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For many years, my favorite  

season in the church year was Lent, 

the forty-day time of introspection 

and prayer leading up to Easter. This 

may have been in part because of a 

long time spent in the valley of the 

shadow after our first child Sarah 

Rose died. Lent felt more real to me, 

was full of the rawness, the suffering 

and pain I experienced in my own 

life.   

For a few years, I looked  

forward to the somber hymns, hold-

ing a nail in my hands to remind me 

of sacrifice, the betrayal of a close 

friend of Jesus’ on Maundy Thursday, 

Christ’s anguish on the cross, and the 

darkness and mourning of Good  

Friday. Christmas became one of my 

least favorite times of year during 

that season of life—too busy, too 

happy, too full of nostalgia, too sani-

tized from the struggles in real life. 

Now I look forward to both  

Advent and Christmas (and Lent and 

Easter as well). I can make it through 

the frenetic and busy pace of the  

season by spending time in silence, 

prayer, and worship. I can turn away 

from the crass commercialism by 

reading the stories of Christ’s birth 

in scripture and choosing to buy  

presents that support worthy causes 

(like the Presbyterian Giving Cata-

logue—see page 3).  

Those passages in the beginning 

of Matthew and Luke remind me that 

this holy refugee family had difficult 

beginnings as they fled from King 

Herod to safety, that their life was 

real and at times full of struggle, too. 

As Rev. Nadia Bolz-Webber puts it, 

“God did not enter the world of our 

nostalgic, silent-night, snow-blan-

keted, peace-on-earth, suspended  

reality of  Christmas. God slipped into 

the vulnerability of skin and entered 

our violent and disturbing world.” 

That violent and disturbing 

world surrounds us now and may 

seem to drown out any possibility of 

good news. Yet Christ’s birth  

proclaims a different world—a 

world where one day the Prince of 

Peace reigns, wars cease, God’s jus-

tice reigns and human beings see 

each other as sisters and brothers. It 

is a world that perhaps we get a 

glimpse of here and there as we sing 

a hymn, hear the message of Christ’s 

birth, or watch the snow fall gently 

in silence. It is a world I find hope in 

and work for, just like you do, as  

together we spread Christ’s light 

through our congregation’s work in 

the world.  

Through his teachings, his sacri-

fice and rising from the grave, Christ 

changed everything, giving us a 

glimpse of how the world should be, 

and one day, will be. That makes 

Christmas worth celebrating indeed 

and real to me. 

 

In Christ, 

 
 

Christmas gives a glimpse of how the world should be 

Christmas Eve candlelight service  

Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. 

All are welcome. 

(details inside)   

 

2—Advent season activities,  

Caroling, Christmas Eve 

3—Shopping tips, Winter shelter, 

New Years concert 

4—Advent Faire 

5—Session notes, Birthdays 

6—Let’s See 

7— Opinion: option #1 and #2 

8 —Bible verses, Haiku Corner 

9—Presbyterian Women, Inter-

faith Movement for Immigrant 

Justice 

10—”Politics Old and New,”  

Immigration crisis 

11—Poetry for Christmas 
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The Dialogue 
 Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the January issue. Please submit by Thursday, Dec. 19.  

Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com      Marcia Hunter, editor 

 Advent season is bursting with church activities 

By Laurie Anne Hunter 

Our Christmas Eve service, Dec. 

24 at 7 p.m., will feature traditional 

Lessons and Carols—we will read 

scripture passages about Jesus’ 

birth, listen to wonderful anthems 

by our choir, sing familiar carols, 

ending with “Silent Night” by  

candlelight. 

Musicians will include our own 

Chancel Choir, joined by members 

of Southern Oregon Repertory Sing-

ers and guest Deborah Harris on 

flute and Laurie Anne Hunter on 

piano, organ and harp.  

All members, friends, family, 

and visitors of all ages are welcome 

to join us on this special night. The 

decorated sanctuary, filled with  

candles, music and Christmas joy, 

will lift your spirits and warm your 

heart. 

New book study—Every Valley 

Join us for a very special Advent 

with the scriptures of Handel’s  

Messiah! Pastor Dan will incorporate 

the music of The Messiah into this 

daily devotional with the book,  

Every Valley Sunday mornings at 9 

a.m. and Wednesday mornings at 10 

a.m.  There are 6 copies of the book 

left in the office, which are $5 apiece. 

You can also get the book through  

Amazon within a couple of days.  

 

Advent theme for worship 

For worship, we will have an  

Advent series called, "Heaven and 

Nature Sing! 300 Years of Joy to the 

World" (yes, the hymn turns 300 this 

year!). Needless to say, the series  

focuses on what it means to have 

deep joy—even in the midst of  

conflict and unrest. So needed! So 

timely!  

 

Sunday, Dec. 8—Noisy offering for 

Rogue Community Health Center; 

Advent Faire at 11:30 a.m.—

Christmas crafts, lunch, fellowship 

(see page 4) 

 

IMPORTANT: Congregational 

meeting and potluck Dec. 15 after 

the second service.  

Please join us as we nominate 

and elect new officers for the coming 

year and vote on the way forward for 

our congregation. Please bring 

“finger food” for the potluck 

(sandwiches, veggies, fruit, cheese/

crackers, sliced meat, deviled eggs, 

cookies, etc.). If you are unable to 

attend, ballots will be available in the 

church office from Dec. 1-13. 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 18—Christmas 

caroling party from 4 -7:30. (see 

this page). 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 

lessons and carols 

Please join us a for a very special 

candlelight Christmas Eve service at 

7 p.m., full of wonderful music from 

the choir and scriptures of Advent 

and Christmas (this page). 

 

Sunday, Dec. 29 one combined  

service at 10 a.m.—Christmas hymn 

sing, Elder Sam Alvord preaching.  

Did you not get to sing your  

favorite hymn during the Advent/

Christmas season? Then fear not!  

(. . . unless it is “Rudolph the Red 

Nosed Reindeer,” and then you are 

out of luck!)  

 

Sunday, Dec. 29 at 3 p,m. New 

Year’s Eve concert (see page 3). 

 

 

Coming next month—mark your 

calendar for Thursday,  Jan. 30 for 

a three-church potluck!  

Ashland First, Medford First, and 

Phoenix First Presbyterian Church 

will ALL join together for dinner Jan. 

30 from 5:30-7 p.m. at Phoenix First 

Presbyterian Church. Details next 

month. 

By Debbie Miller 

         Calling all carolers on Wednes-

day, Dec. 18 from 4-7:30. One of the 

best events of the Christmas season 

is the opportunity to bring music to 

the nursing and retirement homes in 

the area.  We carpool to the various 

places, singing at the dining rooms 

and then along the halls.  We also 

carol to shut-ins in our church  

family.   

         Please plan to join us (music 

and Santa hats provided) for this 

joyful time, ending with a dinner in 

Calvin Hall. 

Christmas Eve  

Caroling party 
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By Laurie Ann Hunter 

The concert for New Year’s 

Eve is happening this year on 

Sunday, Dec. 29 at 3 p.m. in our 

sanctuary, so as to avoid a  

conflict with the symphony which 

is putting on their own concert on 

New Year’s Eve.  

Our concert will feature sing-

ers Shelly Cox-Thornhill, Lindsay 

Kuzmitz (who you all know as 

Lindsay Panero, but she’s  

married now), and Jennifer 

Matsuura; flutist Debra Harris; 

violinist Kathleen Strahm; pianist 

Joseph Yungen; and, of course, 

Laurie Anne Hunter on harp.  

This concert always provides a 

moving and professional perfor-

mance. 

Come early to get a good seat. 

Doors will open at 2:30, but there 

are often people in line before 

that. If you are able, please park 

on the street to allow for less-

able visitors to park closer.  If you 

need to drop someone off, ushers 

can help them to their seats while 

you park.  Carpooling will help 

free up parking spaces. 

The concert is free, but dona-

tions for the performers are  

appreciated and will be collected 

in baskets at the door.   

New Years Eve concert 

on Sunday, Dec. 29 

Two ways to help others as you shop 
Please support Habitat Rogue 

Valley by getting your Christmas 

gifts wrapped at the Habitat “Wrap 

For a Cause “ gift wrap store in the 

Rogue Valley Mall. The money you 

spend on getting presents wrapped 

expertly goes directly to help homes 

be built in the Rogue Valley. The 

store opens Dec. 7 and wraps right 

up through Christmas Eve! 

Are you looking for a way to give 

someone a meaningful, creative gift 

that impacts the world in a wonder-

ful way? Grab a copy of the Presby-

terian Giving Catalogue in the  

narthex! Give the gift of food, water, 

or livestock to someone in a develop-

ing country! 

 

By Kathy Sager 

The Winter Shelter’s new location is 2082 East Main St. We are respon-

sible for every Monday night dinner and Tuesday morning breakfast 

throughout the winter. We need volunteers to be overnight hosts, prepare 

and serve dinner, and serve a small breakfast.  

If you can sign up for one shift a month, that would be helpful. Ideally, 

two people on each shift. Monday night dinner is from 6:30-9 p.m. and 

Tuesday morning is 6:30 to 7:30 a.m. Talk to Kathy Sager or Karen  

Amarotico for more information or to sign up. 

Please talk to John Wren if you are interested in overnight hosting. 

Below is the link to the OHRA Homeless Shelter spreadsheet listing the 

dates of the shelter and showing who has signed up. You can enter your 

name and phone number on the dates you want to volunteer. If you cannot 

access the document, please email Kathy Sager with your dates and she can 

enter it into the spreadsheet (kathysager@gmail.com). 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/

d/1sonULnWtbuTGDlmhXSsIsHjrFTmRXQhBEPxc9S7iUyI/edit#gid=0 

Thank you for considering this important mission. We appreciate your 

willingness to help make the lives of our homeless neighbors a bit better. 

Winter Shelter volunteers needed! 

Coordinator Mark Styer, Brian Almquist, Dan Fowler, Jim Holloway, Carol  

Horton, John Sager, Dennis and Sandra Slattery worked on the recent Habitat 

work day alongside one of the home owners, Nichole. 
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Advent Faire is coming! 

 

Sunday, Dec. 8 after worship until 2 o’clock 

Crafts, food, fellowship for all ages 

 

Make wreaths, centerpieces, ornaments, 

 gifts, gingerbread houses, and more. 

Decorate the sock/glove tree. 

Enjoy a festive soup lunch. 

Community welcome—invite friends. 

$5/person for crafts & lunch—maximum $15/family. 

 Lunch only is $1. 

 

You can help by:  

 Collecting small pine cones, seeds, mistletoe, moss, evergreen boughs, 

and holly; donating coffee mugs. 

 Bringing warm socks, gloves, scarves, and hats to decorate the special 

giving tree for our shelter friends. 

 Setting up, working at a crafts table, cleaning up, or making cookies. 

Contact Marcia Hunter or Debbie Miller.  
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Session notes for November 

By Marcia Hunter, clerk 

         The November session meeting 

was dominated by a discussion of the 

2020 budget proposal that Trish  

created, using actual or projected 

income for 2019 to estimate next 

year’s budget items.  Session went 

through it, line by line, looking at 

places where they could cut expens-

es or increase revenue.   

Acknowledging that our staff is 

our most important asset, Session 

approved a staff salary increase of 

3% for next year. 

The following cuts were made to 

the proposed budget: Buildings and 

Grounds major expenses were  

reduced from $25,000 to $15,000 

and child care and youth expenses  

zeroed out.  Mailing expenses will  

be reevaluated. 

Suggestions for increasing reve-

nue were to find creative ways of 

raising the per capita funds from 

each member, moving unrestricted 

designated funds into the general 

fund, approval of a request from a 

film company to pay $1650 to use 

our sanctuary for filming, and asking 

members to increase their pledges. 
After going through the budget, 

session realized the projected income, 

based on last year’s pledges, may not 

fund our expenses. In order to balance 

the  budget, session is asking people to 

increase their pledges by 4%. No plans 

are made to dip into our savings. If we 

don’t have enough, we will discuss 

cuts (from B and G or from mission) at 

our January session meeting.  

Session approved vacation for 

Dan from Dec 28 through Jan. 1 and 

again on Jan. 10-11 for a gathering at 

his former church in Sacramento. 

Sam Alvord will preach on Dec. 29 

and Mike Hubbard on Jan. 11.  

A thank you was received from 

Covenant Network’s Brian Ellison for 

a $100 donation. 

Session discussed the protocol 

for the congregational meeting/

voting on Dec. 15 and decided that 

choices will be limited to two: 1) 

fundraise and/or borrow $300,000 

to repair the existing buildings, or 2) 

downsize our campus by selling all 

or part of the buildings and grounds, 

and either renovating here or  

rebuilding elsewhere.  

Absentee ballots will be available 

in the office Dec. 1-13. People who 

can’t be here for the meeting may 

submit a letter to be read aloud. The 

vote will be by secret ballot. Tammy 

will write a Dialogue article in favor 

of choice #1 (status quo), and Marcia 

will write an article in favor of choice 

#2 (changes). (See articles page 7.) 

December birthdays  

2 – Sue Sager 

3 – Jo Brubaker 

3 – Jeff Laskos 

7 – Dick Welton 

8  – Randall Stothers 

8 – Amy Patton 

12 – Barb Street 

14 – John Breneiser 

16 – Alice Welton 

16 – Coz Costantino 

25 – Sook-Ja Hansen 

26 – Donna Wright 

28 – Scott Hunter 

29 – Brian Almquist 

31 – Esther Freed 

 

December anniversaries  

18 – Mike & Christine McCollom 

19 – Bob and Kathy Dewitt 

21 – William and Linda Purdom 

27 – Jerry and Esther Freed 

SOAP lunch: 

lunch-goers 

enjoy each 

other’s  

company  

recently at 

Omar’s . 

Sook-Ja Hansen is spending  

several weeks with her new 

grandson in Hong Kong. 
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By Sam Alvord 

We are a self-chosen, coopera-

tive, not-for-financial-profit, demo-

cratically-governed, local Christian 

congregation within a larger  

membership with the same attrib-

utes: Presbyterian Church USA.  

Ashland First Presbyterian has been 

a center of Christian witness and  

service in our town for most of its 

existence.  On Dec. 15 we will  

convene in Calvin Hall in response to 

a request from our elected leaders to 

do what our ancestors have done 

since that day in the 19th century 

when a bunch of Ashland’s founders 

chose to start their own congregation 

of Presbyterians. 

I think of the history of our 

church as Jacob’s ladder: a staircase 

from the banks of Ashland Creek up 

into the heavens.  Members built  

every tread by making a choice 

which begat an action. And the  

actions were acts of charity. Some-

times, however,  they hesitated to 

make a tough choice.  And that was a 

choice to wait for a clear calling. 

 

For more than a decade our  

congregation has been wrestling 

with the implications of a steady  

decline in membership and the costs 

of maintaining the property which is 

owned by the denomination but  

under the stewardship of our  

community of believers.   

The current session members 

have made a unanimous decision to 

end the season of self-study, pastoral 

searching, seeking outside counsel, 

long-term planning, and meetings to 

discuss the future. We now have an 

archive of plans, minutes, and  

programs which good and wise  

people have pursued in quest for 

guidance and direction.  

Respecting those efforts,  the  

session is calling for the question, 

asking us to choose one of the follow-

ing: 1) Shall we begin a process to 

raise money to repair and upgrade 

our physical plant primarily through 

a combination of loans and free will 

offerings? Or 2) Shall we begin a pro-

cess to determine how to sell or lease 

some of our property and repurpose 

the remaining buildings to accommo-

date the ministries of a 

smaller congregation. 

      Please read the  

succinct and heart-felt 

articles, commissioned 

by the session and  

authored by Tammy Hald 

and Marcia Hunter on 

the next two pages of the 

Dialogue . They delineate 

the issues and capture 

the spirit of this current 

challenge. 

       When we gather on 

Dec. 15, the mic will be 

open to others who want to express 

their hopes and fears surrounding 

this issue. If you won’t be able to  

attend, absentee ballots are available 

(Dec. 1-13 in the office) and concise 

letters or emails will be read aloud.  

The vote will be a secret ballot, but 

no anonymous letters, please. 

What will happen after the vote 

is counted?  Plans are already in 

place to create a working group to 

outline how the next phase of  

discernment and action will unfold.  

Each of us will be informed, and we 

will have opportunity to comment 

and contribute. That is the practical 

plan. 

It may well continue to stall, 

however, unless we see this present 

choice as a call to renew our commit-

ment to one another, to our mission, 

and to the wisdom of finding  

common ground. This is not a contest 

between right and wrong, my way vs. 

your way. It falls under the label of 

positive down-sizing or constructive 

remodeling.  Let’s see if we can move 

forward powered by our faith in God 

and our desire to refresh our unity 

and display our openness to hopeful 

and helpful mission opportunities—

offering care and hospitality from a 

sustainable church home. 

Let’s See 

Choosing together                                        

What if we made the Dialogue by committee? 



(continued on page 8) 
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By Tammy Hald 

Let’s stand together and keep the campus! 

Everyone can agree the stained-glass windows in 

our church provide character, and just recently they 

have revealed themselves as an architectural detail 

that unifies our church.  The stained glass has 

watched over us for more than 60 years in this 

church and our previous location.  Over the years, the 

stained glass has watched our congregation grow, 

have families, kids grow up, marriages take place and 

sadly, even watch our members pass on. Now, they 

need some repair as the window seals have broken 

down over the years.   

As part of the of Buildings and Grounds commit-

tee, many of whom are long time members, I realize 

the sentimental value, architectural value and beauty 

of those windows.  The committee has come up with a 

plan to repair and save the stained-glass windows in 

January.  I am so proud to be part of a committee that 

can come together and problem solve.   

What to do with the church is a similar situation, 

a little larger, but similar.  We are finally ready to 

move forward with a congregational vote on Dec. 15.  

The following steps have prepared us to make that 

decision. 

Becoming Matthew 25 church—  Our church is a 

community, a community that I call home.  In the past 

year we became a Matthew 25 church.  As a Matthew 

25 church, we are called to actively engage in the 

world around us so our faith comes alive, and we can 

then wake up to new possibilities.  Our two focus  

areas are: building congregational vitality and eradi-

cating systemic poverty. 

As a Matthew 25 church, we have defined our  

vision for growth of this campus and an opportunity 

to share our faith with others.  For example, the 

Mending Wings program demonstrated how our 

church vision helped unite our community.  Not only 

did the Mending Wings group stay and perform in our 

church, but the women of our church came together 

and provided meals for them. In addition, they  

performed at the OSF Green Show and SOU. They 

Option #1 Option #2 

It’s time to downsize,  
prioritize, revitalize 

By Marcia Hunter 

Our church has for many years provided a place of 

worship, fellowship and community service in Ashland. 

Generations have called this church home.  For many 

members and friends, the buildings hold fond memories 

of times past.  

But a church is more than buildings; it is the people, 

the gatherings, the good we have accomplished, and how 

we come together to worship God.   

Given the needs of our current buildings, our budg-

etary constraints, and the limits of our time, talent and 

energy, we are now faced with a difficult decision.   The 

“question of the buildings” has been the elephant in the 

room since we first formally brought it up in 2015  

during the self-study process. One of the discussions 

then was deferred maintenance on the buildings and the 

need to remodel to meet the requirements of ministry 

for a new generation. Another was our determination to 

call a pastor who would be comfortable walking with us 

as we change and hopefully grow. The Self Study Team 

wrote then: “We need someone ready to go on this jour-

ney of change with us (wherever it may lead).” Pastor 

Dan has clearly shown his openness to imagining and 

facilitating new directions. 

I remember the first time I worshipped at this 

church in 1989. The service was in Calvin Hall and the 

group was small and inviting. I have since learned to 

love worshipping in the sanctuary (although it doesn’t 

feel as cozy as Calvin Hall), and I also love the chapel. 

But I even like it when we sit with our dogs in the park-

ing lot for worship!  Really, what matters to me is the 

people, the message, the prayers, and the closeness to 

one another. 

I have seen many changes in the last 30 years, but all 

about people, not buildings.  We seem to be spending too 

much time, energy, and money on keeping our buildings 

in good repair. Perhaps we have too much property to 

serve our needs.  

I can’t support a capital campaign or borrowing 

money to maintain the present campus, because I fear 

we will talking about this again in five years, but then we 

Let’s keep the campus 
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even joined SOU students in a salmon barbecue.   

Some other examples of our community involve-

ment are our work with the overnight parking  

program, being a part of OHRA, the Apostles Build 

with Habitat for Humanity, and helping the Phoenix 

Presbyterian Church to find its way. These are bold 

examples of the compassion within our church to 

serve the hungry, oppressed and poor. We are a  

Matthew 25 church.   

Don’t give up on our church. Like the stained 

glass that needs some TLC and repair, so does our 

church. If we decide as a church to sell all or a portion 

of the property, we might as well say that we are 

ready to downsize our property and congregation. 

The First Presbyterian Church of Ashland has always 

been one of the strongest churches in the community. 

We still are. If you believe in our church like I do, vote 

to keep the church campus, establish a capital  

campaign, and subsidize any shortfalls with synod 

loans.   

God bless you and our church. Let’s stand togeth-

er and keep our church. 

Option #1 (cont.) 
will also be burdened with debt along with indecision.  

If we can liquidate a portion of our real estate  

assets now and put the proceeds toward repurposing 

one of our current buildings, I would feel energized. 

Rather than looking at this as a defeat or a failure of 

our church to thrive, I see it as a huge opportunity – to 

modernize, upgrade, and make our facilities more ener-

gy efficient. I also see this as a way to adjust our priori-

ties and put more of our financial resources into  

mission work – the homeless shelter, Habitat, John 

Sager’s medical missions, Maslow, Food Bank, just to 

name a few. Isn’t that what we’re really all about? 

I have two visions: one (thanks to Amy Patton  

recently) of the sanctuary renovated to allow for multi-

purpose use (more windows, front lowered, chairs 

moved forward, moveable wall half way back, second 

floor filling balcony space, fellowship hall in the back, 

keep the chapel); or the other, a renovated and  

enlarged Calvin Hall (a beautiful new worship space, 

perhaps in the round, with offices downstairs and  

fellowship space upstairs).   

I am sure many of you have other possibilities in 

mind. Some may think we should start over from 

scratch at a new location. Others might want to partner 

with a non-profit to facilitate affordable housing or  

after-school care on our grounds. You may have a total-

ly different idea of the perfect building.  If we open up 

to the visions we all have and work together, we will 

come up with something right for us.  

If we decide to take a leap of faith and move  

beyond the status quo, ideas will come out of the wood-

work, and we can collaborate to figure out what we 

need to do to fulfill our mission without going into debt. 

The idea excites me and gives me hope that our church 

will grow and thrive and be here for generations to 

come. 

Option #2  (cont.) 

Haiku Corner 

Mistreated money. 

All those corners folded down! 

Still buys stuff okay. 
 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 

Isaiah 42:1-7 

The Lord says, "Here is my servant, 

whom I strengthen—the one I have  

chosen, with whom I am pleased. I have filled him 

with my Spirit, and he will bring justice to every na-

tion. He will not shout or raise his voice or make loud 

speeches in the streets. He will not break off a bent 

reed nor put out a flickering lamp. He will bring last-

ing justice to all. He will not lose hope or courage; he 

will establish justice on the earth. Distant lands ea-

gerly wait for his teaching."  

God created the heavens and stretched them 

out; he fashioned the earth and all that lives there; he 

gave life and breath to all its people. And now the 

Lord God says to his servant, "I, the Lord, have called 

you and given you power to see that justice is done 

on earth. Through you I will make a covenant with all 

peoples; through you I will bring light to the nations. 

You will open the eyes of the blind and set free those 

who sit in dark prisons. 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

Words of hope for all 
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The PW coordinating team 

meeting is scheduled in the small 

meeting  room of the church for 

Thursday, Dec. 5 at 1 p.m. 

 

 

By Barbara Marsh 

Merry, merry Christmas, every-

one!   

Westminster Circle will cele-

brate the Christmas season together 

at the home of Sue Sager at 12 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 19 with our annual 

holiday potluck, which we anticipate 

all year. The tasty  recipes  and  

conversations are  special.  After 

lunch each person will be invited to 

share a memory, item, poem, or  

story that makes Christmas a unique 

memory for her.   

This Dec. 19 date is one you 

must scribble into your engagement 

calendar now, for it opens the door 

to the true joy of Christmas. Guests 

are most welcome.  Just give our 

host, Sue, a jingle so she will know 

how many to expect. 

We will postpone studying Bible 

study lesson 4 until our January  

circle meeting. 

So for now, here is wishing you 

more love and grace than you can 

imagine. 

P.S. Guests  are not expected to 

prepare a dish for the potluck.. 

There is always plenty.   

Presbyterian Women  notes 
By Marilyn Mobley 

Elsie Nelson Circle will have 

their annual Christmas potluck at 

the home of Marilyn Wright on  

Monday, Dec. 9 at twelve noon 

(notice the change of time).   

Following lunch, we will study  

lesson 4 of our guide Love Carved in 

Stone: a Fresh Look at the Ten  

Commandments. 

This lesson, entitled “Words of 

Love,” honors the life-givers’ focus 

on exploring the gift of life and our 

responsibility to those who bring us 

to life.  

Please remember to bring a new 

unwrapped toy.  

There is always plenty of food so 

anyone is welcome to join us.  
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Oaks dropping acorns. 

Squirrels dashing and stashing. 

Get out of the road! 
 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 

I have long admired the work of 

Benedictine Sister Joan Chittister and 

was delighted to see her again at 

Oprah Winfrey’s house earlier this 

year when we were both filming  

episodes for SuperSoul Sunday. Who 

could have ever predicted it? Two 

vowed religious, neither of us young-

sters, sitting on Oprah’s lawn and 

speaking about our newly published 

books. I am sure neither of us saw that 

coming, which is perhaps what gives 

Sister Joan the freedom to speak so 

courageously and prophetically about 

our Christian obligation in politics.  

 

In every life there is a crossover 

moment, after which a person will 

never be the same again. Some-

where, somehow the challenge 

comes that sets us on a different 

path: the path of purpose, the path  

of integrity, the path of transcend-

ence that lifts us—heart, mind, and 

soul—above the pitiable level of the 

comfortable and the mundane. 

It is the moment at which trans-

cending the mediocre, the conven-

tional, the pedestrian, becomes more 

impacting, more holy-making than 

any amount of beige-colored political 

success. 

As a culture, we may have come 

to that point. As a people, we are at  

a crossover moment. It is a call to all 

of us to be our best, our least superfi-

cial, our most serious about what it 

means to be a Christian as well as a 

citizen.    

So, where can we look for oneing 

in the political arena? Only within 

the confines of our own hearts. Poli-

tics—government—does not exist 

for itself and, if it does, that is  

precisely when it becomes at least 

death-dealing if not entirely evil.  

Nation-states and empires have all 

“died the death” in the wake of such 

power run amuck, of such distortion 

of human community. 

In the end, politics is nothing 

more than an instrument of social 

good and human development. It is 

meant to be the right arm of those 

whose souls have melted into God.  

It is to be the living breath of those 

who say they are religious people 

and patriotic citizens—a link to  

personal faith. 

The democratic system, as origi-

nally conceived, upholds a vision that 

links “care for widows and children” 

with a commitment to provide food 

stamps and a living wage for families 

under stress. 

It embodies the soul of a nation 

that considers the right to breathe 

clean air and drink clean water, to 

save wetlands and reduce fossil fuels, 

to be a responsibility of America’s 

own Environmental Protection Agen-

cy. 

It includes the love for all of 

God’s creation that links Jesus’ cure 

of Jairus’ daughter (see Matthew 

9:18-25) and the man born blind 

(see John 9) with the moral obliga-

tion to provide healthcare and social 

services to all of us, not simply to 

some. 

It embraces the courage of the 

Samaritan to reach out to the  

foreigner (Luke 10:25-37) that made 

this country open arms toward an 

immigrant world. 

In fact, it is the strength of the 

link between religion and politics 

that will determine both the quality 

of our politics and the authenticity  

of our religion. 

Many in the United States claim 

we are a Christian nation, but if we 

are to call ourselves such, we must 

sustain a sincere connection between 

our Gospel values and the political 

choices we make. We cannot declare 

we are one body and then neglect to 

give that body the care it needs,  

including food, water, and shelter.  

Richard Rohr's Daily Meditation 

Politics: Old and New 
From the Center for Action and 

Contemplation: Nov. 20, 2019 

Immigrant children are dying in federal custody. Children in detention 

are being denied basic supplies —and the Trump administration says 

that’s fine. Trump threatened, then delayed, mass immigration 

raids across the country, using the plan as a bargaining chip with Con-

gress, while families are left in an ever-heightened state of uncertainty. 

 While Congress is continually being called to act, you can take  

other kinds of actions to help immigrants in crisis. Here are 20 ways: 

https://truthout.org/articles/20-ways-you-can-help-immigrants-

now/ 

20 ways to help the 

immigration crisis 

By Julia Travers 

YES! Magazine 

June 27, 2019 
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Christmas Bells 

By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 

Their old, familiar carols play,  

And wild and sweet 

The words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

 

And thought how, as the day had come, 

The belfries of all Christendom  

Had rolled along 

The unbroken song 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

 

Till ringing, singing on its way, 

The world revolved from night to day, 

A voice, a chime, 

A chant sublime 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

 

Then from each black, accursed mouth 

The cannon thundered in the South,  

And with the sound 

The carols drowned 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

 

It was as if an earthquake rent 

The hearth-stones of a continent, 

And made forlorn 

The households born 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

 

And in despair I bowed my head; 

"There is no peace on earth," I said;  

"For hate is strong, 

And mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!" 

 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 

"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, 

The Right prevail, 

With peace on earth, good-will to men." 

Submitted by Carol Horton 

By Jan Richardson 

I cannot tell you 

how the light comes. 

What I know 

is that it is more ancient 

than imagining. 

That it travels 

across an astounding expanse 

to reach us. 

That it loves 

searching out 

what is hidden 

what is lost 

what is forgotten 

or in peril 

or in pain. 

That it has a fondness 

for the body 

for finding its way 

toward flesh 

for tracing the edges 

of form 

for shining forth 

through the eye, 

the hand, 

the heart. 

I cannot tell you 

how the light comes, 

but that it does. 

That it will. 

That it works its way 

into the deepest dark 

that enfolds you, 

though it may seem 

long ages in coming 

or arrive in a shape 

you did not foresee. 

 

And so 

may we this day 

turn ourselves toward it. 

May we lift our faces 

to let it find us. 

May we bend our bodies 

to follow the arc it makes. 

May we open 

and open more 

and open still 

to the blessed light 

that comes. 

 

Submitted by Carol Horton 

How the Light Comes: A Blessing for Christmas Day   

Christmas Eve in Montana 
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