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And so we begin a new year –– 

2018. For some of us, we see this as  

a time for new beginnings and make 

resolutions 

to eat 

healthier, 

lose weight, 

start exercis-

ing, etc. You 

could say a 

new year is a 

chance to 

start over 

again. I tend to eat a bit healthier, 

run a bit more often, and resolve to 

try to be more kind in my dealings 

with others. Resolutions are good in 

that we make an attempt to be better 

people.  

The reality for me (and for oth-

ers, I assume) is that, sooner or later, 

I will break one or more of these res-

olutions. Someone once wrote, “New 

Year’s resolutions – the sooner you 

make them, the sooner you can 

break them.”  There isn’t much hope 

that we can make those resolutions 

and consistently keep them. So why 

bother to try to better ourselves? 

For the person of faith, there’s 

still hope, even after our resolutions 

are broken. We have a more impor-

tant  goal, not 

tied to the 

beginning of 

the new year, 

to work on 

each and  

every day. As 

Christians, we 

strive to be 

more like 

Christ – treating one another as we 

want to be treated; loving God, 

neighbor and self; caring for others; 

seeking God’s justice; working for 

peace; helping the poor, etc.  

Resolving to be more Christ-like 

is an attempt to be the best person 

we could ever be and to make this 

world better.  And, when we fail to 

be more like Christ (and, just like 

breaking those resolutions, we will 

fail), we can ask for God’s help, 

strength, and guidance at the begin-

ning of the next day, and try again.  

Second Corinthians 3:18 says, “All of 

us, seeing the glory of the Lord as 

though reflected in a mirror, are be-

ing transformed into the same image 

from one degree of glory to another.” 

I think of that old chestnut hymn, 

“Great is Thy Faithfulness” and the 

part of verse 3 which says, “Morning 

by morning new mercies I see.” 

So as we begin another new year 

and start resolving to be better, may 

our greatest resolution be to draw 

nearer to the presence of Christ, 

whose mercy allows us to start fresh 

each day, whose teachings and 

whose never-ending love makes us 

into the best human beings we can 

ever become. 

In Christ, 

Dan 
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By Marcia Hunter, winter team 

Join us for the annual meeting  

of the congregation and lunch  

potluck in Calvin Hall on Sunday, Jan. 

28 following the 10 o’clock service.  

This is a 

chance to 

celebrate 

the successes of 2017 while looking 

forward to new endeavors next year. 

The approved budget for 2018 will 

be presented at the meeting, along 

with the annual report. 

Please bring a main dish, side 

dish, salad, or dessert to share as 

well as your own table service (but, 

if you forget, come anyway).  

The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the February issue. Please submit by Thursday, Jan. 25 

(schedule change — last Thursday of the month). Email (preferred) to 

huntermarcia@gmail.com.   

Marcia Hunter, editor 

Here is the meeting schedule 

for AYC, our multi-church youth 

group for grades 7-12, which  

includes dinner and normally 

meets Sundays from 5-7 p.m. 

Jan. 7 – Trinity Episcopal –  

special meeting will include the 

blessing of the waters at Lithia 

Park. 

Jan. 14 – UCC Peace Church 

Jan. 21 – United Methodist 

Church 

Jan. 28 – First Presbyterian 

Church 

Annual meeting to follow 

lunch potluck on Jan. 28 

The Fierce Urgency of Now: Tomorrow is Today 

MLK Day, Monday, Jan. 15  

12 noon at the Historic Ashland Armory 
The celebration at the armory is inspired by Martin Luther King’s 

words, “We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today. We are 

confronted with the fierce urgency of now. In this unfolding conundrum 

of life and history, there is such a thing as being too late. . . . There is an 

invisible book of life that faithfully records our vigilance or our neglect.” 

Come early, as seats fill up quickly after doors open at 11:30. Overflow 

seating will be at the Varsity Theater.  Following the program, participants 

will march to the plaza to hear the “I Have a Dream” speech.   

 

The People's Supper: Healing in the Now 

6- 8 p.m. in Trinity Episcopal Church parish hall 

 

Members and friends of the Ashland Interfaith Clergy Circle will host a 

potluck conversation around healing, resilience, and nourishment in this 

fiercely urgent "now." Interfaith clergy and friends will host the  

tables, using The People's Supper model (https://thepeoplessupper.org/s/

Peoples-Supper-Faith-Kit.pdf ). Guests are invited to bring bread, cheese, 

fruit or spreads for bread to add to the soup supper meal. Gluten-free and 

vegan options will be available.  

Pastor Dan will be leading a 

new Bible study, beginning on Feb. 

7-8, entitled, Facing Racism. This 

six week series, put together by the 

Racial Ethnic Ministry Division of 

the national office of the PC(USA), 

will explore scripture passages 

about race, culture and what God’s 

intention is for human beings.  

Classes will be offered in the 

chapel on Wednesday mornings 

from 10-11 and Thursday evenings 

from 7-8. 

New Bible study to 

begin in February 
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By Marcia Hunter, winter team 

       The New Year’s Eve concert is Sunday, Dec. 

31 at 3 p.m. in the sanctuary, followed by an 

elegant cheesecake reception in Calvin Hall.  

Laurie Anne Hunter has once again put togeth-

er a wonderful afternoon of music. 

       Please join us as we welcome the new year 

with musicians Shelly Cox-Thornhill, Laurie 

Anne Hunter, Tamara Marston, Lisa Nichols, 

Lindsay Panero, Wenjun Qi, John Stableman, 

Alexander Tutunov, Sherril Wood, and Joseph 

Yungen. 

       Do come early – doors open at 2:30. Seating 

in the sanctuary is limited to 310, but a remote 

digital feed in Calvin Hall will be available for 

overflow seating.   

       Please carpool or park on the street or in 

the Lutheran Church lot, if you are able. An usher will assist handicapped patrons who are dropped off.  Admission 

is free, but donations are accepted. Seats will be reserved for the workers. 

New Year’s Eve concert  promises wonderful music 

By Dan Fowler 

The Long Range planning team 

has now met for three consecutive 

months. We have reviewed the  

mission and vision statement of the 

church and have just found some 

very helpful statistical information 

on Ashland’s demographics.  

       Next steps include looking 

at other successful faith groups 

here in Ashland, looking at the 

challenges for our own congre-

gation, and gathering ideas and 

input from the members and 

friends of the church, so that we 

can envision a future together.  

       Our vision leader is Carolyn 

Johnson. Other members include 

Pastor Dan, Tammy Hald, Rick 

Herst, Kathy Sager, Darlene 

Saunders, and John Wren.  

Please keep this team in your 

prayers. 

      You are invited to watch a 

movie with the planning team on 

Saturday, Jan. 20 at 9 a.m. in the 

sanctuary. We will watch and 

then discuss, “When God Left the 

Building,” a film about the decline of 

the Christian church in America.   

Long range planning team looking at next steps 

The Men’s Book Club’s next 

meeting is on Jan. 18 at Smithfield’s 

Pies to discuss the book High Divide 

by Lin Enger.  

For more information, please 

contact David Hall, dhall!@ mind.net 

Men’s Book Club’s next 

meeting  January 18 
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January Birthdays 

2 – Gail Johnson 

6 – Bruce Johnson 

10  – Sam Fowler 

10 – Bea Payton – 90th! 

11 – Jim Holloway 

13 – Bob Brugger 

20 – Kent Patton 

25 – Bernie Binder 

25 – Debbie Miller 

27 – Rhoda Abrahams 

27 – Esther Merriman 

28 – June Hall 

 

January Anniversaries 

1 – Gene and Marilyn 

Wright 

30 – Howard and Debbie  

Miller 

November session notes  
By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 
       Bea Berry, usher coordinator,  
expressed concerns about the deli-
cate balance between church security 
and being a friendly, open congrega-
tion.  Session agreed by consensus to 
put together a task force, headed by 
Bea, to consider building safety, new 
policy, and possible training by  
outside agencies. 
       A pastor candidate for another 
church will preach at our 10 a.m.  
service on Jan. 14. 
       The treasurer announced that our 
income is above expenditures,  
showing a surplus for the year, and 
planning for the 2018 budget is  
underway. The long range planning 
team is tasked with creating more 
intentional goals going forward.  
Mission funding has $910 extra for 
the year.  It was decided to allot 1/3 
to the Ashland Community Resource 
Center, 1/3 to Jackson County Fuel 
Committee, and 1/3 to Habitat for 
Humanity. 
       Session discussed who has over-
sight of the kitchen. Jerry Freed is 
willing to continue taking inventory 
and shopping for supplies and coffee, 

while John Wren monitors dish-
washer cleaning supplies. All groups 
using the kitchen are responsible for 
clean-up, and  everyone helps moni-
tor food in the fridge — if not 
marked, use it or throw away. The 
shelter grant will pay for an extra 
hour of cleaning on Tuesdays after 
the shelter. 
       Session approved the purchase of 
a camcorder and other items neces-
sary to stream video. This will be 
used for the New Year’s Eve concert 
overflow in Calvin Hall as well as live 
streaming Sunday morning services 
for shut-ins and others to view.  
       Buildings and Grounds Commit-
tee is busy as usual,  monitoring heat 
needs and timers in all buildings, see-
ing to the annual cleaning of the 
floors, and chasing rats that tend to 
rejoin us at this time of year.  
       The Winter Planning Team has 
lots of events coming up.   A recent 
letter to the editor in the Tidings and 
Mail Tribune was very complimen-
tary of the Advent Faire (see page 5).   
       The Membership Committee is 
working on updating the directory. 

By Elaine Morgan 

Many members and friends of 

our congregation generously give 

their time and talents to ensure that 

our church, its worship services,  

programs and activities run smooth-

ly.  They work behind the scenes, and 

we usually do not see them doing 

their jobs.   We call this group of 

friends  “focus task leaders.” Their 

dedication and service to us are very 

much appreciated.  We couldn’t do 

what we do without them.   When 

you see any of these people, please 

be sure to thank them.    

These leaders are: Kathy Sager, 

community meals; Howdy Miller, 

memorial plaques; Karen Amarotico 

and Bob Altaras, cold weather shel-

ter; Alma Geislinger, S.O.A.P. lunches; 

Virginia King, church library; Jim 

Holloway, sound system/audio visu-

al scheduler; Marcia Hunter, newslet-

ter; Marcia Hunter, Susan Coghill, 

and Jerry Freed, website; Carolyn 

Moeglein and Susan Coghill, Realm 

database; Judi Quiett, food bank  

volunteer scheduler. 

Others are Darlene Saunders, lay 

reader and greeters scheduler; Bea 

Berry, usher scheduler; Linda  

Purdom, jam ministry; Jerry Freed, 

name tag maker and kitchen supply 

shopper; Carolyn Moeglein, ecumeni-

cal speaker liaison; Gail Johnson and 

Elaine Morgan, candle fillers; Lynn 

Fain, epiphany stars; Marcia Hunter 

and Cheryl Therkelsen, women’s 

book club; David Hall, men’s book 

club; Jerry Freed, birthday/anni-

versary lists; Steve Fain, sound sys-

tem; John Wren, dish sterilizer sup-

plies; Ilse Forney, Dialogue folding. 

Everyone in our congregation 

thanks you,  focus task leaders, for 

your commitment to FPC and for 

your dedication to so graciously  

getting the jobs done. 

We appreciate church ‘worker bees’ who get jobs done 
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Thanks for the Advent Faire 
Editor’s note:  This letter was published in the Tidings  

and the Mail Tribune. Many thanks to all who made the  

Advent Faire such a success and to those who put our 

church’s friendliness on view for all to see. 

I am touched and blessed by the Ashland First Presbyterian Church’s 

Calvin Hall and the Rev. Dan Fowler for the lovely afternoon my elderly 

mother and I spent at their Advent Faire on Dec. 3. 

We were treated to a festive afternoon of activities, and tables were full 

of wreaths and centerpieces, greens and ribbons galore. The volunteers 

were so friendly and made us feel welcomed; each parishioner visited my 

mother, who is in a wheelchair, making her feel valued and important. Her 

favorite activity was learning how to make a cake in a mug. Making hers 

was the first thing she did when she got home.  

The bottomless bowls of homemade soup, bread and cookies rounded 

out our afternoon. There aren’t many places one can go for a whole after-

noon of fun and festivities for $5 each and come home with swags and  

table-top greens for two households. What a pleasant way to start the 

Christmas season. 

LaVerne Van Horn 

Medford 

Deacons thank you 

for your generosity 

By Sharon Laskos 

       Thank you from the deacons for 

the tremendous giving during the 

two holidays: $,1300 was given by 

our congregation to the Deacons 

Fund, and 10 families were helped 

with food and gift cards at Thanks-

giving and Christmas. This also  

allowed us to give extra help from 

the office for drop ins.  

       At the Christmas pickup of 

cards and cookies, several of the 

parents said the help made a huge 

difference for their families this 

time of year.  

       Merci! Gracias! Danke! Grazie! 

Haiku Corner 

Frost on frost on frost. 

Artistic crystals growing. 

Sunshine ruins them. 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 



Page 6                                                       Dialogue 

 

 
 

 

As a follow-up of the recent 

Celebration of Shirley in Novem-

ber, Peg Rubin is letting people 

know that there is a Facebook 

page called “Thank You, Shirley” 

where they can post stories,  

photos, ideas, to keep the joy  

flowing.      

Keep the joy flowing 

for Shirley Patton 

PW guest speaker to highlight preparations for aging 
By Barbara Marsh 

Are you ready physically, finan-

cially and practically when (not if) 

you or an aging loved one needs 

caregiving? To help you prepare for 

the inevitable, Ellen Waldman will 

speak on “Prepare to Care” on Thurs-

day, Jan. 4 at 1 p.m. at the next Pres-

byterian Women meeting. 

PW members are so enthusiastic  

about this program that they are  

inviting all men, women and friends 

to join them!  Rarely do we have the 

opportunity to so easily secure infor-

mation we need.  The date is only 

four days after New Year’s Day, so 

highlight your calendar so you don’t 

miss it. You may find out about  

services you need that you didn’t 

know existed. You may want to bring 

along a pen and paper to take a few 

notes. 

Refreshments will be served  

before the program, and a short  

business meeting afterwards will  

concern financial planning for the 

coming year.  

Ellen Waldman discusses  

resources to help you or a loved one 

receive the care that’s needed as you 

age. Rarely does the first solution 

serve the entire lifespan. Topics will 

include caregiving, housing options, 

documents to have in place, and local 

resources. Plus, everyone will  

receive a great packet of hand-outs 

to support you to begin planning 

now. 

Ellen Waldman, M.A., CMC, has 

been providing consultation, care 

management, advocacy and educa-

tion services to older adults and 

their families since 2000. She is an 

advanced professional and certified 

member of the Aging Life Care Asso-

ciation™. Her column “Aging Hap-

pens” appears in the Ashland Daily 

Tidings. 

Please spread the word about 

this opportunity to learn a lot and 

feel good about starting the new year 

making good decisions.   

By Marcia Hunter and Cheryl  

Therkelsen 

With the beginning of a new year, 

it is time to suggest our 2018 book 

titles.  Each book club member is 

asked to send one or two book titles 

(with author) by email to          

cheryltherkelsen@gmail.com or  

huntermarcia@gmail.com by Jan. 8.  

We will compile the titles sub-

mitted and send out the list for each 

of us to peruse, research, and select 

ten books. At our Jan. 29 meeting 

(7 p.m. at Sue Sager’s) we will vote 

on the books. Of course, there will 

also be chatting and treats. 

Questions? Please ask Marcia or 

Cheryl. 

Remember, we have already  

selected the book for discussion at 

our Feb. 26 meeting: First Ladies: 

Presidential Historians on the Lives of 

45 Iconic American Women, by Susan 

Swain.   New members are always 

welcome, especially at the beginning 

of another year of reading and  

discussing books. 

Circles to meet for Bible study, fellowship 
By Barbara Marsh 

Westminster Circle will be 

meeting Thursday, Jan.18 at 10 

a.m. at the home of Joan  

Hancock.                           . 

We will begin with fellowship 

and announcements, followed by 

study and discussion based on the 

Horizon Bible Study guide, Cloud of 

Witnesses, Lesson 8 (and perhaps 9 as 

well). 

We will take a tour of angelic 

messengers in the Bible who remind 

us that we never know when an  

encounter may bring us God's  

message of love and support. 

We hope you are able to join us in 

2018! Feel free to contact Barbara 

Marsh, who can fill you in on details. 

 

By Marilyn Mobley 

Elsie Nelson Circle will meet 

on Monday, Jan. 8 at 1 p.m. at the 

home of Elaine Morgan. 

We will be studying chapter 5 of 

our study guide Cloud of Witnesses-

the Community of Christ in Hebrews. 

In this lesson we will discuss our 

deep connection to the past which 

forms our present faith and commu-

nity. Visitors are always welcome. 

 

Women’s Book  Club choosing 2018 selections at January meeting 
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Hebrews 5:6-

54 

       But when 

God was 

about to send 

his first-born 

Son into the world, he said, “All of 

God's angels must worship him.” 

But about the angels God said, 

“God makes his angels winds, and 

his servants flames of fire.” 

About the Son, however, God 

said, “Your kingdom, O God, will 

last forever and ever! 

You rule over your people with 

justice. You love what is right and 

hate what is wrong. That is why 

God, your God, has chosen you and 

has given you the joy of an honor 

far greater than he gave to your 

companions.” 

He also said, “You, Lord, in the 

beginning created the earth, and 

with your own hands you made the 

heavens. They will disappear, but 

you will remain; they will all wear 

out like clothes. You will fold them 

up like a coat, and they will be 

changed like clothes. But you are 

always the same, and your life  

never ends.” 

God never said to any of his  

angels: “Sit here at my right side 

until I put your enemies as a foot-

stool under your feet.” 

What are the angels, then? They 

are spirits who serve God and are 

sent by him to help those who are 

to receive salvation.    

Bible verses for the new year Sign up to help at the 

Food Bank in Jan/Feb 

By Judi Quiett 
       Each year on Fridays during  
January and February, First Presby-
terian members help at the Ashland 
Emergency Food Bank, which is a 
wonderful experience. You greet a 
guest, walk the food aisles with 
them, assist them in finding their 
food if needed, answer or find  
answers to their questions, and 
wish them a pleasant day as they 
finish. 
       Volunteers are asked to be there 
from 9:15 to 1 (unless you are a  
first-timer, in which case you should 
arrive at 9).  You are given general 
information about your duties and a 
tour of the grocery area; there are 
always people there to assist you if 
needed.  
       This is your opportunity to  
contribute to our community. These 
guests are your neighbors, many of 
them employed individuals whose 
wages get slim towards the end of 
the month. So pick one Friday,  
either in January or February, and 
sign up with Judi Quiett or Marcia 
Hunter. You will be glad you did! 

And you thought the gingerbread house table was a craft only for kids?  

Don’t tell John Sager. . . . 

The ever-popular wreath and swag table 

draws a crowd, including Jim and Bea. 



Dear Friends and Family,

     There are basic needs that we all need to survive and you know of them—water, food, shelter, 
clothing, etc. Can you imagine then as a refugee fleeing your home, urgently and under duress, how 
you would basically give up almost every one of these critical necessities. It’s mind boggling to 
imagine, actually. You carry some things with you, but what about the next day or week? Then 
imagine you are a single mother with small children and possibly a baby. 

      This is the recent story of the Rohingya, a distinct ethnic Muslim population that live in 
Myanmar (Burma). Over the years they have been persecuted and offered few protections and 
rights by the Burmese government. Late summer of this year, however, the government enacted a 
violent campaign of systematic killings, rape, torture and burning of entire villages. The Rohingya 
did what anyone one would do in these circumstances faced with danger. They first hid, then 
fought back with what limited means they had and, finally when all else failed, fled to the nearest
area that would offer them sanctuary. Bangladesh lies to the west of Myanmar and is predominately 
Muslim, so this is where they went. In the last four months, 650,000 have fled their homes and have 
joined the 250,000 already in refugee camps in Bangladesh. Almost a million Rohingya live now in 
this southern most part of Bangladesh. The stories told reluctantly by some are absolutely 
shocking. Many now label what is happening, and continues to happen, as nothing short of 
genocide (the deliberate killing of a population of people based solely on their ethnicity). I would 
add to the basic needs of refugees some things we don’t necessarily think about, but really are 
significant human needs as well. Dignity, love, compassion, hope, happiness, belonging, purpose. 
These critical human needs are also stripped away from most refugees. Stop, ponder and think of 
each one of these, and let it sink in what you would be like without even one of them. So, whether 
in the Middle East or in Bangladesh or Africa or countless other areas in our world, the refugee is 
vulnerable in so many ways.

Young girl with new hand knitted sweater 
made by church member Tudy Maddox



     The sprawling primitive encampments where the Rohingya now live in Bangladesh are far 
worse then what I encountered along the Syrian border in Jordan. There is some organization but 
it is incredibly chaotic. In this area of what used to be verdant jungle set among rolling hills and 
ravines, has now been literally denuded and stripped down to bare ground. Hillsides have been 
cut and terraced to support the rudimentary shelters for each family. A typical shelter is one room 
made of bamboo poles on four sides with plastic tarp and thatch walls. Most shelters have bare 
dirt floors. 

     As is the case in Jordan, the UNHCR is here and distributing food and provisions. Wells are 
being drilled and hand pumps installed. Pit latrines dot the landscape, but raw sewage is 
everywhere as is trash. There are several international medical relief groups here as well as two 
field hospitals, but caring for an exposed and traumatized population of about 900,000 is 
overwhelming, as you can imagine.

     I worked out of two clinics — really just large tents — right in the middle of this camp that 
seems to go on forever. Thankfully, it didn’t rain (as everything would turn to mud) and the 
weather was pleasant. There is one Bangladeshi physician who staffs each of the clinics daily so I 
worked alongside that provider. Unfortunately, these local providers don’t last long and turnover is 
high. It is just too overwhelming. People start lining up to be seen early in the morning and we 
work thru the day until dusk when, by regulation, we have to exit the camp. There is no electricity 
and after daytime there is minimal light except for small fires.

Refugee camp with clinic in middle of picture with 
white tent and  patients waiting under blue tarp. 
Individual family shelters on surrounding hillsides 
and extending for several miles in all directions. 



     Most everyone I saw was suffering from the effects of disease, exposure to the elements, poor 
nutrition, emotional problems and isolation. Frequently saw diarrhea, respiratory complaints, skin 
diseases, dental decay and rot, abdominal ailments, muscle/skeletal pain and trauma related issues. 
The patients are predominately women, children less then 10 and occasionally older people. We 
were told by several patients that the men and boys older then age ten in the villages were singled 
out by the Burmese military, taken away and killed. Frequently then the women were sexually 
assaulted and left to die or managed to escape the country. It is absolutely astounding to see these 
women in our clinic attempting to keep their family intact and survive.

     After having spent time in these traumatized and unfortunate parts of our world, I am once again 
reminded and am grateful of all that I have, but struggle with the great mystery of “Why me?” and 
not them. I may never know the answer to that but it does, I feel, place some responsibility and 
burden on those that have to help those that have nothing in whatever capacity we are able.

     Thank you to all of you who love and care and respect human 
life and the needs we all share.

With much love and admiration, 
John

Clinic staff in front of our tent office in the camp
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