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I spend a minimal amount of 

time on Facebook these days. When 

it first came out, I admit I was 

hooked. I found and connected with 

old friends I hadn’t seen in years. I 

saw pictures of newborn babies sent 

from people who used to be kids in 

my old youth groups. I joined some 

groups of like-minded people (video 

game fans, Oakland A’s fans, and a 

few clergy groups). I played cross-

word games and other silly games 

online with people all over the Unit-

ed States, and in some cases, all over 

the world. Facebook was a happen-

ing place, and I really enjoyed it. 

Now, some 9+ years after start-

ing on Facebook, I find myself less 

engaged with the app. In part, I have 

found that, no matter what you say 

nor how compelling your argument 

is, you will never get someone to 

switch their political opinion. 

(Surprise!) Furthermore, there is no 

better means of communication than 

sitting down face-to-face with some-

one. Typed words can get miscon-

strued, and it is difficult to mend  

relationships online and from far 

away. Truth be told, Facebook 

friendships are pretty shallow at 

best. So I don’t post or look nearly as 

much as I used to. 

Facebook has tried all sort of 

gimmicks to get me back, including a 

“memories” section. I get a picture 

that I posted from years ago, or have 

memories to share of an event or 

performance from a long time ago. 

Sometimes, those are wonderful 

memories, and sometimes they are 

painful, especially when they are the 

post of a loved one who is no longer 

with me. Sometimes they are both–– 

I saw a video last Christmas of the 

church choir in Fort Bragg, California 

(my last call) singing a Christmas 

cantata. My daughter Abby (who was 

about 12 at the time) was singing her 

first solo as a young Mary, and there 

next to her in the choir was my 

mother, singing right along with her. 

It was both beautiful and sad in the 

same moment.  

Then, more recently, I saw one 

memory post a few days ago of a  

picture of my wife and me, from at 

least nine years ago––both of us fit 

and trim, hiking around Lake Tahoe.  

It looked like the ideal me! My beard 

was still brown, and I had a big smile 

upon my face and more hair up top 

than I do now. There was this little 

voice inside my head saying, “Man, 

what happened to you? How did you 

ever get so out-of-shape and so old?” 

That little voice that speaks to us 

inside our heads can be brutally  

honest at times. Truth is, we will 

never measure up to our ideal selves 

and those little whispers that cause 

us to think less and less of ourselves. 

They come from the dark, evil, shad-

ow side of reality. Those little whis-

pers try to make us feel unworthy 

and try to tear us away from the God 

who 

always 

loves us 

down to 

our very 

core, no 

matter what we look like, no matter 

how old we become. So, if you are at 

all like me, and you hear those little 

whispers from time to time that 

denigrate the wonderful, beloved 

child of the Creator that you are, 

remember God loves you just as you 

are in this  moment.  

Theologian William Countryman 

wrote, “The person you are now, the 

person you have been, the person you 

will be––this person God had chosen 

as beloved.” Take that, Facebook 

memories! I am beloved of God, 

and so are YOU! 

In Christ, 
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the March issue. Please submit by Thursday, Feb. 21. Email 

(preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Marcia Hunter, editor 

 New afternoon vespers to begin 
We will be trying 

out a new form of  

worship, an afternoon 

music vespers service 

from 4-5 p.m. on the  

last Sunday of the 

month, beginning Feb 

24 at 4 p.m.  

This service will be 

music heavy and theologically light. 

We hope to have the jazz band from 

Ashland High, a jazz group from SOU, 

some other musical 

bands from the Ashland 

area, and even a  

Flamenco guitarist!  

         This would be a 

good service to bring a 

non-churched friend to. 

         Afternoon vespers 

will be on Feb. 24, 

March 31, April 28 and May 26, all 

starting at 4 p.m. in the sanctuary.  

The sanctuary entrance doors 

(from outside going into the narthex) 

will be replaced sometime in Febru-

ary because, unfortunately, the  

current hardware braking system is 

wearing out.  

They will be replaced with two 

glass doors made of reinforced glass, 

which is nearly impossible to break. 

Their locking system  works from the 

inside as well as the outside, and they 

will open and close slowly. 

New sanctuary doors 

coming in February 

It is with heavy hearts that we 

announce the deaths of two people 

who were important to our church. 

Ilse Forney, a long-time member, 

died on Jan. 10, 2019 in California. 

Ilse was active in many areas of our 

church ministry–– she was an elder 

and a deacon, organized tai chi clas-

ses, faithfully attended SOAP lunches 

and, for years headed up the Chris-

tian Education Committee. Ilse also 

did medical mission work, traveling 

to South America to assist with  

surgeries for children. Her positive 

can-do attitude and quick smile will 

be greatly missed. 

Our Pastor Emeritus, David 

Beamer, also passed away recently. 
There will be a service on Saturday, 

Feb. 9 at 2 p.m. at Valle Verde in  

Santa Barbara, CA. The family realiz-

es that not everyone will be able to 

travel, but if you have something you 

would like shared, please send it to 

Diane Beamer at 1103C Senda 

Verde, Santa Barbara, CA 93105. 

By Elaine Morgan 

Spring is coming and the Spring 

Planning Team needs members to 

assist with the planning for the  

contemplative season of Lent and 

the joyful season of Easter.   

Pastor Dan has selected the 

theme of “Listen” (Listening for God 

through scripture, silence, prayer, 

etc.) that we will use for our  

worship planning and “Awakening 

to God’s Beauty,” a Lenten invita-

tion to pray with art and scripture 

for our Lenten study.  This Bible 

study will be offered on Wednesday 

mornings at 10 a.m., and Sunday 

mornings between services at 9 

a.m. We are also looking into having 

small groups meet during the  

Lenten season, which begins on 

March 6. 

The first meeting of the team 

will be after the 10 o’clock service 

on Sunday, Feb. 24.  Please consider 

being part of the Spring Planning 

Team and let Elaine Morgan know 

of your willingness to serve our 

wonderful church family. 

On Sunday, Feb. 24, Pastor Dan will preach on the church’s new 

vision and mission statement. The services will include a talk back 

and question/answer period. 

Worship to focus on vision/mission statement 

Spring team to plan for season of Lent 
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By Carolyn Wetzel 

Tickets are now available for 

Nadia Bolz-Weber's upcoming  

Ashland visit.  Two unique 90-

minute programs will be offered at  

7 p.m. on Friday, March 22 and at  

9 a.m. on Saturday, March 23, at the 

Ashland First United Methodist 

Church. Tickets for each lecture are 

$25 and will be available in the 

church office and after Sunday  

services beginning in early Febru-

ary.  

Online tickets are available at 

brownpapertickets.com (search 

"Nadia," service fee added). For 

more information contact Carolyn 

Wetzel or email 

evocong@gmail.com.  

Nadia is the fourth speaker 

sponsored by Evolving Congrega-

tions, an ecumenical group with  

representatives from four Ashland 

churches––our own First Presbyter-

ian, First United Methodist, Ashland 

UCC, and Trinity Episcopal. If you 

would like to be part of this group 

and/or are willing to help with tick-

et sales, please contact Carolyn  

Wetzel.    

Pastor Dan has been reading 

Bolz-Weber’s autobiography, enti-

tled Pastrix. It is a captivating,  

brutally honest read about some-

one’s struggle to follow God and to 

minister to people you will rarely 

see in a church. The language can be 

a bit salty, but he highly recom- 

mends it. 

The Women’s Book Club is also 

reading one of her books this month 

(see page 6). 

Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber coming to Ashland 

Thank you, from 

the deacons 
By Sharon Laskos 

Our deacons’ fund Christmas 

gifts from our church family totaled 

$5370. On Advent Faire Sunday 

alone, $5100 came in, a generosity 

record!  

In addition to our eight families 

for Christmas and Thanksgiving, the 

deacons are doubling the help 

amounts given for office walk-ins for 

the next three months. Instead of 

giving out all of our funds by the 

seventh of the month, the office 

helps will continue longer during 

the cold winter months.  

The families who picked up their 

Christmas food and gift cards and 

cookies were so grateful, and sever-

al brought their children.  

Blessings and gratitude from the 

deacons. 

An update on Isabella 
Many of you know of my little great-

granddaughter, Isabella, who had open heart 

surgery at five days old, followed by multiple 

subsequent surgeries. This little baby wants to 

live and has fought her way through infections, 

setbacks, and numerous complications during 

her first three months. 

This amazing church body has been praying 

for her, and she is gaining strength and improving

 — with hopes that she may be able to go home this month for the first 

time. 

Isabella’s parents and I are so grateful for your love, thoughts and 

prayers. Please continue to keep her in your hearts. 

Thank you so much.

 Pamela Barndt 

PC(USA) per capita breakdown 
     For 2019 the per capita breakdown is: Presbytery $21.33, Synod 

$5.22, General Assembly $8.95, bringing it to a total of $35.50.
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By Sam Alvord 

On the rainy day recently when I 

volunteered for the first time at the 

Ashland Food Bank, I was visited 

with a revelation which linked three 

women: a poet, a legislator, and a 

shopper. 

The poet is Mary Oliver, who I 

had just learned had passed away in 

Hobe Sound, Florida.  As a literature 

and writing professor, my career  

allowed me to read and discuss the 

work of hundreds of writers and  

poets.  What distinguished Mary  

Oliver was that her poems had a 

transformative impact on so many 

students who lacked self confidence. 

Wonderfully, when they read her, 

they grew in courage, especially the 

courage to speak and write without 

shame or apology. They would read 

a question like this from her poem 
“The Summer Day,” “Tell me what is 

it you plan to do/with your one wild 
and precious life?” and come away 

inspired to make their lives “wild 

and precious.” As I stacked cans of 

cream of mushroom soup, I  mutter-
ed a prayer of blessing for the gifts 

of Mary Oliver.  

Assisting shoppers and restock-

ing shelves, I kept thinking of our 

representative to the Oregon Legis-

lature, Pam Marsh.  She directed the 

Food Bank for several years.  Before 

that, when her youngest daughter, 

Molly, was going through her  

elementary years at Pinehurst 

School, Pam was working at the 

Green Springs Inn, attending college 

and volunteering in many ways in 

our community and school. I had in 

my mind that in the next couple of 

days Pam would be throwing herself 

into the maelstrom of state politics 

for the benefit of each of us in her 

district just like she put in long days 

making sure Ashlanders who needed 

food would be able to stock up at a 

place which offered non-judgmental 

assistance and sustenance. While 

unpacking the bread from the Village 

Baker, a prayer for strength and  

wisdom erupted for Representative 

Marsh and her brother and sister 

reps in Salem.  

Next, I helped a shopper; let’s 

call her Jeanette.  She was doing the 

marketing for her extended, inter-

generational family of eight, while 

Gramma waited in the reception  

area. I should say that I was a bit 

frightened anticipating this volun-

teer gig because I feared people 

would not appreciate an older man, 

who looks like me, interfering in 

their personal shopping.  This 

proved not a problem at all, and 

Jeanette and I fell easily into a very 

relaxed, cordial and provocative  

conversation for the half hour we 

filled her cart.  She held an infant on 

her hip and responded with grati-

tude when I suggested that I push 

the cart and bag the groceries.   

What I soon realized was that 

Jeanette could easily have been one 

of my students who read Mary Oliver 

with me way back when and gained 

that priceless spark of self-posses-

sion.  Here was a  mother who 

shopped for others and did it with 

good cheer and with an eye for 

healthy ingredients.  I felt no fear but 

was honored to assist.  I wished she 

had offered to let me hold her child, 

but one of the deficits of existence 

for old, bald guys is moms rarely  

offer to let you hold the baby. When 

the shopping was completed and 

Gramma, baby and Jeanette bundled 

up to head back into the rain, I imag-

ined Jeannette in fifteen years as the 

director of the Food Bank or our  

representative in Salem. 

I plucked this package (see next 

page) off the Poetry and Prayer shelf 

in aisle seven. Open it and let’s see if 

Mary Oliver evokes hope and the 

courage to aspire in you, too. 

Let’s See 

Prayers from the pasta aisle 

Haiku Corner 

Daft rooster crowing. 

It's noon, dawn was long ago. 

My clock works better. 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 
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By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

At the session meeting on  

Sunday, Jan. 6, session members 

shared our star words, which turned 

out to be the correct words, chosen 

for us by God. Really. Ask anyone on 

session. 

The very last of the revised poli-

cies was approved, so the new elec-

tronic version of the manual will be

available soon. Paper copies will be  
The 2019 budget was presented 

by Trish Styer and accepted by  

session.  Details appear in the  

annual report to the congregation. 

Session brainstormed ways to 

help the Phoenix Presbyterian 

Church. Some ideas were: providing 

volunteers to help with their  

community meal, worshipping with 

them and inviting them to worship 

with us, offering help to their clerk 

of session, B and G Committee 

helping with their next work day.  

Dan’s requests for time away 

beginning Feb. 17 after the session 

meeting, returning on Feb. 19th and 

March 11-13 (to attend the Next 

Church Conference in Seattle) were 

approved.  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

7 – Addie Thornton 

13 – Steve Fain 

15 – Patti Lane 

15 – Dan Fowler 

19 – Lori Freed 

19 – Tamara Hald 

20 – Bea Berry 

26 – Sandra Slattery 

NO FEBRUARY  

ANNIVERSARIES 

Session notes from January meeting 

kept by Dan, Susan, and Marcia. It's 
a much slimmed-down document 
for easier reading.
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World Day of Prayer on Friday, March 1 
By Shirley Patton 

Don’t  let World Day of Prayer 

sneak up on you!  The first day of 

March, of course, comes after short 

little February and can catch us  

unaware. This year March begins on 

a Friday, and the first Friday of 

March is always World Day of Pray-

er. Presbyterian Women don’t want 

anyone to miss the celebration!  So 

when you flip over the calendar,  

remember you have a l o’clock date 

in Calvin Hall with our friends from 

other churches to join the world-

wide observance. 

This year’s service was written 

by the women of Slovenia, a small 

European country bordered by  

Italy, Austria, Hungary, Croatia and 

the Adriatic Sea. 

The theme reminds us of Jesus’ 

parable of the great banquet where 

the invitation list was opened up so 

the table of goodness could be filled. 

There was room for all. The theme 

is “Come—Everything Is Ready!” 

We will come to praise, thank, and 

proclaim the kin-dom of love.  And 

we will learn more about Slovenia 

which was once part of Yugoslavia 

but has been an independent,  

parliamentary democracy since 

1991.  We have lots of room at the 

table.  All are welcome! 

Women’s circles 
meeting in February 
By Marilyn Mobley 

Elsie Nelson Circle will meet 

at the home of Eleanor Robison on 

Monday, Feb. 11 at 1 p.m. We will 

study Lesson 6  of our guide God’s 

Promise, I Am With You.  God is with 

us through our trials. God says, “I 

will be with you,” and that promise 

of presence conveys the depth of 

God’s love. Visitors are always  

welcome. 

By Barbara Marsh 

Westminster Circle will gath-

er at the home of Sook-Ja Hansen at  

10 a.m. on Thursday, Feb. 21. After 

refreshments and "catch-up time," 

the Horizon Bible Study, God’s 

Promise, I am with You, will be  

discussed. Lesson Five focuses on 

God's promise of presence when we 

are powerless. We are invited to lay 

down our weapons of worry and 

keep our eyes on God. Please read 2 

Chronicles 20:1-30 and Deuterono-

my 20;1-4. Ask yourself, "Do I ask 

God for help and spend more time 

surrendering myself to God?” 

There will be no PW meeting in 

February. 

On March 1, World Day of Pray-

er will take place in Calvin Hall (see 

article above). 

By Marcia Hunter 
The Women’s Book Club will 

meet on Monday, Feb. 25 at the 
home of Sue Sager. Our book will be  

Salvation on the Small Screen, a  

critique of the Trinity Broadcasting 

Network, by Nadia Bolz-Weber, who 

is coming to Ashland this spring. If 

you have trouble finding the book, 

feel free to read any other book by 

Nadia Bolz-Weber.  

Her books include two New York 

Times best sellers, Pastrix: The Cranky, 

Beautiful Faith of a Sinner and Saint 

and Accidental Saints: Finding God in 

All the Wrong People. Her latest book, 

which was due out in January, is 

Shame-less: A Sexual Reformation. 

The March book club selection is 

An American Family: A Memoir of 

Hope and Sacrifice by Khizr Khan.  

Please join us for snacks and 

great conversation. 

Book club reading Salvation on the Small Screen in February 

First Pres mission work is appreciated 

Our church can be proud of all we are doing to support our  

community and spread our love. This month we received thank you notes 

from: 

 Syrian American Medical Society for $188 on Jan. 11, 2019.

 Ashland Food Bank for food donations and volunteer support.

 Camp Fire Relief Fund (Presbytery of Sacramento) for $2,990.01.

This fund has already reached over $200,000 to help people in

need after the devastating fire.
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Putting a face on homelessness 
By Bob Morse, manager, Shelter Lis-
tening Project                                 

Chris Collier, who just turned 25, 

is a man with a goal. He intends to 

become a professional video game 

player, or “gamer.”  Chris says that 

having a reserved bed each night at 

Ashland’s winter homeless shelter 

moves him closer to realizing his 

dream of establishing his own video 

arcade.  

Recently, I chatted with Chris at 

the shelter to capture his personal 

experience of being unhoused. I plan 

to interview a different shelter guest 

each month and share stories with 

the faith communities that sponsor 

our winter shelter.  

It was the older of Chris’ two 

brothers who introduced him to  

video games when Chris was eleven.  

He immediately realized that he had 

found his niche. Rating his own skill 

level, Chris proclaims, “I’m good; I’m 

on top.”   

        But it was a school assignment in 

his sophomore year of high school in 

Atlanta, Georgia that aligned Chris 

with his destiny.  When asked to  

research a new place, Chris chose 

Ashland, Oregon, a whopping two-

thousand miles away.  After working 

in food service and movie houses for 

three years post-high school, he real-

ized that he had a childhood friend 

who had already moved to Ashland. 

Three days later Chris was on a bus, 

traveling westward to his new home. 

        Chris readily found employment 

and replicated the diligent life he had 

led in Atlanta. Sixteen months later, 

Chris had saved enough to experi-

ence being out of debt for the first 

time in his life, and to him this felt 

like abundance.  “I had it all down,” 

Chris said, smiling. “The beauty of it 

was that everything I set out to 

achieve came to fruition. The time 

comes when you know you can get 

into your craft. But you don’t know 

what’s going on around you that can 

become obstacles to reaching your 

goal.” 

        As Chris entered “his zone,”  

perfecting his Xbox performance, his 

housemates grew increasingly envi-

ous of his “playing all day” while they 

went off to work. “As it unfolded,” 

Chris recalls, “I was getting dogged 

and feeling beaten down.”  

         This was not unlike how Chris 

felt growing up with parents who 

didn’t support his gaming and with 

his angry older brother who main-

tained continual harassment, con- 
flicts, and arguments.  Losing his 

emotional footing in Ashland 

prompted a return to Atlanta. Chris 

spent six months with the loving 

support of his “always happy” grand-

ma and retained a hopeful glimmer 

of his goal and alternative Oregon 

life.
        Despite his work ethic and 

extensive work history, upon 

returning to Ashland , Chris fell into  

depression which depleted his moti-

vation. During a year of not working, 

he experienced a penetrating uncer-

tainty that arose out of being penni-

less, having no bedroll, and never 

knowing where he’d sleep. “I was 

super lost,” he explains, “but knew I 

could get back on track. I was con-

sumed with feeling life was passing 

me by, but I still felt in control. I did a 

lot of thinking. I had to push myself 

through to the finish line.”   

         Finally back to work a half year 

ago and currently working two 

jobs—recycling and carpentry, Chris 

says his confidence is rising. He  

describes being homeless as “eye-

opening,” and adds, “I no longer live 

life blindly. I read self-help books, 

and I fill my mind with being gentle.” 

   Chris credits living in the shel-

ter and on a schedule for his resur-

gence. “If I were outside right now, 

I’d be angry.” With a consistent place 

to sleep, he can get up early, work 

out, go to work, then practice his 

gaming before the shelter opens 

again at 7:30 p.m.    

Chris recognizes the helpfulness 

of the shelter’s new model, no longer 

first-come, first served. Local home-

less people are screened so that the 

newly-hired case manager is  

apprised of hurdles prohibiting shel-

ter guests’ achieving self-sufficiency.  

Reflecting on last year’s shelter, 

Chris notes, “There used to be a lot of 

miscellaneous people from other 

places and addictions. It was a traffic 

jam. Now the shelter is a well-oiled 

machine that flows.”   



 

Luke 7:1-10     The Faith of the Centurion 

When Jesus had finished saying all this 

to the people who were listening, he entered 

Capernaum. There a centurion’s servant, whom 

his master valued highly, was sick and about to 

die. The centurion heard of Jesus and sent 

some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to 

come and heal his servant. When they came to 

Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This 

man deserves to have you do this, because he 

loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” 

So Jesus went with them. 

He was not far from the house when 

the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, 

don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to 

have you come under my roof. That is why I did 

not even consider myself worthy to come to 

you. But say the word, and my servant will be 

healed. For I myself am a man under authority, 

with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and 

he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I 

say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

When Jesus heard this, he was amazed 

at him, and turning to the crowd following 

him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such 

great faith even in Israel.” Then the men who 

had been sent returned to the house and found 

the servant well. 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 
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Bible verses 





Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2

10-1pm Women with Wings(CH)

11am Tai Chi (CH)
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1pm  PW Coordinating Team
1:30pm Somantics (N)

5pm B & G
11am Tai Chi (CH) 1-3pm Group Therapy (FR) 11am Tai Chi (CH)

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 9:30am Finance Committee 10-1pm Women with Wings(CH)

2:30pm Deacons 11am Membership Meeting 1-3pm Brookdale Chili Cook-off
1:30pm Somantics (N) 5:30pm LRP 6-8pm Group Therapy (FR) 12pm Blood Drive (CH) 5-9pm AA Potluck

11am Tai Chi (CH) 1-3pm Group Therapy (FR) 11am Tai Chi (CH)
17 18  President's Day 19 20 21  Dialogue articles Due 22 23

Office Closed 9am-2pm Brookdale Health
11:30 Session and Wellness fair 10am Westminster Circle

11am Tai Chi (CH) 1-3pm Group Therapy (FR) 11am Tai Chi (CH)
24 25 26 27 28 March 1

11ish am Spring Team 1:30pm Somantics (N) 10am Dialogue Folding
4pm Vespers Service 7pm Women's Book Club

11am Tai Chi (CH) 1-3pm Group Therapy (FR)

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat          OLLI Watercolor Nursery 10am-1pm                        Mon Realtors 8:30 Thurs (CH)
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri          OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm 1st&3rd   Tues
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat Children's Ukelele Choir Nursery 2:30pm-5:30pm             Wed
AA Fireside Room 5:30-6:30           Fri             Somantics Nursery 11am-1pm                      Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri

Weekly Building Schedule

Dan gone

1pm PW World Day of Prayer
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