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Coincidence is God’s way of remaining anonymous 
I came into the office early that 

morning, which I don’t do too often.  

I just felt led to get in early. I wanted 

to set up my computer, do some 

emails, then go get something for 

breakfast before a 9 o'clock meeting. 

However, God did not check my cal-

endar and had other 

plans for me that 

day. I unlocked and 

opened the outside 

door, got into my 

office, switched on 

the lights, sat down, 

and started to hook 

up my computer—

when there was a 

knock on the door. 

In came a man I had interacted with 

a few times, who has been parking in 

our Safe Parking Program for about 

three months now. I could tell he 

wanted to talk, so I put my plans 

aside. 

The man is in his mid 70’s and 

had been unhoused for about nine 

months. He and his dog have been 

living in our parking lot, while he 

looked for a place to live here in the 

Rogue Valley. Rentals for rooms or 

small apartments are so high in  

Ashland and all over the valley right 

now, and he had been looking for 

months to find a place he could  

afford with his social security check. 

Very little affordable housing and 

less than 1% vacancy rate have made 

it very difficult for people with little 

income to find places to call home. 

When he came into my office, he 

had a smile in his eyes (Now that we 

all wear masks, that’s where you can 

see a smile!). He wanted to thank our 

congregation for having the Safe 

Parking Program,  

because he had a 

place to park at 

night and was able 

to look for housing 

during the day. He 

had been on all 

sorts of waiting 

lists, but was told 

that any housing 

was months off.  

  As the temperature was drop-

ping at night, he was getting desper-

ate and worried. He then told me he 

prayed to God for help, and the next 

morning felt led to post an online ad. 

Just a few days later, he said, 

“coincidentally” things just fell into 

place. God answered his prayer, and 

he has found an ideal spot to live in 

Klamath Falls. 

I told him that, with God, there is 

no such thing as “coincidence.” We 

had a good talk about God providing 

for him in that desperate moment. 

Coincidentally (but not really. . . ), he 

also wanted to thank us for housing 

our AA groups, as he has been  

attending the 7 a.m. meeting on cam-

pus for the last couple of months, 

helping him stay clean and sober 

(which he has been for 13 years),  

despite sleeping in a car at night with 

no place to call home.   

He’ll be leaving this coming Tues-

day and promised to say goodbye 

before leaving. Were it not for having 

a place to park safely at night, for our 

volunteers who staff the Safe Parking 

Program, or for a group of AA fellow 

sober human beings, none of this 

would have happened.  

Albert Einstein is credited with 

saying, “Coincidence is God’s way of 

remaining anonymous.” 

So many people have been 

helped through the love of God here 

at this church over the decades, so 

many lives changed, redeemed and 

blessed. We do this ministry for our 

Messiah who is Christ the Lord, 

whose birth we anticipate during 

this Advent season, who reminds us 

to love our neighbors as we love  

ourselves (Mark 12:31,) and who  

reminds us that what we do for the 

least of these, we do for him 

(Matthew 25:40). 

Thanks be to God for this church, 

who proclaims Jesus the Messiah, 

who is far from anonymous, and 

whose birth, life, teaching, death,  

rising, and presence still bring light 

and hope.  

Blessed Advent and Merry 

Christmas, 
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The Dialogue 
 Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue. Articles are 

welcome for the January issue. Please submit by Thursday, Dec. 23. 

Thanks! Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com     

Marcia Hunter, editor 

Christmas Eve Lessons and 

Carols Candlelight Service 

Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. 
Join us for a limited seating live 

worship service with candles, special 

music, solos, and the story of Jesus’ 

birth. This service will also be broad-

cast on our YouTube channel. 

Christmas Sunday Hymn 

Sing—ONE service at 10 a.m. 
There will be a combined  

worship service on the first Sunday 

of Christmas, Dec. 26.  Ask Laurie 

Ann for your favorite Christmas 

hymn! Our seminary intern, Willa 

Van Camp will be preaching. 

Special Christmas services to resume  Christmas Joy Offering 

helps many in need 
During Advent and Christmas, 

we celebrate the gift of Jesus 

through the Christmas Joy Offering, 

which will be taken this year on 

Sunday, Dec. 19. This offering  

addresses the needs of our church 

leaders, as well as providing leader-

ship development for communities 

of color— a Presbyterian commit-

ment for nearly 140 years. 

The offering distributes gifts 

equally to the Assistance Program of 

the Board of Pensions and to Pres-

byterian-related schools and  

colleges equipping communities of 

color.  

• $1.1 million in gifts from

2017 are being used to provide criti-

cal financial support and grants for 

current and retired Presbyterian 

church workers. 

• 26 countries were repre-

sented in the last 25 years at Pres-

byterian Pan American School. 

• 98% of graduates from

Menaul School go on to college. 

• 84% of faculty at Stillman

College hold terminal degrees. 

Donate in all the usual ways: 

in person, by mail, or online. 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Tudy Maddox, a long-time  

member of our church, has  

recently moved to Medford and 

misses her church friends very 

much. Her daughter says that 

Tudy would love to receive 

notes/cards, which can be sent 

to 2530 E. McAndrews Rd. Apt. 

345, Medford, OR 97504.   

We miss you, too, Tudy! 

New Advent Bible study Wednesdays, Thursdays 

Join us for a  

wonderful Advent Bible 

study by Walter 

Brueggemann, Names 

for The Messiah. We’ll 

study many passages 

from scripture about 

the Messiah.  

Pastor Dan and our 

seminary intern Willa 

will co-teach this study, 

and it will be offered at  

different times to  

accommodate busy 

schedules. 

      Classes will be as 

follows for December: 

• Wednesdays at 2

p.m. in person at the

church, Fireside Room

• Thursday evenings

at 7 p.m. via Zoom

       Books are available 

in the church office 

(suggested donation of 

$10). Classes will finish 

on Dec 22-23. 
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Our annual Advent Faire will be a "hybrid" format this year: 

·  Inside Calvin Hall: soup lunch, photos (maybe) and ornament  

making, Christmas music 

·  Outside, in front of the sanctuary, under cover:  wreaths/swags/

centerpieces/tree cookies to make on site, and assorted craft kits 

(for adults and kids) to take home  

What to bring (optional but much appreciated): 

·   Your own shopping bag 

·   Jigsaw puzzles to exchange—bring one, take one 

·   Canned item for the Little Free Pantry 

·   Socks, gloves, art supplies, other small treats (see below). 

       Masks are required. No charge, but donations accepted. 

       It will be different in format, but the wonderful feeling of friendship 

and the sights, sounds, and smells of the coming Christmas season will  

be the same. Hope to see you there! 

Advent Faire Sunday, Dec. 5 from 11:15-2  

By Sharon Laskos, for the Deacons 

Thank you, First Presbyterian 

Church family, for your generous 

Deacons gifts!  

This Thanksgiving, Deacons  

gave $100 Fred Meyer gift cards to 

ten Phoenix Elementary families. 

Seventeen adults and 31 children in 

these families benefited from our 

giving. The Phoenix staff  identified 

these families, and has eleven more 

selected for Christmas.  

The Christmas plan, depending 

on gifts to Deacons, is to give  

Shop'n Kart gift cards to eleven  

families closer to Ashland.  

We will add extra small gifts in 

each family's package: socks, 

gloves, art supplies, small treats. 

Bring your gifts to the Advent 

Faire and place them on or under 

the Christmas tree in the narthex. 

The Phoenix Talent school  

district has an estimated 400 fami-

lies displaced because of the Almeda 

fires. Many are in hotels without 

kitchens, while some are finally 

transitioning into housing. The 

school is so appreciative of our 

church and its generosity.  

Our church is once again step-

ping up to help our community. We 

appreciate all you do!  
Here is the information with  

details of our Christmas families, a 

total of 11 families with 19 adults 

and 32 children. 

Family #1: 2 adults, 5 children 

(boy-5, boy-7, girl-13, girl-15, boy-

17) 

Family #2: 2 adults, 4 children 

(boy-5, boy-9, boy-13, boy-16) 

Family #3:  2 adults, 2 children 

(girl-6, boy-10) 

Family #4:  2 adults, 4 children 

(boy-4, girl-6, girl-13, boy-18) 

Family #5:  2 adults, 2 children 

(boy-6, boy-14) 

Family #6:  2 adults, 3 children 

(boy-6, boy-11, girl-15) 

Family #7:  2 adults, 2 children 

(girl-7, girl-13) 

Family #8:  1 adult, 3 children 

(boy-7, boy-11, boy-17) 

Family #9:  1 adult, 2 children 

(girl-8, boy-14) 

Family #10:  2 adults, 2 children 

(boy-9, boy-17) 

Family #11:  1 adult, 3 children 

(boy-8, boy-14, boy-16) 

Christmas giving tree to benefit children 

As you know, this year's Advent 

Faire will be held at church in a 

"hybrid" format (inside and out), 

with some crafts in person and some 

in bags. A few of you may be longing 

for last year's "to-go" bags where 

everything was delivered to you. 

The deacons are asking you to 

alert the church office if you will 

be physically unable to attend the  

Advent Faire and would like to 

have a bag delivered. Your deacon 

can pick up a fresh swag for your 

front door and/or crafts bags and/or 

a jar of soup for you to enjoy at 

home—and bring a little bit of  

Advent cheer right to your door. 

Do you need Advent 

Faire brought to you? 

By Marilyn Mobley 

After a two-year hiatus, the Elsie 

Nelson Circle members are happy to 

be resuming our annual Christmas 

lunch at the home of Marilyn Wright 

on Monday, Dec. 13. We will join 

together for food and fellowship at 

12 noon.  

Please bring a side dish to share. 

Masks are optional; whatever 

makes you comfortable. For more 

information call 541-535-1200. 

Hope to see everyone there. 

Elsie Nelson Circle 

to hold Christmas  

lunch Dec. 13 
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Let’s See 

 

Imagine with me that the same 

urges that provoked some of our 

neighbors to organize Ashland 

First Friday or The Hearth or The 

Story or the Oregon Shakespeare 

Festival, for that matter, welled up 

in our midst, and we decided to 

plan a monthly joyous all-comers 

community event. 

We might announce that on 

the second Saturday of each 

month we will welcome all to The 

Well. Each monthly gathering 

would focus on hosting and cele-

brating a specific portion of our 

community who serve us all or 

who add to the diversity of our life 

together in Southern Oregon. 

Let me list some possible 

guests we might invite into our 

house of hospitality: public safety 

personnel; retailers; retirees; 

homecare health providers; gay 

and lesbian neighbors; new resi-

dents; Native American students; 

peace and justice volunteers; 

members of other faith traditions; 

citizens of specific ethnic groups; 

teachers; members of the building 

trades; volunteers in the schools 

and hospitals; Red Cross employ-

ees and blood donors; city, county 

and state employees; members of 

various service groups such as  

Rotary and Elks; Hells Angels; 

OLLI students; Peace House  

members; military vets (that takes 

care of November and come to 

think of it, December is covered 

with the Advent Faire), et cetera to 

infinity and beyond.  

Endless are the possibilities 

when we decide to valorize and 

celebrate out of kindness and good 

will.  

So, what if we tried this and 

people actually showed up?  What 

would we offer?  Here are a few 

possibilities: some kind words 

from our host and hostess; a word 

of inspiration from our pastor; 

some type of music or entertain-

ment of the highest quality; a 

chance for a representative 

spokesperson from the honorees 

to answer a question we pose that 

might help us all understand  one 

issue or concern for this group; a 

slightly repurposed sanctuary 

which features both pews and  

tables for eating and drinking light 

refreshments; an opportunity for 

guests to light a candle and/or 

write a request for a prayer of  

care to drop in a quaint little wish-

ing  well I would enjoy building; a 

passing of the peace (“Peace to 

you, neighbor”); and an invitation 

to continue the event by hanging 

out and connecting with each  

other. 

If we gave birth to such a  

ministry, it would not be a miracle.  

We already practice the works of 

mercy in several ways.  We have 

plenty of people who have proved 

masterful over the decades, serv-

ing the poor, hungry, and home-

less. But this might just be a new 

vision of God's kindom—people 

from many different backgrounds, 

ethnicities, sexual orientations, 

etc. coming together in fellowship 

and grace. 

This project could well be an 

opening for a larger number of 

friends who would find a place of 

service at The Well. 

The Well: a House of Hospitality                          
By Sam Alvord 

By Marilyn Wright 

All is well at First Presbyterian 

Church. The Buildings and Grounds 

Committee has been overseeing lots 

of work on our campus. 

We have finished the additions 

and repairs to our HVAC system and 

plumbing in Calvin Hall and the  

administration building.   

The Bravo Company continues to 

keep our landscaping looking nice 

and neat.  Sam Alvord and Howdy 

Miller have both been invaluable in 

supervising and working on all of 

these projects. 

Our group and church have been 

approached by RVCOG, who asked 

us to accommodate the Food and 

Friends program in Calvin Hall to 

put together Meals on Wheels and 

serve the senior meals program. 

There was no decision made on this 

proposal at this time.  Happy holi-

days to all. 

Buildings and Grounds Committee is hard at work 
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Men’s Book Club 

meeting Dec. 8 

December birthdays  

2 – Sue Sager 

3 – Jo Brubaker 

3 – Jeff Laskos 

7 – Dick Welton 

8  – Randall Stothers 

12 – Barb Street 

14 – John Breneiser 

16 – Alice Welton 

16 – Coz Costantino 

25 – Sook-Ja Hansen 

26  – Donna Wright 

28 – Scott Hunter 

29 – Brian Almquist 

 

December anniversaries 

19 – Bob and Kathy Dewitt 

21 – William and Linda Purdom 

By Marcia Hunter, clerk 

At our meeting on Nov. 18 

Treasurer Jill Turner reviewed the 

2021 financial situation and the  

proposed budget for 2022.   

Although we have the highest  

carryover we have had in the last 15 

years, that is the result of our one-

time windfall last year, the small 

business loan that became a grant. 

Estimating income and expenses for 

next year (fewer members and  

increased costs), Jill suggested that 

in order to achieve a balanced budg-

et, we should ask members and 

friends to increase their pledges by 

10%. 

After discussing how we can 

best contribute to indigenous  

peoples whose ancestral lands we 

are currently using, session decided 

to ask Dennis Slattery to pursue the 

idea of creating an annual scholar-

ship for an indigenous student at 

SOU ($1000 minimum) with our 

church's name on it.  Ideas for fund-

ing include special events, raffles, 

noisy offerings, and/or designating 

a portion of the use fees generated 

by our property.  

The Campus Development team 

is underway and needs a new mem-

ber who is willing to take minutes 

(hoping for a woman to balance out 

the team). They are asking people to 

submit one-page descriptions in 

writing (with optional drawings) of 

ideas for building uses.  Three  

proposals, all very similar, on how 

to use the sanctuary, have been  

received.  

Food and Friends/Meals on 

Wheels has requested the use of  

Calvin Hall upstairs M-F from 9-1 to 

serve meals to seniors and prepare 

meals for delivery (1000 meals/

week). If we were to let them use 

our facilities, this would be a  

mission and crucial service to the 

community, not a money maker, 

since they don't have a budget (but 

they can pay $200/month utility 

costs and buy new chairs and tables 

with grant money). A decision will 

be made next month. 

Dennis reported that the nomi-

nating committee is making great 

progress. They have almost  

completed the slate of three elder 

candidates and four deacons for 

2022. 

Winter team is rolling along, 

decorating for Christmas and plan-

ning a "hybrid" Advent Faire for 

Sunday, Dec. 5 from 11:15 to 2. 

Congratulations to Paul Lewis, 

who was elected commissioner 

from our presbytery to the next 

General Assembly.  This is quite an 

honor, and we are happy to have 

one of our members representing us 

at a national event. 

Session notes for November 

Another Covid-19/Flu Clinic will be held in Calvin Hall  
Friday, Dec. 3 from 9-3. 

Call 541-776-9167 (Wellness 2000)  
for information and an appointment.  

Spread the word—the community is welcome! 
Let's get everybody vaccinated. 

By David Hall 

The Men's Book Club is planning 

to meet on Wednesday, Dec. 8 at 7 

p.m. at Skout to discuss Icebound: 

Shipwrecked at the Edge of the World 

by Andrea Pitzer, and decide on our 

next book. 
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By Bill Sager 

I was asked to write a brief report on how our First 

Presbyterian Church's mission gift of $10,175 was  

being used by our PCUSA missionaries working in the 

health departments of our Presbyterian Church part-

ners in The Democratic Republic of Congo. This includ-

ed my personal gift plus donations from a special offer-

ing of $175 by our church members. 

The money will be used to buy, ship and distribute 

PPE (personal protective equipment) to guard from 

COVID infection the 258 physicians, nurses, and labora-

tory  workers caring for COVID patients at Good Shep-

herd Hospital, Pax Clinic and its six satellite referral 

hospitals, and rural health centers in the two central 

Kasai Provinces of the DRC. 

Christian Medical Institute of Kasai is a Congolese 

Presbyterian Community training institution that runs 

Good Shepherd Hospital, a nursing school with over 

500 co-educational nursing students (three-year  

program with one year added for optional midwifery 

training). The institute also trains pharmacists and lab 

technicians. Many of these Christian graduates then 

find employment in six smaller referral hospitals in the 

Kasai East and West Provinces. 

These training programs are highly sought-after, 

since the training programs were honored by the South 

African Government. 

  Sue and I lived with, worked with, taught and 

trained students at the institute from 1999 to 2004.  

First Pres supporting Congo hospital 

By Christine Hamill 

I'm married to my dear husband, 

Michael, and a proud grandmother 

of five grandchildren.  

Professionally, I was involved in 

education for 25 years, teaching 

young children (pre-school through 

third grade). Most of my teaching 

was with inner-city children in  

Oakland, California. I also taught in a 

private school in Walnut Creek, 

California.  

I received training in landscape/

garden work and became a part-time 

gardener, which I thoroughly  

enjoyed!  

My interests are as follows: the 

out-of-doors, cooking, traveling with 

my husband, attending symphony, 

ballet, and theatre. I am also a big 

baseball fan of the San Francisco  

Giants team.  

I feel that Ashland is my forever 

home. I enjoy experiencing the four 

seasons, being so close to nature, 

and living in a small town with  

culture.  

 

Church welcomes new member, Christine Hamill 
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The Lord's Servant 

The Lord says, 

“Here is my servant, whom I strengthen— 

    the one I have chosen, with whom I am pleased. 

I have filled him with my Spirit, 

    and he will bring justice to every nation. 

He will not shout or raise his voice 

    or make loud speeches in the streets. 

He will not break off a bent reed 

    nor put out a flickering lamp. 

He will bring lasting justice to all. 

He will not lose hope or courage; 

    he will establish justice on the earth. 

    Distant lands eagerly wait for his teaching.” 

God created the heavens and stretched them out; 

    he fashioned the earth and all that lives there; 

    he gave life and breath to all its people. 

And now the Lord God says to his servant, 

“I, the Lord, have called you and given you power 

    to see that justice is done on earth. 

Through you I will make a covenant with all peoples; 

    through you I will bring light to the nations. 

You will open the eyes of the blind 

    and set free those who sit in dark prisons. 

 “I alone am the Lord your God. 

    No other god may share my glory; 

    I will not let idols share my praise. 

The things I predicted have now come true. 

Now I will tell you of new things 

    even before they begin to happen.” 

 

A Song of Praise 

Sing a new song to the Lord; 

    sing his praise, all the world! 

Praise him, you that sail the sea; 

    praise him, all creatures of the sea! 

Sing, distant lands and all who live there! 

Let the desert and its towns praise God; 

    let the people of Kedar praise him! 

Let those who live in the city of Sela 

    shout for joy from the tops of the mountains! 

Let those who live in distant lands 

    give praise and glory to the Lord! 

The Lord goes out to fight like a warrior; 

    he is ready and eager for battle. 

    He gives a war cry, a battle shout; 

    he shows his power against his enemies. 

 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

Bible verses for this month: Isaiah 42, Good News Translation 

Haiku 
 
White frost colors roofs. 
Maple trees losing their leaves. 
Doggie shivering. 
 
By Robb Grover 
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Caroline Kirkman 

Editor's note:  We are beginning a 

new feature called "In the Spotlight."   

I hope that some of you will feel led to 

call a church friend, interview him/

her, and submit a bio to the Dialogue. 

Here's the first one. . . . 

Caroline was born in San Francis-

co in 1929 and moved to Elk Grove, 

California when she was 4. She had a  

wonderful childhood until WWII 

started and has memories of the war 

during her school years. She babysat 

for 25 cents/hour and worked at 

summer jobs (including running  

machines in the hops fields and work-

ing retail for Breuners Store in Sacra-

mento). 

For fun, Caroline took tap dancing 

lessons and, when she was 10, her tap 

dancing group performed at the Inter-

national Exposition in San Francisco, 

which was a thrill. She also loved  

social dancing at lunchtime during 

high school. She was on the tennis 

team and practiced every day. 

After attending Yuba Junior  

College for two years, Caroline trans-

ferred to the University of Washing-

ton to study Elementary Education. 

That was where she met Bill, a naval 

cadet who looked so handsome in his 

uniform! During his senior year, she 

began her teaching career in Seattle. 

Soon after, they were married. 

During the Korean War, Bill was 

assigned to the Valley Forge aircraft 

carrier and several other ships.  

Caroline lived for a year in Japan with 

 him, then followed him to Brooklyn, 

among other places. 

After Bill left the Navy in 1955, 

Caroline was teaching elementary 

school when Bill felt called to the  

ministry and from 1957-1960 attend-

ed Princeton Seminary. Caroline  

continued teaching until their first 

child Wil was born. After graduation, 

they moved to Lemoore, CA where 

Bill became the first pastor of a new 

church in a growing community. They 

had a wonderful four years there, and 

their second child, Johanna, was born. 

Then the real adventure began. 

Bill decided to become a missionary, 

so they spent the next ten years in 

Asia, five in Korea and five in Singa-

pore.  

In Korea, while Bill visited little 

village churches, Caroline spent time 

at home with Johanna, helped out at 

Wil’s school, substituted occasionally, 

and taught part-time Sunday School. 

In Singapore Bill was pastor of  

an English-speaking congregation 

that was part of a large Chinese 

church. He also helped develop a city 

ministry in a high rise apartment 

building, a  

community center during the week 

and a church on Sunday. 

After returning from missionary 

work, Caroline and Bill moved to  

Henderson, Nevada, where Bill served 

as pastor, while Caroline earned two 

masters degrees (education and 

counseling) at the University of Las 

Vegas. She taught second grade and 

became a reading specialist. 

But how did Caroline and Bill end 

up in Ashland? Well, they had met Bill 

and Sue Sager in missionary training 

in 1964 and stayed in touch after Bill 

and Sue went to Pakistan, while the 

Kirkman's went to Korea. Once the 

Sagers (and their five kids) even visit-

ed the Kirkmans in Korea! So, it  

wasn't surprising that Caroline and 

Bill would often come to Ashland to 

see the Sagers and eventually move 

here. 

In Ashland, Caroline took daily 

walks with friends, worked out at the 

Y, joined a book club (in 1993 and 

still going strong), joined PEO, and 

revisited tap dancing lessons at the 

age of 65. Both of their mothers were 

now living with them, so she stayed 

home and took care of them. 

After they joined the First Presby-

terian Church, Bill assisted the pastor 

in a volunteer position.  

In 1999 Caroline was declared 

legally blind in both eyes due to  

Macular Degeneration, and just  

recently she had successful hip  

surgery at the age of 91.  

After a long struggle with  

Parkinson’s, Bill died in 2014. 

Both of their children are now 

adults. Wil makes and repairs neon 

signs; Johanna lives in Ashland and 

takes good care of Caroline. Her two 

children, Emily, 23, and Keith, 21, live 

in Florida. 

Submitted by Marcia Hunter 



It’s the Climate 
By Mike Hubbard, South Region Reporter 

Grants Pass lies at the north end of Oregon’s Rogue Val-
ley, and for over a hundred years, the little town on the banks of 
the Rogue River has boasted about its favorable climate. Back in 
1920, an arched sign was erected above the main street proclaim-
ing, “It’s the climate”. Today, a reproduction of that sign proudly 
stands. 

Arguably, most of the South Region could make such a 
claim—at least at one time. Today, few brag about the area’s cli-
mate. In particular, Ashland, Phoenix, and Medford, the commu-
nities in which the *Rogue Valley Presbyterian Partnership 
(RVPP*) is located have been beset by climate-related conditions 
that have staggered the economy and compromised the health and 
wellbeing of its inhabitants. 

In just the past year, extreme drought has wreaked havoc 
in an area once nationally known for its agriculture. Wildfires dis-
placed thousands, and the resulting smoke pushed the air quality 
index into “Very Unhealthy” and even “Hazardous” levels for 
weeks at a time. Today, more and more people are declaring more 
and more often that “Enough is enough!” Friends and members of 
First, Ashland, First, Phoenix and First, Medford were invited 
to add their voices to the call on Sunday, October 17, and the fol-
lowing Monday. 

It started with an email from Ainsley Herrick, pastor at First, Phoenix and Executive Director of the 
church’s affiliated Phoenix Community Center. Herrick reached out to pastors Dan Fowler (First, Ashland), 
Murray Richmond and Mike Hubbard (First, Medford), calling them to preach stewardship of creation and 
climate justice on Sunday, November 17. She also invited them and their congregations to participate in two 
very different but related activities.  

Individually, the sermons—Richmond’s “Simple”, Fowler’s “Paying Attention to the Earth's Groans” 
and Herrick’s “The Urgency of Now”—offered a host of information and ideas. Taken together, they consti-
tute a resounding call to “DO SOMETHING!” Do something in the world. Do something in your home. Do 
something in your heart. From the “Three Rs—Recycle, Reuse, and Reduce” to the growing urgency of cli-
mate refugees to our responsibility to future generations, these three messages hit every note in the tragic bal-
lad of creation’s groaning.  

Later that Sunday, the Jackson County Fuel Committee, who borrows office space from the Phoenix 
church after losing their building in last year’s Labor Day fire—offered a two-hour overview of climate 
change. The in-person and streamed presentation given by JCFC’s Noelle O’Dell covered as much of the sub-
ject of climate change as can be had in one setting.  

 The following Monday, the South Mountains Friends Meeting facilitated a largely silent interfaith 
climate awareness vigil in front of Medford’s courthouse. The event brought together a variety of faith tradi-
tions. Under a clear blue sky, folks from the sponsoring Friends stood in solidarity with members of local 
United Church of Christ congregations and all three Rogue Valley Presbyterian Partnership congregations.  

Climate change awareness and action is an ongoing topic in the Rogue Valley. The previous week an 
article in the Medford Mail Tribune reported the purchase of three electric vehicle kits for Medford School 
District shop class students to build and operate thanks to a $50,000 donation from the Rogue Valley Clean 
Cities Coalition. Southern Oregon legislators Jeff Golden (Senate) and Pam Marsh (House) are at the forefront 
of climate justice in the region. Southern Oregon Climate Action Now offers a wide array of positive climate 
action resources. And South Region Presbyterians are standing up and doing their part. After all, it’s our cli-
mate too.  

* The Rogue Valley Presbyterian Partnership is made up of the congregations of First, Ashland, First,
Medford, First, Phoenix, and the Phoenix Community Center 

Pastors Ainsley, Mike, and Dan stand 

for stewardship of God’s earth 

 November, 2021 

  Volume XLVII, No. 11 

 Presbytery of the Cascades 



For the ninth year, Peace House is asking the community to help it meet the challenge of food insecuri-
ty in Ashland by buying a hand-thrown empty ceramic bowl, emblematic of the plight of our unhoused 
and economically marginalized sisters and brothers. And because of the COVID pandemic, for the sec-
ond year the bowls will be delivered to the doors of ticket holders rather than the traditional gathering 
at First United Methodist Church. 
 
Bowls will be delivered on Saturday, December 4th and Sunday, December 5th. Please indicate which 
day works better for you when you purchase your ticket. Once again, we are working with our elected 
officials and other local celebrities so don’t be surprised if your state senator, one of your city council 
members or another local celebrity delivers your bowl! 
 
Ready to Buy your bowl now? Please indicate whether you would like your bowl delivered Saturday or 
Sunday, and how many you would like.  https://peacehouse.net/2021/11/03/please-support-uncle-
foods-diner-empty-bowls-2021, If you would prefer, you can also call the office at 541-482-9625 to 
place your order on the phone. 
 
The pandemic greatly exacerbated food insecurity in the area. For 28 years Uncle Foods Diner, the ser-
vice project run by Peace House in partnership with the Methodist church, had been a weekly in-
person meal serving on average 100 persons. In March, 2021, the in-person gathering was suspended 
and Uncle Foods Diner began supplying meals four days a week at designated pick-up locations around 
town. Since then, nearly 50,000 meals have been prepared and distributed. 
 
One result was that paid workers had to be added to the regular volunteer crew. Costs rose significant-
ly, and although Uncle Foods Diner received public funds for the first time, the need for private support 
is now greater than ever. 
 
Elizabeth Hallett, Peace House executive director, said, “It’s not clear to us now whether this level of 
service can be maintained. One indication will be how generously the community responds to the giv-
ing opportunity that this year’s Empty Bowls presents.” 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Worship in Sanctuary
10 am Worship in Sanctuary
10am Streaming Worship 
11am Zoom Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4

1pm PW Coordinating Team 10am APA Class
2pm Bible Study (FR) 7pm Bible Study (Zoom) 9-3 Covid Clinic (CH) Advent Faire set up

5 2nd Sunday of Advent 6 7 8 9 10 11
11:30am-2pm Advent Faire 2pm Bible Study (FR) 2:30pm Finance

7pm Men's Book Club
12pm Blood Drive (CH)

7pm Bible Study (Zoom)

12 3rd Sunday of Advent 13 14 15 16 17 18
12pm Elsie Nelson 
Christmas Luncheon 4pm B & G 2pm Bible Study (FR) 6pm Session

5pm Deacons 7pm Bible Study (Zoom)

19 4th Sunday of Advent 20 21 22 23  Susan Off 24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas Day
Christmas Joy Offering Office Closed Office Closed

2pm Bible Study (FR) 7pm Bible Study (Zoom) 7pm Lessons & Carols

26 1st Sunday of Christmas 27 28 29 30 31 New Year's Eve  
Combined Service Hymn Sing Office Closed

Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Mon Lithia Springs Rotary Calvin Hall 6:30am-8:30am              Tues
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri Realtors Calvin Hall 9am-10am                      Thurs
AA Crack of Dawn II Fireside Room 7am-8am           Mon-Sat
Children's World Matthew 25 Room 8am-4pm          Mon-Fri

Weekly Building Schedule
Dan on Vacation
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First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker       Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net  Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch wendy@mcanin.ch 

Treasurer: Jill Turner fpcashland@gmail.com 

Ruling Elders on Session: Jim Holloway, John Wren, Sam Alvord, Dennis Slattery, Cathy Gerbracht, Brian Almquist, Barb Street 

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Deacons:  Denise Deneaux, Pat Alvord, Debbie Miller, Ruth Ralls, Rick Herst, Paul Lewis, Sue Sager 

Deacon Moderator: Sandra Slattery 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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