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Exploring the Dark Wood, fearful places becoming opportunities

By Rev. Kathy Keener

On Ash Wednesday and in
Lenten worship we will explore the
places where we find ourselves-not

depths of your very soul. And if you
begin to fall, I'll reach out a hand.”

We are not going to talk about

just how to get out of the Dark Wood,

just the seemingly stable and blessed as if life is good only when we are

places, but the ones that feel like
utter failure, or the most tenuous at

not there. We are going to explore
what it might mean for our lives to

the least. These are the places where recognize the gifts of the Dark Wood.

Jesus says, “Do not be afraid, it's me
calling you out here to find the

What if times of uncertainty,

failure or emptiness are our

opportunities for spiritual
awakening?
God, Creator
Jesus, Teacher
Spirit, Guide
Open us to the possibility that
even-or especially-in the midst of
difficulty, loss and uncertainty
we can find greater depth, deeper
connection, and clearer vision.

Spiritual disciplines for Lenten walk

By Spring Planning Team

The season of Lent is often a period
of our looking inward and setting
aside time for contemplation. The
Spring Worship Planning Team has
a suite of programs prepared to
assist you in your Lenten “Walk with
God.” A sensory-rich worship
program, Gifts of the Dark Wood,
will guide our Sunday services, the
Lenten Small Groups will provide an
opportunity for fellowship and
discussion around Scripture and
Brian McLaren'’s writings, and we
encourage you to adopt your own,
personal spiritual disciplines to
deepen your Lenten walk.

The first spiritual discipline is to
name gratitude each day. Some in
our community have found it useful
to write down things that they are
thankful for just before going to
sleep at night. Others prefer to jot
them down on first awakening to set
the tone for the day ahead. Or you

could mix it up, although it’s often
easier to keep the discipline going if
it’s given its own time within the
rhythm of your days. You could
write a paragraph of thanksgiving in
a journal or keep a gratitude list. Let
the Spirit guide you. Give yourself
the lift that consciousness of our
blessings gives one as we
contemplate the passage of Jesus'
ministry, teachings, and sacrifice.
The second spiritual discipline you
might want to explore is

Walking Meditation. Again, there
are many ways to do it, and there is
a lot of help on the internet. The
primary focus is on the act of
walking, slowly, keenly aware of the
movement of your body and the
environment within which you'’re
walking. Throughout history
Christians have been drawn to
pilgrimage, to walking, to using the
physical act of movement to
reinforce the spiritual activity

within. We will have the
opportunity to walk labyrinth
during Holy Week when labyrinth
visits Calvin Hall. The outdoor
labyrinth at Trinity Episcopal is also
available to the public at any time.
So as Lent approaches, consider
these spiritual practices. Maybe
they will hold a gift of the Spirit for
you.
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Chautauqua community event coming

Second Sunday education
. . the University of Portland, and is the
to feature pllgnmages author of "Mink River," "The Plover,"
and "Martin Marten.” Reserved seats
are $20 (online only), general seats
are $15 at Bloomsbury Books and
Bookwagon.

For more information go to:

www.chautauquawriters.org

By Spring Planning Team

Join others at this community
event: The Chautauqua Poets and
Writers are bringing Brian Doyle, a
gifted storyteller and writer to
Ashland on Feb. 22.

Doyle’s poetry has been
published in the Christian Century,
he is editor of Portland Magazine at

By Spring Planning Team

Join us on Education Sunday
(Feb. 14 at 9 a.m.) to learn about
the pilgrimages made by our own
members on the Camino de Santi-
ago in Spain. RuthAnn and Brian
Almquist and Sook-Ja Hansen
each journeyed on this ancient
trail last year. There are many
ways to make a pilgrimage. We
will talk about the Camino (and
see photos) and discuss the many
paths we follow in our lives. Bring
the kids! They will have a chance
to take their own small pilgrimage
after the presentations.

Here’s your chance to influence your
worship experience: we need you!

By Spring Planning Team

The Spring Worship Planning Team has been brainstorming! Togeth-
er we've compiled an interesting list of ideas for creative worship, fellow-
ship, mission, and Christian Education in the Lenten/Easter/Earth Day
period. What we now need are other members and friends to lend their
imaginations to the details and implementation of these ideas. Outlines
are drawn; detail people needed! We hope you’ll consider joining one, or
more, of the project teams as we strive to enrich our worship experience
at FPC.

Listed below are the areas in which we could use your help. Count on
the tasks being small, manageable, and of course, fun!

e Artin worship projects - such as collage, dance, drama

Ash Wednesday
service
Wednesday, Feb. 10
7 p.m.

e Mission projects and funding decisions, Minutes for Mission
Worship implementation - decorating, audio/visual assistance, light-

First Presbyterian .
Church .

ing, lay leadership

Christian Education for children (two Sundays and a possible Easter
Egg Hunt)

e Theology Pub, Environmental Stewardship, publicity, fellowship

The Dialogue

Please let the church office or Amy Patton know if there’s an area

where you'’d like to help. Thank you!
Thanks to all who have

contributed to the Dialogue.
Articles are welcome for the
March issue. Please submit by
Thursday, Feb. 18. Email

Help needed for Lenten Planning Team activities

By Rev. Kathy Keener
This Lent and Easter season,

and participation. Please see Amy
Patton or me if you are willing to

articles (preferred) to
huntermarcia@gmail.com.

Marcia Hunter, editor

your first Planning Team is pioneer-
ing for you our new way of prepar-
ing worship, fellowship, mission,
and education activities. They have
been preparing since November but
can’t pull it off without your help

assist.

Know that we are trying new
things this season. Some will soar.
Some will not. That is how we will
learn. And, please pray for the team.
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By Shirley Patton

Come play with us! See “The Crucible’ at SOU

Plans are afoot for an afternoon at the theatre for Presbyterians and
friends. The Crucible, Arthur Miller’s play set in Salem, Massachusetts
during the witch trials, will be performed at SOU this spring. Get your
tickets now for the 2 o’clock matinee on Sunday, March 6. James
Edmondson who directs will meet with us for a light lunch and an
introduction to the play after worship that day.

Through his work at OSF, Jim has given us countless memorable
performances as both actor and director. He is also one of the world’s
most gracious and kind human beings. And if you choose to see The
Crucible on another date (it runs from Feb. 26 - March 6) you are still
welcome for the pre-show event. In fact, everyone’s welcome---just let
us know you’re coming so we can be ready for you.

The SOU box office number is 541-552-6348. For more information
contact Joanne Costantino or Shirley Patton.

Membership exploration class offered Feb. 6

By Amy Patton

Want to learn about the history
of Presbyterians and how PC(USA) is
organized and makes decisions? Are
you interested in becoming more
involved in the church?

A new members class will be
held on Saturday, Feb. 6 from 1 to 3
pm. Rev. Kathy Keener will present a
brief overview of FPC's relation to
other churches, Presbytery, etc. and

lead a discussion about what it
means to be a member, talk about
your faith journey, and leave ample
time for questions.

Please let Susan in the church
office know of your interest so mate-
rials can be readied. Anyone is wel-
come to attend, whether or not you
are already or plan to become a
member!

Sign-up for a Lenten Small Group

By Virginia King

Sign-up now to participate in
Lenten small groups. We will be
reading from Brian McLaren’s “We
Make the Road By Walking.” While
his book is 52 weekly studies, we
will look at five to seven chapters
pertaining to the Lenten season,
depending on how often your group
meets. Each group leader will have
the material at hand. The pieces are
very short, and the questions are
engaging.

To quote McLaren, “Many of us

have walked the road of our tradition

to where it currently ends, and we've

come to believe that the road isn’t
finished yet. ... We seek to faithfully

extend the road of Christian tradition

from the past, through the present,
and into the future.”

Sign-up sheets will ask your
preference for a weekday morning,
noon, or evening, or a Saturday or
Sunday, and whether or not you
would be interested in leading a

group or hosting a meal. Or you may

sign up by calling Virginia King or
the church office.

Pastor Nominating
Committee forming

As this issue was going to
press, the Church Nominating
Committee had nominated Elaine
Morgan, Bea Berry, Carolyn
Johnson, John Sager, Ruthann
Almquist, John Wren, and Marilyn
Wright for the Pastor Nominating
Committee (PNC) to be elected at
the Annual Meeting Jan. 31.

[t is planned that the PNC will
meet in early February with our
presbytery COM-S liaison Steve
Parker for orientation. Please keep
your PNC in prayer as they begin
the process of seeking your next
installed pastor.

If you want a ride

Wendy McAninch will be
coordinating rides for anyone who
needs or wants a ride to events
happening during Lent and Holy
Week. Look ahead a few weeks, if
possible, and think about
attending the Brian Doyle event on
Feb. 22 or start Lent off with our
Ash Wednesday Service on Feb. 10.

Please don't let troubles with
night driving or other
transportation issues get in your
way of participating!

Men’s Book Club
meeting Feb. 26

By David Hall

The Men’s book group is cur-
rently reading Supreme Command-
er: MacArthur’s Triumph in Japan,
by Seymour Morris Jr.

The next meeting will be Fri-
day. Feb. 26 from noon to 1 p.m. in
the Fireside Room.
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Session notes for January

By Marjorie Bulkley

Treasurer Carolyn Moeglein reported the 2015 income of $229,128.95

and expenses of $224,869.98.

Steve Parker, COM-S Liaison met with Session and summarized
Session’s responsibilities in the search for a new pastor.

The Annual Congregational Meeting is set for Jan. 31 and will follow a
potluck after the 10 a.m. worship service.

Interim Pastor Kathy Keener has received a salary increase to $58,000

as of January1.

Linnea Gettman will be the new Clerk of Session. The Session expressed

thanks to Marjorie Bulkley for her faithful service as Clerk for the past

2 1/2years.

The Nominating Committee presented the following names for the

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC):

Elaine Morgan, Bea Berry, Carolyn

Johnson, John Sager, Ruthann Almquist, John Wren, and Marilyn Wright.
They also nominated the following members for the 2016 Church
Nominating Committee positions at large: Darlene Saunders (Class of
2016), Kathy Sager (Class of 2017), and Jim Holloway (Class of 2018).

Winter shelter continues to serve community

By Barbie Breneiser and Karen
Amarotico

The Winter Shelter on Monday
nights at Calvin Hall continues to see
the number of guests grow. Guests
are grateful for a warm, dry, safe
place to sleep.

Each Monday evening, we need
two overnight hosts, especially more
men, to spend the night with the
guests. In addition, we need help
serving food and cleaning up the
kitchen. Usually a simple soup meal
is offered to warm and nourish
people. Caroline Kirkman and
Marilyn MacLean find it very helpful
to have extra bodies helping them in
the kitchen. Arrive as early as 7 p.m.
before the shelter opens at 7:30. We
are finished by lights-out at 9.

It does help to know if there will
be volunteers on hand for shelter
night and, if you have internet
access, you can sign up on this site:

https://tinyurl.com/homeless-sign-
up Or if you'd rather, you may call
Susan in the church office or Karen
Amarotico.

The shelter needs items such as
instant oatmeal, snack foods, coffee,
tea, and cough drops, and our guests
always need socks and warm
clothing. If you have coats, jackets,
sweatshirts, gloves, hats, or scarves
that you are no longer using, please
consider donating them to the
shelter.

Thank you for helping to us to
care for vulnerable people in our
community.

End-of-year 2015
finance report

By Treasurer Carolyn Moeglein

With thanks to all of the
members and friends who have
given generously this past year,
am happy to report that our 2015
income exceeded our expenses by
almost $3,000. And this is without
using any of the $13,444 savings
we budgeted to use.

Ninety-seven percent of the
pledged income was received, and
over $7,000 was received in
additional end-of-year offerings
from several people who had
already completed their pledges.

2015 Income $229,129
2015 Expenses  $224,870
Net income: $4,259
Net loan principal -$1,328
Final Net income: 2,931

The balance on our two loans
was decreased by almost $10,000
in 2015, leaving a current balance
of $63,940. Designated memorials
and offerings for the sound system
loan covered most of the 2015
payments.

With 2016 pledges $10,000
below the amount received in
2015, itis expected that carryover
funds will be needed to cover
some of the 2016 expenses.

For more details, please see
the Finance Report included in the
2015 Annual Report.

Haiku Corner
By Robb Grover, poet
Birds crowd all winter.
In spring, pairs have naughty fun.
Summer toil results.
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Summer Team needed for
faithfulness and fun!

, F(nmue:ﬂmmej

February Birthdays
7 Adleen Thornton
10 Katie Moeglein

13 Steve Fain

15 Patti Lane

18 Helen Moress

19 Lori Freed

19 Tamara Hald

20 Bea Berry

23 Donald Laws

By Elaine Morgan

You can have a big part in
planning the fun that we at First
Presbyterian Church will have
during the summer months! You will
also share in the plans for
meaningful worship and special
music, education and mission
opportunities.

The Summer Planning Team
begins Feb. 7 in the Fireside Room,
after the 10 worship service and
fellowship time, with Session Elder
Elaine Morgan chairing the team that
will plan Sundays May 8 through
August 28. Those Sundays celebrate
Mother’s Day, Golden Sunday,
Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, Youth

Sunday, Graduate Recognitions,
Memorial Day, and Father’s Day, plus
July 4t Homecoming Celebration and
our Day at the Lake.

We need a team of seven
people to share their ideas and
help to organize these special days
as well as our other Sundays. This
short-term commitment is a great
way to make your wishes known and
put into action. For about three
months, we will plan and then lead
the congregation’s summer life.

Please contact Kathy Keener or
Elaine Morgan to get into the action
and be part of the team. Let’s have
some fun.

How we at First Pres can support Tatsiana General Assembly to be

International award-winning
classical pianist Tatsiana
Asheichyk (accompanist
for our 8 o’clock service)
is performing in two
recitals in February -
Sunday, Feb. 21 at 4 p.m.
at Grace Lutheran
Church, 660 Frances
Lane, Ashland and
Saturday, Feb. 27 at 7 p.m. at First
Presbyterian Church, 85 S. Holly St.,
Medford.

Tatsiana is raising funds to bring
her mother from Belarus to hear her
perform her graduate recital.
Tatsiana’s mother has never been to
the U.S. and has not heard her
daughter play during the years that
led to Tatsiana’s SOU bachelor’s
degree, summa cum laude, in piano
performance in 2014.

Tatsiana will perform a rich and

diverse one-hour program of music:
F. Mendelssohn, Sonata
No. 1, Opus 65; D.
Buxtehude, “Nun bitten
wir den heiligen Geist;” T.
Dubois, Toccata; J.S. Bach,
Well-Tempered Clavier,
Book Il and Prelude and
Fugue in C Major; F.
Chopin, Fantasia-
Impromptu, Opus 66; C. Debussy,
“La Cathedrale engloutie;” and S.
Prokofiev, Sonata No. 1, Opus 1.

We can support Tatsiana by
coming to one (or both) of her
recitals and encouraging our
friends, families, and colleagues to
come.

For more information about
Tatsiana and her remarkable
journey from Belarus to Ashland,
check out her website:
www.asheichyk.com

held in Portland next June

For the first time since 1967,
Portland will host the General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church
(USA) when it meets June 18-25 at
the Oregon Convention Center.

Mark the dates to volunteer or
to visit the assembly.

Thank You!

Heartfelt thanks to the Deacons
for the contribution towards
Rosie's training. It means a lot to
me to have the support of my
church in this venture of raising
Rosie into a well-behaved dog and
my hearing assistance dog. Words
will have to suffice, so thanks and
thanks ever so much, again and
again!

Wendy McAninch
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Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in
the End next book for Women’s Book Club

By Marcia Hunter

The Women's Book Club will
meet Monday, Feb. 29 at 7 p.m. at a
place to be announced.

The February book will be Being
Mortal: Medicine and What Matters
in the End by Atul Gawande.

This book tackles the difficult
question of how medicine can not
only improve life but also the
process of its ending.

Full of eye-opening research

Mortal asserts that medicine can
comfort and enhance our
experience even to the end,
providing not only a good life but
also a good end. It offers examples
of freer, more socially fulfilling
models for assisting the elderly and
explores the varieties of hospice
care which have as a goal making a

person’s last days rich and dignified.

Please join us for an evening of
interesting discussion.

and riveting storytelling, Being

Psalm 20

In times of trouble, may the Lord answer your cry.

May the name of the God of Jacob keep you safe
from all harm.

May he send you help from his sanctuary

and strengthen you from Jerusalem.

May he remember all your gifts

and look favorably on your burnt offerings.

May he grant your heart's desires

and make all your plans succeed.

May we shout for joy when we hear of your victory
and raise a victory banner in the name of our God.
May the Lord answer all your prayers.

Now I know that the Lord rescues his anointed king.
He will answer him from his holy heaven

and rescue him by his great power.

Some nations boast of their chariots and horses,

but we boast in the name of the Lord our God.
Those nations will fall down and collapse,

but we will rise up and stand firm.

Give victory to our king, O Lord!

Submitted by Debbie Miller

Circles studying Lesson
at February meetings

Elsie Nelson Circle

By Marilyn Mobley

The Elsie Nelson Circle will
meet at the home of Marilyn Mobley
on Monday, Feb. 8 at 1 p.m. We will
be studying Lesson 6, “Waters of
Justice & Righteousness,” based on
Amos 5:21-24. Amos calls the
waters of justice and righteousness
to roll down on the Israelites,
because of their shallow worship
and sinful living.

Westminster Circle

By Barbara Marsh

Westminster Circle will meet at
10 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 18 at the
home of Sue Sager. We will gather
together for refreshments,
conversation and discussion of our
Horizon Lesson 6 in our study guide
Come to the Waters. Our scripture
is Amos 5:21-24.

Because of their shallow
worship and sinful living, Amos
calls the waters of justice and
righteousness to roll down on the
[sraelites. Please think about what
places in our world need the
cleansing waters of justice and
righteousness.

This lesson moves us to "walk
the talk," acting on our faith in our
daily lives, especially as it pertains
to water and the ways we use
water.

Sounds like we will have a lot to
talk about. We want to invite
visitors to join us. You may call Sue
Sager or Barbara Marsh for more
information, a ride, or directions to
our meeting.



| Dialogue

Page 7 |

Fletchers to tell stories of PC(USA) medical/educational missions

By Bill Sager

Dr. John and Gwenda Fletcher
will tell stories of their medical and
educational mission in the
Democratic Republic of Congo on
Tuesday, February 2 in Calvin Hall.
Dessert will be served at 7:15,
followed by their program at 7:30.
All are welcome to attend.

Sue and Bill Sager went to Congo
to teach English, teach medicine to
nurses, lab techs, medical students
and medical residents from 1999 to
2004. They lived in the Fletchers’

home while they were taking a five
year sabbatical leave.

John is a surgical consultant to
the eight hospitals supported by the
Presbyterian Community of Congo
(CPC). He works with the hospitals’
staffs to improve their surgical
knowledge, skills, judgment and
techniques.

Gwenda serves the CPC as an
education consultant. She assists
the CPC’s Education Department in
its efforts to enhance the quality of
education in the church’s 702

elementary and secondary schools.

In a partnership that values
mutual learning and teaching as well
as giving and receiving, the Fletchers
and their Congolese colleagues work
together to help the people of Congo
experience the abundant life Jesus
promises.

FPC and the Rotary Club of
Ashland support the Fletchers.

We hope you will join us for this
interesting evening with the
Fletchers. Please contact the church
office if you need a ride.

Free Dementia/Alzheimer’s support groups to form in Ashland

Ashland Early Stage Dementia/Alzheimer’s Care Partnering Support
Groups will begin Feb. 1 and run for eight weeks. These free group sessions
meet on Mondays at 3 pm. Location confirmed at time of registration.

If you are part of a family living with dementia, whether diagnosed or

family member, you are encouraged to join us. Now is the time to call us and

learn more about our Care Partnering Support Groups for those with
progressive dementia and their loved ones who want to learn how to support

their needs.

These are safe, confidential groups in which you can find support and
decrease isolation as a family member or a person with a new diagnosis of dementia. Two groups meet at the
same time, one for those with a diagnosis, the other for spouses, partners, adult children and caring friends.

This is a joint offering from the Memory Works Project and the Alzheimer’s Association. Please call us for a
phone interview, to ask questions or reserve a place for you and your loved ones.

To reserve your place for this series, please contact Lori Stanton at The Alzheimer's Association: (541) 772-2230
or Elizabeth V. Hallett the Memory Works Project at (541) 292-2106.

Py
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Thank yow, thank yow, thank yow!

We want to thank the
carolers for surprising us
Dec 20 and brightening
our Christmas with their
cheerful greetings and
hymns.

Gratefully,
Neil and Erlene Martin

Just wanted to thank
the Deacons for their
gracious distribution of a

Christmas cookies. We feel
blessed and connected.

Bernie and Helga Binder

tin containing home baked

Thank you to everyone who
sent wishes for a speedy
recovery, as well as cards and
food, after I broke my ankle. The
support of the church family has
been wonderful. It’s humbling to
ask for help, but it’s lovely to
receive it. Thanks!

Marcia Hunter
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Regular Sunday Schedule
8am Chapel Worship
10am Sanctuary Worship
11:15am Fellowship

SECOND SUNDAY Schedule
8am Chapel Worship

9am Christian Education(Combined)

10am Sanctuary Worship
11:15am Birthday Fellowship
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FEBRUARY 2016

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6
4:30pm B & G Committee |AYC Fundraiser (NW Pizza) |6:30pm Ash Wed. Practice 1-3pm Membership
Exploration Class
7:30pm Homeless Shelter  |7:15pm Dessert (CH)
7:30pm Missionary Talk 7:30 Ensemble Practice
7 Souper Bowl! Sunday 8 9 10 Ash Wednesday 11 12 13
Communion 1pm A & F Committee 3-9pm AYC Fundraiser (CH) Ash - 11:30am-6pm Red Cross 4-8pm 9am AA potluck (CH)
Deacon Fund Offering 1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 4pm Session e Blood Drive
chncscla3+
11:30am Summer Team (FR) 7pm Worship Service
11:30am Spring Team (SMR) |7:30pm Homeless Shelter 7:30 Ensemble Practice
14 1st Sunday of Lent 15 President's Day (Office Closed)| 16 17 18 Dialogue Articles Due 19 20
Sunday School Pilgrimage 10am Westminster Circle
2:30pm Deacons
Birthday Fellowship
11:30am Summer Team (FR) 6pm Personnel Committee
11:30am Spring Team (SMR) |7:30pm Homeless Shelter 7:30 Ensemble Practice 11-6 Brava Opera (CH) 10-5;7-10 Brava Opera (CH) |1-5 Brava Opera (CH)
21 2nd Sunday of Lent 22 23 24 25 26 27

4pm Tatsiana Concert @

Grace Lutheran Church
11:30am Summer Team (FR)
11:30am Spring Team (SMR)

3-6 Brava Opera (CH)

11-5 Brava Opera (CH)

7:30pm Chautauqua Poets
at AHS
7:30pm Homeless Shelter

28 3rd Sunday of Lent

11:30am Summer Team (FR)
11:30am Spring Team (SMR)

29

7pm Women's Book Club

7:30pm Homeless Shelter

11-6 Brava Opera (CH)

10-5 Brava Opera (CH)
5:30pm Community Dinner
7:30 Ensemble Practice

10am Dialogue Folding

11-6 Brava Opera (CH)

12pm Men's Book Club (FR)

11-5 Brava Opera (CH)

Kathy on Continuing Education at Menucha

7pm Tatsiana Concert @
First Pres Medford

10-1 Brava Opera (CH)

Weekly Building Schedule

AA
AA
Alanon
Alanon

Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room

7am - 8am
9am - 10am
7pm - 8:15pm
7pm - 8:30pm

M-Sat
M-Sat
Mon
Fri

HOW
Preschool
Realtors

CCC
CCC
Calvin Hall

8am - 9am
9am - 12pm
8:30am - 9:30am

Sat
M-F
Thurs
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