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An important moment in the life of the church 
 As we approach the fall and our 

leadership retreat on Sept. 6-7, we 

are coming to an important moment 

in the life of our congregation, a  

moment we have been working  

toward as a congregation since at 

least 2015.  

In 2015, you worked with Rev. 

Karen McClintock to 

put together a Self-

Study Team report on 

the state of the congre-

gation. Among other 

things, that report stat-

ed, “Another ‘elephant 

in the room’ is the 

problem of our aging 

buildings––to go along with our  

aging congregation––and fewer  

financial and people resources to 

maintain the buildings––to go along 

with our smaller, less energetic  

congregation. We need to address 

the physical plant and its limitations 

for worship, education, fellowship, 

administration, and storage. There is 

deferred maintenance, and elements 

of our buildings are reaching the end 

of their useful life. Consideration of 

the buildings will be a significant and 

sensitive issue to talk about. The  

congregation needs to take a collec-

tive deep breath and prayerfully  

explore, ponder, talk  and consider 

our options.” 

We began that deep breath by 

exploring, pondering, talking and 

considering those options not long 

after I arrived in February of 2017. 

By October, Long Range Planning 

began monthly meetings.  

We had an all-church SWOT 

(strengths, weaknesses, opportuni-

ties, threats) analysis the following 

spring in 2018. We had an all-church 

retreat the fall of 2018, led by  

Renewal Ministries 

Northwest.  

At that retreat we 

were given a gift 

by the Spirit to 

come up with a 

plan for our future. 

After additional 

training on active 

listening, elders and Long Range 

Planning members met and listened 

to your concerns and thoughts.  

During this time we have had a 

full building inspection done on the 

property, so we can assess fully what 

maintenance and repairs need to be 

done. We have also had a couple of 

congregational gatherings to discuss 

our future. Long Range Planning has 

continued to meet monthly. All of 

this brings us to the upcoming  

retreat in September. . . .  

I would ask that––whether you 

are a long-time member or friend, an 

occasional Sunday attender or every 

Sunday worshiper––you would 

please be in prayer for your church 

leaders as we go up to Green Springs 

on Sept. 6-7. We covet your prayers. 

In addition, although we have given 

you several opportunities to share 

your thoughts, ideas and concerns, 

I’d like to encourage you to do so 

once more.  

Contact one of the leaders listed 

on page 2. We want your input as we 

come up with a plan for the future of 

our congregation. Once that is in 

place, we’ll have a congregational 

meeting to share that plan and  

receive feedback.  After the initial 

meeting, we’ll have one more  

congregational meeting to vote on a 

plan for our future. 

God tells us in Isaiah 43:19, “For I 

am about to do something new. See, I 

have already begun! Do you not see it? 

I will make a pathway through the 

wilderness. I will create rivers in the 

dry wasteland” (New Living Transla-

tion). May God continue to be with 

and guide us into this “something 

new.” 

In Christ, 
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The Dialogue 
 Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the September issue. Please submit by Thursday, August 

22.  Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com 

 

Session members: John 

Sager, Jim Holloway, Elaine  

Morgan, John Wren, Sam Alvord,  

Tammy Hald, and Dennis Slattery.  

Board of Deacons: Marjorie  

Lininger, Wendy Ray, Rick Herst,  

Sook-Ja Hansen, Katy Slyt, Pat  

Alvord, Ruth Ralls, Debbie Miller, 

and Denise Deneaux. 

Long Range Planning Team:  

Carolyn Johnson, John Wren, Rick 

Herst, Eleanor Robison, Bea Berry, 

Tammy Hald, and Kathy Sager. 

Church leaders 
request feedback 

By Rev. Dan Fowler 

“…for I was hungry and you gave 

me something to eat, I was thirsty and 

you gave me something to drink, I was 

a stranger and you welcomed me.” 

Matthew 25:35 

In May our session approved a 

new mission for the church. We will 

begin offering three overnight park-

ing spaces in our parking lot behind 

the chapel for those who live in their 

cars.  All of our surrounding neigh-

bors have received a letter about this 

program, and so far, everyone seems 

supportive. We received a permit 

from the City of Ashland, and the 

Ashland Police Department is fully 

supportive of the idea and will  

provide extra patrols as needed. 

The idea for this program came 

to us from the Unitarian Universalist 

Church; they have run this kind of 

program successfully for the last two 

years.  The Havurah Synagogue in 

town has also decided to start a simi-

lar program. We hope other congre-

gations in town will follow suit. 

How does it work? All persons 

who park will be fully vetted by the 

Ashland Community Resource  

Center and will be expected to follow 

a list of rules in order to retain their 

parking space. We have five volun-

teers from the church who are over-

seeing our guests while they are 

here: Cathy Gerbracht and Jill 

Turner, co leaders, and assistants 

Kathy Sager, Carolyn Wetzel, and 

John Wren. There is a locked porta-

potty, which is on a monthly rental 

and paid for through our designated 

homeless shelter fund.  

First priority will be to help 

mothers and children, followed by 

single women and then men. Parking 

will be available overnight from  

8 p.m. until 9 a.m. only. During the 

day, the parking spaces will be  

empty. We will allow small campers 

to be part of this program, but they 

will be dry camping.  

The hope is that those in the  

program will be able to avoid getting 

tickets, which in turn will allow them 

to avoid debt, find work and eventu-

ally find a place to live. Almost one-

third of those who have used the  

Unitarian Universalist parking lot for 

this purpose have found gainful  

employment and a place to live.  

We also hope to reach out to 

those who park here and show them 

God’s love. Please keep us in your 

prayers as we follow Christ’s  

command to help “the least of 

these” (Matthew 25:40).  

Thanks to all of you who  

expressed your ideas, thoughts and 

concerns to us over the last two 

months. We appreciated your input 

as we tried to put this new mission 

together.  Special thanks to Randy 

Cleveland for helping put up parking 

posts and signs! 
 

Safe parking for the unhoused to begin  

Active shooter training to be held Sept. 21 
By Bea Berry and Jim Holloway 

Active Shooter Training––

sounds ominous doesn’t 

it?   Unfortunately our work places, 

schools and churches are too often 

threatened by mentally unstable 

people.  But there is a way to build 

the confidence and skills to deal  

with this difficult situation. 

 

Will you join us for an active 

shooter training?  The program is 

designed for all of us, regardless of 

physical ability.  You will learn how 

we can work together to provide the 

best opportunity for success.   

It will take four hours on Sept. 

21, from 9–1. Class size is limited to 

30 people. Please call the church to 

sign up.  



Dialogue                                                           Page 3

Please join us on Aug. 18, as Rev. 

Brian Heron, Executive Presbyter 

for Vision and Mission of Cascades 

Presbytery, will preach and lead 

worship at both 8 and 10 a.m. He’ll 

be preaching on Galatians 3:23-29 

and Matthew 15:21-29. His sermon 

is entitled, “There is No Other  

Other.” 

On Aug. 25, Mike Hubbard, the 

Commissioned Ruling Elder who 

serves at Medford First Presbyterian 

Church, will lead us in worship at 

both 8 and 10 a.m. 

Pastor Dan will be on vacation 

from Aug. 17-26. 

Two guests to 

preach in August 
Mission trip to Mexico  border? 

Pastor Dan is interested in  

taking a group from our church to 

the border through Border Perspec-

tive, a church mission that has been 

active at the U.S./Mexico border for 

more than 20 years.  The trip would 

be Oct. 24-27. Cost is $650 for  

program, meals, and lodging, but 

not including airfare. If there is 

enough interest, Dan will pursue a 

peacemaking grant to offset the 

overall cost. 

Itinerary for trip with Border 

Perspective, Oct. 24-27 

Day 1––Arrival by 3 p.m., 

McAllen Miller International  

Airport/MFE, Texas dinner,  

orientation.  

Day 2––Meet with border offi-

cials and hear about their work and  

perspectives on the border (in 

Brownsville, Texas where the Rio 

Grande meets the Gulf of Mexico). 

Visit Pharr, San Juan, Alamo––no 

man’s land; Hidalgo, Texas––

Hidalgo Pump House and largest 

border crossing in South Texas; and 

Mission, Texas, overlooking the Rio 

Grande River and ferry crossing. 

Day 3––Hear from local pastors 

and ministry leaders working with  

immigrant congregations; volunteer 

at an immigrant assistance center;  

worship service 

Day 4––Debrief, departure 

Please contact Dan if you are 

interested in going on this trip: 

revfowler@yahoo.com or church 

office (541-482-3536). 

 

Pastor Dan will lead summer Bible study on Wednesday mornings at 

10 a.m. on the office back porch (smoke permitting) through Aug. 14.  

Join us as we study scriptures which will be preached upon the fol-

lowing Sunday. Passages for August include: August 7––The book of  

Jonah, a whale of a tale! August 14––Galatians 3:23-29 and Matthew 

15:21-29 (texts for Rev. Brian Heron’s sermon on Aug. 18). 

Dan will begin a new study in the fall, offered on Sundays between 

worship. 

Bible Study to run 

through August 14 

By Gene and Marilyn Wright 

After having a July break from 

meetings, it is time for the Buildings 

and Grounds Committee to reassem-

ble. Our next meeting will be on 

Tuesday, Aug. 13, at 5 p.m. in the 

Fireside Room. All church members 

are welcome to join us as we try to 

solve our many problems.  We  

welcome new ideas and solutions.   

As per tradition, after the meet-

ing we retire to Great American  

Pizza for refreshments and fellow-

ship. It is a good time to catch up on 

all the fun and frolic of the summer. 

         Hope to see you there. 

 

Join Buildings and Grounds Committee as they take on challenges 

New address: 
 

Bill and Judi Quiett 

24 S. Mountain View 

Chula Vista, CA 91910-1813 
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Help us, Lord!  There is not a good person left; 

    honest people can no longer be found. 

All of them lie to one another; 

    they deceive each other with flattery. 

Silence those flattering tongues, O Lord! 

Close those boastful mouths that say, 

    “With our words we get what we want. 

    We will say what we wish, 

    and no one can stop us.” 

“But now I will come,” says the Lord, 

    “because the needy are oppressed 

    and the persecuted groan in pain. 

    I will give them the security they long for.” 

The promises of the Lord can be trusted; 

    they are as genuine as silver 

    refined seven times in the furnace. 

The wicked are everywhere, 

    and everyone praises what is evil. 

Keep us always safe, O Lord, 

    and preserve us from such people. 

 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

5–Victor Conway 

7–John Slyt 

10–Ruth Ralls 

14–Gladys Fortmiller  

15–Laurie Anne Hunter 

15–Pat Alvord  

19–Linda Purdom 

27–Jeannie Taylor 

23–Karen Clarke  

31–Marty Turner 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

4–Brian and RuthAnn Almquist 

16–John and Kathy Sager 

21–Jerry and Jeannie Taylor 

23–Doug and Sook-Ja Hansen 

Session notes from July meeting 
By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

At the July session meeting (held 

at the new time, third Thursday at  

5 p.m.) Trish Styer, treasurer,  

reported that income and outgo are  

currently tracking at about 50%. 

The new parking lot car camping 

project is on its way to reality.  

Session authorized an expenditure 

of $150/four weeks for a porta-

potty to come from the homeless 

fund. A letter went out to the neigh-

bors, and Jill Turner and Cathy  

Gerbracht, project co-chairs, got  

positive response. ACRC will do the  

vetting. Randy Cleveland will put up 

signs. 

After four members visited two 

Access Food Banks, it was recom-

mended that having a food bank at 

FPC would be too big a job for us, so 

this idea has been put aside. The 

previously noted VBS at Phoenix 

Presbyterian has also been canceled.  

Three items concerning church 

business were approved by session: 

1) future committee expenditures 

over $500 will need session appro- 

val, 2) people hired to do work for 

the church must be able to produce a  

W-9, and 3) the preschool lease cost 

will be raised 10% each of the next 

two years. 

Buildings and Grounds Commit-

tee reported that the irrigation  

system has been fixed. The Summer 

Planning Team held a barbecue  

social/music event Sunday, July 21 

with one of our neighbors express-

ing an interest in attending. Dan  

reported that a new member class 

will be held in the fall. 

Bible verses 

for August: 

Psalm 12 

Longtime friend of the congregation, Judy Uherbelau, died in Portland on June 24. 

Respecting her wishes, there will be no formal service. We give thanks for the time 

she was part of our congregation and that she now resides with her Maker in heaven. 
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Presbyterian Women are invited. . . .  
From the PW of Central Point 

First Presbyterian: 

You are cordially invited to a 

light luncheon for our missionary, 

Jonna Reeder, who is working in 

Central Asia.  The luncheon will be 

at the First Presbyterian Church in 

Central Point on Aug. 13 at 11 a.m. 

An offering will be taken and all  

proceeds will go to Jonna. We look  

forward to seeing  you! 

Please R.S.V.P. to Phyllis at 541-

664-8192 or Nancy at 541-864-

0879. Need a ride?  Let Shirley  

Patton know and she’ll pick you up! 

 

From Lynn Martin, Moderator of 

PW in the Presbytery of the  

Cascades: 

Mark your calendars for the PW 

Fall Gathering Oct. 19, 2019 at First 

Presbyterian Church in Woodburn. 

The Rev. Cynthia O’Brien, pastor at 

Woodburn, and others will present 

a program on Better Angels, a na-

tional organization  focused on 

bridging the political divide in 

America. 

I attended a Better Angels work-

shop presented by Cynthia in Janu-

ary and was so impressed that I 

asked her that same day about 

speaking to PW, and she said yes! 

More information to come about 

this exciting program.  
 

Women’s Book Club 

reading Where the 

Crawdads Sing 

By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club is read-

ing Where the Crawdads Sing by 

Delia Owens for their meeting at 

Carolyn Wetzel’s house on Monday, 

Aug. 26 at 7 p.m. 

This month’s selection sounds 

like a fascinating read!  Amazon  

describes it as “perfect for fans of 

Barbara Kingsolver and Karen  

Russell. Where the Crawdads Sing is 

at once an exquisite ode to the natu-

ral world, a heartbreaking coming-

of-age story, and a surprising tale of 

possible murder. Owens reminds us 

that we are forever shaped by the 

children we once were, and that we 

are all subject to the beautiful and 

violent secrets that nature keeps.” 

Please join us for an interesting 

discussion and delicious snacks. 

Haiku Corner 

Bees of glossy black, 

bumblebees and honey bees, 

and yellow jackets. 

 

 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 revisited  
(This version of the Lord's Prayer 

is attributed to Rudolf Steiner, trans-

lated into English by Richard 

Bloedon, adjusted by Brian Gray, and 

submitted by Denise Deneaux.) 

 

Father, You who were, are, and will 

be in our inmost being— 

May Your Name be glorified and 

exalted in us. 

May the Kingdom of Christ grow 

through our deeds and in the 

course of our lives. 

May we do Your Will as You, Father, 

have set it in our inmost being. 

The food of the Spirit, the Bread of 

Life, You offer us in abundance in 

all the changing conditions of our 

lives. 

Let our compassion for others com-

pensate for the sins committed 

against ourselves. 

Let not the tempter work in us  

beyond our power, for in you 

Lord, no temptation can exist. 

For the tempter is merely appear-

ance and deception, from which 

You, Lord, deliver us through the 

Light of Your Knowledge. 

May Your Power and Glory work in 

us throughout all cycles of time.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
44 NORTH SECOND STREET, ASHLAND  

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17  

8:30 AM -2:00 PM  

All kinds of treasures and trinkets  
Antiques and Collectibles, Household items, Books,  

Linens, Clothing, Jewelry and much more ... 

 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3

11am-1pm Somatics (N) 11am Membership meeting
6:30-8:30pm SOFA (FR)

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1pm PW Coordinating Team

5:30pm Long Range Planning 2pm Personnel Committee 9:30am Finance meeting

11am-1pm Somatics (N)
10am Back Porch Bible Study

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Birthday Sunday

5pm Session (FR)
1-3pm OLLI Rich Lang (FR) 5:30-8:30pm OLLI Alexis (FR)
5pm B & G 11am-1pm Somatics (N)

10am Back Porch Bible Study Dan Gone
18 19 20 21 22  Dialogue Entries Due 23 24
Guest Pastor

11am-1pm Somatics (N)

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Guest Pastor 7pm Womens Book Club 10am Dialogue Folding

11am-1pm Somatics (N)
5:30-8:30pm OLLI Alexis (FR)

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat OLLI Watercolor Nursery 10am-1pm                       Mon
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm   1st&3rd Tues
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat
AA Fireside Room 5:30-6:30pm     Fri  Somantics Nursery 11am-1pm                      Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon Realtors Calvin Hall 8:30am                            Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri

Weekly Building Schedule

Dan Gone

Dan Gone
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First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker       Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net  Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch wendy@mcaninch.ch 

Treasurer: Trish Styer fpcashland@gmail.com 

Ruling Elders on Session: Elaine Morgan, Jim Holloway, John Sager, John Wren, Sam Alvord, Tammy Hald, Dennis Slattery  

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons: Wendy Ray, Debbie Miller, Ruth Ralls, Sook-Ja Hansen, Rick Herst, Katy Slyt, Pat Alvord, Denise Deneaux 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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