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‘Now what?’ is the question of the day
In case you haven’t heard, we did
have a congregational meeting on
Dec. 15 to vote on whether we were
going to sell a portion or all of our
church property, or begin a building
campaign to fix the nearly $300,000
worth of repairs on the church
campus. The results—72 people
voted, and it was a 36-36 tie.
(Actually, on Tuesday, we did receive
one more vote for doing a building
campaign, breaking the tie, but it is
still too close to go one way or the
other) This leads us to the question,
“NOW WHAT?”
My current answer is, “I have no
idea.” So, I am pondering and praying. I was hoping to receive a clear

answer from God on where our
church was, and although it wasn’t
quite what I expected, it was an
answer.
But it wasn’t the answer I wanted, mind you. I was hoping for one
direction or the other, so that we
could begin as a session and new
long range planning team to start
supporting the next step.
God doesn’t always give us a
clear answer. When the Apostle Paul
was complaining about “a thorn in
his side” to God—which may have
been a real pain in his body, or someone in his congregation who was
making life difficult— and asked
three times that it be removed from

January calendar of events
SPECIAL SESSION
dinner at 6 p.m. Friday in Calvin
MEETING—Sunday,
Hall, then meet until 8 or so. SatJan, 5 after the
urday we’ll meet from 9-12.
second service, Fireside Room,
to finalize the 2020 budget.
ANNUAL REPORTS DUE—All
submissions for the annual
report (you know who you are!)
must be turned in by Jan. 5.
ANNUAL MEETING/CELEBRATION
CHURCH LEADERSHIP RETREAT—
OF MINISTRY—Sunday, Jan. 26.
Jan. 17-18 at the church. This
We will have ONE combined
retreat is for all current and
service at 10 a.m., followed by a
incoming elders and deacons
potluck/meeting in Calvin Hall.
and the long range planning
Please bring a dish to share.
team. We’ll start with a potluck
(continued on page 2)

him (2nd Corinthians 12:7-9), God’s
response was, “My grace is sufficient
for you.” I doubt that was the answer
Paul wanted or was looking for, but it
was an answer nonetheless.
So, next steps? We have a leadership retreat at the church on Jan. 1718. Please pray for our church and
our leaders and speak with one
another about possible next steps.
Talk with our elders and deacons
about your ideas and feelings. Until
things do get figured out, God’s grace
is enough for us all.
In Christ,
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January calendar of
events (cont. from page 1)

JAZZ VESPERS IS BACK! SOJO
(Southern Oregon Jazz Orchestra) is
coming back to perform Jan. 26 at 4
p.m. in the sanctuary.

THREE-CHURCH POTLUCK on
Thursday, Jan. 30 at 5:30 p.m. at the
First Presbyterian Church of Phoenix. We will fellowship with one
another and talk about working with
the Phoenix church’s community
dinner.
We hope to form a Rogue Valley
Presbyterian Partnership between
our congregation, Medford First
Presbyterian and Phoenix Presbyterian. Come meet Presbyterians
from other churches and bring a
dish to share! Phoenix Presbyterian
Church is located at 121 W 2nd St. in
Phoenix.
Coffee hour volunteers are
needed for the month of January. Please sign up on the clipboard located on the welcome
table in the narthex. Your participation and contributions are
greatly appreciated! Thank you.

Epiphany celebrated with star words
By Marcia Hunter
Epiphany will be celebrated
this year on Sunday, Jan. 5, a time
when each person receives a star
with a special word for the year on
it. Some members of the congregation have a tradition of keeping
their stars in a prominent place all
year to remind themselves of their
special meaning. Sometimes the
meaning isn’t clear right away but
reveals itself in time.
I want to relate a story about last
year’s stars. At the session meeting
right after the Epiphany service, we
decided to share our words. I went
first. My word was “patience,”
which was so perfect for me, since I
was still dealing with an injury that
was taking its own good time to
heal. When I was making the stars
at home, I had really connected with
that word, but I was surprised when
I picked it out of the basket.
Next came Dan. We had unfortunately almost run out of stars, and
he was handed his star last; he
didn’t get to choose, so he was somewhat reluctant to feel that the word
he got, which was “faith,” was the

right word for him. But later he told
us that at the Interfaith Clergy Circle
meeting later that week each
member picked up a rock with a
word on the back. And guess what
his rock revealed? Yes, the word
“faith”!
Going around the table, Sam
Alvord admitted that he had a problem that his doctor might need to
look at, so his word “healing” was
very welcome. However, he had
been having trouble getting in to see
his doctor, who was very busy.
Sitting next to Sam was John
Sager, who happened to be Sam’s
doctor. And, lo and behold, John’s
star revealed the word “flexibility,”
so he of course offered to see Sam
the next day during his lunch hour!
Don’t let anyone tell you there
isn’t meaning in the stars!

Families say thank you, thank you, thank you
By Sharon Laskos
Our ten Ashland families who
received Shop ‘n Kart food cards at
Thanksgiving and Christmas and
Bi-Mart gift cards at Christmas were
so appreciative. Because of our
generous congregation, we were

The Dialogue
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue. Articles are
welcome for the February issue. Please submit by Thursday, Jan. 23.
Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com Marcia Hunter, editor

able to give out more than usual this
year.
Single parent moms and dads
who came with their children to pick
up cards were delighted. The family
members who missed the pick up
because they were in Urgent Care
with the flu were happy they could
pick up later in the office.
Holiday gifts totaling $1600 and
an additional $3000 in utility, rent,
and vouchers were given.
We are blessed to be able to help
our community.
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Let’s See

Up we go!

By Sam Alvord

Here comes a new year and a
new decade and a new challenge for
our congregation.
Session will meet in the first
week of 2020 and everyone knows
the hottest item on the docket. I
imagine we will take stock and
compare notes over the question:
“What did we learn from the vote?”
I rejoice that we are taking a few
weeks to just sit with that question
over the Christmas season and let it
simmer on the back burner. So, now
I can write about my favorite Christmas card the mail carrier delivered
to our house so far.
It arrived Monday from the
Carter family. Remember Jimmy and
Rosalyn? Their average age makes
our gang seem downright middle
aged! They enclosed the customary
photo. Most of the cards we receive
feature a rehearsed group shot of the
senders’ family and pets, revealing
joy and fun. The cutest in that category features the Matt and Dylan
Christianson family, their two
elementary-aged girls and the brandnew infant brother, all five dressed
in red and white striped pajamas
atop what looks to me like Pilot
Rock!
Jimmy and Ros chose to sit on a
bench in Africa with two native children between them. The former
president and first lady, casuallydressed, Jimmy in jeans and Ros
sporting a straw hat, look spry with
big toothy smiles. The boys seem
relaxed but serious, as if they are
relieved to just hang out with these
two kindly white American geezers.
Under the photo, framed by two olive
branches the words PEACE-HEALTHHOPE stand out.

The Carters want us to donate to
The Carter Center. She writes, ”All
over the world we want the same
things for our families: love, happiness, education and good health.
Unfortunately, there are so many
people with so little who give up
because the obstacles they face seem
overwhelming.”
When Ros and Jimmy were voted
out of the White House in 1981, they
experienced a “what-do-we-do-now”
crossroad. Sound familiar? They
moved past their disappointment
and committed to waging peace,
mediating conflicts, advancing
democracy and providing practical
help like medicine, water purification, and pushing volunteers to take
up a hammer with Habitat for
Humanity. I am sure they found their
footing following their Baptist faith
and the gospel message of responding to “the least of these.”
As the local family of believers on
Clark Street in Ashland, we are
pursuing the same goals by embracing the Matthew 25 model.
Patsy and I liked Carolyn’s
suggestion on Sunday. She said we

are trying to “right size” our ministry. Seventy-two voters affirmed
that goal. No one lost or won the
vote. We did make progress in two
ways. The voters want to act and the
goal is to make sure we have a
sustainable means of doing our
works of mercy responsibly.
In 2020 let’s see if we can reach
consensus on the specifics of our
mission and agree to the changes we
need to fulfill our vision. Our LongTerm Planners have well prepared
the way for these decisions. The next
slate of leaders will be helped by
hearing new suggestions and affirmations of possibilities already on
the table.
Wouldn’t it be satisfying to have
some shared, exciting plans underway by Christmas next year?
Then maybe the deacons will
want to send out a Christmas card
photo of all 123 of our members, in
our PJs, up on Pilot Rock with toothsome smiles of peace and good will
toward all.
Happy New Year, friends!
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Presbyterian Women planning programs
for study, fellowship in the new year
By Debbie Miller
All women of the church are
invited to learn more about one
another as we share a small
segment of our lives at the January
Presbyterian Women’s meeting on
Jan. 9 (the second Thursday) at
1 p.m. in the Fireside Room (note
the change of usual venue).
Delicious refreshments start
the meeting, followed by the interesting program. Please plan to
attend.
By Marilyn Mobley
Elsie Nelson Circle will meet
at the home of Marilyn MacLean on
Monday, Jan. 13 at 1 p.m.
Following dessert and fellowship, we will be studying Lesson 5
of our guide, A Fresh Look at the
Ten Commandments. This lesson,
entitled “Words of Love: Don’t Kill
Each Other,” focuses on understanding the many faces of murder
and how the beloved community is
to honor life by refusing any and
all death-dealing behaviors.

By Barbara Marsh
Westminster Circle will have
our first meeting of the new year at
the home of Joan Hancock at 10
a.m. on Jan. 16. Everyone will enjoy
sharing holiday stories while
sipping coffee or tea. Eventually,
we will concentrate on Lesson 4 of
our Horizon Bible Study, Love
Carved in Stone.
Eugenia Anne Gamble, the
author, is an engaging writer. We
are anxious to continue our look at
the Ten Commandments in a
fresh way. She does not use the
word "commandments" but rather
"the words."
We will talk about “Words of
Love: Honor the Life-givers.” We
will explore the gift of life and our
responsibility to those who bring
us to life.
It's been suggested we read this
lesson before the last minute, so we
have more self-reflection time. A
resolution for the new year?
If you wish to join a circle.,
contact Shirley Patton.

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
2 – Gail Johnson
2 – Trish Styer
6 – Bruce Johnson
10 – Sam Fowler
10 – Bea Payton
11 – Jim Holloway
13 – Bob Brugger
20 – Kent Patton
23 – Barb Evans
25 – Bernie Binder
25 – Debbie Miller
27 – Rhoda Abrahams
28 – June Hall
29 – Al Jaeger
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
1 – Gene and Marilyn Wright
30 – Howard & Debbie Miller

Book Club reading Smoke Gets in Your Eyes: And Other Lessons from the Crematory
By Marcia Hunter
The Women’s Book Club is reading Smoke Gets in Your Eyes: And
Other Lessons from the Crematory by
Caitlin Doughty for their Jan. 27
meeting at 7 p.m.
According to Goodreads, “Most
people want to avoid thinking about
death, but Caitlin Doughty—a twenty-something with a degree in medieval history and a flair for the macabre—took a job at a crematory, turning morbid curiosity into her life’s
work. Thrown into a profession of

gallows humor and vivid characters
(both living and very dead), Caitlin
learned to navigate the secretive
culture of those who care for the
deceased. . . .
“Her eye-opening, candid, and
often hilarious story is like going on
a journey with your bravest friend to
the cemetery at midnight. She demystifies death, leading us behind
the black curtain of her unique
profession. . . .
“Honest and heartfelt, selfdeprecating and ironic, Caitlin's

engaging style makes this otherwise
taboo topic both approachable and
engrossing. Now a licensed mortician
with an alternative funeral practice,
Caitlin argues that our fear of dying
warps our culture and society, and
she calls for better ways of dealing
with death (and our dead).”
The location for the book club is
yet to be determined. Please call
Marcia Hunter if you would like to
host the Monday, Jan. 27 meeting at
your house. Thanks!
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Presbyterian angels discover hidden treasure
By Marcia Hunter
As many of you know, my mom
died recently in Arizona. I was there
with her, holding her hand and
emptying her apartment in her last
days. This story will warm your
heart.
For many years my mom was a
member of Valley Presbyterian
Church. Their rummage sale people
swoop in to box up and haul away
whatever is left in someone’s home
and store the items for their annual
sale, which usually nets around
$30,000 for their mission projects.
Last week, after I had finished
cleaning out everything I needed, the
Presbyterian folks took over. I had

tried, without success, to find a
particular ring that I knew my mom
wanted me to have. A few hours after
I relinquished the keys, one of Mom’s
friends came over with a gift for me, a
little red pouch with a ruby ring and
my name on a sticky note inside. She
said they had found it, hidden away,
the very last thing they found, and
they knew it was for me.
I was so touched! That ring will
always be special. Another group
might have seen it as a real “score”
and sold it. But the Presbyterian
angels made one of the most difficult
days of my life more bearable. I know
Mom is happy that it all worked out.

Past wisdom
speaks to
present reality
A Cherokee elder was teaching
his grandchildren about life.
He said to them, “A fight is
going on inside me, a terrible fight
between two wolves. One wolf is
evil — he is fear, anger, envy,

sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance,
self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, competition,
superiority, and ego.
“The other is good — he is joy,
peace, love, hope, sharing,
serenity, humility, kindness,
benevolence, friendship, empathy,
generosity, truth, compassion, and
faith.

“This same fight is going on

Haiku Corner
Tiny birds crowding,
noisy in the tree they own,
chirping until spring.
By “Poet” Robb Grover

inside you, and inside every other
person, too.”
They thought about it for a
minute, and then one child asked
his grandfather, “Which wolf will
win?”
The old Cherokee simply
replied, “The one you feed.”
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John Sager brings medical help to refugee camp
By John Sager
Lesbos Island is a small Greek
Island just a couple miles off the
western coast of Turkey. It is the
nearest shore for refugees seeking
asylum in Europe, so consequently it
is the destination for many displaced
people fleeing wars in the Middle
East and Afghanistan. Two years ago
Kathy and I joined other volunteers
who met barely seaworthy rafts as
they came across the Aegean Sea and
landed on the shores of this island.
Once safely ashore, refugees are
taken to a sprawling camp called
Moria Camp. I returned this time to
volunteer in the camp’s main medical
clinic. Moria Camp, designed for
3,000 people, now holds 17,000. In
fact, the majority of people now spill
outside the walls into the surrounding hills because of the overcrowd-

ing. Here they set up makeshift shelters of tarp and plastic between trees
or place wooden posts and make a
lean-to of sorts. In winter it is wet,
cold and muddy and extremely
congested. Hardly a place anyone
would choose to live, especially with
a family, but there are limited other
options.
And into this place every day
more arrive. In the ten days I was
here, another 1500 came. Most of
those arriving are from Afghanistan,
Syria and Iraq with a few other countries also being represented. With
European Union nations increasingly
hard line, similar to our own, against
allowing refugees and immigrants to
enter their respective countries,
there is now little movement of
people out of these temporary
camps. In fact, many are being sent

Moria Refugee Camp

back to Turkey, despite having just
endured and survived a perilous sea
crossing earlier. So, they wait and
hope and endure.
This is the reality now for refugees in our world. They are fleeing
wars, violence and atrocities and,
instead of finding compassionate,
understanding and accepting people
in affluent countries, they find politicians and propaganda that encourage building of walls, fear and prejudice. It is clearly part of our human
DNA to protect our tribe, so to speak,
and in many words or thoughts, to
say it is not our issue or problem, it is
theirs.
But it is asked of us, in fact
implored, in all the religions of the
world, to be merciful and kind, especially to the stranger. There is a
reason for this. It is asking us to act
out of a deeper meaning and purpose
in our lives, not to be a tribal primitive clan. This is the essence of
morality and of a civilized, ethical
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Camp. . . . (continued from page 6)
and educated society. To leave men,
women, and children in a muddy
camp either in Greece or on our own
southern border because of whatever
malice, attitude or argument we may
have against them, is not only wrong,
it is frankly despicable.
If you actually sit down and ask
them, as I have with many, they will
tell you they love their home and
their country and want to return but
cannot. The vast majority are not
here to seek economic fortune but
have risked their lives to escape
danger. The degree to which attitudes
in our country and those in Europe
have turned against refugees speaks
to the influence negative rhetoric and
outright propaganda have on us. The
challenge is to recognize it, call it out,
and act accordingly, as so many of
you do.
These medical trips have the
potential to be so discouraging and
depressing except for the fact that
every time I volunteer, in whichever
location, I am working alongside so
many compassionate and caring
young people. I find this regardless of
race, nationality or religion or international volunteer or refugee. See,
this type of “DNA” is also strong in all
of us. I wouldn’t want to live in a
world without it, quite frankly.
Thanks to all of you for your
ongoing support and encouragement.
You are much appreciated.
Love,
John

Our medical clinic “waiting room”

Bible verses for January

Hebrews 5:9-6:12 Good News Translation
(GNT)
When he (Jesus) was made perfect, he became
the source of eternal salvation for all those who
obey him, and God declared him to be high priest,
in the priestly order of Melchizedek.
There is much we have to say about this matter,
but it is hard to explain to you, because you are so slow to understand. There has been enough time for you to be teachers—yet you still
need someone to teach you the first lessons of God's message. Instead of
eating solid food, you still have to drink milk. Anyone who has to drink
milk is still a child, without any experience in the matter of right and
wrong. Solid food, on the other hand, is for adults, who through practice
are able to distinguish between good and evil.
Let us go forward, then, to mature teaching and leave behind us the
first lessons of the Christian message. We should not lay again the foundation of turning away from useless works and believing in God; of the
teaching about baptisms and the laying on of hands; of the resurrection
of the dead and the eternal judgment. Let us go forward! And this is
what we will do, if God allows.
For how can those who abanBy David Hall
don their faith be brought back to
The Men’s Book Club is reading The Pioneers by David McCullough, a
history of the Ohio settlers from the 1780s to the 1820s. We plan to meet
repent again? They were once in
on Thursday, Jan. 23 at 5:45 p.m. at Bird & Rye on 2nd Street (the old
(continued on page 8)
Smithfield’s Pub n Pies location) to discuss this book.

Men’s Book Club meeting in January
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Epiphany: Blessing of the Magi
There is no reversing
this road.
The path that bore you here
goes in one direction only,
every step drawing you
down a way
by which you will not
return.
You thought arrival
was everything,
that your entire journey
ended with kneeling
in the place
you had spent all
to find.
When you laid down
your gift,
release came with such ease,
your treasure tumbling
from your hands
in awe and
benediction.
Now the knowledge
of your leaving

comes like a stone laid
over your heart,
the familiar path closed
and not even the solace
of a star
to guide your way.
You will set out in fear.
You will set out in dream.
But you will set out
by that other road
that lies in shadow
and in dark.
We cannot show you
the route that will
take you home;
that way is yours
and will be found
in the walking.
But we tell you,
you will wonder
at how the light you thought
you had left behind
goes with you,
spilling from

I chose this picture of our clay crèche to
go with the Epiphany blessing by Jan
Richardson. This blessing seems somewhat like the journey we are about to
embark on in our church.

your empty hands,
shimmering beneath
your homeward feet,
illuminating the road
with every step
you take.
—Jan Richardson
(Submitted by Carol Horton)

Bible verses. . . . (continued from page 7)
God's light; they tasted heaven's gift and received their share of the Holy Spirit; they knew from experience that
God's word is good, and they had felt the powers of the coming age. And then they abandoned their faith! It is
impossible to bring them back to repent again, because they are again crucifying the Son of God and exposing him
to public shame.
God blesses the soil which drinks in the rain that often falls on it and which grows plants that are useful to
those for whom it is cultivated. But if it grows thorns and weeds, it is worth nothing; it is in danger of being cursed by God and will be destroyed by fire.
But even if we speak like this, dear friends, we feel sure about you. We know that you have the better blessings that belong to your salvation. God is not unfair. He will not forget the work you did or the love you showed
for him in the help you gave and are still giving to other Christians. Our great desire is that each of you keep up
your eagerness to the end, so that the things you hope for will come true. We do not want you to become lazy, but
to be like those who believe and are patient, and so receive what God has promised.
Submitted by Debbie Miller

Regular Sunday Schedule
8am Chapel Worship
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship
11:15am Fellowship
MONDAY

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1 New Year's Day
Office Closed

THURSDAY
2

FRIDAY
3

SATURDAY
4
10am-1pm Women with Wings(CH)

1:15-3:15pm DeHart (FR)

6 Epiphany of the Lord

5

7

8

1:15-4:30pm Dehart(M25)
9

10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25)

Deacons and Elders installed

12 Baptism of the Lord
Guest CRE Mike Hubbard

1:30-4:30 Meeting (FR)
5pm Deacons

5pm B & G
Fashion Floors installing new carpet in Fireside Room
13
14
15
1pm Elsie Nelson Circle
10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25)

12pm Blood Drive (CH)

11am New officer training (SMR)

10
2:30pm Admin & Finance

11
10am-1pm Women with Wings(CH)

1pm Presbyterian Women (FR)
1:15-3:15pm DeHart (SMR)
1:15-4:30pm Dehart(M25)

16
10am Westminster Circle

17

Dan Off

18
LRP Retreat in Calvin Hall

1:15-3:15pm DeHart (FR)
1:15-4:30pm Dehart(M25)

19

Dan Off

20 ML King Day

21

1:30-3:30pm OLLI SIG (M25) 5:30pm Session
22
23 Dialogue articles Due

24

25

10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25)

Office Closed
26 Combined Service
11:30 Annual Celebration

27

28

7:30pm Choir rehearsal
29

1:15-3:15pm DeHart (FR)
1:15-4:30pm Dehart(M25)

30

10am-1pm Women with Wings(CH)

31

10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25)

7pm Women's Book Club
AA
AA
AA
AA
Alanon
Alanon

1-3pm OLLI-Henry VI

Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room

11-12:30pm OLLI-Shakespeare 10am Dialogue folding
1-3pm OLLI-Henry VI
1:15-3:15pm DeHart (FR)
1:15-4:30pm Dehart(M25)

Weekly Building Schedule
7am-8am
M-Sat
OLLI Watercolor
9am-10am
M-Fri
OLLI Knitters
9am-10:30am Sat
Somantics
5:30-6:30
Fri
Realtors
7pm-8:15pm Mon
SOFA
7pm-8:30pm Fri

5:30pm 3 church Potluck
Matthew 25 Room
Fireside Room
Matthew 25 Room
Calvin Hall
Fireside Room

10am-1pm
Mon
1pm-2:30pm 1st&3rd Tues
11am-1pm
Thurs
8:30am
Thurs
6:30pm-8:30pm 1st Thurs

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 626
service requested
Dated material

Oaks
dropping
acorns.
Squirrels dashing and stashing.

First Presbyterian Church
Siskiyou and Walker
Ashland, OR 97520 541-482-3536
A welcoming and affirming congregation
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