for everyone’s health and success in keeping
up the needed spiritual work you do.
Much love, thank you and we
miss you all.
Bill and Judi Quiett
aquiettplace@ashandhome.net

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
2 – Gail Johnson
2 – Trish Styer
6 – Bruce Johnson
10 – Sam Fowler
10 – Bea Payton
11 – Jim Holloway
13 – Bob Brugger
20 – Kent Patton
23 – Barb Evans
25 – Bernie Binder
25 – Debbie Miller
27 – Rhoda Abrahams
28 – June Hall
29 – Al Jaeger

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
1 - Gene and Marilyn Wright
30 - Howdy and Debbie Miller

Haiku for January
Fire engine siren
sets my neighbor's dog howling.
Enjoyed the music.
By “Poet Robb” Grover
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The Year as a House
Think of the year
as a house:
door flung wide
in welcome,
threshold swept
and waiting,
a graced spaciousness
opening and offering itself
to you.

Let it be blessed
in every room.
Let it be hallowed
in every corner.
Let every nook
be a refuge
and every object
set to holy use.
Let it be here
that safety will rest.
Let it be here
that health will make its home.

By Jan Richardson
Let it be here
that peace will show its face.
Let it be here
that love will find its way.
Here
let the weary come
let the aching come
let the lost come
let the sorrowing come.
Here
let them find their rest
and let them find their soothing
and let them find their place
and let them find their delight.
And may it be
in this house of a year
that the seasons will spin in beauty,
and may it be
in these turning days

that time will spiral with joy.
And may it be
that its rooms will fill
with ordinary grace
and light spill from every window
to welcome the stranger home.
Submitted by Carol Horton

Advent Faire split pea soup was a hit!
From the kitchen of Pat Alvord
1 C split green peas
1 C split yellow peas
1 T each: dried onions, dried garlic, and dried parsley
1/4 t each: marjoram, thyme, celery seed, black pepper
1 t each: sea salt and vegetable bouillon
1 bay leaf

Add dry ingredients to two quarts of water in a
large saucepan or Dutch oven. Bring to a boil. Reduce
heat and simmer 1½-2 hours, stirring occasionally. If
desired, add one cup of diced ham or cooked crumbled
sausage during the last half hour of cooking.

Old family recipe brings back childhood memories
The Fowler family recently
unearthed an old recipe book from
Dan’s grandmother, entitled, Treasures From the McDonnell Kitchen.
Dan’s grandmother used to make a
special cookie at this time of year.
The recipe is below. Be thankful he
didn’t post the recipe for “Fish and
Avocado Casserole” or “Haggis.”

Oatmeal Scotchies
Beat 1 C butter, 1½ C brown
sugar, 2 eggs, 1 T water until creamy.
Combine 2 C flour, 2 t baking
powder, 1 t baking soda and 1 t salt.
Blend all together, and mix with 1½
cups oats, a 12-ounce package of
butterscotch morsels, and ½ t of
orange flavoring. Drop on buttered
pan. Bake at 375° for 10-12 minutes.

Editor’s note: Dan confessed to
the Bible study group that, when he
took one bite of this cookie, childhood
memories flooded back and he teared
up. I’ll bet this has happened to most
of us at one time or another, after
tasting something special from childhood. Paula’s response was, “My cooking doesn’t usually make you cry!”
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Bible verses for the month
Galatians 3:15-29

show what wrongdoing is, and it
was meant to last until the coming
My friends, I am going to use an of Abraham's descendant, to whom
everyday example: when two
the promise was made. The Law
people agree on a matter and sign was handed down by angels, with a
an agreement, no one can break it
man acting as a go-between. But a
or add anything to it. Now, God
go-between is not needed when
made his promises to Abraham and only one person is involved; and
to his descendant. The scripture
God is one.
does not use the plural “descendants,” meaning many people, but
The Purpose of the Law
the singular “descendant,” meaning
one person only, namely, Christ.
Does this mean that the Law is
What I mean is that God made a
against God's promises? No, not at
covenant with Abraham and prom- all! For if human beings had
ised to keep it. The Law, which was received a law that could bring life,
given four hundred and thirty years then everyone could be put right
later, cannot break that covenant
with God by obeying it. But the
and cancel God's promise. For if
scripture says that the whole world
God's gift depends on the Law, then is under the power of sin; and so
it no longer depends on his prom- the gift which is promised on the
ise. However, it was because of his basis of faith in Jesus Christ is given
promise that God gave that gift to
to those who believe. But before the
Abraham.
time for faith came, the Law kept us
What, then, was the purpose of all locked up as prisoners until this
the Law? It was added in order to
coming faith should be revealed.

And so the Law
was in charge of
us until Christ
came, in order
that we might
then be put right with God through
faith. Now that the time for faith is
here, the Law is no longer in charge
of us.
It is through faith that all of you
are God's children in union with
Christ Jesus. You were baptized into
union with Christ, and now you are
clothed, so to speak, with the life of
Christ himself. So there is no difference between Jews and Gentiles,
between slaves and free people,
between men and women; you are
all one in union with Christ Jesus. If
you belong to Christ, then you are
the descendants of Abraham and
will receive what God has promised.
Submitted by Debbie Miller

Received from Peace House. . . .
Dear Friends,
Here is a special note of thanks to you for all your generous
support of our work!
The fact that you keep us in your thoughts and hearts makes all
the difference to what we can do.
Please receive our gratitude for your gifts over time.
With appreciation,
Chris Reed, Peace House secretary, board members, and the
many people you help.

Regular Sunday Schedule
10am Streaming Worship
11am Zoom Fellowship

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

3 Epiphany Sunday

4

5

6 Epiphany of the Lord
10am Bible Study

7

10 Baptism of the Lord

11

12

13
Annual Reports due
10am Bible Study
5pm Deacons

14

15

16

20
10am Bible Study

21 Dialogue articles Due

22

23

5:30pm Session w/ guest
Brian Heron
28

29

30

5pm B & G
17
Special Guest during Zoom
Willie Richardson

18 MLK Day

24
Guest Leader Sam Alvord

25

19

Office Closed
26

27
10am Bible Study

7pm Women's Book Club
31
11:00 Annual Celebration
via Zoom

Overeaters Anonymous
Overeaters Anonymous
Alanon
AA Keep It Real

Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Sanctuary

Weekly Building Schedule
12pm-1pm
Mon
7pm-8pm
Thurs
7pm-8:30pm Fri
8am-9am Tues, Thurs, Sat

5:30 Men' Book Club
via Zoom

FRIDAY
SATURDAY
2
1 New Year's Day
Office Closed
8
9
2:30pm Finance Committee

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 626
service requested
Dated material
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Siskiyou and Walker
Ashland, OR 97520 541-482-3536
A welcoming and affirming congregation
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Ministers: the whole congregation
Our Mission
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice,
loving kindness and walking humbly with God.
Our Vision
Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table
Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland

