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New guidelines in place for church gatherings 
 Dear members and friends of our 

congregation,  

 

Yesterday both the Center for 

Disease Control and the Oregon 

Health Authority came out and 

recommended that all people, 

even vaccinated ones, wear 

masks in indoor spaces, especially 

in areas where Covid infection 

rates are increasing.  

There is a marked rise in cases 

in Jackson County, and the Delta 

variant is especially infectious. In 

addition, unfortunately last  

Sunday, at a mental health 

presentation on resiliency in the 

midst of the pandemic, two peo-

ple from our congregation were 

infected by the presenter, who 

had been vaccinated and then 

tested positive a couple of days 

later. The two from our congrega-

tion, who are quarantining at 

home, have mild symptoms and 

will recover. I have discussed this 

with our church leaders, and we 

agree that masking up is the wis-

est way forward for now.  

So, for the foreseeable future, 

below are the specific steps we 

will put in place to keep everyone 

safe. 

1) All staff and worship  

attendees are asked to  

remain masked at all 

times, vaccinated or not. 

2) Until more data has been 

gathered, I am canceling 

communion for both the 8 

a.m. and 10 a.m. services. 

3) We will refrain from pass-

ing the peace in person, 

asking folks to remain 

seated in their pews. 

4) All fellowship gatherings 

will be outside on church 

grounds. No potlucks or 

large gatherings until it is 

deemed safe to do so. 

5) If the increase in infections 

continues, we will stop 

meeting in person and go 

back to live internet on 

YouTube only. 

6) Those who come to the 

office will be asked to 

mask up.  Susan and I will 

also mask when someone 

comes into our office. 

 

I know these decisions are  

difficult to take. Believe me,  

putting a mask on again in public 

places is the last thing I wanted to 

do. Like you, I have mask fatigue. 

That being said, we have a  

primarily older congregation, and 

the last thing any of us want to 

see happen is for a number of the 

flock to contract Covid 19.  

Here are two passages of scrip-

ture to hold onto as the pandemic 

continues to affect us all. 

1) Jeremiah 29:11: God says, 

"For I know the plans I 

have for you, plans for 

your welfare and not your 

harm, to give you a future 

with hope.” 

2) Isaiah 41:10-11: God says, 

"Do not fear, for I am with 

you, do not be afraid for I 

am your God; I will 

strengthen you, I will help 

you, I will uphold you with 

my victorious right hand." 

 

We will get through this—with 

faith and hope—and care for one 

another, still serving God and 

those around us. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Rev. Dan Fowler 
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How can we help fire victims in Talent/Phoenix? 

This has always been one of 

my favorite passages of scripture. 

It speaks of God’s blessing upon 

us for restorative justice—helping 

repair lives and streets from their 

former devastation. Just a few 

miles north of Ashland, we have a 

devastated commu-

nity in need. 

I have just  

completed a meet-

ing with the  

Emotional and Spir-

itual Recovery Team 

of the Jackson Coun-

ty Long Term Recov-

ery Group for the Almeda fire. We 

have a unique opportunity to use 

some of our deacon funds to help 

fire victims, and at the same time 

help local businesses in the Tal-

ent/Phoenix area. 

Our E & S team is putting to-

gether an effort to give 174 wel-

come baskets to the 174 families 

who are soon to move back into 

FEMA trailers and FEMA RVs. 

These gift baskets will be given 

out in three phases as folks move 

in. The first move-in date is com-

ing up in early August. A number 

of businesses have donated to the 

effort, including Harry and David. 

The baskets will be full of some 

practical items, like 

cleaning supplies, TP 

donated from Who 

Gives A Crap and gift 

cards from Fred Meyer 

and the Co-op. Two of 

the local businesses 

who did so much for 

fire relief at the begin-

ning of it all were The Grotto and 

El Tapatio. The E and S team 

would like to be able to purchase 

gift cards from these businesses 

and put them into the gift baskets. 

This would be a way to give back 

to these businesses who gave so 

much in a time of need, while also 

giving these traumatized families 

a special meal out. The gift cards 

would be for $35 each. The total 

budget needed to raise these 

funds is a bit over $12,000, and 

we will be distributing the bas-

kets into September. 

So, if you would like to contri- 

bute to this effort, please send a 

check to the church office or drop 

by in person. Or if you are able to  

donate new kitchen supplies 

(towels, dish cloths, pot holders, 

measuring cups and spoons, 

wooden spoons) please let the 

church or Debbie Miller know. A 

few basket-filling sessions are 

planned during the month and 

more hands are welcome.  Talk to 

Debbie if you are interested. 

You will be a part of repairing 

the breach, restoring the streets, 

and helping folks know they are 

loved. 

 

Blessings, 

Isaiah 58:6-12  

"Is not this the fast that I 

choose: to loose the bonds of injus-

tice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, and to 

break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with 

the hungry, and bring the homeless 

poor into your house; when you see 

the naked, to cover them, and not to 

hide yourself from your own kin? 

Then your light shall break forth 

like the dawn, and your healing shall 

spring up quickly; your vindica-

tor shall go before you, the glory of 

the Lord shall be your rear guard. 

Then you shall call, and the Lord  

will answer; you shall cry for help, 

and he will say, 'Here I am.' If you 

remove the yoke from among you, 

the pointing of the finger, the speak-

ing of evil, if you offer your food to 

the hungry and satisfy the needs of 

the afflicted, then your light shall 

rise in the darkness and your gloom 

be like the noonday. 

The Lord will guide you continu-

ally, and satisfy your needs in 

parched  places, and make your 

bones strong; and you shall be like a 

watered garden, like a spring of  wa-

ter, whose waters never fail. 

Your ancient ruins shall be re-

built; you shall raise up the founda-

tions of many generations; you shall 

be called the repairer of the 

breach, the restorer of streets to live 

in.” 
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Hello! My name is Willa Van 

Camp, and I am going to be spending 

the next ten months as an intern for 

First Presbyterian Church of  

Ashland. 

I am a “cradle Presbyterian,”  

having grown up in Covenant  

Presbyterian Church in Palo Alto, 

California, where I spent most of my 

childhood. I graduated from Austin 

College in Sherman, Texas with a  

degree in Economics in 2017.  

After graduating from college, I 

served as a Young Adult Volunteer 

(YAV) for a year in Ashville, North 

Carolina where I worked with a non-

profit, predominantly serving the 

homeless community through an  

alternative soup kitchen.   

I am currently a seminary  

student pursuing a Master of Divini-

ty at San Francisco Theological  

Seminary.  

In my free time I love to hike 

with my fiance , Ryan, and experi-

ment with new recipes in the kitch-

en. I’m always looking for new reci-

pes, so feel free to send them my 

way! I am excited to begin this  

internship and I’m especially looking 

forward to participating in this  

community and getting to know you 

all. 

 

The Dialogue 
 Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue. Articles are 

welcome for the September issue. Please submit by Thursday, August 

26. Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com                              

Marcia Hunter, editor 

Schedule for August 
(when Pastor Dan is on vacation) 

Sunday, August 8: 

8 a.m.—Eleanor Robison will lead 

the service. 

10 a.m.—Guest video preacher, 

TBD  

Sunday, August 29: 

Sam Alvord will lead/preach 

at both services. 

By Dennis Slattery 

Get ready for the grand reopen-

ing celebration on Sept. 12—the  

really, really big shew (said in my 

best Ed Sullivan voice). Hold the 

date.  

Details are still in progress, but 

here is what we've got so far. We  

will go with a pulled pork main dish  

provided by Pat and Sam Alvord 

(yum!).  We will coordinate with  

Darlene on root beer floats for  

dessert (yum again!). We will ask 

people to bring their favorite 

sides.  We will supply plates and 

utensils this time. 

Dan is working on the music for 

the day.   

Be sure to mark your calendar 

for this special event at church. 

Note: This plan is tentative,  

depending on how the Delta variant  

affects indoor and outdoor gather-

ings. 

Willa Van Camp joins our staff as intern 

Mask protocol changing 
Per CDC guidelines due to the increase in Covid 

numbers,  masks will now be required in church for 

all, even those who have been fully vaccinated.  

We will also change our policy about sharing 

food after church, causing a cancellation of a planned event in August and 

moving fellowship time to the outdoor patio for the time being.  

These measures will, hopefully, keep our members and friends safe! 
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Session notes for July 

 

By Marcia Hunter, Clerk of Session 

At the July Session meeting, the 

treasurer reported that, at the year's 

half-way mark, pledges are at 53%. 

It is estimated that end-of-year 

pledges will be 100%. We are 

$40,000 to the good for the year.  

Our mission giving is at 60%. Session 

authorized the expenditure of up to 

$400 to replace tables.  

The new HVAC system will be 

installed the second week in Septem-

ber. While inspecting the admin 

building, Sam Alvord discovered  

that the mechanical room and men's 

bathroom floors are not damaged,  

as was previously thought. Also 

there is no asbestos problem to be 

dealt with in those areas. 

The Montessori School has 

moved in downstairs in Calvin Hall 

and will also be in the Matthew 25 

Room the first week in August. They 

are painting the downstairs now and 

carpets will get cleaned soon. A state 

inspector for preschools has  

requested some changes to the  

outdoor play structure and fencing 

to enhance safety.  

Uncle Food's Diner and two  

Rotary groups are currently using 

Calvin Hall, and a realtor group will 

start up soon.  

The first session of the Mental 

Health training was held on our  

campus and streamed over the inter-

net on Sunday, July 18. Future train-

ings will be announced. 

Session approved a suggestion 

from the deacons to discontinue  

using wine at the center of the  

communion trays at the 10 o'clock 

service but leave the wine for the 8 

o'clock service. 

Four committees have been busy 

at work over the summer: the  

Summer Team; Vision and Growth; 

Mission, Peace and Justice; and  

Campus Development. All are  

engaged in moving our church  

forward. Our new intern, Willa Van 

Camp, attended the Vision and 

Growth team meeting, and we are 

looking forward to welcoming her to 

our ministry on Aug. 1. (See page 2) 

Presbytery is seeking elders to 

represent us at General Assembly 

next summer.  (See adjacent article.) 

The most recent Habitat home 

will be completed in mid-September, 

and building a new one for Talent 

fire victims starts soon. 

There will be no session meeting 

in August.   

Presbytery seeking 

elders to attend 

General Assembly 
 

By Marcia Hunter 

The Presbytery of the  

Cascades is seeking Ruling Elder  

applicants to serve as commission-

ers to the upcoming General  

Assembly in Louisville, KY in July 

2022. Elders who have attended 

Presbytery meetings and/or 

served on Presbytery, Synod or 

General Assembly committees are 

often great candidates. 

 This General Assembly will be 

a mix of both in-person and online, 

with delegates on various  

in-person committees meeting in 

Louisville, KY in the two weeks 

prior to the online GA meeting 

held July 5-9.    

 The nomination process is by 

application. If you are interested, 

see Pastor Dan or Marcia Hunter 

before Sept. 1.  

 

Haiku for the month 

 

Blackberry stained hands. 

Those in the sun are sweetest. 

Guarded by thorns. Ouch! 

 
By Robb Grover 
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We just returned from San  

Francisco, which we visited to take  

leave from our normal responsibili-

ties, reap some new experiences, and 

enjoy our common interests.  The 

trip succeeded nicely.   

Pat wanted to walk the route of 

the Bay to Breakers annual run that I 

did in 2003 and 2004 when I was 

teaching in the city. We saw the  

Giants get slammed by the Pirates 

from seats four rows up from home 

plate. Taking time to visit several  

museums and eating slow meals in 

good restaurants, riding the buses 

and wandering throughout several 

different neighborhoods, all fulfilled 

our need as kids who grew up in New 

York and Buffalo and ended up on 

the urban-deficient Greensprings.  

The most poignant impression 

we brought home, however, is the 

stunning reality that most of our time  

in places like Golden Gate Park, the 

Embarcadero, Union Square, the 

Haight, Museum of Modern Art and 

whole neighborhoods such as Rich-

mond., Fillmore, Castro, Ocean Beach 

and the financial district have largely 

been abandoned.  

We stayed at the Hotel Spero on 

Taylor a block from Geary and two 

blocks from Union Square, just on the 

edge of the Tenderloin neighbor-

hood. We only saw two other guests 

in the five nights of our stay in this 

twenty-story hotel. Out on the streets  

few cars or people.  More traffic in 

Ashland at quitting time than on  

Market Street at noon. 

We always buy a Muni pass  

because we like public transporta-

tion and the adventure of trying new 

routes and seeing the variety of  

fellow and sister passengers. The 

first bus stop where we waited to get 

the Hayes Street bus across Van Ness 

Street from City Hall, hosted a man 

lying on the bench, a large black plas-

tic sack at his feet. In a very kind and 

helpful voice, he informed us the 

Hayes bus is no longer in service. We 

found out that a few other lines had 

been discontinued and bus schedules 

had been greatly decreased. No  

wonder. Most of the buses were only 

half filled,  no cable cars, no ferries 

crossing to Marin. 

The most astounding change 

since we visited in the summer of 

2019 is the empty stores and busi-

nesses. I am pretty sure that we saw 

fewer open establishments than the 

preponderance of boarded up store-

fronts. It is hard to believe many of 

them will  ever reopen. 

Covid has emptied San Francisco.  

It looks like what happened in the 

1970s to my childhood city of Buffalo 

due to the exit of manufacturing  and 

white flight to the suburbs. 

I mourn the loss and wonder how 

people  will adjust. Yet, I also know 

that  history is a cycle of boom and 

bust, destruction and restoration.  

The shock of such severe, unexpected 

and deadening change stuns me and 

tempts me to  withdraw and despair.    

Yet, I return to several repair and 

improvement jobs awaiting me at 

Pinehurst School and to our church 

moving forward by renewing our 

HVAC system to prepare for the chil-

dren joining us in the fall. I see  

options for working with the rest of 

you exploring creative ideas for 

meeting our goals as a community of 

hope and action. The broken calls for 

fixing and sustaining. 

Having taken the Covid hit, San 

Francisco and First Presbyterian are 

in the same boat. May we as church 

family gather often, join hands, build 

on both the ruins and the saved  

remnants of the past and revel in  

restoring relationships and building 

new ones.   
 

By Sam Alvord 

Let’s See 

Despair or Restore?  

Raoul Maddox Memorial Concert 

Thursday, Aug. 12 at 7 p.m. 

Ashland City Band Concert at the band shell 

 
Raoul was a member of our church until his death. He is remem-

bered fondly as the one who, for years, brought music to the school 

children of Ashland and to the community. Come celebrate his life. 
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Haiku of the Month 

     By Robb Grover 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

5–Victor Conway 

7–John Slyt 

10–Ruth Ralls 

14–Gladys Fortmiller  

15–Laurie Anne Hunter 

15–Pat Alvord  

19–Linda Purdom 

23–Karen Clarke 

27–Jeannie Taylor  

31–Marty Turner 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

4–Brian and Ruth Ann 

Almquist 

16–John and Kathy Sager 

23–Doug and Sook-Ja Hansen 

Women’s Book Club reading Caste in August 

By Marcia Hunter 

The Women's Book Club is read-

ing Caste by Isabel Wilkerson for the 

August meeting on Aug. 30 at 7 p.m. 

We have a book club bag from the 

Ashland Library this month, so 

books were distributed at the July 

meeting and will be picked up at the 

August meeting. If you didn't make it 

to the meeting and 

want a book, contact 

Marcia Hunter. 

 This book has 

won so many 

awards that there is 

not room to list 

them all. Quoting from Amazon's re-

view, I am giving more details than 

usual about the upcoming book,  

because it is so impressive. Even if 

you are not in the book club, this is 

well worth reading. I have read it 

once and will read it again this 

month. In fact, I think it should be 

required reading for every person in 

our country. It's long, but hard to put 

down. 

“As we go about our daily lives, 

caste is the wordless usher in a dark-

ened theater, flashlight cast down in 

the aisles, guiding us to our assigned 

seats for a performance. The hierar-

chy of caste is not about feelings or 

morality. It is about power—which 

groups have it and which do not.” 

"In this brilliant book, Isabel 

Wilkerson gives us a masterful  

portrait of an unseen phenomenon 

in America as she explores, through 

an immersive, deeply researched 

narrative and stories about real  

people, how America today and 

throughout its history has been 

shaped by a hidden caste system, a 

rigid hierarchy of human rankings. 

        

 "Beyond race, class, or other  

factors, there is a powerful caste  

system that influences people’s lives 

and behavior and the nation’s fate. 

Linking the caste systems of  

America, India, and Nazi Germany, 

Wilkerson explores eight pillars that 

underlie caste systems across civili-

zations, including divine 

will, bloodlines, stigma, and 

more.  

        "Using riveting stories 

about people—including 

Martin Luther King, Jr., 

baseball’s Satchel Paige, a 

single father and his toddler son, 

Wilkerson herself, and many  

others—she shows the ways that the 

insidious undertow of caste is expe-

rienced every day. She documents 

how the Nazis studied the racial  

systems in America to plan their  

outcast of the Jews; she discusses 

why the cruel logic of caste requires 

that there be a bottom rung for those 

in the middle to measure themselves 

against; she writes about the  

surprising health costs of caste, in 

depression and life expectancy, and 

the effects of this hierarchy on our 

culture and politics. Finally, she 

points forward to ways America can 

move beyond the artificial and  

destructive separations of human 

divisions, toward hope in our  

common humanity. 

 "Beautifully written, original, 

and revealing, Caste: The Origins of 

Our Discontents is an eye-opening 

story of people and history, and a 

reexamination of what lies under the 

surface of ordinary lives and of 

American life today." 

 

Elsie Nelson  Circle to 
meet for pizza lunch 
By Marilyn Mobley 

Elsie Nelson Circle annual pizza 

lunch is back. Angelo’s Pizza Parlor 

in Phoenix is now open and serving 

their all-you-can-eat lunch of salad, 

pizza, chicken and spuds. We have 

reserved their party room for  

Monday, Aug. 9 from 11:30-1:30.  

Hope to see everyone there. 

Those coming from Ashland may 

wish to carpool. Anyone is welcome 

to join us. 
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 I Thessalonians 2:1-12   

You know, brothers and sisters, 

that our visit to you was not without 

results. We had previously suf-

fered and been treated outrageously 

in Philippi, as you know, but with the 

help of our God we dared to tell you 

his gospel in the face of strong oppo-

sition.  

For the appeal we make does not 

spring from error or impure  

motives, nor are we trying to trick 

you. On the contrary, we speak as 

those approved by God to be entrust-

ed with the gospel. We are not trying 

to please people but God, who tests 

our hearts. You know we never used 

flattery, nor did we put on a mask to 

cover up greed—God is our  

witness.  

We were not looking for praise 

from people, not from you or anyone 

else, even though as apostles of 

Christ we could have asserted our 

authority. Instead, we were like 

young children among you. 

Just as a nursing mother cares 

for her children, so we cared for you. 

Because we loved you so much, we 

were delighted to share with you not 

only the gospel of God but our lives 

as well.  

Surely you remember, brothers 

and sisters, our toil and hardship; we 

worked night 

and day in  

order not to be 

a burden to  

anyone while 

we preached the gospel of God to 

you. You are witnesses, and so is 

God, of how holy, righteous and 

blameless we were among you who 

believed.  

For you know that we dealt with 

each of you as a father deals with his 

own children, encouraging, comfort-

ing and urging you to live lives  

worthy of God, who calls you into his 

kingdom and glory. 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

Bible verses for August 

 
 

One person’s junk is another person’s 

treasure! 

Donate your unwanted items and shop 

for bargains at our sale. 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

44 N. 2nd St. 

Ashland 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship
10am Worship with Live Stream
11am Fellowship with Zoom available

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

10:30am APA Class 1pm PW Coordinating Team

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8am-Eleanor Robison 7pm Raoul Maddox 
10am-Guest Video Preacher memorial band concert
Noisy Offering-Congo Relief

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
6:00am APA Class
10:30am APA Class

22 23 24 25 26 Dialogue Articles Due 27 28

Dan on Vacation
29 30 31
8&10-Sam Alvord preching 7pm Women's Book Club

Alanon Matthew 25 Room 7pm-8:30pm                    Mon Lithia Springs Rotary Calvin Hall 6:30am-8:30am              Tues
Alanon Matthew 25 Room 7pm-8:30pm                       Fri Realtors Calvin Hall 9am-10am                      Thurs
AA Crack of Dawn 2 Fireside Room 7am-8am                  Mon-Sat Ashland Rotary Calvin Hall 11am-1:45pm                Thurs
AA Morning Meeting Fireside Room 9am-10am             M, W, F, S Uncle Foods Diner Calvin Hall Kitchen 10am-6pm               T, W, S, S
Children's World Matthew 25 Room 8:30am-3:30pm       Mon-Fri

Weekly Building Schedule

Dan on Vacation

Dan on Vacation
Window Cleaning

Dan on Vacation
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Our Vision 
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