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Season of Lent: a time to look deep within ourselves
The season of Lent can be meaningful and profound.
It is an opportunity for us to look deep within, to
contemplate Christ’s sacrifice and what it means or does
not mean for us, and to prepare for the joyous celebration of new life on Easter. We’ll offer a devotional Bible
study to accompany you on this Lenten journey (article
on page 2) and add additional services (Ash Wednesday
on Feb 26, Maundy Thursday on April 9).
This is a time of year to experiment with your faith.
Perhaps you might set aside time to pray regularly, to
study God’s word, and contemplate. It is a time to be
penitent (sorrowful for misdeeds), to focus upon the
suffering of others, and to be the presence of Christ in a
suffering world. Try volunteering somewhere that does
good works in our community. You might try the spiritual practice of fasting (It isn’t JUST for blood draws!),
and focus on the problem of hunger in the world. You
might even try giving up some activity that is a favorite
of yours, to remember and give thanks for Christ’s
suffering.
I understand if you are hesitant to take this journey.
Lent isn’t FUN. But it can be profound. The late great
poet Anne Weems wrote a poem about Lent, called “The
Walk.”

Those of us who walk along this road do so reluctantly.
Lent is not our favorite time of year.
We’d rather be more active—planning and scurrying
around.
All this is too contemplative to suit us.
Besides, we don’t know what to do with piousness and
prayer.
Perhaps we’re afraid to have time to think,
For thoughts come unbidden.
Perhaps we’re afraid to face our future, knowing our past.
Give us courage, O God, to hear your Word
and to read our living into it.
Give us the trust to know we’re forgiven,
And give us the faith to take up our lives and walk.
I hope you’ll take the walk with me.
In Christ,

Ash Wednesday Service:
Join us as we begin the
season of Lent on Wednesday, Feb. 26 at 7 p.m.
Receive the imposition of
ashes in your forehead and
celebrate communion.
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Church leaders moving forward after tie vote
What happened at the last retreat in January? Plenty!
Here are the conclusions:
1. Group consensus is that we need to meet again to fine tune what we are
doing with mission (Matthew 25). Stop talking and start exploring possibilities. Don’t drop any ideas. Consider all the ideas and research. Fear of
change is because nothing is concrete.
2. Make an action plan and a timeline so we are forced to stop talking and
start acting.
3. As a group, we support going ahead with needed repairs. If mission
comes to the fore and we see a need for a building change, we are not
ruling out doing something with the buildings. But nobody feels
strongly about selling the property at this time.
4. Dan says we can afford a church consultant or Presbytery program to
keep the energy going.
5. Idea: monthly five-minute meeting after church.
6. Some people feel strongly that we need to stop meeting and start doing.
It’s okay if they want to take a break.
7. Dan feels he has been called to our church to move us forward. He
doesn’t want to just talk and will hold our feet to the fire.
At the next retreat, we’ll begin splitting up our leadership into
working groups, so that we can gather information on our property, look
into a capital campaign, refine and strengthen our church mission focus,
looking at the Vital Congregations Initiative, and create a vision team to
help with congregational input and gatherings.
If you are interested in being part of this next meeting, please speak
with Pastor Dan.

Church Leader Visioning
Retreat Saturday, Feb 22
from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.

“Disturbing the Peace”
showing at First Pres
On March 10, at 7 p.m. we
will show the film, “Disturbing the
Peace.” This film, which is part of
the Jewish Voice for Peace film
festival in Ashland, will be shown
in Calvin Hall and is open to the
entire community.
It is an inspiring film about
Combatants for Peace, a group of
ex-soldiers and freedom fighters
from both Israel and Palestine. It
dramatizes their personal stories,
alternating between Palestinian
and Israeli viewpoints and shows
their courage in planning and
carrying out non-violent direct
actions in both the West Bank and
Israel.

New Bible study for Lent
We will be using the book Lent in Plain
Sight by Rev. Jill Duffield. The book has daily devotions with a scripture passage and thought
for each day in Lent up to Easter.
Books are $10 each and available in the
church office or online.
Classes will run Mar. 1 through Apr. 8 and
will meet Sunday mornings at 9 in the Fireside
room and Wednesday mornings at 10 in the
small meeting room.

The Dialogue
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue. Articles are
welcome for the March issue. Please submit by Thursday, Feb. 20.
Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com Marcia Hunter, editor

February’s Vespers Service will
be on Feb. 23 at 4 p.m., Bill Eckhart
and his band are back! The theme
will be on love.

Dialogue
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Rogue Valley Chorale presents:
Requiem in D Minor” by Mozart
and “Mass in G” by Schubert
at the Craterian Theater
Sat., March 7 at 7:30 p.m. and
Sun., March 8 at 3 p.m.
Tickets on sale now with early bird
discounts until Feb. 21.
Buy online or call 541-779-3000.
Pastor Dan, Paula and Abigail Fowler
are all singing for this performance.
Dan is the baritone soloist for Mozart’s “Requiem.”

January session notes
By Clerk Marcia Hunter
The main order of business for
the regular January meeting was
approval of the 2020 budget. At the
time of the meeting on Jan. 5, there
was a $5121 shortfall. Session
approved an amended balanced
budget, but soon after the meeting
more pledges came in, and the full
budget was reinstated.
Session discussed the results of
the December congregational meeting (tie vote) at this session meeting
and, again, at a retreat on Jan. 17-18.
The conclusions at the end of the
retreat are summarized in the article on page 2. The large group
(session, deacons, long range plan-

ning, and Dan) will meet again on
Feb. 22.
Session evaluated the current
system of prayer stations and
agreed that we like the prayer
stations (which seem to work better
at the 10 o’clock service than the 8
o’clock), but we would like to mix it
up sometimes with the mic system.
Buildings and Grounds Committee’s request for funds to fix the Fireside Room floor under the carpet
($3080, with AA contributing $1,116)
and $1,500 for stained glass wood
repair was approved.
The Winter Team’s request for
approval of the worship schedule and
mission funds distribution was passed.

Buildings and Grounds
By Marilyn Wright
This is an open invitation to all
to join us at our next Buildings and
Grounds Committee meeting. We
welcome ideas, guidance, and input
concerning our future needs here
at the church.
Our next meeting is Tuesday,
Feb. 11 at 5 p.m. in the Fireside
Room. Following our meeting we
adjourn to Great American Pizza
for dinner and fellowship.

Coffee hour volunteers are
needed for the month of February.
Please sign up on the clipboard
located on the welcome table in
the narthex. Your participation
and contributions are greatly
appreciated! Thank you.

Workshop to offer
healing after trauma
Have you ever considered the
amount of trauma you have encountered in your life? Ever try to help a
friend or family member following a
traumatic incident and ended up
shaken and anxious, too?
This lenten season, Rev. Dr.
Karen McClintock, author of When
Trauma Wounds: Pathways to Healing and Hope, (Fortress Press, 2019),
will be leading a workshop on ways
to offer compassion for yourself and
others after trauma.
Come and learn what to do and
what not to do for others following
trauma. Learn to recognize the big
spiritual questions that arise in times
of overwhelming loss or danger.
The course takes place Friday,
April 3 from 6:30-8:30 and Saturday,
April 4 from 9-4 in Ashland, with a
suggested $80 fee. For questions
and/or registration, contact Dr.
Karen at agalia@mind.net.

2020 per capita is due
The 2020 per capita charge is
$36.50. This is the annual “head tax”
which funds the administration of
the General Assembly, Synod and
Presbytery and comes back to our
church through various grants and
services.
Per capita costs are billed to the
churches based on membership. This
year we will be charged $4,490 and
have only budgeted to receive
$3,000, because many people don't
pay their per capita. If each of you
paid your share, the church budget
would not have to cover your costs.
Please send your payment as
soon as you can. Thank you.
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Let’s See

Thank you for your generous pledges
By Sam Alvord, Stewardship Guy
Good News Friends!
In the last few weeks our
community has cooperated substantially in making progress which is
positively hopeful for our ongoing
health and growth.
We met and exceeded our goal
for the 2020 pledge drive! So, this is
a great big thank you to all of us for
responding to the very candid
request to raise our annual budget to
a level that would help us work with
a balanced budget. We prayed for
$208,000 and the pledges came in at
$208,136. This result is from 67
pledges which is exactly the same
number as 2019.
I feel very happy because it was a
solid effort of many of us. The
number 67 does not include those of
us who contribute as couples. I am
avoiding using that bland word that
usually appears in a sentence like
this: “That represents 67 pledging
u***s.” In fact, none of our friends or
members are “u****s” but very intriguing and amazing persons who
show their love and connection to
our community by pledging. And
there are other intriguing and
amazing persons for whom we thank

Movie review

‘Just Mercy’
gripping
from start to
finish

God—the recipients of our shared
resources attending to their specific
needs. Joy!
On the heels of this good news,
our leaders met recently to work
together to express our thoughts and
feelings about The Vote! And it went
very well, indeed. Most of the folks
who are currently serving in leadership positions attended, and the level
of constructive engagement was very
high. As a person who spent most of
his professional life leading discussions among sometimes very reticent
college students, I marveled at the
quality of the discussion and the
number of fine ideas, but most
importantly, I relished the tenderness and empathic listening and
questioning from each of our sister
and brother leaders.
We reached consensus on the
issue which we all have chewed over
for a couple of months. The vote
taught us that we desire to maintain
our present property responsibly
and to keep intact the buildings and
land upon which they sit. The possibility of slicing off the front yard was
discussed and held out as a possible
option if a vision surfaces which
makes sense for the mission of our
church down the road.

By Marcia Hunter
I recently saw the film “Just Mercy,”
and I give it five stars. It’s exactly the kind
of movie I like: character-based, historically accurate, and emotionally intense. And,
best of all, I had a lot of things to think
about long after the movie ended.
This is the story of a black Harvard Law
School grad in the ‘80s who could have had
his pick of lucrative jobs but chose instead
to go to Alabama to work for justice for

Our elders and the various teams
will now go to work, seeking to
discern the best ways to enrich our
ministries and find the means to
attract new members. It looks like
some very specific fund raising for
the most pressing capital improvements is in order, as well.
So, there you have it: a new
decade, a surge of energy, a strong
sense of group unity, some creative
juices flowing and faith!
So, finally, my appreciation to
Dennis and Margie for their provocative stories shared from the pulpit on
behalf of our stewardship/gratitude
campaign and to all of us for sharing
our lives with each other.

inmates on death row. Many of their
convictions were highly suspect, and he
was relentless about pursuing old leads
and proving their innocence—in the face of
intense racial bias in the prison and court
systems.
The acting is superb (Michael B. Jordan,
Jamie Foxx, Brie Larson), and the film
never stops moving relentlessly to its
powerful conclusion. Try to see it while it’s
in town.

Dialogue
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Great Shape! Inc. looking for committee helpers
Dear fun-loving friends,
Blessings to you for the new
year. We are ready to gear up for the
next Great Shape! Inc. fundraiser at
the Ashland Armory on Saturday,
June 27.
Every volunteer supports the
dental, vision, and literacy needs for
those without these services in
Jamaica and other Caribbean islands,
providing needed equipment and
supplies.
Thank you to all who have
already signed up for committees. I
am still looking for committee leaders and helpers for the 22 commit-

tees, including computer work,
publicity, registration, food, decorations, music, auction, set up/clean up,
and others. There is something for
everyone’s area of expertise. Please
let me know if you want to be a leader or helper. The top priorities now
are attendance, ticket sales, fliers,
and auction items.
Thank you for your participation
in this wonderful program.
One Love,
Lori Freed (email, text, or call:
lf.lori.freed@gmail.com,
541-778-6631)

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
7 – Addie Thornton
13 – Steve Fain
15 – Dan Fowler
19 – Lori Freed
19 – Tammy Hald
20 – Bea Berry
26 – Sandra Slattery

Haiku Corner
By Poet Robb Grover

Cats sneak out at night.
Dogs jump all over your guests.
Pets vote with their paws.

Men’s Book Club
By David Hall
The First Presbyterian Men’s
Book Club meets about every
two months to discuss a book
selected by the group.
Meetings are currently being
held at Bird & Rye (formerly
Smithfield’s Pub and Pies) on
Thursdays after work at 5:45
p.m.
The next meeting will be on
Thursday, April 2 to discuss the
book Cutting for Stone by
Abraham Verghese.
We have just established a
lineup of books through September. Our May 2020 book is
Searching for Stars on an Island
in Maine by Alan Lightman. Our
July 2020 book is South by Sir
Ernest Shackleton. Our September 2020 book is A Land of Hard
Edges by Peg Bowden.
Happy Reading!
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World Day of Prayer
By Shirley Patton
Every year World Day of Prayer
gives us the opportunity to look at a
different country in the world and to
be led by its women in a worship
service designed to deepen Bible
study, prayer, and prayerful action.
The writers come from many faith
traditions as do the local Ashland
participants. Presbyterian Women
will host the event in Calvin Hall on
Friday, March 6, from 1-3 p.m.
The brave women of Zimbabwe
have written the service for this
year’s celebration. Inspired by the
story of Jesus’ interaction with the
invalid of 38 years at the pool of
Bethesda, they ask us to consider J
Jesus’ question, “Do you want to be
well?” The man answered with
explanations (excuses perhaps?) as
to why he was unable to enter the
healing waters. Then Jesus said,
“Rise! Take your mat and walk.”
Our sisters from Zimbabwe are
taking Jesus’ encounter to be a call to
act in love for peace and reconciliation. The
action verbs in this passage suggest
that w should not be afraid to act for
personal and social transformation.
An offering will be taken to support

the WDP-USA and provide grants
that improve the lives of women and
children in the United States and
worldwide.
Remember, everyone is
welcome! Bring family and friends.
We’ll enjoy refreshments and
conversation after the service.
Oh, and if you have any ties with
Zimbabwe, have seen Victoria Falls,
been on safari, or had other travel
experiences, please let Shirley Patton
know. She promises keen attention
and interest in what you have to
share.
The poster painted for WDP by
Nonhlanhla Mathe portrays Zimbabwean people’s lives. The top part

of the background from right to left
represents a transition from a dark
difficult past as a nation to a more
prosperous and promising future.
The bottom composition is more a
display of love, healing and reconciliation as inspired by the story of John
5:2-9a. The part with the vegetation
is representative of the potential
economic productivity since the
nation is an agricultural- based
economy.
Nonhlanhla Mathe says, “I do
abstract and semi-abstract figurative
paintings with lots of texture and a
colorful finish. I am very much
inspired by people’s lives and the
way they relate to each other.”

Two circles, coordinating team meeting this month
By Barbara Marsh
Westminster Circle will meet the third Thursday of the month, Feb. 20, at a location to be
announced. Contact Barbara Marsh for complete
details.
The Presbyterian Women coordinating team will
meet the first Thursday of the month, Feb. 6, at
1 p.m. in the small meeting room at the church.

By Marilyn Mobley
Elsie Nelson Circle will meet Feb.10 at the home
of Elaine Morgan at 1 p.m.
Using our study guide Love Carved in Stone: A
Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments, we will study
Lesson 6, “You shall not commit adultery.” The purpose
of this lesson is to understand God’s desire for deep and
faithful relationships in the human family and how
behavior that has no boundaries can devastate people
and communities.
Visitors are always welcome.

Dialogue
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Women’s Book Club reading Becoming Mrs. Lewis
By Marcia Hunter
The Women’s Book Club will
meet at the home of Barb Street on
Monday, Feb. 24 at 7 p.m. to discuss
Becoming Mrs. Lewis: the Improbable
Love Story of Joy Davidson and C.S.
Lewis by Patti Callahan.
It sounds like a great read.
Amazon says, “From New York
Times bestselling author Patti Callahan comes an exquisite novel of Joy
Davidman, the woman C. S. Lewis

called ‘my whole world.’ When poet
and writer Joy Davidman began writing letters to C. S. Lewis—known as
Jack—she was looking for spiritual
answers, not love. Love, after all,
wasn’t holding together her crumbling marriage. Everything about
New Yorker Joy seemed ill-matched
for an Oxford don and the beloved
writer of Narnia, yet their minds
bonded over their letters.
“Embarking on the adventure of

her life, Joy traveled from America to
England and back again, facing heartbreak and poverty, discovering
friendship and faith, and against all
odds, finding a love that even the
threat of death couldn’t destroy.”
Please join us for a book discussion and snacks. There may also be a
showing at Barb’s house of the movie
made from this book. Stay tuned for
details.

Bible verses for this month
I am in prison and also while I was
free to defend the gospel and establish it firmly. God is my witness that I
tell the truth when I say that my deep
feeling for you all comes from the
Philippians 1:1-20
heart of Christ Jesus himself.
I pray that your love will keep on
To all God's people in Philippi
growing more and more, together
who are in union with Christ Jesus,
with true knowledge and perfect
including the church leaders and
judgment, so that you will be able to
helpers: May God our Father and the choose what is best. Then you will be
Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and free from all impurity and blame on
peace.
the Day of Christ. Your lives will be
filled with the truly good qualities
Paul's Prayer for His Readers
which only Jesus Christ can produce,
I thank my God for you every
for the glory and praise of God.
time I think of you; and every time I
pray for you all, I pray with joy
I want you to know, my friends,
because of the way in which you
that the things that have happened to
have helped me in the work of the
me have really helped the progress
gospel from the very first day until
of the gospel. As a result, the whole
now. And so I am sure that God, who palace guard and all the others here
began this good work in you, will car- know that I am in prison because I
ry it on until it is finished on the Day am a servant of Christ. And my being
of Christ Jesus. You are always in my in prison has given most of the
heart! And so it is only right for me to believers more confidence in the
feel as I do about you. For you have
Lord, so that they grow bolder all the
all shared with me in this privilege
time to preach the message fearlessthat God has given me, both now that ly.

Of course some of them preach
Christ because they are jealous and
quarrelsome, but others from genuine good will. These do so from love,
because they know that God has
given me the work of defending the
gospel. The others do not proclaim
Christ sincerely, but from a spirit of
selfish ambition; they think that they
will make more trouble for me while
I am in prison.
It does not matter! I am happy
about it—just so Christ is preached
in every way possible, whether from
wrong or right motives. And I will
continue to be happy, because I
know that by means of your prayers
and the help which comes from the
Spirit of Jesus Christ I shall be set
free. My deep desire and hope is that
I shall never fail in my duty, but that
at all times, and especially right now,
I shall be full of courage, so that with
my whole being I shall bring honor to
Christ, whether I live or die.
Submitted by Debbie Miller

Page 8

Dialogue

For Those Who Have Far to Travel

By Jan Richardson

Note: This blessing elaborates on the theme of journey and change but most importantly faith, which we can ’t be
reminded of enough going forward in 2020.
Submitted by Carol Horton
If you could see
the journey whole
you might never
undertake it;
might never dare
the first step
that propels you
from the place
you have known
toward the place
you know not.
Call it
one of the mercies
of the road:
that we see it
only by stages
as it opens
before us,
as it comes into
our keeping
step by
single step.
There is nothing
for it
but to go
and by our going
take the vows
the pilgrim takes:
to be faithful to
the next step;
to rely on more
than the map;
to heed the signposts
of intuition and dream;
to follow the star
that only you
will recognize;
to keep an open eye
for the wonders that
attend the path;
to press on
beyond distractions
beyond fatigue
beyond what would
tempt you
from the way.

There are vows
that only you
will know;
the secret promises
for your particular path
and the new ones
you will need to make
when the road
is revealed
by turns
you could not
have foreseen.

Keep them, break them,
make them again:
each promise becomes
part of the path;
each choice creates
the road
that will take you
to the place
where at last
you will kneel

to offer the gift
most needed—
the gift that only you
can give—
before turning to go
home by
another way.

Regular Sunday Schedule
8am Chapel Worship
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY

MONDAY

2
3
11am Spring Team meeting
1:30pm Somantics (N)

9
11:30 am Usher Training

10
1pm Elsie Nelson Circle

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

4

5

6
7
1pm PW Coordinating Team

10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25)

11-12:30pm OLLI-Shakespeare (CH) 1:15-3:15pm DeHart (FR)

1-3pm OLLI-Henry VI (CH)
11

5pm Deacons

12

1:30-3:30pm OLLI SIG (FR)

17 President's Day
Office Closed

18

19

10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25)

13
12pm Blood Drive (CH)

14
15
2:30pm Finance
11am Membership Meeting

1:15-3:15pm DeHart (FR or SMR)

20 Dialogue articles Due
10am Westminster Circle

21

25
10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25)

7pm Ash Wednesday Service

10am-1pm Women with Wings(S)

1:15-3:15pm DeHart (FR or SMR)

5:30 Session
27
10am Dialogue Folding

28

3:15-4:30pm Dehart(M25)

4pm Jazz Vespers Service

AA
AA
AA
AA
Alanon
Alanon

5-9pm AA Potluck (CH)
22
9am-1pm Leader Visioning Retreat

11-12:30pm OLLI-Shakespeare (CH) 3:15-4:30pm Dehart(M25)

1-3pm OLLI-Henry VI (CH)
7:30pm Choir rehearsal
26

8
10am-1pm Women with Wings(CH)

11-12:30pm OLLI-Shakespeare (CH) 3:15-4:30pm Dehart(M25)

2pm Women with Wings (CH)

23 Transfiguration of the Lord 24

1-3pm OLLI-Henry VI (CH)

SATURDAY
1

3:15-4:30pm Dehart(M25)

10am-12pm DeHart paint class (M25)

5pm B & G
16

FRIDAY

7pm Women's Book Club

5pm OHRA Board meeting (FR) 1-3pm OLLI-Henry VI (CH)

1:15-3:15pm DeHart (FR or SMR)

Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room

Weekly Building Schedule
7am-8am
M-Sat
OLLI Watercolor
9am-10am
M-Fri
OLLI Knitters
9am-10:30am Sat
Somantics
5:30-6:30
Fri
Realtors
7pm-8:15pm Mon
SOFA
7pm-8:30pm Fri
Thai Chi

Matthew 25 Room
Fireside Room
Matthew 25 Room
Calvin Hall
Fireside Room
Matthew 25 Room

29
10am-1pm Women with Wings(CH)

10am-1pm
Mon
1pm-2:30pm 1st&3rd Tues
11am-1pm
Thurs
8:30am
Thurs
6:30pm-8:30pm 1st Thurs
11am-12pm
Fri

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 626
service requested
Dated material

Oaks
dropping
acorns.
Squirrels dashing and stashing.
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Our Vision
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