
Volume 58, No. 2                      February, 2018

  

 
Inside this issue 

Lent — special season of reflection, sacrifice, struggle 
And so begins a new season in 

the church year, one of the few that 

has yet to be com-

mercialized – Lent. 

There are no Lent 

cards of which I am 

aware. We don’t dec-

orate our homes with 

Lent ornaments, or 

have friends over for 

Lent gift exchanges. 

Yet this is a season of 

the church year with 

as much importance 

as Advent/Christmas. What is this 

season of the church year all about? 

Lent is a period of 40 days, not 

including Sunday, which begins on 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14, and leads 

up to Holy Saturday, the day before 

Easter. The word “Lent” comes from 

the old English word for spring.  Lent 

is 40 days long, because 40 is a tradi-

tional biblical number of devotion, 

discipline, and preparation. Moses 

stayed on the mountain of God for 40 

days; Elijah traveled for 40 days  

before reaching a cave and having his 

vision from God; Nineveh was given 

40 days to repent 

from its sins; Jesus 

spent 40 days in the 

wilderness, being 

tempted by Satan  

before beginning his 

ministry. 

       This season of the 

church year can be a 

time of intense intro-

spection – a time of 

testing, a time to focus 

on our own sinfulness, and a time of 

suffering as we give up things which 

are important to us, that we might 

remember Jesus and his sacrifice for 

our sins. The color purple, which you 

will see in the sanctuary, signifies 

royalty, reminding us of God’s king-

dom.  

I truly love this season, as I am 

reminded of the seasons we face in 

life – times of joy and sorrow, ease 

and hardship. Lent reflects those 

times in life when we struggle 

through the valley of the shadow or 

in the wilderness of the desert. 

American Trappist monk Thomas 

Merton wrote about Lent, saying, 

“This then is our desert; to live facing 

despair, but not to consent. To tram-

ple it down under hope in the Cross. 

To wage war against despair unceas-

ingly. That war is our wilderness. If we 

wage it courageously, we will find 

Christ at our side. If we cannot face it, 

we will never find him.”  

So, as we travel through the 

shadows of Lent, may Christ be at 

our side, offering us courage, and  

reminding us of the promise of hope 

to come of an empty grave and risen 

Messiah. 

 In hope, 

 Dan 

 

Receive the imposition of the 

ash cross upon your forehead as we 

begin the season of Lent.  Commun-

ion will be served, and there will be 

special music and reflection upon 

scripture. We will either be in  

Calvin Hall or the sanctuary,  

depending upon whether or not the 

boiler has been fixed. 
 

Ash Wednesday service 

Wednesday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m. 
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“Facing Racism: A Vision of the 

Beloved Community” will be a six-

week Bible study offered by Pastor 

Dan on Wednesday mornings from 

10-11 a.m. and Thursday evenings 

from 7-8 p.m. in the chapel begin-

ning Feb. 7-8. 

The curriculum for the study 

comes to us from the Racial Ethnic 

division of ministry of the PCUSA. 

Humanity is made in the image of 

God. It is therefore falsehood and 

deception to deny the full humanity 

of any people. While humans have 

many differences, we are all children 

of God, made in the image of God, 

and therefore of equal worth, value 

and dignity.  

This study calls us to a vision of 

humanity without racism, grounded 

in our common origin as children of 

the Creator, from which we derive 

our inalienable worth, dignity and 

sanctity.  

The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the March issue. Please submit by Thursday, Feb. 22. Email 

(preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com.   

Marcia Hunter, editor 

 

Our church will be hosting 

the Ashland Youth Collective on 

Sunday, Feb. 11. Pastor Dan is 

looking for someone who might 

be able to provide dinner for 10-

12 youth and 2-3 adult advisors. 

Please let Dan know if you can 

help. 

Something for everyone during Lent. . . .  

By Elaine Morgan 

The Spring Planning Team will 

plan for church worship, study,  

activities and decorations begin-

ning with Lent and continuing 

through Pentecost.   

There will be special worship 

services during Holy Week including 

Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday 

and Good Friday.  Palm Sunday  

worship will include our offering to 

the One Great Hour of Sharing. 

We will make plans for Bible 

study led by Pastor Dan and small 

Lenten study groups that will offer 

opportunities for growth in our faith 

journey to members of our church 

family. We are also preparing for the 

Anne Lamott conference at the end 

of April (see page 5) 

If you would like to be part of 

the team that will make plans for 

this special time of year, please talk 

to Elaine Morgan. 

Spring Planning Team forming now 

Fasting (abstaining from food for 

a period of time) is a long-standing 

spiritual practice. Pastor 

Dan will be forming this 

group for the season of 

Lent. 

This group will meet 

for spiritual guidance, support and 

prayer on Friday mornings, and par-

ticipants are asked to fast from sun-

rise to sunset on Fridays, from Feb. 

16 through Good Friday, March 30.  

Participants are asked to drink wa-

ter during their fasting to remain 

hydrated.  

      Money that would nor-

mally be spent on breakfast 

and lunch will be donated 

to a worthy organization 

dedicated to God’s social justice.  

First fasting meeting/day is  

Friday, Feb. 16. Group will gather 

at 9 a.m. in the chapel for prayer 

and support. 

Fasting group to meet Fridays during Lent 

We will be organizing small 

book study groups for Lent, meet-

ing in the homes of our church 

friends/members. Grow your faith 

and get to know others better!  

The book will likely be a recent 

title from author Anne Lamott, who 

will be coming to speak in our area 

in April. Stay tuned for sign ups, 

book selection and ordering infor-

mation. 

If you are interested in finding 

out more about Anne Lamott’s visit, 

check out the following website: 
Thehearthcommunity.com or see  

details on page 5. 

Lenten small groups to  

study Anne Lamott 

New Bible study entitled ‘Facing Racism’ 
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 Presbyter for Vision and Mission to visit  

We have an opportunity to meet 

the new Executive Presbyter from 

Cascades Presbytery on Sunday,  

Feb. 4. 

Please join us for a conversation 

with Rev. Brian Heron, newly elected 

Presbyter for Vision and Mission. 

Brian is reaching out to all 97 

churches within our presbytery, and 

he wants to hear of your joys, con-

cerns, and prayers for our church.  

Brian will  meet with our elders 

and deacons, as well as anyone who 

wants to join in from the 8 a.m.  

service from 9-9:45 a.m.  

He’ll meet with the 10 o’clock 

service congregation during the  

fellowship hour.  
 

Pastor Dan to attend 

NEXT Church National 

Gathering this month 

Dan will attend the NEXT 

Church National Gathering in Balti-

more, Maryland Feb. 25-28 to look 

for new visions of what our church 

might become.  

At this event church leaders 

(pastors and lay people) will  

engage in honest conversations 

about their ministry experiences 

and new ideas they are trying. 

There will be opportunities to  

engage in workshops, foster new 

and deeper connections, and  

participate in creative worship, 

centering participants around 

God’s presence.  

Please be in prayer for Dan as 

he attends this conference. 

Please join us for worship at 8 or 

10 o’clock on Feb. 25, as pastor  

Steve Parker leads us in worship. 

Steve was the long time minister at 

Grants Pass Presbyterian and  

currently serves as communications 

director for Cascades Presbytery.  

Guest minister to 

preach Sunday, Feb. 25 

By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

       During opening devotions, the 

session discussed Dan’s sermon 

about our church’s mission state-

ment. It was suggested that Dan 

write an article for the Tidings/Mail 

Tribune expressing our congrega-

tion’s concerns about the way our 

country is headed, which seems  

non-welcoming to those in need. 

The treasurer submitted 

the 2018 budget, which was 

approved by session before 

being presented to the con-

gregation at the annual meet-

ing.  Since we ended the year 

with a $20,000 surplus, the 

budget includes a plan to pay off 

some of our loans and take care of 

deferred maintenance and building 

needs. It also includes a $10,000  

contingency fund and increases in 

the following areas: designated 

funds, per capita, 3% raise for all 

staff, and liturgical arts. 

 Session approved by consensus 

a visit from Rev. Brian Heron, the 

Presbyter for Vision and Mission, on 

Sunday, Feb. 4 (see above). He wants 

to “hear what our ministry is about, 

what our hopes and concerns are, 

and make a connection with the  

congregation as we anticipate the 

journey ahead into God’s work.” 

The Buildings and Grounds Com-

mittee will accept a bid to install a 

two-way sewer line clean out and 

remove and replace a section of  

existing sewer line for a cost of $733 

(or less) through S.O.S. Plumbing.  

        Buildings and Grounds 

members are also working 

on the broken heating sys-

tem, researching  the best 

way to replace the boiler 

unit.  In the meantime, 

worship will continue to 

be held in Calvin Hall. Temporary 

heating will be arranged for the  

memorial service for Gregg Lininger. 

Session approved the hiring of 

Mark Edwards (with grant funding) 

for 4 hours a week to clean up  

during the shelter season. We  

welcome Mark to our staff. 

 A list of all committee members 

was compiled.  The personnel com-

mittee is looking for one or two new 

members.  See John Wren if you are 

interested in serving. 

Session notes for January 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

7 – Addie Thornton 

13 – Steve Fain 

15 – Patti Lane 

15 – Dan Fowler 

19 – Lori Freed 

19 – Tamara Hald 

20 – Bea Berry 

26 – Sandra Slattery 

 

NO ANNIVERSARIES 
 

The Stewardship Committee and 

the Session want to express their 

appreciation to all of 

you who pledged your 

support to the church 

for 2018.  As of the 

middle of January, we 

had received 66 pledg-

es, for a total of  

$185,990.  

Our church seems 

to be in a good place as we begin the 

new year with an upbeat spirit and 

lots of positive energy.  Thank you 

for your participation, whether it’s 

monetary or contributing to our pro-

grams and missions.  

       Blessings to you as we 

continue to do God’s work 

through the First Presby-

terian Church. 

 

Session members Elaine 

Morgan, John Wren, Howard 

Miller, Linda Purdom, John 

Sager, Jill Turner, and Jim 

Holloway; and Stewardship Commit-

tee members Bruce Johnson, Brian 

Almquist, and Jim Holloway 

Thank you for generous pledges 

  Haiku 
 

  Green tips appearing. 
  They will soon be daffodils 
  seducing the bees. 
 

  “Poet” Robb Grover 
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Anne Lamott to be guest speaker at April 26-28 event 
Finding Our Way: A Community 

Exploration of Compassion featuring 

Anne Lamott.. Three days of public 

workshops, facilitated discussions, 

and story gatherings focused on 

practicing compassion skills  

THURSDAY, APRIL 26 7-9 p.m  

The Hearth presents “The Kind-

ness of Strangers.” Six local residents 

will share  true tales of transfor-

mation inspired by kindness. At Tem-

ple Emek Shalom. $5 donation to 

benefit the Ashland Food Bank. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 27 from 9 -10:30 

a.m. “Finding Our Way Amidst Racial 

Differences.” A community conversa-

tion on race in Southern Oregon at 

Rogue Valley Unitarian Universalist 

Church. FREE 

11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. “Finding Our 

Way Among the Housed and Un-

housed.” A community conversation 

on homelessness in Southern Ore-

gon. Rogue Valley Unitarian Univer-

salist Church. FREE 

7:30-9 p.m. “Rediscovering Mer-

cy” an evening with Anne Lamott at 

the SOU Music Recital Hall. $25 gen-

eral admission/$35 reserved seating. 

Tickets on sale Feb. 1 at Bloomsbury 

or at www.brownpapertickets.com  

SATURDAY, APRIL 28 from 9  a.m. to 

4 p.m. “Practicing Compassion: A 

Practical Retreat.” Led by Mark 

Yaconelli including a morning con-

versation with Anne Lamott. Rogue 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church. 

Tickets $45 at Bloomsbury or 

www.brownpapertickets.com starting 

Feb. 1. 

 

Note:  Bill Sager submitted the 

following letter addressed to our  

Africa partners in mission.

 

January 12, 2018 

Dear PC(USA) partners in Africa,  

On behalf of the Presbyterian 

World Mission Africa Office we are 

writing to share our shock and 

shame regarding US President  

Donald Trump’s biased and ill-

informed attacks on immigrant com-

munities in the United States and the 

vulgar and offensive language he 

reportedly used yesterday to de-

scribe their countries of origin, par-

ticularly nations of Africa.  

We believe that people of faith 

are called to extend hospitality to 

strangers and to offer refuge to all 

who are uprooted by disasters—

whether natural or human-made. 

We recall that Jesus himself was 

compelled, along with his family, to 

seek asylum in a foreign land. 

We know, too, that the vast  

majority of American citizens are  

descendants of immigrants.  While 

the United States has not always 

been consistent in its welcome of 

migrants and asylum seekers, we 

believe that our nation owes much 

to settlers from all parts of the 

world. 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) 

has spoken out on many occasions in 

the past year against the current  

administration’s attempts to curb 

immigration and to vilify immi-

grants.   The PC(USA)’s Office of Pub-

lic Witness works regularly with  

other Christian denominations and 

faith communities to work for just 

immigration policies and to  

oppose the demonization of immi-

grants. The 216th General Assembly 

of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

(2004) established an Office on  

Immigration Issues to provide legal 

advice to presbyteries and congrega-

tions confronting immigration  

issues.   

We crave your prayers as we 

continue to speak to the US admin-

istration on matters of immigration. 

We apologize for the ignorant and 

hurtful comments attributed to our 

president and other US officials. And 

we invite you to share with us your 

ideas about how we can witness 

jointly for a more just and humane 

world where all may enjoy security 

and life in fullness. 

        Yours in Christ, 
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PW to celebrate World Day of Prayer at First Pres Ashland 
By Shirley Patton 

Where in the world is Suriname?  

Is it an island off the coast of Asia?  

Or perhaps in Africa?  Where is it, I 

wondered?   

Well, it’s a long time since my 

last formal geography study. And, 

guess what?   When I was in grade 

school, Suriname was known as 

Dutch Guiana, a colony of Holland.  In 

1954, the year I graduated from high 

school, it became a constituent coun-

try of the Kingdom of the Nether-

lands, and I wasn’t paying attention.  

In 1975 it became a sovereign state 

while I was looking out for a teen, a 

tween, and a second grader. Flunked 

that geography test, didn’t I?  

But now I know it’s located on 

the northeastern Atlantic coast of 

South America! Suriname is bor-

dered by French Guiana to the east, 

Guyana to the west and Brazil to the 

south. At just under 64,000 square 

miles, it is the smallest country in 

South America. 

My interest in Suriname was 

sparked by the fact that the 2018 

World Day of Prayer service was 

written by Christian women there.  

Because of the country’s history of 

colonization and exploitation, Suri-

name is one of the most ethnically 

and culturally diverse countries in 

the world.  East Indians make up 

27% of the population, but there is 

no majority population. They have 

many religious traditions as well. 

Inspired by the creation narra-

tive in Genesis, the women of Suri-

name have written a liturgy titled  

“All God’s Creation is Very Good!”  

The earth has been entrusted to our 

care.  And we have not been good 

stewards.   With a large portion of 

their country Amazonian rain forest, 

the women of Suriname call us to 

take care of the environment and the 

beauty and sustainability that has 

been God’s gift. 

Do plan to come worship at this 

ecumenical celebration of World Day 

of Prayer  which will be experienced 

around the globe on Friday, March 2.  

Presbyterian Women will host the 

event from 1-3 p.m. in Calvin Hall.  

All are welcome and worship leader-

ship is shared among many denomi-

nations.  
 

By Marilyn Mobley 

Elsie Nelson Circle will meet 

Monday, Feb 12 at the home of  

Eleanor Robison at 1 p.m.  

We will be studying Lesson 6 of 

our study guide Cloud of Witnesses: 

The Community of Christ in Hebrews. 

In this lesson "In Community with 

the Reality of the Present" we  

encounter the reality of the  

present, which includes both the 

beautiful and the tragic. Suffering 

and joy were constants in the  

Hebrew community and they  

continue to be present in our lives.  

Visitors are always welcome. 

By Barbara Marsh 

 

Westminster Circle will meet 

at the home of Barbara Marsh Feb. 

15 at l0 a.m.   The group will study 

Lesson 5 in the 2018 Horizon study 

guide entitled "In Community with 

the Tradition of the Past."  The story 

tellers and lawgivers, poets and writ-

ers of the Jewish scriptures greatly 

influenced the "Letter to the He-

brews" included in our Bible.  The 

faith traditions support us by show-

ing us both the successes and stum-

bles of Biblical ancestors. 

Just how much do you know 

about the PC Book of Confessions 

and  the Belhar Confession which 

was adopted June 22, 2016? We  may 

be lucky  and have a "mystery teach-

er" join us and enlighten us on this 

subject! 

Remember, visitors are always 

cordially invited to join this Presby-

terian morning Bible study group for 

fellowship and discussion the third 

Thursday of the month from Septem-

ber to June. 

For more information please call 

Sue Sager or Barbara Marsh.  

Note:  Presbyterian Women 

will not meet in February but will 

participate with World Day of Prayer 

on the first Friday in March. 

PW Coordinating Team, led by 

Moderator Shirley Patton, will meet 

Thursday, Feb.  1 at 9 a.m. at the 

church.  

Women’s circles, Coordinating Team meeting in February 

Men’s Book Club 

By David Hall 

The Men’s Book Club is read-

ing Last Bus to Wisdom by Ivan 

Doig for our March meet-

ing.  Right now that is scheduled 

for Thurs, March 8, but there is a 

chance we may move the date. 
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Gregg Lininger passed away at Ashland Hospital on 

Christmas Eve. Margie and the rest of the family invite you 

to a celebration of his life at the First Presbyterian Church 

on Saturday, February 10 at 1 p.m.  

In lieu of flowers they suggest a contribution to the Ash-

land Community Hospital Foundation Comfort Care Room 

Project to honor the outstanding care Gregg received at the 

end of his life: Ashland Community Hospital Foundation,  

PO Box 98, Ashland, OR 97520. 

Bible verses 

 for February 

II Peter 1:10-21 

So then, my friends, 

try even harder to make 

God's call and his choice 

of you a permanent expe-

rience; if you do so, you will never abandon 

your faith. In this way you will be given the full 

right to enter the eternal Kingdom of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. 

And so I will always remind you of these 

matters, even though you already know them 

and are firmly grounded in the truth you have 

received.  I think it only right for me to stir up 

your memory of these matters as long as I am 

still alive.  I know that I shall soon put off this 

mortal body, as our Lord Jesus Christ plainly 

told me.  I will do my best, then, to provide a 

way for you to remember these matters at all 

times after my death. 

 

Eyewitnesses of Christ's Glory 

We have not depended on made-up stories 

in making known to you the mighty coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. With our own eyes we 

saw his greatness. We were there when he 

was given honor and glory by God the Father, 

when the voice came to him from the Supreme 

Glory, saying, “This is my own dear Son, with 

whom I am pleased!”  We ourselves heard this 

voice coming from heaven, when we were 

with him on the holy mountain. 

 So we are even more confident of the 

message proclaimed by the prophets. You will 

do well to pay attention to it, because it is like 

a lamp shining in a dark place until the day 

dawns and the light of the morning star shines 

in your hearts. Above all else, however, re-

member that none of us can explain by our-

selves a prophecy in the scriptures. For no 

prophetic message ever came just from the 

human will, but people were under the control 

of the Holy Spirit as they spoke the message 

that came from God. 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

Women’s Book Club reading First  

Ladies: Presidential Historians on the 

Lives of 45 Iconic American Women 

By Marcia Hunter 

Women’s Book Club met recently to choose books 

for 2018. We will continue to meet on the last Mon-

day night of each month at 7 p.m. in the home of one 

of our members.  New members are welcome to join 

at any time, but now is a particularly good time, at the 

start of a new year. 

Our reading selection for the February 26 meet-

ing (at the home of Cheryl Therkelsen) is First Ladies: 

Presidential Historians on the Lives of 45 Iconic Ameri-

can Women, by Susan Swain.  These essays “create inti-

mate portraits of these women, their lives, ambitions, 

and their unique partnerships with their presidential 

spouses” (Amazon).  

We are looking forward to an interesting evening 

of discussion about how first ladies influenced the 

course of our history. Please join us.  And there will 

be snacks, too. 
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Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
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Ruling Elders on Session: Jill Turner, Howdy Miller, Linda Purdom, Jim Holloway, John Sager, Elaine Morgan, John Wren  

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons: Gail Johnson, Ruth Ralls, Debbie Miller, Rick Herst, Wendy Ray, Judi Quiett, Sook -Ja Hansen, Katy Slyt 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3
9am PW Coordinating Team

10am-1pm Women w/Wings (CH)

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8am Ordain Katy Slyt & 1pm Lininger Memorial
Sook-Ja Hansen 4:30pm B & G 5pm Long Range Planning 12pm Blood Drive

5pm-9pm AA (CH)
7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH) 10-11am Bible Study 7-8pm Bible Study 7pm Lininger set up

11 12 13 14   Ash Wednesday 15   Beginning of Lent 16 17
Noisy Offering-Maslow 1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 10am  Westminster Circle 9am Fasting guidance

4pm Admin & Finance 2:30pm Deacons
3pm-9pm Women w/Wings (CH) 10am-9pm Women w/Wings (CH)

AYC-First Pres 7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH) 10-11am Bible Study 7-8pm Bible Study
18  1st Sunday in Lent 19 President's Day 20 21 22  Dialogue Deadline 23 24

Office Closed 9am Fasting guidance  End of Life Celebration 12:30-6pm (CH)

11:30 Session
2pm-6pm Women w/Wings (CH) 5:30pm Personnel 3pm RVChorale fundraiser (S)

7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH) 10-11am Bible Study 7-8pm Bible Study
25  2nd Sunday in Lent 26 27 28
Guest Pastor 7pm Women's Book Club 11am-6pm Brava!Opera (S)

10am Dialogue Folding

7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH) 5pm Community Dinner

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat          Preschool       Lower Calvin Hall 9:00am - 12:00pm     M - F
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri          Realtors                         Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am       Thurs
AA Fireside Room 9am-11:30am   Sat          OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm 1st & 3rd Tues
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon          OLLI Watercolor Nursery 10am-1pm                   Fri
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri         AA Workshop Fireside Room 11am -12pm               Sat

Weekly Building Schedule

Dan in Baltimore
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