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 Who are we at First Presbyterian Church of Ashland? 
I’ve been honored to be your  

pastor now for a little over 1½ years. 

I’ve gotten to know most of you at 

least a little and feel like I am getting 

a better sense of who we all are  

together as a congregation.  

We seem to be a church that 

doesn’t just talk about mission 

– we DO mission, locally

through our winter shelter, 

providing a place for those 

without shelter to be fed, 

cared for and given a warm 

place to sleep at night. We 

are taking an active role in 

offering to help even more 

with the winter shelter if needed. 

People from our church also spend 

their time volunteering at the food 

bank.  And, hopefully, through a  

reconstructed version of community 

dinner, we’ll soon be feeding folks a 

warm, heartfelt monthly meal once 

again. But we focus on the global 

community as well, sending folks 

out to India, Bangladesh and soon,  

Jamaica. 

We are a church that works, 
fellowships and worships together. 

True, we have two services, but both 

8 and 10 a.m. worshippers serve on 

committees together and know one 

another. We care about our facility 

and work to maintain it. People 

come to Bible study, to movie nights, 

and to church on a regular basis. We
 have attracted 

some new faces 

and welcomed 

new members. 

There is a real 

sense of family 

here, of warmth 
and welcome.

Who we are is pretty evident. 

Who we will become is still a work in 

progress. Your Long Range Planning 

Team is still at work, looking at your 

input and answers from our S.W.O.T. 

(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportuni-

ties, Threats) analysis earlier this 

year, and working on crafting a new 

vision and mission statements. There 

will be a very important ALL CHURCH 

retreat this fall the last weekend of 

October: a visioning  retreat with 

Bible study and reflec-tion, led by 

Renewal Ministries, Northwest. 

Hopefully, by the end of the fall, we’ll 

have a plan for next steps, as we 

move forward into what God has in 

store for us as a congrega-tion. As 

God says in Revelation (Rev. 21:5), 

“Behold I am making all things new!” 

God be with us, as we become 

something new, with a new vision 

and new hope for tomorrow. 

In Christ, 
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the September issue. Please submit by Thursday, Aug. 23. 

Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Marcia Hunter, editor 

 
DIXIELAND JAZZ SUNDAY – Sun-

day, Aug. 12, one combined service 

at 10 a.m. Come join us for an excit-

ing worship service with great  

music! Raoul Maddox and his Dixie-

land band will lead us in worship. 

SPECIAL OFFERING FOR AUGUST – 

Sunday, Aug. 12. Habitat for Human-

ity Apostle’s Build Executive Direc-

tor for Rogue Valley Habitat, Denise 

James, will speak about the work of 

this great organization which we 

support financially.  Save your 

change to help build a home for a 

worthy family! 

FLICKS AND FAITH MOVIE NIGHT 

Tuesday, Aug. 21, 6-8:30 p.m.  We will
be watching "The Prince of Egypt".

BACK PORCH BIBLE STUDY – 

Wednesday mornings at 10, on the 

porch of Pastor Dan’s office. Join us 

as we look at the scripture for the 

upcoming Sunday service.  Runs 

through the end of August, except on 

Aug. 8, when Dan is on vacation. 

CREATING A CULTURE OF GENER-

OSITY  – Save the date, Sept. 29-30. 

Rev. Rob Hagan from the Presbyteri-

an Foundation will lead us as we 

study the Biblical principal of gener-

osity. We’ll have a catered lunch on 

Saturday, and Rob will preach on 

Sunday. 

ALL CHURCH FALL RETREAT – 

Save the date Oct. 26-28. “Creating a 

New Vision:  who and what are we 

called to be?” retreat will be held 

here at the church. Plan to attend! 

Special events coming up at church Save the date

Nadia Bolz-Weber, sponsored 

by Evolving Congregations – made 

up of six local churches, will be in 

Ashland March 22-23. Nadia is the 

founding pastor of House of All 

Sinners and Saints Lutheran 

Church in Denver; best-selling  

author; popular speaker; and  

subject of numerous media inter-

views.  She has referred to her  

congregation as “an indie boutique 

of a church,” a place for outsiders 

who are uncomfortable or unwel-

come in traditional churches.  

She is frank about her flaws 

and wild past: “I had embraced the 

idea I was going to be dead by the 

age of 30.” Instead, from what 

some might call “a thin place expe-

rience,” at a funeral, she embraced 

a calling to minister to outsiders 

like herself.  She attended semi-

nary, was ordained in the Evangel-

ical Lutheran Church and started 

this special congregation.  

The surprise came when all of 

a sudden, after a feature in the 

Denver Post and preaching at an 

outdoor Easter service, her little 

“house” doubled overnight. And 

they found themselves invaded by 

a totally different kind of “other,” 

65 year-olds from the suburbs! 

March 
22-23, 
2019 
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From the Presbyterian News Service 

June 16, 2018 

As Presbyterians gather for the 

meeting of our 223rd General  

Assembly, we are mindful of the 

many issues of justice, peace and 

compassion we face, both as citizens 

of the United States and members of 

the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

While we face issues of peace on 

the Korean peninsula, tragic injus-

tice in the Middle East, and the spec-

ter of climate change in our nation 

and our world, there is nothing of 

more urgency than the tragedy that 

is unfolding at our borders, where 

children are ripped from their  

parents and placed in holding cells, 

while their frantic parents scream in 

agony at the separation.  

What has this nation become? 

How have we wandered so far from 

Jesus’ kind admonition, “Let the little 

children come to me ... for it is to 

such as these that the kingdom of 

heaven belongs?” How can this be 

happening in a nation in which so 

many claim the traditions of Christi-

anity, Judaism and Islam and the 

critical importance of families to the 

fabric of our lives together?  

Perhaps the most egregious  

aspect of this policy is the willing-

ness of the highest legal official of 

our nation to suggest that if a moth-

er has fled violence in her own coun-

try to save herself and her children 

but has not had a chance to make a 

proper petition for safety in the U.S., 

she should be taught a lesson by 

having her children taken from her. 

It is almost incomprehensible that 

these acts should be used as a warn-

ing to others who would come.  

What makes matters worse is 

the audacity of quoting the Apostle 

Paul’s admonition to believers in 

Romans 13:1 to obey the law 

(presumably whatever the law says), 

while ignoring the higher scriptural 

demand that “love is the fulfilling of 

the law”  

The crisis of tens of thousands of 

desperate people coming to the  

United States for relief seems almost 

overwhelming. But as the officials of 

our government attempt to address 

the crisis, we cannot afford to  

tarnish the highest values of our  

nation. We must not punish desper-

ate parents by tearing their children 

away from them, leaving the parents 

without access to the children or  

assurance of their welfare.  

In the name of God of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob, in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ: stop!  

       In the faith we share, 

Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II  

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 

PC(USA) clerk speaks out on separated families 

Rev. Dan joins Medford marchers 

to protest the administration’s  

policy of separating immigrant 

children from their families. 

Pastor Dan is looking for  

either a current serving elder or a 

ruling elder (not currently serving) 

to serve on an administrative  

commission for the Presbyterian 

Church of Phoenix. Your role would 

be to help Phoenix as they restruc-

ture and become a worshiping  

community under the auspices of 

both First Presbyterian Ashland and 

First Presbyterian Medford.  

Members of Phoenix would have the 

option of joining either of our  

congregations, or remain as they are 

at Phoenix.  

Please contact Dan if you have 

time to help and are an elder. 

Administrative  
Commission  

members sought 

2018 Jamaica dental mission trip 
By Lori Freed 

This October’s Jamaica dental mission trip will support 

three village schools, grades 1-6, with cleanings, fillings, extractions, seal-

ants, education, toothbrushes, toothpaste and toys. 

I am requesting financial sponsorship (my cost is around $2700) and/

or 200 toothbrushes, 200 tubes of toothpaste, dental floss and kids’ toys 

such as small stuffed animals, sunglasses, crayons, necklaces, or cars. 

Put checks made out to FPC with the memo “Jamaica Dental Mis-

sion” in the Sunday offering or drop off at the office. Thank you! 
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By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

Session met on Sunday, July 15.  

Several visitors attended the meeting 

to ask questions and comment on the 

shelter proposal. After small agenda 

items were addressed (including  

approving a bid to fix the administra-

tion building roof), and session  

discussed the shelter proposal, they 

unanimously passed the following 

motion: to agree to host the shelter 

currently proposed by One Site for 

three nights a week (Friday, Satur-

day, and Sunday) from November to 

April, provided that certain caveats 

can be met. 

The following day, session met 

again to finalize the conditions that 

will be attached to the motion.  They 

are as follows: 

Conditions which must met 

in order for us to host  

shelter: 

City, fire, legal issues 

1. The fire marshall approves

this site for a shelter.

2. A contract is drawn up with

One Site with a monthly donation to 

cover costs of utilities and wear and 

tear on the facilities. The City of  

Ashland co-signs the agreement or 

guarantees payment from One Site. 

3. One Site pays for morning

clean up — inside Calvin Hall and 

outside on church grounds— and 

security. Paid coordinator recruits 

and trains volunteers to fully staff 

the shelter. 

4. One Site pays for any repairs

which are necessary as a result of the 

shelter. 

5. Lead worker is updated on

mechanical, safety and kitchen 

protocol in Calvin Hall. 

6. One Site is encouraged to have

a consistent nightly lead worker. 

Client issues 

1. Overnight clients are vetted

prior to approval with most vulnera-

ble given first priority. A maximum 

of 50 spaces is provided. Clients will 

be encouraged to seek permanent 

housing, jobs, treatment.  

2. There is a consistent set of

rules, which must be adhered to at 

our site and others. Consequences 

are in place if rules are broken. The 

issue of pets is dealt with. Shelter 

hours are from 7:30 pm to 7:30 am; 

outside of those hours, visitors must 

vacate the buildings and church 

grounds. 

3. There is another venue for

those who are not vetted who need 

shelter from the weather. And there 

is transportation to that place, if they 

show up at ours. 

4. The issue of storage of person-

al items and bedding is addressed. 

Escape clause 

1. If any of the above conditions

are not being met, the first step will 

be to contact One Site and try to 

work out the issues.  If an agreement 

can’t be reached, FPC can fully opt 

out of the venture. The term of this 

contract is from November to April 

with a possible one-year extension.  

2. Saturday, Dec. 1 is not availa-

ble, as it is reserved for an annual 

church activity. 

Session notes for July   

Dear Members of Session, 

Thank you for considering the 

possibility of hosting the Winter 

Shelter for multiple days this coming 

year.  I realize that there are many 

questions to be asked and answered 

and I applaud you for being cautious. 

My heart also wants to share that 

I feel so grateful for the time that I 

have spent at the shelter.  I've come 

to know many wonderful volunteers 

who look at our guests as people. . . 

deserving of a good meal and a 

warm place to sleep.  I've also had 

the opportunity to get to know our 

guests a bit and want to share about 

one such guest who passed away 

recently. 

Joe Paul was known as Big Joe 

because there was another regular 

guest named Joe who is a shorter 

man.  Big Joe had his issues, most 

notably, that he drank quite a bit.  It 

caused him not to be able to keep a 

job and led to his ultimate demise. 

Joe was a kind man  . . . funny, 

caring, and very helpful to the hosts 

at shelters.  He was big enough and 

had a deep enough voice to evince 

strength, which was usually more 

than was needed to calm a squab-

ble.  Most importantly, the hosts 

knew Joe had our backs. And, for the 

record, it was Joe who fixed the wall 

in Calvin Hall after a guest punched a 

hole in it.        (cont. on pg. 6) 

Karen Amarotico, shelter coordinator, mourns loss of ‘Big Joe’ 
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By Sam Alvord 

Since I was fifteen I have been 

involved in non-profit ministries 

which involve housing: a residential 

boys camp in Maryland, a group resi-

dential home for juvenile offenders 

in Michigan, residences in Honduras 

for agricultural development work-

ers, and 35 years of operating the 

Oregon Extension at Lincoln on the 

Greensprings, an off-campus college 

program with fifteen residences and 

several common buildings. Not to 

mention four decades of caring for 

the Pinehurst School District 

grounds and buildings!  

Here are a few things I have 

learned that might be helpful to 

those in our church responsible for 

discerning our response to providing 

shelter for homeless community 

members. 

1. Follow the spirit of I Corinthi-
ans 12-13.  The body has many parts, 
each deserves honor, and each is  
directed toward providing acts of 
love. Practically this means that our 
leaders must identify which of our 
members have a heart for the home-
less and are willing to work at meet-
ing their shelter needs. 

2. Then the members of the
session empower these members to  
collaborate with the sponsoring 
agency to ensure security, coordina-
tion, sanitation, safety and hospitali-
ty.  Just as we empower the pastor to 
pastor and the clerk to clerk. 

3. The rest of us let go of our
anxiety and replace it with trust.  
Sure, there will be issues.  Some  
damage will occur.  Tempers will 
flare.  Scary looking people will  
appear.  Trust means we believe that 
these members of our community 
who are driven to serve the home-
less will deal with break downs.  
Every day each of us deals with flaws 
that occur under our own roofs and 
attempt to do the works of mercy at 
our jobs or where we volunteer. 

4. Rest in the fact that all things
grow and change and mature or  
dissolve.  Only in taking risks can we 
solve problems.  When we pray 
weekly, “Thy will be done,” this is 
not a call to passivity, but to action.  
If the original arrangement proves 
detrimental, we are called to  
respond. “Do not grow weary in well 
doing,” St. Paul declares.  So, our  
session and our ministers of hospi-
tality fulfill their responsibilities and 
sit down and reason together with 
the homeless agency and their staff 

and call on the Spirit to come up with 
new possibilities.  

5. “Called to Respond.”  As we are
able. Response-ability.  Jesus was an 
agitator. He spurred his disciples to 
act in the face of fear, ignorance,  
disease, disaster, evil of all sorts. No 
one is directed to do it all.  Each of us 
has a part and a place.  If we don’t 
lead, we affirm and support. While I 
am spending my days supporting 
public school children, you are  
volunteering at the hospital, or rais-
ing kids, or running a business, or 
whatever drives you to serve. We 
each have a calling, but no one’s call-
ing is to worry about someone else’s 
ministry, but to work to build trust 
and positive regard for all. 

6. What about “unintended
consequences” or “unanticipated  
collateral damage?”  Yep.  What else 
is new?  No one knows the future.  
How about the other side of the coin: 
unanticipated benefits and wonder-
ful developments and surprises?  
Every time we take a chance on  
active love, the results are unpredict-
able and often wonderful. 

7. Finally, whatever is decided
will not be perfect, but it may be in 
the strike zone of very helpful for 
many strugglers. 

The title of this column derives from a line in King Lear where a friend 

recommends to the demented king, “See better, Lear!”  

“Let’s See!” turns that rebuke into a collegial quest that implies no 

judgment, but rather a common pursuit. In an era of fake news, one task of 

the church is to look deeper. So, in this column, we will direct our attention 

to persons, ideas, events, hopes, dreams, losses, and needs. 

Your comments are always welcome. Send them to the Dialogue for 

future issues.  

Let’s See!  (a new column by Sam Alvord) 

Hospitality ministry alive and 
well at First Presbyterian Church 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

1 – Judy Uherbelau 

5 – Victor Conway 

7 – John Slyt 

8 – Charlotte Dryland 

10 – Ruth Ralls 

14 – Gladys Fortmiller  

15 – Laurie Anne Hunter 

15 – Pat Alvord 

19 –Linda Purdom 

23  –Karen Clarke 

31 – Marty Turner 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

4 – Brian and RuthAnn 

Almquist 

16 – John and Kathy Sager 

17 – Ted and Judy Sockman 

23 – Sook-Ja and Douglas 

Hansen 

Thank you, thank you! 

      Thank you to all of you who 

made my last Sunday at First  

Presbyterian so special!! 

Ilse Forney 

Ilse Forney, long-time member 

of our church, has  moved to the 

Bay Area.  We celebrated her last 

day with us in July. Our best wishes 

and prayers go with Ilse to her new 

home. 

Godspeed, Ilse! 

Women’s Book Club reading A Lady Cyclist's 

Guide to Kashgar for August meeting 
By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club is read-

ing A Lady Cyclist's Guide to Kashgar 

by Suzanne Joinson for its August 

selection.  They will meet at the 

home of Donna Wright at 7 p.m. on 

Monday, Aug. 27 for snacks and  

conversation about the book. 

In 1923 missionary sisters 

Evangeline and Lizzie are on their 

way to the ancient Silk Road city of 

Kashgar. According to Amazon’s 

summary, “Though Lizzie is on fire 

with her religious calling, Eva's  

motives are not quite as noble, but 

with her green bicycle and a  

commission from a publisher to 

write A Lady Cyclist's Guide to  

Kashgar, she is ready for adventure.” 

Meanwhile, “in present day Lon-

don, a young woman, Frieda finds a 

man sleeping outside her front door. 

She gives him a blanket and a pillow, 

and in the morning finds the  

bedding neatly folded. . . . Tayeb, in 

flight from his Yemeni homeland, 

befriends Frieda and, when she 

learns she has inherited the contents 

of an apartment belonging to a dead 

woman she has never heard of, they 

embark on an unexpected journey 

together. 

“A Lady Cyclist's Guide to Kash-

gar explores the fault lines that  

appear when traditions from differ-

ent parts of the world crash into one 

other. Beautifully written, and  

peopled by a cast of unforgettable 

characters, the novel interweaves 

the stories of Frieda and Eva. . . .” 

Big Joe (cont. from page 4)

Rev. Dan conducted the memo-

rial service for Joe Paul.  A number 

of volunteers and guests showed 

up to share remembrances of this 

man who had fallen through the 

cracks.  We all said we would miss 

him. . . and I know that is true. 

I pray that you consider folks 

such as Joe when you discuss our 

church's mission and how to move 

forward.  

Blessings and thanks, 
Karen Amarotico 
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By Barbara Marsh 

You missed tons of fun if you 

missed the annual summer Presby-

terian Women potluck at the home of 

our premier hospitality host, Sue 

Sager.  Our moderator, Eleanor  

Robison, successfully guided us 

through the agenda.  Shirley Patton 

led a time of remembrance with 

memories of former PW members 

who are no longer with us except in 

spirit. 

Our coming year will certainly 

have some interesting programs  

suggested by members. 

The members have wanted to 

express their gratitude and apprecia-

tion to Shirley Patton for her years of 

dedication and love for Ashland 

Presbyterian Women. Finally it was 

agreed that the most prestigious 

award we could think of was an  

Honorary Life Membership from 

Presbyterian Women and a pin to 

wear as she attends the national 

gathering in Louisville, Kentucky on 

Aug. 3.  We are already eager to hear 

the news and stories she will share 

upon her return.  Shirley will wear 

her pin with the assurance that she 

is a very special part of a caring and 

supportive community of PW. 

Our last reminder:  Please save 

Thursday, Sept. 6 to attend the 

first meeting of the new program 

year at 1 p.m. in Calvin Hall. More 

details in your September Dialogue.

P.S. This little donation is all 

the funds we have at this time 

– please use it for your church

costs. ($11 was enclosed.) 

PW honors Shirley Patton at summer potluck  

Haiku Corner 

Trees growing taller. 
Birds like to perch on the tops. 
Makes me envious. 

By Robb Grover 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
10am Back Porch Bible Study 1pm PW coordinating team

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

11am Membership Meeting

12  Combined Service 13 14 15 16 17 18
Dixieland Band 9:30am Admin & Finance 10am Back Porch Bible Study
Birthday Sunday
Noisy Offering-Habitat for 5pm B & G
Humanity Apostles Build

19 20 21 22 23  Dialogue Entries Due 24 25
10am Back Porch Bible Study

11:30 Session 6pm Faith and Flicks
"Jesus of Montreal"

26 27 28 29 30 31
7pm Womens Book Club 10am Back Porch Bible Study 10am Dialogue Folding

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat          Realtors                         Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am         Thurs
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri          OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm 1st & 3rd Tues
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat          OLLI Watercolor Nursery 10am-1pm                      Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon          OLLI Logic Group Small Meeting Room 12pm-1pm                      Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri          OLLI Dream Group Small Meeting Room 10am-11am                    Mon

OLLI Dinner Theater Group Nursery 1pm-3pm                 Mon - Fri

Weekly Building Schedule

Dan Vacation



Mark 12:1-12 Good News Translation (GNT) 

The Parable of the Tenants in the Vineyard 

Then Jesus spoke to them in parables: “Once there was a man who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a hole for the wine press, and built a watchtower. Then 
he rented the vineyard to tenants and left home on a trip. When the time came to gather the 
grapes, he sent a slave to the tenants to receive from them his share of the harvest. The 
tenants grabbed the slave, beat him, and sent him back without a thing. Then the owner 
sent another slave; the tenants beat him over the head and treated him shamefully. The 
owner sent another slave, and they killed him; and they treated many others the same way, 
beating some and killing others.  

The only one left to send was the man's own dear son. Last of all, then, he sent his 
son to the tenants. ‘I am sure they will respect my son,’ he said. But those tenants said to 
one another, ‘This is the owner's son. Come on, let's kill him, and his property will be 
ours!’ So they grabbed the son and killed him and threw his body out of the vineyard. 

 “What, then, will the owner of the vineyard do?” asked Jesus. 

 “He will come and kill those tenants and turn the vineyard over to others.  Surely 
you have read this scripture: 

‘The stone which the builders rejected as worthless 
    turned out to be the most important of all. 

This was done by the Lord; 
    what a wonderful sight it is!’” 

The Jewish leaders tried to arrest Jesus, because they knew that he had told this 
parable against them. But they were afraid of the crowd, so they left him and went away. 
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