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At the moment, I cannot wrap my 

head around Advent, followed so 

closely by Christmas.  I am writing 

this column the day before Thanks-

giving, and I just cannot squish holi-

days together.  

Part of that has to do with my 

time working in retail at Sears when 

I was a teenager. In late September, 

the display folks from the store 

would put out Halloween, 

Thanksgiving and Christmas 

decorations all at the same time—a 

mixture of  orange, brown, black, and 

red and green. It looked awful, and 

just felt plain wrong. On top of that, 

by mid-October our 8-track player 

for the store background music 

began blasting Christmas tunes, and 

that was back in the day when we 

had ONE  8-track Christmas music 

tape. By mid-December, most of the 
employees were going crazy after 

hearing the same thing over and 

over! Because of this experience, I’ll

keep my holidays separate, thank 
you very much! So for the next day 

and a half, I’ll focus on being 

thankful.  
Then, when Advent arrives (on 

Dec. 2), I’ll focus on getting ready.  

What is Advent all about any-
way? It certainly doesn’t get as much 

press as Black Friday. Advent (a  
Latin word, meaning “coming”) is the 

season lasting through four Sundays 

in December, observed in the  

Christian church as a time of expec- 

tant waiting and preparation for the 

celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at 

Christmas.  

Yet it also has a second compo-

nent. Not only do we give thanks for 
Christ’s first Advent, but we look  

towards his return one day, also 

known as the Second Advent of the 

Messiah. This is the time when Christ 

will come to set things right upon the 

earth, the date known only to God.  

So for Christians, it is a time to 

give thanks for what 
God has done in the 
past with Christ’s 

birth; a time to give 
thanks for Christ’s 

presence with us in 

our hearts, as we 

gather together in 

the present and do 

the work of Christ in 

the world; and a 

time to give thanks 

that, someday, Christ will come 
again.

May we give thanks then for what 

God has done for us, is doing still, 

and one day will do again. Let us live 

in expectant hope—being alert to the 
brush of an angel’s wings, the bright 

light shining in the darkness, and the 
knowledge that Christ’s  story, which 

began in that manger some 2,000 

years ago has yet to be completed. 

A blessed Advent to you all, 
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the January issue. Please submit by Thursday, Dec. 20.  

Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Marcia Hunter, editor 

 

Get your heart and mind ready 

for the arrival of the Christ Child as 

we go through this wonderful book! 

This study includes many of the  

major scripture passages that are 

important to the Advent/Christmas 

season. After reading scripture, 

you’ll hear how each major player in 

the story of Christ’s birth may have 

felt, including Anna, Rachel, Herod, 

David, Martha, Joseph, Elizabeth, 

Mary, Isaiah and even Moses. 

The class will be offered at two 

times: Wednesday mornings at 10 

a.m. in the chapel, and Sunday morn-

ings between services at 9 a.m. in 

the Fireside Room. Dan has  

purchased 12 copies of the book and 

is asking $12 per book.  

The first class will be on 

Wednesday, Dec. 5 at 10, followed 

by a class on Sunday, Dec. 9 at 9 a.m. 

Classes will run through Epiphany. 

Advent book study: Walking Backwards to Christmas 

 

 Dec. 2—One combined service 
at 10 a.m. Taizé worship  

service: Join us as we begin the 

season of Advent with prayer, 

singing, quiet, and scripture,  

surrounded by candlelight. 

 Saturday, Dec. 8, from 9-12—
Half-day spiritual retreat for 

session, Long Range Planning 

Team: “Listening for God and to 

each other,” led by Spiritual  

Director Nancy Linton in the 

sanctuary. 

∗     Dec. 16—Wear your favorite 

Christmas sweater.  We may 
even have a “Best Christmas 

Sweater" competition after wor-
ship. Then Christmas caroling 
at 4 p.m:  meet in Calvin Hall, 
bring Santa hats, bells, and 
your best singing voice. Dinner
afterwards. 

 Monday, Dec. 24, Christmas 
Eve, 7 p.m.—Please join us for 

our annual candlelight  

Lessons and Carols service.  

 Dec. 30—Guest Preacher: Rev. 
Paul Belz-Templeman, Presby-
tery of the Cascades

∗ Dec. 30 at 3 p.m.—Organ 

concert: by Peg Evans at Trini-

ty Episcopal to benefit OHRA 

 Monday, Dec. 31 at 3 p.m.—
New Year’s Eve concert in our 

sanctuary, reception following. 

December special events at First Pres 

By Laurie Anne 

Hunter 
 Our Christmas 

Eve service, Dec. 24 

at 7 p.m., will feature 

traditional Lessons and Carols—we 

will read scripture passages about 

Jesus’ birth, listen to wonderful  

anthems by our choir, sing familiar 

carols, ending with “Silent Night” by 

candlelight. 

Musicians will include our own 

Chancel Choir, joined by members of 

Southern Oregon Repertory Singers 

and guest Deborah Harris on flute 

and Laurie Anne Hunter on piano, 

organ and harp. 

All members, friends, family, and 

visitors of all ages are welcome to 

join us on this special night. The  

decorated sanctuary, filled with  

candles, music and Christmas joy, 

will lift your spirit and warm your 

heart. 

Christmas Eve candlelight service Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. 

pack the traditions of Christmas 
during the sermon. We will have 
a special visitor and his wife at 
the 10 a.m. service. Ho! Ho! Ho! 

∗     Dec. 23—Pastor Dan will un- 
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Advent Faire is coming!

Sunday, Dec. 2 after worship until 2 o’clock. 

Crafts, food, fellowship for all ages. 

Make wreaths, centerpieces, candles, 

 ornaments, gingerbread houses, and more. 

Decorate the sock/glove tree. 

Enjoy a festive soup lunch. 

Community welcome—invite friends. 

$5/person for crafts & lunch—maximum $15/family. 

 Lunch only is $1. 

You can help by: 

 Collecting small pine cones, seeds, mistletoe, moss, evergreen boughs, and holly;

donating coffee mugs.

 Bringing warm socks, gloves, scarves, and hats to decorate the tree for our shel-

ter friends.

 Setting up, working at a crafts table, cleaning up, or making cookies. Contact

Marcia Hunter, Jill Turner, or Debbie Miller.
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Music brings joy at Christmas time 

Please come to 

the RVC concert 

at the Craterian 

Theater to hear 

“The Words of 

Mary.”  There 

will be a full  

orchestra, carol sing-along, and lots 

of music for the Christmas season! 

Pastor Dan will be singing the bari-

tone solo for the Bach Magnificat. 

Please note the times of the  

concert: Saturday at 7:30 p.m. (The 

article in last month’s Dialogue was 

incorrect.) and Sunday at 3.  

Tickets are available by calling 

the box office at 541-779-3000, or  

going to the web site: 

www.craterian.org 

Rogue Valley Chorale 
By Lori Freed 

Calling all Christmas carolers! 

Sunday, Dec. 16 at 4 p.m. is set for our 

Christmas carol singing for those who 

are unable to get to us.  Please bring 

your families and friends as well as 

hand-held instruments—like bells, 

tambourines, etc. to make a joyful 

noise. 

We will provide caroling booklets 

and dinner.  Mark it on your calendar. 

See you then! 

Church caroling party 

The gala New Years Eve concert 

will again be performed in our sanc-

tuary on Monday, Dec. 31 at 3 p.m. 

Planned by Laurie Anne Hunter, the 

program will feature a number of the 

valley’s finest musicians.  

On the program so far are  

pianists Alexander Tutunov and  

Joseph Yungen; singers James  

Keigher and Shelly Cox-Thornhill; 

Sherril Wood, flute; Michael 

Sorenson, viola; Peggy Evans, organ; 

and Laurie Anne Hunter, harp and 

piano.  More will be added in the 

next few weeks. 

Following the concert there will 

be an elegant cheesecake reception 

in Calvin Hall where guests and  

performers can mingle. 

This concert has been extremely 

popular in the past two years here in 

our church, after moving from its 

previous Medford location.  Please 

arrive early (doors will open at 2:30 

but there will be a line at that time; 

arriving at 2:15 is suggested), as 

parking and seating are first come, 

first served. Admission is free, but 

donations will be accepted. 

In the last two years, the crowd 

exceeded the space limitations in the 

sanctuary (310 per Fire Marshall).  

Please fill in all seats and avoid  

saving seats for late-comers.  A  

remote digital feed will be set up on 

the large screen TV in Calvin Hall for 

those arriving after the sanctuary 

has been filled.  

Parking will be tight, so please 

carpool or park on the street or in 

the Lutheran Church lot, if you are 

able. If you are dropping off a person 

who needs help getting to a seat, 

there will be a special usher to assist 

that person while you park your car.  

We will need a number of  

ushers, parking attendants, and  

reception assistants, so please see Jill 

Turner if you can help.  

Concert for New Year’s Eve 

Monday, Dec. 31, 3 p.m. 

Admission free; donations accepted 

Reception to follow 

New Year’s Eve concert in First Presbyterian sanctuary 
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(continued on page 9) 

On Sunday, Dec. 30, at 2 p.m,  

Dr. Margaret Evans, SOU Professor 

Emerita of Music, will present an 

organ recital at Trinity Episcopal 

Church, entitled “Organ Music for 

the Seasons: Music for Advent, 

Christmas, and Epiphany.”  

The concert is free, although a 

$20 donation to O.H.R.A. (Options 

for Homeless Residents of Ashland) 

is suggested. Doors will open at 

1:30 p.m. A reception in the church  
parish hall will follow the recital. 

Included on the program are 

works by Bach, Sowerby, Pachelbel, 

Daquin, Hailstork, Schaffner, Hobby, 

Buxtehude, and Dupre , and several 

seasonal hymns to be sung by those 

present. 

As a recitalist, Dr. Evans has 

played throughout the United States. 

She made a recording of organ mu-

sic on the outdoor Spreckels organ 

in Balboa Park in San Diego. She 

taught at SOU for 27 years. She has 

been a church musician for 50 years, 

including a year as organist at First 

Presbyterian Church. 

Trinity Episcopal is at 44 N. Sec-

ond St., Ashland.  For more infor-

mation, please contact Margaret Ev-

ans at 541-482-3075. 

‘Organ Music for the Seasons’ concert to 

benefit Options for Homeless (OHRA) 
Deacons to provide 

meals, gifts for families 

By Sharon Laskos 

It is that time of year again, 

when the Ashland Department of 

Human Services gives the deacons a 

list of families who need help with 

food and gift cards for Thanksgiving 

and Christmas.  

It is through your generous  

donations in the green deacons en-

velopes that we are able  this year to 

help seven single-parent families, 

who have 16 children altogether. 

The deacons will be mailing 

cards for Thanksgiving, and the  

families will be able to pick up their 

Christmas gift cards on Dec. 15  in 

time to buy food and gifts for their 

families. 

Thank you for your generosity to 

those in need. 

The Presbytery of Sacramento 

has established a Camp Fire Relief 

Fund to assist Bidwell Presbyterian 

Church in responding to families 

affected by this disaster.  

We will be collecting money and 
sending it, along with additional 
church mission money, to the help- 
ing congregation. 

Please make your check payable 
to First Presbyterian Church of 
Ashland.

Thank you for your continued 
prayers for our extended family at 
Bidwell, responders, and all devas-
tated by this fire. 

Thanks to those who have 
already given, over $1,100 so far!

Camp Fire Relief Fund 

established by Bidwell 

Presbyterian Church 

Session notes for November meeting 

By Marcia Hunter, Clerk of Session 

Session is nearing the end of a year-long revision of the church policy 

manual.  It should be completed by the end of 2018.  

Session members and members of the Long Range Planning team 

will attend a half-day retreat on Saturday, Dec 8 to meet with a spiritual 

advisor in preparation for the next steps of long range planning.  

The winter team has scheduled worship services and special events 

for the next three months.  This includes a combined Taize  service at 10 

a.m. on Dec. 2, followed by the Advent Faire; caroling party on Dec. 16 at 

4 p.m.; Christmas Eve service at 7 p.m; special music program on New 

Year’s Eve at 3 p.m.; and the annual church celebration potluck and meet-

ing on Jan. 27 after church. 

Noisy offerings for the next three months will be donated  to OHRA 

(Options for Homeless Residents of Ashland), Food Bank and Syrian 

American Medical Society. A decision will be made at the next meeting 

about how much of our remaining mission funds for 2018 will be sent to 

Bidwell Presbyterian Church in Chico CA, a center for helping fire victims. 

Treasurer Trish Styer reported that we have used some of the carry-

over funds for projects this year but there is still money, if we have needs 

before the end of the year. Everything is tracking as expected.  

The weekend shelter in Calvin Hall is going well: guests have been in 

touch with intake managers to help them find permanent housing, clean-
up and timing have been good for the preschool, and guests are very 

appreciative (thank you poster in Calvin Hall). OHRA says the county  

application for the East Main seven-nights/week location is complete.  
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Let’s see 

Don’t just do something, sit there! 
By Sam Alvord 

       Congratulations to everyone 

who contributed to our Church  

Renewal plan.  This brief but com-

prehensive, intelligent and wise  

document earns my attention and 

respect.  It also inspires me.      

       Forward looking and positive, it 

is not rambunctious, nor over-

zealous.  The authors know the read-

ership.  So, we are treated as a  

congregation of mature adults who 

do not need to be sold, stirred or 

spurred as if we are going off to war.  

We have been on the front lines all 

our lives and still seek to serve, but 

judiciously and thoughtfully. 

The brilliant brevity avoids the 

need to summarize.  If you have not 

read it, please do.  It is on page 7. 

What catches my attention is the 

question at the heart of the docu-

ment, which satisfies the need to 

know what our “quest” is as a  

community of believers.  I respond to 

questions much more openly than 

pronouncements.  At the same time, 

the question is a prayer: “Lord, what 

are you saying to us about using our 

hearts and facilities to serve others, 

including the “least of these?” 

This question opens all doors to 

everyone to pause, consider, respond 

and invite a non-judgmental hearing.  

A prayer calls for patient, but atten-

tive, waiting.   

The report uses the word “listen” 

five times.  This is what hooked me 

and challenged me.  I struggle with 

the practice of listening.  Talking is 

so easy for me.  Acting (often too  

impulsively) feels safer as a response 

to a need.  And that is where the  

inspiration came. I saw that the foun-

dation of this call to service is first a 

directive to: “Be still and know that I 

am God” and “Let the Word of God 

dwell in you richly.”  These twin 

verses from scrip-

ture have been 

touchstones for 

me as a struggler with finding the 

right balance between active listen-

ing and productive speaking.   

Our quest for renewal as an  

organization will begin as a commit-

ment of each of us to listen to  

ourselves, to others and to the 

Words of God, which come in many 

voices.   

So there you have my initial  

response to this stimulating report. 
How about you?  Let’s see if one 

of the many ways we can listen to 

each other, might be to invite anyone 

to write a few sentences of your 

comments about the report and send 

them in to editor-in-chief, Marcia 

Hunter, who will publish them for all 
of us to “ be still”  and let them “dwell 

richly” among all  Dialogue readers. 

Editor’s note: Alice Welton  

suggested that Dick write a bit of  

history on the juniper shrubs near the 

bell tower, since they have become a 

fire hazard and may need to be  

removed.  So here is a way to remem-

ber and honor the past of our church 

as we move forward into the future.  

By Dick Welton 

My father and I planted the 

shrubs in 1969 when he and my 

mother were visiting Alice and 

me from their home in Wenatchee, 

Washington.   I served on session 

from 1969-1971 and was chairman 

of the property and finance commit-

tee at the time.  At the time of plant-

ing, the shrubs were quite small, 

coming in gallon-size containers and 

measuring about 10-12 inches 

across and 6-8 inches tall.  We plant-

ed the shrubs several feet apart, and 

I was impressed with how rapidly 

they filled in the space over the 

years.   

Now, of course, they have  

become monstrous.  At the time of 

the planting, the shrub was a very 

popular one for ground cover, and 

people were not aware of what a fire 

hazard they could become as they 

grew.  I have noticed this past year 

several plantings of this shrub that 

have been removed around Ashland, 

including several up on Woodland 

Street.  Those at the church survived 

for a half century, so they are obvi-

ously a hardy plant. 

Back in 1969, we were begging 

local businesses for donations to the 

church as we undertook work on the 

buildings and grounds, but I do not 

recall if we were able to get the 

shrubs donated.  I do recall getting 

the McGrew Lumber Company to 

donate many loads of finely ground 

bark which we added to the clay soil 

where we planted the shrubs and the 

large area where we planted the 

lawn.  

Problematic juniper bushes have a long history at  First Presbyterian 
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First Presbyterian Church Renewal Retreat report to congregation
Our charism: The word charism (from Gr. χάρισμα) denotes a gift freely and graciously given, a favor  

bestowed, a grace. The following is the quality we believe our church has shown through the years that makes us 
unique. 

We are an inclusive Christian community that serves others, including “the least of these” with our 
hearts and our facilities here in Ashland and around the world. 

Our question: This is the question that was asked of God during the retreat, with answers received in prayer by 
members of the congregation.

Lord, what are you saying to us about using our hearts and facilities to serve others, including the 
“least of these”?  

Three themes emerged as a result of asking God the question and listening for God’s answers.  These themes 
(“the what”) will form the basis for our future action (“the how”). Notice that the order of these themes is important as 
they guide our future work in a logical way.

1. Listen for God’s guidance as we seek renewal.

2. Reach out with love to embrace and be of service in a meaningful way to others in our community.

3. Explore options for the physical campus for us and for the community.

Action plan

1. Listen for God’s guidance as we seek renewal.

 Communicate with congregation (this document). Listen to feedback. 

 Ask a local spiritual director to meet with the Long Range Planning Team to continue the work of 
discernment (Pastor Dan will set this up). 

 Given our human and financial resources, prioritize what we are already doing and determine our future 
area(s) of focus (Long Range Planning Team agenda). 

 Be faithful to God and to each other. Be guided by love. 

2. Reach out with love to embrace and be of service in a meaningful way to others in our community.

 Enhance the listening skills of our leaders. 

 Survey target groups in the community (with special emphasis on our immediate neighbors but not 
forgetting our own congregation). 

 Interview people and really listen to their needs.  Find out what is holding them back from participating in 
the life of our church. 

 FOCUS on one or a few areas.  Prioritize immediate needs, including what is right in front of us. 

 Be faithful and ACT in love. 

3. Explore options for the physical campus for us and for the community.

 Support and listen to each other. 

 Research and seek guidance from experts. 

 Be open to new possibilities, as we look at how our buildings and grounds can best be used or changed to 
support our charism. 
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Thanks for a productive 

autumn work day 

By Gene and Marilyn Wright 

We were blessed again with all 

of you arriving to help with many of 

the various tasks for our work 

day.  The Buildings and Grounds 

committee appreciates all of you 

who came to help.  Now our grounds 

look very presentable and tidy.   

Many thanks to all of the hard 

workers! 

December birthdays  
2 – Sue Sager 
3 – Jo Brubaker 
3 – Jeff Laskos 
7 – Dick Welton 
8  – Randall Stothers 
8  – Amy Patton 
12 – Barb Street 
14 – John Breneiser 
16 – Alice Welton 
16 – Coz Costantino 
25 – Sook-Ja Hansen 
26  – Donna Wright 
28 – Scott Hunter 
29 – Brian Almquist 
31 – Esther Freed 
December anniversaries  
18 – Mike & Christine McCollom 
19 – Bob and Kathy Dewitt 
27 – Jerry and Esther Freed 

Fall team completes its work with thanks all around 
By Linda Purdom 

       I want to thank Pat Alvord, Rick 

Herst, Adele Hiles, Virginia King,  

Caroline Kirkman, Marilyn MacLean 

and Darlene Saunders, Fall Team 

members, and Victor Conway, sex- 

ton, for their hard work. Together 

we did a lot in three months. 

We began our planning around 

Reverend Dan's theme “Come to the 

table.” On Sept. 9 we provided a 

fully-set kitchen table in the narthex 
for “The table of love.” 

“The table of peace” provided the 

theme on Sept. 16, when we set up a 

table with national flags, books on 

world peace, a globe, and photos of 

Hispanic children separated from 

their parents and not yet reunited —

at prayer stations, small votive can-

dles could be lit for those children. 

After each service, peace poles were 

dedicated on our church grounds. 

“The table of grace” was the 

theme for Sept. 23, when we had one 

service, a breakfast potluck, at 8 

a.m.  There was a very good re-

sponse, and we fried enough bacon 

for 45 people to have seconds.  Our 

team set the tables, provided decora-

tions, and brought lots of food. 

On Oct. 7, World Communion 

Sunday, we celebrated “The table of 

joy.”  Pat made a number of loaves of 

bread, and others were purchased 

and donated by the team members 

to be used on the communion table 

and then shared at coffee hour. 

Thank you, team members, for 

bringing butter, cream cheese, and 

other toppings, and Caroline, for 

providing the cider. 

For Pet Blessing Sunday on Oct. 

14, we had a lot of dogs, and they all 

behaved themselves nicely.  This was 

also Birthday Sunday and, following 

the pet blessing, we had coffee, cake 

and goodies provided by the Fall 

Team. 

On Oct. 26 we helped set up 

for the retreat potluck on Friday 

even-ing. Then on  Reformation 
Sunday Oct. 28, a combined service, 

Reverend Dan preached as John 

Calvin and Reverend Denise Easter 
from Renewal Ministries Northwest 

spoke. 

Darlene set up the votive candles 

to remember loved ones on All 

Saints Day, Nov. 4. 

Decorations for fall were on the 

communion table, narthex tables, 

and on the floor: cornucopia, fall 

pumpkins, and Indian corn; Dar-

lene’s beautiful quilted fall hanging 

for the pulpit; Adele’s raku pottery, 

dry grasses and dogwood; Adele’s 

painting of a huge fall leaf on the 

sanctuary wall, and her carved 

pumpkin with light glowing through 

a beautiful leaf design.   

To everyone who did the lion's 

share of the dishes, both after coffee 

hour and at our potlucks, thank 

you! Once again it was a very busy 

season and we accomplished a lot.  It 

would have been nearly impossible 

to do so much without the coopera-

tion of our fantastic Fall Team. 

By David Hall 

The First Presbyterian’s 

Men’s Book Club is reading  

Until the Last Arrow by Percy 

Booth for our January meet-

ing.  This is the story of the 

Rogue Indian wars during the 

Southern Oregon gold rush. 

We will meet Thursday, Jan. 

10 at 5:45 p.m. at Smithfield’s 

Pub  & Pies to discuss this 

book. 

Our March book will be 

Factfulness by Hans Rosling. 

We will meet Thursday, 

March 14 at 5:45 p.m. at 

Smithfield’s Pub & Pies to  

discuss this book. 

Men’s Book 

Club  to meet 

in January, 

March 
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Session discussed a request from 

the city to be on a list of several plac-

es that will take turns providing 

space for the Extreme Weather 

Warming Shelter on nights when it is 

20 degrees or below. We can specify 

available dates. Session voted (by 

email) to put our names on the list.  

The Safety and Security Team 

has been working with fire and law 

enforcement officials to propose  

improvements to keep us safe,  

including grounds work, door  

repairs or replacements, and several 

other items. Buildings and Grounds 

and Dan are working on these. We 

were hoping to get a city Firewise 

grant to help defray the cost of trim-

ming trees, cutting down dead ones, 

and juniper bush removal, but those  

federal funds did not come through 

this year and may or may not next 

year. We will reassess this expendi-

ture at the next session meeting, but 

we do not want to delay this impor- 

tant work. 

Dan reported that, when he  

connected with church leaders from 

all over the area at the recent pres-

bytery meeting, some churches are 

struggling with the same issues we 

are.  At our recent talk backs, some 

out-of-the-box ideas were brought 

up, such as asking all faith communi-

ties in town if anyone wants to share 
our sanctuary if they are having diffi-

culty maintaining their own proper-

ties and wish to sell theirs.  

Session news (continued from page 5)

Editor’s note:  Here is a bio of Denise 

Deneaux, a new member of First  

Presbyterian. We are so lucky to have 

her with us.  Welcome, Denise! 

Denise Sawyer Deneaux was 

born in Oakland, CA and adopted as a 

baby from the Children's Home Soci-

ety by her loving parents.  She grew 

up in the suburbs of the San Francis-

co Bay Area as the oldest of three 

children. She attended Episcopal 

church as a child, where her father,  

a lawyer, taught Sunday school.  

After graduating from U.C. Berke-

ley in Cultural Anthropology, she 

worked with the Mapuche people of 

Chile in a Catholic Maryknoll dairy 

project as a Peace Corps volunteer. 

She and her husband welcomed their 

son Erin, while serving in Chile. Her 

second child, a daughter, was born in 

Berkeley, CA some years later.  

Her son is a cinematographer 

and father of one son, living in 

Brooklyn, and her daughter a florist 

living and working in the SF East 

Bay.  

Denise has worn many hats over 

her lifetime, including administrative 

positions at the Canadian Consulate, 

to the President of the University of 

California Systemwide, the Speaker 

of the California Legislature, 

and  then 23 years as a Waldorf 

trained teacher specializing in Span-

ish and singing in grades K - 10.  

Music has always been a big part 

of Denise's life, from songwriting and 

performing solo to singing in small 

to large choirs.   

Before moving to Ashland last 

January,  Denise assisted the Head of 

School in two Bay Area bilingual 

schools. She now assists the CEO of 

the Britt Music Festival.    

She has been attending Britt  

concerts and OSF plays for over 20 

years and moved here to enjoy the 

wealth of cultural events, the peace-

ful lifestyle and incredible beauty of 

Southern Oregon.   

Denise has attended many kinds 

of church services over the years, 

having served as cantor years ago in 

the Catholic church and more recent-

ly as Sunday pre-school choir teach-

er in the Lafayette Presbyterian 

Church. After shopping for a suitable 

church home here in Ashland,   

Denise settled upon First Presbyteri-

an church for our work with home-

less people, Reverend Dan's spirited  

sermons and the kind, welcoming 

nature of our parishioners.   

Denise Deneaux, new member at First Pres 

By Lori Freed 

The mission trip to Jamaica was a 

huge success.  It was the largest 

group of the program with 35 volun-

teers at four separate sites.   

At the site where Adam and I 

worked, we completed 750 dental 

procedures in a week. All the sup-

plies that you donated were passed 

out and well received. The kids were 

delighted to pick a gift after their 

dental work.  Some needed a little 

gift coaxing to get in the chair.  It was 

a joy to see all the happy smiles on 

people of all ages, when their dental 

procedures were completed.   

Thank you to our church commu-

nity for supporting our participation 

in this program.   

A Jamaica thank you! 
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Stella Schaaf died on Oct. 25.  

An informal time of remem-

brance was held in Calvin Hall after 

church on Nov. 18. Stella’s family and 

many friends were able to hear how 

she had impacted their lives, includ-

ing being a great friend, welcoming 

Rotary into the garden to grow vege-

tables for the Food Bank, being a 

faithful YMCA member, and being 

involved in Presbyterian Women.   

She will be missed by all who 

knew her. 

Circles to hold Christmas celebrations 

By Marilyn Mobley 

      Elsie Nelson 

Circle will have its 

annual Christmas 

potluck lunch on Dec. 10 at 12 noon 

at the home of Marilyn Wright. 

(Notice the time change.) Please  

remember to bring an unwrapped 

toy and $5 to help support the  

Phoenix community dinner.  

After lunch we will study lesson 

4 in our study guide "God with us 

when we seek God.” God summons 

God's people,  and especially God's 

leaders, to walk in God's ways and 

to seek God. 

By Barbara Marsh 

Westminster Circle members 

hope to be meeting on Dec. 20, but 

details for the Christmas celebration 

are still being finalized.  We are 

looking forward to celebrating the 

holidays together, so watch the  

Sunday bulletin for more infor-

mation. 

Matthew 2:1-12 

      Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in  

Judea, during the time when Herod was king. Soon 

afterward, some men who studied the stars came 

from the East to Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the 

baby born to be the king of the Jews? We saw his 

star when it came up in the east, and we have come 

to worship him."  

When King Herod heard about this, he was very upset, and so was  

everyone else in Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the 

teachers of the Law and asked them, "Where will the Messiah be born?"  

"In the town of Bethlehem in Judea," they answered. "For this is what 

the prophet wrote: ‘Bethlehem in the land of Judah, you are by no means 

the least of the leading cities of Judah; for from you will come a leader who 

will guide my people Israel.'” 

So Herod called the visitors from the East to a secret meeting and 

found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. Then he sent 

them to Bethlehem with these instructions: "Go and make a careful search 

for the child; and when you find him, let me know, so that I too may go and 

worship him."  

And so they left, and on their way they saw the same star they had 

seen in the East. When they saw it, how happy they were, what joy was 

theirs! It went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 

child was.  

They went into the house, and when they saw the child with his moth-

er Mary, they knelt down and worshiped him. They brought out their gifts 

of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and presented them to him.  

Then they returned to their country by another road, since God had 

warned them in a dream not to go back to Herod. 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

Scripture for Christmas 

To order a white poinsettia for 

the sanctuary, fill out the form that 

will be available in the Sunday  

bulletins, on the narthex table, or at 

the church office. Attach your check 

and drop it off at the church office 

or in the offering plate by Sunday, 

Dec. 16.
Make checks payable to First 

Presbyterian Church. 

Poinsettias will be ready for you 

to pick up after the New Year’s Eve 

concert, or you may ask that they be 

donated. 

Sanctuary poinsettias 

available for purchase 



 You Are Unique 
 By Habib Shahin 

Each of us, like a snowflake, 
is a unique expression of individuality 

created by God. 
We are born to this life 

in exquisite patterns and likenesses. 
This is visible to the discerning eye, 

and to the eyes of the Maker. 
Let us develop our skills in seeing 

the magnificence of God 
through one another. 

May we realize how fortunate we are 
to be drawn together 

in this space, time and dimension. 
We need to learn and grow 

and develop love for one another. 
As we do this, 

we will discover our purpose. 
Moreover, we will experience 

the love of God and his perfect peace, 
which is our true love 

 and our utmost purpose. 

Editor’s note: I recently had an issue with my 
heart rhythm which required a trip to the emer-
gency room.  One of my caregivers was the father 
of a former student of mine, so we struck up a 
conversation. A few minutes later, he returned 
with this poem he had written. About five 
minutes after reading it, my heart beat miracu-
lously returned to normal, and they let me go 
home!  

The Sockmans 

gathered after 

the memorial 

service for 

Ted.  Judy was 

surrounded by 

loving family 

members. 

Haiku Corner 

Christmas wrap, scotch tape, 

must rip up lovely paper. 

Makes the trash glitter. 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 



                                              

Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1
Advent Faire set up
7:30 pm Winter Shetler
7:30pm RV Chorale Concert

2 1st Sunday of Advent 3 4 5 6 7 8
Combined Taize Service 10am Bible Study 9am 1/2 day spiritual retreat(S)
11:30am Advent Faire 10-1 Women with Wings(CH)
3pm RV Choral Concert
7:30 pm Winter Shelter 7:30 pm Winter Shelter 7:30 pm Winter Shelter
9  2nd Sunday of Advent 10 11 12 13 14 15
Birthday Sunday 12pm Elsie Nelson Circle 9:30am Admin & Finance 10am Bible Study 11am Membership 11am Deacons gift cards
9am Bible Study 5:30-10:30pm RV Symphony (S)
7:30 pm Winter Shelter 5pm B & G 12:30pm Deacons 12pm Blood Drive 7:30 pm Winter Shelter 7:30 pm Winter Shelter
16 3rd Sunday of Advent 17 18 19 20  Dialogue Entries Due 21 22
Wear a Christmas Sweater
9am Bible Study 10am Bible Study 10-1pm Women with Wings(CH)
11:30 Session 10am Westminster Circle
4pm Caroling
7:30 pm Winter Shelter 7:30 pm Winter Shelter 7:30 pm Winter Shelter
23 4th Sunday of Advent 24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas Day 26 27 28 29
Special Guest Office Closed Office Closed 10am Bible Study 10am Dialogue Folding
9am Bible Study 7pm Service 7:30 pm Winter Shelter 7:30 pm Winter Shelter
7:30 pm Winter Shelter Lessons and Carols
30   Guest Pastor 31 New Year's Eve
3pm Organ Concert at Trinity 3pm Concert 
7:30 pm Winter Shelter

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat          Realtors                         Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am         Thurs
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri          OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm 1st & 3rd Tues
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat          OLLI Watercolor Nursery 10am-1pm                       Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon         Children's Ukelele Choir Nursery 2:30pm-5:30pm            Wed
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri

Weekly Building Schedule

Dan Gone

Dan Gone
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