
Volume 59, No. 1  January, 2019

Inside this issue 

 The practice of abiding in God’s presence 
At our all church retreat at the 

end of October 2018, those who  

attended were encouraged to notice 

that Jesus often went away from the 

crowds and his disciples to pray and 

to abide in God’s presence. Our  

retreat leaders suggested to us that 

as a church, this would be a good 

practice as we try to discern this 

church’s future.  

So, last month, we held a retreat 

for elders and members of Long 

Range Planning to practice abiding 

in God’s presence. We did this 

through prayer and through contem-

plating scripture, using the ancient 

technique known as Lectio Divina.  

As we are beginning a new year – 

and you may be contemplating some 

resolutions – perhaps you might 

consider adding this spiritual prac-

tice to your life, which I will explain 

below. 

Lectio Divina (Latin for “divine 

word” or “wisdom”) comes from St. 

Benedict, who in the sixth century 

founded the monastic movement. 

Faced with a group of Christian men 

who were illiterate but who also 

needed to learn the stories of faith, 

Benedict came up with Lectio Divina. 

He would read a passage of scripture 

for the entire community, have them 

contemplate a word, phrase or  

image that came to them, and share 

it with the rest of the community. 

Lectio Divina has become a bit 

more formal over the centuries.  

Traditionally, Lectio Divina has five 

separate steps. First, silence – find a 

place where you can relax into the 

presence of God. Then read the  

passage. After some silence, read it 

once more. Next, meditate on a word 

or phrase or image that comes to 

you in the passage. Ask, why is this 

word or phrase being given to me at 

this point in my life? Then, pray to 

God. Ask for clarification and under-

standing. Finally, contemplate the 

message you have received from this 

scripture. 

The passage our session will be 

using for Lectio Divina over the next 

few months is Mark 10:46-52, the 

story of the blind beggar and Jesus. A 

number of years ago, I worked with 

a spiritual director on this passage 

for a year. That may sound like a 

long time, but each time I approach 

this passage, I find it full of new 

meaning and message. I hope you’ll 

give this practice a try, so that to-

gether our whole church can prac-

tice abiding in God’s presence. 

A blessed new year to you all, 

Saturday, Jan. 5:  Training for new officers – All new incoming elders 

and deacons are asked to attend a training time from 11 a.m. to 

1 p.m. with Pastor Dan in the small meeting room. 

Sunday, Jan. 6: Deacons and elders for Class of 2021 ordained and 

installed at the 10 o’clock service. 

Sunday, Jan. 6: Receive your Epiphany star – All who attend worship 

will receive this special word of encouragement. 

Sunday, Jan. 27: Celebration Sunday – Bring a dish to share for our 

potluck lunch, followed by a celebration of 2018 in our church. 
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the February issue. Please submit by Thursday, Jan. 24. 

Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Marcia Hunter, editor 

By Marcia Hunter 

The annual congregational 

meeting on Sunday, Jan. 27 has 

been renamed this year.  It will 

now be called Celebration Sunday, 

a day to remember all the good 

things our church has done this 

year and those who have made it 

possible.  

The annual report will be circu-

lated prior to the celebration, so 

you can read in advance what all 

the groups have accomplished. 

The winter team invites you to 

a potluck lunch after the 10 o’clock 

service, followed by the celebration 

(meeting. . . ).  Please mark your  

calendar and plan to attend.  

Long-time church member Dan 

Bulkley died just before Christmas 

at the age of 101.  His amazing life 

was described in a recent article in 

the Mail Tribune sports section.  

Follow this link to find the story: 

mailtribune.com/sports/community

-sports/hall-of-famer-bulkley-dies-at

-101  

The article mentions the 100th  

birthday party attended by many of 
Dan’s and Marjorie’s church 

friends. The highlight was a 100-

meter run, where Dan outpaced 

many of the guests. 

Our prayers and condolences to 

Marjorie and the rest of the family.  

A memorial will be held sometime 

this spring.  

The gala New Years Eve 

concert will be held in our 

sanctuary on Monday, Dec. 31 at 3 

p.m., featuring a number of the 
valley’s finest musicians. An 

elegant cheesecake reception will 

follow in Calvin Hall. 

If you are unable to attend, you 

can watch it online by going to 

YouTube and putting Ashland Pres 

in the search box. 

Try to arrivce early (2:15-ish); 
parking and seating are first come, 
first served. Admission is free, but

donations will be accepted. 

Since the crowd usually exceeds 

the space limitations, please fill in 

all seats and avoid saving seats.   

The concert will be projected on the 

large screen TV in Calvin Hall for 

late comers. 

Parking will be tight, so please 

carpool or park on the street or in 

the Lutheran Church lot, if you are 

able. If you are dropping off some-

one who needs help getting to a 

seat, Howdy Miller will assist that 

person while you park your car.  

New Year’s 

Eve concert at 

First Pres 

again this year 

Nadia Bolz-Weber 
coming in March 

Nadia Bolz-Weber’s Ashland 

event, sponsored by Evolving  

Congregations, will be on March 22-

23 – time and place to be  

announced.   

Socially progressive, she  

describes herself as “liturgically and 

theologically orthodox” in the  

Lutheran tradition. She is funny (one 

of her many past permutations was 

as a stand-up comic), outspoken, 

tough, warm, and spiritually insight-

ful.  

Nadia Bolz-Weber is the found-

ing pastor of House of All Sinners 

and Saints Lutheran Church in  

(continued on page 3) 
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Men’s book club 
to meet in 
January, March 

By David Hall 

The First Presbyterian Men’s 

Book Club has expanded our selec-

tion for our January book, Until the 

Last Arrow by Percy Booth, because it 

is hard to obtain.  We will discuss 

Until the Last Arrow but will also  

encourage members to read any of 

the following books to expand our 

discussion: Bury my Heart at 

Wounded Knee by Dee Brown, Killers 

of the Flower Moon by David Grann, 

and Empire of the Summer Moon by 

S.C. Gwynne. 

And if you can't manage any of 

these, please watch the movie "The 

Searchers" staring John Wayne and 

directed by John Ford.  It will  

provide decent context for our  

discussion. 

We will meet Thursday, Jan. 10 

at 5:45 p.m. at Smithfield’s Pub n 

Pies to discuss Until the Last Arrow. 

Our March book will be Factful-

ness by Hans Rosling.  We will meet 

Thursday, March 14 at 5:45 p.m. at 

Smithfield’s Pub n Pies to discuss 

this book. 

Session notes for December 
By Marcia Hunter, clerk 

At the December session meet-

ing Dan’s opening devotions includ-

ed the practice of Lectio Divina, 

taught at our congregational retreat 

and reinforced during the session’s 

recent meeting with a spiritual advi-

sor.  Session members also practiced 

active listening which will be used 

during long range planning and 

reaching out and listening to our 

neighbors.  

Session voted unanimously to 

direct Dan to include our church on 

the list of organizations for the  

Ashland emergency winter shelter 

when the temperature dips below 

20 degrees. 

Session also voted unanimously 

to allow the beautiful lighted peace 

symbol in front of our church donat-

ed by John and Kathy Sager. Thank 

you to John and Kathy! 

Congo mission funds of $200 will 

be sent to the Marion Medical  

Mission in the Congo which Bill and 

Sue Sager recommended.  Remain-

ing mission funds ($940) for 2018 

will be split between Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance, OHRA, Food 

Bank, Smiles (Jamaica dental mis-

sion) and Syrian relief work 

(through John Sager). 

Tree removal and trimming and 

juniper removal will begin soon.  

Session agreed to hire a local compa-

ny to take care of dangerous situa-

tions and tree trimming now but 

wait until spring to take out the juni-

pers. Session asked Buildings and 

Grounds to establish a long term 

policy about removing/planting 

trees.  

A bid for replacing the doors on 

the sanctuary was accepted and 

work will begin soon. This is one 

item on the list of security improve-

ments. Other items include securing 

all buildings with rapid locking 

mechanisms and deadbolts from the 

inside, and developing procedures 

for locking up immediately after  

services or activities. Plans are also 

in the works for an active shooter 

training at our church in 2019,  

understanding that we will discuss 

how we can be a welcoming commu-

nity and be safe at the same time.   

Buildings and Grouds has  

suggested the following dates for 

work days in 2019: April  6, May  18, 

Sept. 14, and Nov. 16. 

Thank you to Jill Turner and  

Linda Purdom, whose terms on  

session have ended. Both have  

contributed so much to our church 

during a time of transition.  

WANT AD 

The Buildings and 

Grounds Committee is invit-

ing more church members to 

join us. With our aging cam-

pus there is a need for lots of 

repairs and upgrades. We 

can use your expertise any-

time.  Please contact Gene 

Wright if interested.  

Denver, Colorado. She is a New York 

Times best-selling author, popular 

speaker, and is often reviewed,  

interviewed, and discussed in major 

media.  

She herself is frank about her 

own wild past and her own flaws: “I 

had embraced the idea I was going 

to be dead by the age of 30.” Instead, 

from what some of us might call “a 

thin place experience,” at a friend’s 

funeral, she embraced a calling to 

minister to outsiders like herself.  

Save these dates for a powerful 

weekend event.  And feel free to join 

us at the Women’s Book Club in  

February for a discussion of one of 

Nadia’s books. 

Nadia Bolz-Weber (continued from page 2)
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Admission free; donations accepted 

Let’s See  

First Presbyterian Forest 
By Sam Alvord 

When we moved to the Green-

springs at 4000 ft. elevation in 1975, 

Pat and I left behind our urban roots 

in New York City, Buffalo and the 

suburbs of Chicago and became  

forest dwellers.  Thus, often the first 

question we deal with when we  

descend into Ashland or Medford 

and engage with folks is “Any snow 

up there?” 

The link between our mountain 

home and our valley neighbors was 

clearly about irrigation and drinking 

water.  The next most popular topic 

had to do with driving the Green-

springs Highway and then our tiny 

public-school district, Pinehurst. If 

we talked trees, it was about fire 

wood, Christmas trees or loggers vs. 

the enviros. No one mentioned fire or 

smoke. 

Meanwhile, up here in our neck 

of the woods, among home owners, 

state forestry and BLM workers, the 

most important topic was, and  

continues to be, wood lot manage-

ment. For mountain people “the big 

one” means a massive forest fire. We 

fill our weekends creating defensible 

space around homesteads and busi-

nesses and pursuing “firewise” prac-

tices to both prevent and be  

prepared for wild fire. 

This week I attended a session 

meeting and the topic of the trees on 

our church campus captured my  

attention.  So much so, that on 

Wednesday I stepped off the moun-

tain just to wander around and take a 

close look at every tree, bush and 

bramble at the corner of Siskiyou 

and Walker. I saw familiar problems. 

I have developed a conflicted  

relationship with trees.  I love them.  

I am afraid of them.  We still heat 

with wood we harvest. 

With neighbors, I have 

cut, milled and planed 

thousands of board feet  

of pine, fir and cedar for 

many building projects. 

What splendid gifts trees 

offer, both alive and  

harvested.  

But then there are the tree trou-

bles: roots which undermine founda-

tions and crack stone and concrete 

wall; overhanging branches laden 

with snow and ice that crash through 

roofs, rip down power lines and flat-

ten cars; all their droppings on roofs, 

in gutters and culverts; blow downs 

across the highway; their tendency 

to become torches in fire season. The 

darn trees loom over us as clear and 

present threats to life and property. 

Thankfully, our church has some 

astute members who have shoul-

dered the mantle of Arbor Stewards.  

And they have some beautiful and 

noble specimens in their care. Yet, as 

the fire in the jumbo juniper patch 

revealed lately, our landscape trus-

tees have their hands full with some 

gnarly critters whose shelf life has 

clearly expired.   

I have been part of many conver-

sations which flared out of control 

between tree cutters and tree hug-

gers.  So, I pray for each of our Arbor 

Stewards as they must discern which 

trees should remain and which pose 

danger.  Inevitably pruning and  

removal must occur and their deci-

sions will not always sit well. Let’s 

see if we can handle this dissent bet-

ter if we remember the comforting 

Old Testament promise that “the 

seed is in the stump,” and that Resur-

rection Day is not just one Sunday in 

the annual church calendar.  

We might want to think about 

dusting off Arbor Day as a holy day to 

plant new trees and celebrate the 

springing of our generation’s forest 

(only this time, let’s not plant so 

close to the roof lines). 

By Judi Quiett 

Happy New Year – which again 

brings us the opportunity to serve 

the Ashland Emergency Food Bank 

(AEFB) during January and Febru-

ary. Accompanying clients as they 

shop the shelves, conversing with 

people, and realizing how others in 

our valley are living make this time 

well spent. 

Every Friday two of us arrive at 

the AEFB about 9 - 9:15 to meet and 

assist shoppers. If it is a slow day, 

which doesn’t happen very often, we 

can restock shelves. By 12:30 the 

doors are closed to clients and, when 

the last of the shoppers leave by 

1:00, we are finished for the day. 

This is a most rewarding oppor-

tunity. If you have not done this be-

fore but would like to learn more 

about helping at the AEFB, contact 

Judi Quiett. You can’t find a better 

way to spend a Friday morning! 

Time well spent— 

Food Bank Fridays 
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Haiku Corner 

Frost whites my garden. 

Makes the gray squirrel stand out, 

hunting for acorns. 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 

Ephesians 3:7-20 

I was made a servant of the  

gospel by God's special gift, which 

he gave me through the working of 

his power. I am less than the least 

of all God's people; yet God gave 

me this privilege of taking to the 

Gentiles the Good News about the 

infinite riches of Christ, and of 

making all people see how God's 

secret plan is to be put into effect. 

God, who is the Creator of all 

things, kept his secret hidden 

through all the past ages, in order 

that at the present time, by means 

of the church, the angelic rulers 

and powers in the heavenly world 

might learn of his wisdom in all its 

different forms. God did this  

according to his eternal purpose, 

which he achieved through Christ 

Jesus our Lord. In union with 

Christ and through our faith in him 

we have the boldness to go into 

God's presence with all confi-

dence. I beg you, then, not to be 

discouraged because I am suffering 

for you; it is all for your benefit. 

The Love of Christ 

For this reason I fall on my 

knees before the Father, from 

whom every family in heaven and 

on earth receives its true name. I 

ask God from the wealth of his  

glory to give you power through 

his Spirit to be strong in your inner 

selves, and I pray that Christ will 

make his home in your hearts 

through faith. I pray that you may 

have your roots and foundation in 

love, so that you, together with all 

God's people, may have the power 

to understand how broad and long, 

how high and deep, is Christ's 

love. Yes, may you come to know 

his love—although it can never be 

fully known—and so be completely 

filled with the very nature of God. 

To him who by means of his 

power working in us is able to do 

so much more than we can ever 

ask for, or even think of: to God be 

the glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus for all time, forever 

and ever! Amen. 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

Bible verses for January 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

2 – Gail Johnson 

2 – Trish Styer 

6 – Bruce Johnson 

10  – Sam Fowler 

10 – Bea Payton  

11 – Jim Holloway 

13 – Bob Brugger 

20 – Kent Patton 

23 – Barb Evans 

23 – Gail Johnson 

25 – Bernie Binder 

25 – Debbie Miller 

27 – Rhoda Abrahams 

28 – June Hall 

29 – Al Jaeger 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

1 – Gene and Marilyn Wright 

30 – Howdy and Debbie Miller 

By Debbie Miller 

Everyone is invited to take an 

armchair travel to the fascinating 

island of Madagascar on Thursday, 

Jan. 3 at 1 p.m. in Calvin Hall.  The 

Millers will take us through the  

jungles to find the leaping lemurs 

and camouflaged chameleons, then 

to the dry west coast where the 

strange-looking baobab trees grow. 

We will learn a bit of the history, 

culture and present conditions of 

this rather remote place.  All are 

welcome to enjoy dessert and  

fellowship as well as an interesting 

program. 

Presbyterian Women to ‘visit’ Madagascar 

By Marilyn Mobley 

Eleanor Robison will be the 

hostess of Elsie Nelson Circle on 

Monday, Jan. 14 at 1 o’clock.. 

Continuing with our study guide 

God’s Promise, I Am with You, we will 

be studying Lesson 5 “God with Us 

When We’re Powerless.” God’s 

promise of presence when we are 

powerless invites us to lay down our 

weapons of worry and keep our 

eyes on God. 

Circles meeting to study ‘God’s Promise’ 

By Barbara Marsh 

The Westminster Circle will 

meet Thursday, Jan. 17 at 10 a.m. 

at the home of Gayle Vincent.  

Please join us for fellowship and 

Bible study. 

By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club will 

meet on Monday, Jan. 28 at 7 p.m. at 

the home of Cheryl Therkelsen.  This 

will be our annual “choose the books 

for the next year” meeting.  Snacks 

will be provided, of course. 

In preparation for the meeting, 

members are asked to send by email 

one or two suggested titles for 2019 

to Marcia Hunter by Jan. 10 at the 

latest. We will vote on the top eight 

books from this list at the meeting. 

Two other books are already 

planned for February and March. The 

group decided to insert a special 

book for February by Nadia Bolz-

Weber, who is coming to Ashland 

this spring (see article on page 2).  Its 

title is Salvation on the Small Screen, 

a critique of the Trinity Broadcasting 

Network.  There is only one copy in 

the library; it is also listed on Ama-

zon, although it was out of print for 

awhile.  If anyone has trouble finding 

it, feel free to read any other book by 

Nadia Bolz-Weber. 

Her books include two New York 

Times best sellers, Pastrix: The 

Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a Sinner 

and Saint (6457) and Accidental 

Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong 

People (2015).  Her next book, 

due out in January of 2019 is Shame-

less: A Sexual Reformation. 

The March book club selection 

(which was previously the February 

book) is An American Family: A 

Memoir of Hope and Sacrifice by Khizr 

Khan.   

Please join us in January, as we 

plan our year of reading. 

Women’s Book Club planning next books for 2019 
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Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1  New Year's Day 2 3 4 5
Office Closed 10am Bible Study 1pm Presbyterian Women 10-1pm Women with Wings(CH)

11am Tai Chi (CH) 11am Tai Chi (CH) 11am New officer training (SMR)
3:30 Movement (CH) 7:30pm Winter Shelter 7:30pm Winter Shelter

6  Epiphany of the Lord 7 8 9 10 11 12
9am Bible Study 10am Bible Study 11am Membership
Deacons and Elders installed 9:30am Admin & Finance

11am Somantics (N) 2:30pm Deacons
5pm B & G 12pm Blood Drive (CH) 11am Tai Chi (CH)

7:30pm Winter Shelter 11am Tai Chi (CH) 5:45pm Men's Book Club 7:30pm Winter Shelter 7:30pm Winter Shelter
13  Baptism of the Lord 14 15 16 17 19 19
9am Bible Study 1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 10am Westminster Circle 10-1pm Women with Wings(CH)

11am Somantics (N)
6-9pm Oak Knoll HOA (CH) 11am Tai Chi (CH)

7:30pm Winter Shelter 11am Tai Chi (CH) 7:30pm Winter Shelter 7:30pm Winter Shelter
20 21  ML King Day 22 23 24  Dialogue articles Due 25 26

11am-2pm PEO (CH)
  Office Closed 11am Somantics (N)

11:30 Session 11am Tai Chi (CH)
7:30pm Winter Shelter 11am Tai Chi (CH) 7:30pm Winter Shelter 7:30pm Winter Shelter
27 28 29 30 31
11:30 Annual Celebration 7pm Women's Book Club

11am Somantics (N) 10am Dialogue folding

7:30pm Winter Shelter 11am Tai Chi (CH)

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat          OLLI Watercolor Nursery 10am-1pm                        Mon Realtors 8:30 Thurs (CH)
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri          OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm 1st&3rd   Tues
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat Children's Ukelele Choir Nursery 2:30pm-5:30pm             Wed
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon             Somantics Nursery 11am-1pm                      Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri

Weekly Building Schedule



 

First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 626 
Ashland, OR 97520 
Return service requested 
Dated material 

 First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker       Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch 

Treasurer: Trish Styer pfcashland@gmail.com  

Ruling Elders on Session: JJim Holloway, John Sager, Elaine Morgan, John Wren, Sam Alvord, Tammy Hald, Dennis Slattery  

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons:  Wendy Ray, Rick Herst, Judi Quiett, Sook-Ja Hansen, Katy Slyt, Pat Alvord, Debbie Miller, Ruth Ralls 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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