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 May Christmas memories help you hold onto hope 
I hold wonderful memories of 

Christmas from my childhood. We 

always traveled to my grandparents’ 

old two-story Victorian home in the 

Bay Area. My Grandmother  

Rosamond would decorate that 

home so beautifully: a huge tree in 

the entryway with some very old 

ornaments and bright lights and 

fresh boughs of evergreens hanging 

on the mantel over the fireplace. 

Grandma was a spectacular cook as 

well, although her Christmas casse-

role (hamburger, rice and pimento 

olives) paled in comparison with the 

roast turkeys, hams and baked  

alaska that also came from the oven 

to the table at that special time of 

year.  

One of my favorite lasting mem-

ories of that time was gathering after 

dinner around my grandparents’ old 

pump organ and singing Christmas 

hymns together. Those of us who 

could read and play music would 

take turns playing different hymns 

while pumping the foot pedals  

below. To this day I remember the 

voice of that old organ, which no  

other instrument can really dupli-

cate, sort of a somber, mellow voice.  

It was from those times around 

the old pump organ that my most 

favorite Christmas hymn emerged: 

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear,” 

written in 1850 by two Americans, 

Edmund Hamilton Sears (text) and 

Richard Story Willis (music). I think  

I was drawn to it as a child because 

of the tune.  

However, as I matured, the lyrics 

of the third verse struck me, for they 

speak of the struggle we often face in 

this life. I think that verse is so  

appropriate, especially in the midst 

of one of the most difficult and 

strange years we have ever lived 

through.  

 

“And you beneath life’s crushing 

load, whose forms are bending low, 

who toil along the climbing way with 

painful steps and slow, look now, for 

glad and golden hours come swiftly 

on the wing. O rest beside the weary 

road and hear the angels sing.”  

 

My prayer for you this Advent 

and Christmas season is that, in the 

midst of life’s often crushing load—

the pandemic, the fire disaster, 

stores and businesses struggling, not 

being able to gather together—you 

can  still hear the joyous songs of 

angels and hold onto the hope of the 

child born for us all. 

 

In Christ, 
 

Our  prerecorded Christmas 

Eve Lessons and Carols service 

will be available online, on our 

YouTube channel, beginning on 

Dec. 24.  

We will have guest musicians 

from the Episcopal Church 

providing special music. 

Our congregational meeting 

to nominate and elect new 2021 

deacons and elders will be on  

Sunday, Dec. 27 at 11 a.m. by 

Zoom.  

The nominating committee 

will present their slate, we will 

take nominations from the floor, 

and then we will vote. Please join 

us! A link will be sent out to you 

by email the Friday before. 
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The Dialogue 
 Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the January issue. Please submit by Thursday, Dec. 24  

(or earlier, since it is Christmas Eve—sorry).  Email (preferred) to 

huntermarcia@gmail.com                                        Marcia Hunter, editor 

Many of our local businesses 

are hurting due to Covid-19 related 

shutdowns. Please consider shop-

ping locally at Ashland stores for 

Christmas by using this website, 

put together by the Ashland  

Chamber of Commerce. 

 

www.shopashlandoregon.com 

Shop Ashland! 

Sanctuary, chapel open during Advent 
If you miss coming to worship, 

sitting in the sanctuary or chapel, we 

will have it available for you during 

Advent!  

You will need to call the church 

office ahead of time (541-482-3536) 

and schedule when you would like to 

come in. (We need to make sure not 

too many people come at the same 

time, so that we can keep with safe 

distancing.) We will open the doors 

and make sure the heat is on for you. 

Come see the sanctuary, which is all 

decorated for Advent and Christmas.  

The office remains open from  

9-2:30 Monday through Friday. 

The Rogue Valley Chorale  

Association announces “Holiday 

Faire,” a Southern Oregon PBSTV 

special, with the Rogue Valley  

Chorale under the direction of Artis-

tic Director Michael Morris, and  

featuring the Jefferson Baroque  

Orchestra, Morgan O’Shaughnessy, 

and vocal soloists Rachel Nelson, 

Mary Ann Graham, Laura Rich, Julia 

Curiel, and Dan Fowler.   

“Holiday Faire” is being shown 

on SOPBS on Sunday, Dec. 13 at 11 

a.m. and again on Christmas Eve, 

Thursday, Dec. 24 at 8 p.m.  

 This hour-long TV special was 

taped in various Rogue Valley loca-

tions to celebrate the region as well 

as to protect the performers and 

crew from Covid. The musical cele-

bration features a variety of choral 

works, small ensembles, and solos.   

So, mark your calendar to view 

this unique and beautiful holiday 

celebration.  

For more information, contact 

Rev. Dan Fowler or go to https://

www.sopbs.org/whats-on/2019-1-

january/2020/november/holiday-

faire/ 

Rogue Valley Chorale ‘Holiday Faire’ on SOPBS By Marilyn and Gene Wright 

The Buildings and Grounds 

committee met recently in the Fire-

side Room.  We discussed hiring 

Genero from Bravo to handle many 

of the jobs that needed to be  

addressed. Without work days  

being available, this seemed like a 

great solution. Session approved 

our recommendation. So we are 

happy to report the completion of 

our list of needed projects. 

Our next  Buildings and 

Grounds meeting will be on Dec. 8 

at 4 p.m. via ZOOM (please note the 

time change). 

Buildings and 

Grounds hires service 

to complete projects 

Betty Barger wants to thank all 

who sent good wishes, thoughts and 

prayers for her recovery.  She was 

out of the hospital and feeling  

better for a time, but now she is  

suffering with new injuries from a 

fall.  So she needs even more of 

your healing prayers!   
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Advent Faire is coming! 

Sunday, Dec. 6 from 2 to 4 o’clock 

Advent bags for all members and friends 

 

 Drive up to the front of the sanctuary to pick up your bag, swag, and  
Epiphany star (don’t peek) and listen to some Christmas music. If you are unable 

to pick up your bag, it will be delivered to you.  

 A basket will be available for pledge cards. 

 Drop off your shoebox for the Christmas Shoebox Ministry for winter 

shelter guests (or anytime before Dec. 18). 

By Marcia Hunter 

As with everything this year, 

our Advent Faire will look quite a 

bit different. But we can’t let the 

season go by without keeping the 

tradition alive.  We didn’t give up 

during blizzards or when sharing 

Calvin Hall with a winter shelter,  

so we are not giving up this year  

either. 

A traveling Advent Faire will 

consist of special goody bags for 

each family or individual in our 

church.  There will be a drive-up 

event on Sunday, Dec. 6 from 2-4 

p.m. (the day we normally hold our 

in-person Advent Faire). You are 

asked to arrive during those two 

hours to pick up your bag. You 

will be treated to some Christmas 

music as you collect your bag and 

take your Advent Faire home. 

In the bag will be some edible 

goodies (to be cooked by you, so no 

“cooties” on the food), crafty things, 

things to make you think about the 

meaning of the season, a jigsaw  

puzzle, and the sweet smell of 

Christmas greenery.  It won’t be the 

same without the festive atmos-

phere, but it will be something. 

If you aren’t able to come by to 

get your bag, it will be delivered to 

you after this event.   

You may also drop off your 

pledge card, if you haven’t already 

sent it in.  And for those of you  

participating in the Christmas shoe-

box ministry for winter shelter 

guests, you can bring your box that 

day or anytime before Dec. 18. 

Merry Christmas from the  

Winter Team and your friends at 

First Presbyterian Church.  We miss 

you all! 

Traveling Advent Faire coming to you 
By Carolyn Johnson 

We are calling all of Santa’s 

helpers to create a box of cheer for 

the winter shelter guests spending 

Christmas Eve in Calvin Hall. We 

will need 40 shoeboxes so that each 

guest will receive a gift. 

Suggested items include: warm 

socks, gloves, scarves (no hats—

Paula Fowler and others are knitting 

hats); handwarmers, comb or hair-

brush; toothbrush; power bars;  

candy bar or Christmas candy.   

Instructions: 

•  Wrap the bottom and the top of a 

shoebox separately. 

•  Fill the shoebox with suggested 

items above. 

•  Red bow for a box suitable for a 

man (there are more men than  

women in the shelter). 

•  Green bow for a box suitable for a 

woman. 

•  Drop off at the church by Dec. 18. 

If you are willing to help please 

email me at carolynach@aol.com 

and tell me if your shoebox is for a 

man or a woman. 

Shoebox Ministry 
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Let’s See 

 

“We belong!” 

Gathering in our bedroom last 

week on Zoom for a Long-Range 

Planning (LRP) team meeting with 

Marcia, Dan, both Carolyns, Sandra, 

Dennis and John Wren, that was the 

phrase that jumped into my head.   

The next evening our bedroom 

Zoom room filled up with Elaine, Jim, 

Cathy, Tammy, Jill, and again, Marcia, 

John, Dan and Dennis all of whom 

dropped in for the monthly Session 

Meeting. 

“I belong!”  is the only note I took 

on my legal pad from the two meet-

ings.   

One Sunday, after the fires that 

wounded our county, I was returning 

from the morning worship service 

where I served as lay leader. I 

stopped at the Dutch Brothers above 

Wendy’s to grab my mid-day coffee-

to-go—a large, wet, Cappuccino—my 

driving buddy for the drive up the 

Greensprings.  

When I stopped for traffic before 

entering 66, a woman with a sign ap-

peared at the passenger side of the 

truck.  I rolled down the window and 

looked into her eyes.  Fear, I saw. I 

failed to read her sign.  Probably in 

her thirties, she clearly had features 

of our Latino neighbors.  “She  

belongs” flashed into my conscious-

ness, along with the realization that 

two cars were behind me. I pulled out 

my wallet and gave her a bill.  She 

said: “Gracias, Sen or.” I nodded and 

drove away, sad. 

At that LRP meeting last week we 

continued our discussion of how we 

can prepare to reopen once Covid-19 

no longer separates us physically.  If 

you were watching the meeting, you 

would have realized that everyone 

there was jolly, relaxed and hopeful.  

We shared some stories and laughed 

more than we discussed or made lists 

or doled out tasks.  In fact, the busi-

ness of the team seemed to  

consist of affirming each other,  

confirming our shared conviction 

that our church has been used in pos-

itive ways during the shutdown and 

that, despite some hard times which 

will plague Jackson County, lots of 

good options lie before us in 2021. 

The same warm connection and  

confident outlook spilled over to the  

Session. 

LRP exists to pose to each First 

Pres member and friend a vision for 

fulfilling the goal to create a place 

where anyone who desires will  

belong.  Dan gave a sermon recently 

in which he concluded: “No matter 

what may come, you have a home in 

this church community.”  

If we continue to act out that  

mission of nonjudgmental hospitality 

and create a place of accepting, all the 

details of property use, mission  

emphasis, staffing, program develop-

ment and the necessary housekeep-

ing of any membership will—in the 

fullness of time—be resolved.  

The heart of our life together is 

that we exist in concert with all our 

neighbors. We have the privilege of 

honoring hand-in-hand the existence 

of all life and the planet we inhabit. 

What better vision for 2021 than to 

offer goodwill and the sweet joy of 

finding ways to end dissent and to 

create a haven of connection at  

Walker and Siskiyou? 

May we fulfill the promise of 

Christmas: “The hopes and fears of all 

the years are met in Thee   

tonight.” 

  

By Sam Alvord 
 Thanksbeing 2020 

 

Haiku of the Month 

 

Jigsaw puzzle gift, 

its beauty demands patience. 

I love the picture. 

 

By Robb Grover 
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 Session  notes for November 
By Marcia Hunter, clerk 

The November session meeting 

by Zoom set a record for brevity, so 

Dan asked elders to remember this 

one when we are discussing the 

2021 budget at the next meeting—

which may take longer. 

Paul Lewis shared his report of 

the recent Presbytery meeting, 

which he attended by Zoom. Thank 

you, Paul! 

 Treasurer Jill Turner reported 

that we are in very good shape  

financially. The Paycheck Protec-

tion Loan forgiveness process is on 

hold for now, awaiting the bank’s 

go-ahead. Pledges are coming in as 

expected. A basket will be available 

at the Advent Faire pick-up for 

those needing to turn in their 

pledge cards. After the next meet-

ing, calls will be made to those who 

have not yet pledged.  

Session decided to set our next 

congregational meeting for Sunday, 

Dec. 27 at 11 a.m. by Zoom to elect 

2021 elders and deacons. Our  

by-laws were recently amended to  

allow for this to happen virtually. A 

quorum of 20 members is required, 

so please put this on your calendar. 

It’s at the time we usually meet for 

conversation after the service, so 

many of you are already in the  

habit. A link will be sent out to 

members. 

Session approved the bid from 

Bravo’s Landscape, Maintenance, 

and Cleaning for $1500 for season-

al landscape and maintenance 

work. This will help ease the back-

log of projects that have been diffi-

cult to complete this year.  

The Winter Team moved that 

we decorate the bell tower with 

lights, the peace sign, and a lighted 

manger scene for Christmas at a 

cost of $1,000. Kevin Huggins has 

agreed to put up the decorations, 

which can be left up all year.   

The Traveling Advent Faire bag 

pick-up is scheduled for Sunday, 

Dec. 6 from 2-4 p.m. Those bags not 

picked up will be delivered by  

deacons and committee members.  

Noisy offerings will go to Rogue 

Food Unites in December and the 

Maslow Project in January.  

The Nominating Committee 

reported that they have had a hard 

time filling the slate, but they are 

still making calls.  

Pastor Dan recently completed 

his second year of training on tran-

sitional ministry through the  

Seattle Presbytery.  He’s looking 

forward to being able to put ideas 

into practice.   

December birthdays  

2 – Sue Sager 

3 – Jo Brubaker 

3 – Jeff Laskos 

7 – Dick Welton 

8  – Randall Stothers 

12 – Barb Street 

14 – John Breneiser 

16 – Alice Welton 

16 – Coz Costantino 

25 – Sook-Ja Hansen 

26  – Donna Wright 

28 – Scott Hunter 

29 – Brian Almquist 

31 – Esther Freed 

 

December anniversaries  

19 – Bob and Kathy Dewitt 

21 – William and Linda Purdom 

27 – Jerry and Esther Freed 

Deacons to support families for the holidays 
By Sharon Laskos 

Like everything this year, the 

deacons’ Thanksgiving and  

Christmas gifts look different.  

Deacons have reached out to 

families affected by the Phoenix 

and Talent fires. Forty percent of 

the families whose children attend 

Phoenix Elementary School have 

been displaced. Many have moved 

to Ashland.  

We are supporting eleven fami-

lies, including 20 adults and 33 

children with Shop ‘n’ Kart food 

cards ($100 per family). Shop ‘n’ 

Kart gives us a discount at the holi-

days. The plan is to do the same at 

Christmas with eleven new fami-

lies. 

Your donations to the Deacons 

Fund are appreciated! 

 

Interfaith Social Justice  

to explore Measure 110  
By Ann Magill 

You are invited to participate in a 

Zoom meeting to learn about Oregon 

Measure 110, which deals with  

decriminalizing drugs. The first of its 

kind in the U.S., its intent is to treat 

addiction as a health matter rather 

than as a criminal justice matter.  

Rogue Valley Interfaith Social  

Justice Coalition has organized a panel 

of local officials familiar with the legis-

lation. They will discuss its intent and 

how it will be implemented. Panel 

members include Circuit Court Judge 

Joe Charter, Rich Rohde from IFSJC, 

Sheriff Nate Sickler, Lori Parks from 
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Measure  110   
(continued from page 5) 

Addictions Recovery Center (ARC), 

and Elisabeth Curry, psychiatric 

nurse 

Anyone can sign up for the 

ZOOM meeting. Deadline for  

signup is Dec. 6.  The ZOOM invita-

tion will be sent to you, along with 

the format for the meeting.  If you 

would like to sign up to join the 

meeting, please email 

cjvoisin@yahoo.com  

By Barbara Marsh 

Hi, all you Presbyterian Women. 

Have you been  missing our 

"together in person" time as much as 

I have? How strange not to see and 

hug one another. But what a blessing 

to know our Creator and be filled 

with love and compassion by our 

families and friends, as we try to  

understand these days of tumult and 

seek ways to help. 

This time last year we were 

meeting in Calvin Hall, and Virginia 

King was reminding us that in 1888 

Eliza Clokley of Springfield, Ohio 

urged each woman to give one dollar 

over and above her annual contribu-

tion  to the Women's General  

Missionary Society of the United 

Presbyterian Church as a "thank   

offering to her Lord."   

Women responded and the 

Thank Offering was born. Women 

gave sacrificially and were credited 

with saving the worldwide mission-

ary movement of the church. Ever 

since, Presbyterian Women has 

granted more than $26 million to 

some 1,700 different projects world-

wide through the Thank Offering. 

Covid-19  has stopped many  

activities in our lives but not the  

opportunity for us to give from our 

hearts to the 2020 Thank Offering.  

This year the Creative Ministries 

Offering Committee selected, from 

49 applications, 15 projects to fund. 

More than 40% are related to health 

ministries. I wish I could tell you 

about the unique needs of all these 

communities our grants will 

help. Here are two. 

Neveh House, a little piece of 

heaven located in the Presbytery of 

South Dakota, is seeking a grant of 

$50,000 to help purchase a home to 

provide welcoming, safe and healthy 

transitional housing, as well as coun-

seling and adoption planning, for 

expectant mothers.   

A grant  to Northern Nevada 

Dream Center will help with the  

purchase of a 14-foot truck to  

provide healthy meals to individuals 

and families in outlying localities 

where food pantries are not availa-

ble .          

Darlene requests our contribu-

tions be dropped off at the church 

office by Dec. 10. Or you may mail it 

to First Presbyterian Women, 

P.O. Box 626, Ashland, Oregon 

97520. 

Your PW Coordinating Team  

realizes we all see people who are in 

desperate need but hope you will 

remember "every little bit" makes us 

able to do big things through our  

inclusive caring community of wom-

en.  

Thank you! Praying you stay safe. 

 

 

COVID has changed many 

things—including the Safe Parking 

program. 

The Safe Parking Program at 

FPC is currently providing a safe 

parking place for three individuals 

and two couples on the church 

property.  

If you have driven by, you may 

have noticed that the church park-

ing lot is looking a bit different these 

days.  Since August, there have been 

two RVs in our safe parking  

program, and in November, an addi-

tional fifth wheel trailer has joined 

the line-up.  Our newest guest had 

been living in a tent since the 

Almeda Fire.  She has a more perma-

nent parking spot that she will move 

to after the holidays. 

It is an unexpected (and tempo-

rary) change to provide spaces for 

large vehicles, but we hope you 

agree that it feels good to find new 

ways to help people in need during a 

most unusual and challenging year.  

The Safe Parking Team (Cathy 

Gerbracht Jill Turner, John Wren and 

Carolyn Wetzel) 

Safe parking program expands due to Covid, fires 

Presbyterian Women to continue Thank Offering tradition 
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Matthew 1:17-2:12 

So all the generations from  

Abraham to David were fourteen 

generations, and from David to the 

deportation to Babylon fourteen 

generations, and from the deporta-

tion to Babylon to the Christ four-

teen generations. 

 

The Birth of Jesus the Messiah 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ 

took place in this way. When his 

mother Mary had been betrothed to 

Joseph, before they came together 

she was found to be with child of the 

Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, 

being a just man and unwilling to 

put her to shame, resolved to send 

her away quietly. But as he consid-

ered this, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream, 

saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not 

fear to take Mary your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is of the 

Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and 

you shall call his name Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their 

sins.” All this took place to fulfil 

what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet: 

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive 

and bear a son, and his name shall 

be called Emman′u-el” (which 

means, God with us).  

When Joseph woke from sleep, 

he did as the angel of the Lord  

commanded him; he took his 

wife, but knew her not until she had 

borne a son; and he called his name 

Jesus. 

 

The Visit of the Wise Men 

Now when Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 

Herod the king, behold, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, 

saying, “Where is he who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we have 

seen his star in the East, and have 

come to worship him.”  

When Herod the king heard this, 

he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 

with him; and assembling all the 

chief priests and scribes of the  

people, he inquired of them where 

the Christ was to be born. They told 

him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 

is written by the prophet: ‘And you, 

O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the 

rulers of Judah; for from you shall 

come a ruler who will govern my 

people Israel.’” 

Then Herod summoned the wise 

men secretly and ascertained from 

them what time the star appeared; 

and he sent them to Bethlehem,  

saying, “Go and search diligently for 

the child, and when you have found 

him bring me word, that I too may 

come and worship him.”  

When they had heard the king 

they went their way; and lo, the star 

which they had seen in the East 

went before them, till it came to rest 

over the place where the child 

was. When they saw the star, they 

rejoiced exceedingly with great 

joy; and going into the house they 

saw the child with Mary his mother, 

and they fell down and worshiped 

him. Then, opening their treasures, 

they offered him gifts, gold and 

frankincense and myrrh.  

And being warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they depart-

ed to their own country by another 

way.  

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

The Christmas Story according to Matthew 

I open the stable door; 

I kneel before the infant; 

I worship with the shepherds; 

I adore the Christ child. 

I give my love with Mary and Joseph; 

I wonder at the ‘Word made flesh’. 

I am aware of the love of God; 

I sing glory with the angels; 

I offer my gifts with the wise men. 

I receive the living Lord; 

I hold Him in my hands; 

I go on my way, rejoicing, glorifying 

and praising God. 

A Prayer Before a Christmas Crib 
By David Adam 

Submitted by Carol Horton 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
10am Streaming Worship 
11am Zoom Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 6

6   2nd Sunday of Advent 7 8 9 10 11 12
2‐4pm Drive Through PW Thank Offering due 2:30pm Finance
Advent Faire

4pm B & G 5pm Deacons

13  3rd Sunday of Advent 14 15 16 17 18 19
Shoe Box Ministry

5:30 Session shoeboxes due

20   4th Sunday of Advent 21 22 23 24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas Day 26

Dialogue Entries Due
8pm Rogue Valley Chorale
"Holiday Faire"

27 28 29 30 31 New Year's Eve
11am Congregational Meeting

Overeaters Anonymous Fireside Room 12pm‐1pm         Mon
Overeaters Anonymous Fireside Room 7pm‐8pm           Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm‐8:30pm     Fri

Weekly Building Schedule

Office Closed
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