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Inside this issue 

Pastor’s Column: ‘A Moving Experience’ 
This past month has been one of 

upheaval for the Fowler family. We 

packed up all of our belongings from 

the rental home we were in and 

moved it all to our new place at 1006 

Oak Knoll Lane. I have to confess I 

liked the rental home – especially 

with its view of Grizzly Peak and 

enough space for me to have a game/

sports den for the first time ever in 

my life! It was also the first place that 

our family sort of put down roots. So, 

it was a bit unsettling to pack every-

thing up and move to a new location. 

I spent a good portion of nine 

afternoons and evenings painting the 

walls and ceilings in our new place. 

The previous owner really liked the 

color pink (or as the paint can called 

it, “Sour Patch Peach”). There were 

pink ceilings, walls and carpets eve-

rywhere, save for one bright green 

wall. My son Sam said it reminded 

him of when he read James and the 

Giant Peach. So I painted and painted, 

and painted some more. Abby also 

helped for a couple of days  

before leaving for Disneyland and 

camp, and Paula pitched in once her 

work week was over.  

I recall driving over one day after 

working at church most of the day 

and throwing myself a little pity par-

ty (I had even missed all of the 4th of 

July festivities, because I had to 

paint). I was sick of paint, sick of 

brushes and rollers, and just wanted 

to be done with getting the place 

ready to move in. The whole moving 

experience was draining and I was 

done.  

Then I saw a man wheeling a gro-

cery cart full of his belongings up the 

bridge on Ashland Street. It was a hot 

evening, and he was likely going to 

find a place for the night with all of 

his possessions in that single cart. I 

suddenly found myself ashamed, 

stopped whining about my plight, 

gave thanks that I had a home to 

move into, and remembered that 

there are so many who have no place 

to call home.  

I was reminded of Luke 6:20, 

where Jesus says, “Blessed are the 

poor, for yours is the kingdom of heav-

en.” God taught me something in that 

moment, and it truly was a moving 

experience. May we always be mind-

ful of what we have, be thankful for 

it, and be aware of others in need. 

 

In Christ, 

Dan 
 

Summer team planning day at Emigrant Lake 

By Elaine Morgan 

Our annual day at the lake is the 

last Saturday of this month, August 

26 beginning at 11 a.m., at Emigrant 

Lake this year.  We will be in pic-

nic area “C,” the first one after you 

pay your parking fee of $4 per car 

(arrange your own carpooling) and 

just below the water slide — which 

costs $7 for an hour and a half or 

$12 for three hours.  We plan to 

snack our way through the early  

afternoon until we share our meal at 

4 o’clock.  Gene Wright will bring his 

boat so that we may enjoy boat 

rides.  

Bring quarters for Bingo.  Each 

card will cost a quarter and the win-

ner will take the pot.  You may also 

want to bring your own lawn chair 

and bug repellent, perhaps a bathing 

suit and change of clothes, too.   

Please bring snack foods (chips, 

veggies, fruit, cheese, etc.) or a side 

dish (salad or dessert) to share 

(continued on page 3) 
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the September issue. Please submit by Thursday, August 

24.  Email (preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com.   

Marcia Hunter, editor 

Pastor’s news in a nutshell 

Long term planning group  

This fall, Pastor Dan will be 

forming a long-term planning team 

to help us put together some goals 

and objectives for the church’s  

future. If you are interested in help-

ing us with new vision and ideas, 

please speak with Dan or one of the 

church elders.       

At the meeting on Sunday, Aug. 

13 in Calvin Hall after the 10 

o’clock worship service, we will 

talk about attending a presbytery 

conference on caring for creation, 

discuss how to make our church 

property more earth friendly, and 

begin a book study. 

 

Pastor to take vacation 
 

Dan will be on vacation July 31 – 

Aug. 7. Preaching for us on Aug. 6 

will be Rev. Art Mills. 
 

Caretakers of Creation  

New members’ class 
 

If you would like to know 

more about what it means to be-

come a member of the church, 

Dan will be offering classes after 

the 10 o’clock service every Sun-

day in September.  

Classes will include some 

church history, a bit about the 

Presbyterian denomination and 

spiritual beliefs, and an overview 

of the process of becoming a 

member.  

If you want to know more, 

contact the church office at 541-

482-3536, or you can contact Dan  

directly via email: 

revfowler@yahoo.com 

Thanks for moving help! 
 

Much gratitude from the 

Fowler family for the wonderful 

food, helping hands who unpacked 

boxes, helped clean the rental, did 

a dump run, and did their best to 

make our moving experience a 

good one! 

Of Gods and Men is a 2010 

French drama film directed by 

Xavier Beauvois, starring  

Lambert Wilson and Michael 

Lonsdale. Its original French 

language title is Des Hommes et 

des Dieux, which means "Of Men 

and of Gods" and refers to a 

verse from the Bible shown at 

the beginning of the film. It cen-

ters on the monastery of Tibhir-

ine, where nine Trappist monks 

lived in harmony with the large-

ly Muslim population of Algeria, 

until seven of them were assas-

sinated in 1996 during the  

Algerian Civil War.  

Largely a tale of a peaceful 

situation between local Chris-

tians and Muslims before be-

coming a lethal one, the screen-

play focuses on the preceding 

chain of events: decay of gov-

ernment, expansion of terror-

ism, and the monks' confronta-

tion with both the terrorists and 

the government authorities that 

led up to their deaths. Principal 

photography took place at an 

abandoned monastery in Azrou, 

Morocco. 

The film premiered at 

the 2010 Cannes Film Festival, 

where it won the Grand Prix, the  

second most prestigious award. 

It became a critical and com-

mercial success in its domestic 

market and won both the Lu-

mie re and Ce sar Awards for 

Best Film. 

        See movie poster on page 5 . 

‘Flicks and Faith’: 

Of Gods and Men,  Aug. 56  

6-8 pm in Calvin Hall 
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By Elaine Morgan 

Rogue Valley jazz pianist,  

educator, and composer, David Scog-

gin, will be our guest musician for 

the combined service at 10 o’clock on 

Aug. 20, as we sing the hymns from 

the gospel tradition. 

David has been in Southern Ore-

gon for 17 years, after music careers 

in Minneapolis and the San Francisco 

Bay Area.  He leads the jazz trio OPUS 

3, freelances with various groups, 

and plays with a duo every Friday at 

the Wild Goose and 2nd & 4th 

Wednesdays at Lark’s in Medford. He 

was on the faculty at Britt Rock Camp 

for the four years it was held, and 

taught improv at Dr. Alexander  

Tutunov’s International Piano Insti-

tute for three summers and at the 

Ashland Middle School Band Camp 

for six summers.  Every day David 

teaches privately in his studio at the 

Briscoe ArtWing.  He taught Jazz His-

tory at SOU from 2000-2017. 

Bassist Jeff Addicott grew up in 

Edmonton, Alberta, where he studied 

cello and piano in elementary school.  

In college he picked up the electric 

bass and dabbled with various 

freeform jams and cover bands,  

culminating in a triumphant senior 

year concert with the punk band 

Molten Menace. 

Since arriving in Ashland, Jeff has 

become one of the region’s busiest 

freelance musicians, working, sub-

bing and/or collaborating with vari-

ous groups.  In addition to his busy 

music schedule, Jeff is also a full-time 

glassblower. 

Gospel music can be traced to the 

early 17th century with roots in the 

black oral tradition.  Hymns and spir-

ituals were repeated in a call-and-

response fashion.  The repetition of 

words allowed those who could not 

read the opportunity to participate in 

worship.  Most of the churches relied 

on hand clapping and foot stomping 

as rhythmic accompaniment as they 

sang a cappella.  The first published 

use of the term  “gospel song” proba-

bly appeared in 1874. 

We will have accompaniment to 

our singing and perhaps a little hand 

clapping and toe tapping on Aug. 20!  

Do join us. 

By Elaine Morgan 

Join us as we gaze at God’s spec-

tacular creation.   The star party will 

take place at the home of Darlene 

Saunders on Saturday, Aug. 12 from 

8:30 to 10 p.m.  Darlene’s friend, 

Dave Bloomsness, an amateur  

astronomer, a NASA Airborne  

Astronomy Ambassador, and a lock-

smith by trade for 40 years, will 

guide us as we look through tele-

scopes at the night sky.   

For the past 12 years Dave has 

been doing volunteer work with 

Robert Black, astronomy teacher at 

North Medford High School, and has 

mentored over 50 students, some of 

whom have gone on to get college 

degrees in astrophysics and other 

related fields.  Twenty-five years ago 

Dave helped start the S.O. Skywatch-

ers, an astronomy club in the Ash-

land/Medford area that is still going.   

Bring your own lawn chair or 

blanket and a small flashlight.  Car-

pooling from church is a good idea.   

when we enjoy grilled Polish dogs.  

The Summer Planning Team will 

provide plates, hot dogs, buns, con-

diments and beverages. 

Please join us as we celebrate 

the end of a wonderful summer  

together as a church family.  You 

are welcome to bring friends, too. 

Emigrant Lake . . . 
(continued from page 1) 

Gospel Sunday August 20 to feature spirituals with David Scoggin 

Appreciating God’s spectacular creation 

Dear First Presbyterian Church, 

On behalf of the Rogue Valley 

Youth Ensemble, we would like to 

thank your congregation for the  

opportunity to sing for and worship 

with you. The generous donation 

($606.07) was appreciated most 

greatly and used for the recent choir 

trip we took to Disneyland. 

  

With sincere gratitude, 

Denise Fleming, RVYE 

Thank you from Rogue Valley Youth Ensemble 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

5  -- Victor Conway 

7 -- John Slyt 

8 -- Charlotte Dryland 

10 -- Ruth Ralls 

14 -- Gladys Fortmiller 

15 -- Laurie Anne Hunter 

15 -- Pat Alvord 

19 -- Linda Purdom 

23 -- Karen Clarke 

31 -- Marty Turner 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

4 --  Brian and Ruth Ann 

Almquist 

16 -- John and Kathy Sager 

17 --  Ted and Judy Sockman 

23 -- Sook-Ja and Douglas 

Hansen 

By Lori Freed and Adam Good 

We will be participating in a mis-

sion project in mid-

September, the 

Great Shape dental 

program in Jamaica.  

We are volunteering 

and providing free 

dental care for fami-

ly members of all 

ages who have nev-

er been to a dentist 

before. 

We are asking for dental supplies 

as well as sponsorship. We need 400 

toothbrushes, 400 small tubes of 

toothpaste, 400 containers of dental 

floss, small toys for chil-

dren and monetary  

donations – with a dead-

line at the end of August.  

          We appreciate all 

your support.  We will 

be speaking in church on 

Sunday, Aug. 20 at the 

combined service, if you 

wish more information. 

 

                 Thank you,   

                 Lori and Adam 

Dental mission in need of supplies  

By Virginia King 

Here are a couple of noteworthy 

donations to our church library.  

Ron Mehl, in his book The Ten

(der) Commandments, sees them as a 

love-letter from God to (us) his peo-

ple. God is essentially saying “Don’t 

touch the stove, it’s hot!!” God is try-

ing to protect his beloved children 

from doing themselves and others 

an injury. Read it and see if you 

agree. Comments welcome. 

 The other book is by Edward 

Grinnan, Editor-in-Chief of Guide-

post magazine. This is a hard book to 

put down as he tells his own tale of 

his life from alcoholism/addic-tion 

to his present career with Guide-

post. And along the way he shares 

tales of others who have made 

astounding life journeys.  

Aptly entitled The Promise of Hope, 

this book presents nine keys to 

powerful personal change. It is an 

amazing WOW book. 

  

Two noteworthy books in church library 

By David Hall 

The Men’s Book Club is cur-

rently reading The Righteous Mind: 

why good people are divided by poli-

tics and religion, by Jonathon 

Haidt.  We will meet on Thursday, 

Sept 21 at 5:30 at Smithfield’s Pies 

for discussion. 

 Our next book after that is 

Midnight in Broad Daylight: A Japa-

nese family caught between two 

worlds, by Pamela Rotmore Sa-

kamoto.  We will meet on this one 

in early  

Men’s Book Club 

meeting in September 

 

By Marcia Hunter 

       In August, the Women’s Book 

Club is reading Where the Wind 

Leads: A Refugee Family's Miraculous 

Story of Loss, Rescue, and Redemp-

tion, by Vinh Chung.  The meeting is 

on Monday, Aug. 28 at 7 p.m. at the 

home of Shirley Patton. 

        This is the amazing story of a 

Vietnamese refugee family who, in 

1979, became part of the legendary 

“boat people,” fleeing from the com-

munist takeover of their country and 

eventually ending up in the United 

States.   

          According to the author, “This 

is a story that spans two continents, 

ten decades, and eleven thousand 

miles. . . .  My family lay half-dead 

from dehydration in a derelict fish-

ing boat jammed with ninety-three 

Book Club reading Where the Wind Leads 

(continued on page 5) 
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refugees lost in the middle of the 

South China Sea.  We arrived in the 

United States with nothing but the 

clothes on our backs and unable to 

speak a single word of English.  To-

day my family holds twenty-one 

university degrees.  How we got 

from there to here is quite a story.” 

       Dr. Chung currently serves on 

the board for World Vision U.S., and 

all author royalties from the sale of 

this book are donated to that  

organization. Given the current  

refugee crises in our world, this 

book will provide an important 

jumping off place for our discus-

sions.  Amazon rates this book five 

stars (and, when I read it last year, I 

couldn’t put it down). Come join us 

for snacks and conversation. 

Book Club  
(continued from page 4) 

Haiku Corner 

 

Need millions of bees. 

Each makes droplet of honey. 

No minimum wage. 

 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 

 

By Barbara Marsh 

Women’s circles and Presbyteri-

an Women will take a summer 

break in August, except for a coordi-

nating team meeting Thursday, Aug. 

3 at 9 a.m. in the small meeting 

room.  Plans for the coming year 

will be discussed, and everyone is 

welcome to come and join in on the 

discussion. 

Presbyterian Women will  

resume in September, with their 

first meeting on Thursday, Sept. 7 at 

1 p.m.  Details will follow next 

month.  

Women’s groups  
taking August off 

Psalm 15 
 

Lord, who may enter your Temple? Who may 

worship on Zion, your sacred hill?  

Those who obey God in everything and always 

do what is right, whose words are true and sin-

cere, and who do not slander others. They do no 

wrong to their friends nor spread rumors about their neigh-

bors. They despise those whom God rejects, but honor those who 

obey the Lord. They always do what they promise, no matter how 

much it may cost. They make loans without charging interest and 

cannot be bribed to testify against the innocent.  

Whoever does these things will always be secure. 
 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

Bible verses  

Come see this movie on Aug. 16 at 6 p.m. in Calvin Hall! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark 4:35-41 

Jesus stops a storm 
35 Later that day, when evening came, Jesus said to them, “Let’s cross over to the 
other side of the lake.” 36 They left the crowd and took him in the boat just as he was. 
Other boats followed along. 

37 Gale-force winds arose, and waves crashed against the boat so that the boat was 
swamped. 38 But Jesus was in the rear of the boat, sleeping on a pillow. They woke 
him up and said, “Teacher, don’t you care that we’re drowning?” 

39 He got up and gave orders to the wind, and he said to the lake, “Silence! Be 
still!” The wind settled down and there was a great calm.40 Jesus asked them, “Why 
are you frightened? Don’t you have faith yet?” 

41 Overcome with awe, they said to each other, “Who then is this? Even the wind and 
the sea obey him!” 

 



                                              

Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5

9am PW coordinating team

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Guest Pastor Art Mills 10am Back Porch Bible Study 2:30pm Deacons Calvin Hall Rented 11am-4pm

1:30pm Admin & Finance 4:30pm Session
4:30pm B & G

8:30-10pm Star Party

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
10am Back Porch Bible Study 6-8pm Calvin Hall

Birthday Sunday Flicks and Faith
"Of Gods and Men"

20 (Laurie Anne Gone) 21 22 23 24  Dialogue Entries Due 25 26
Gospel Jazz Sunday 10am Back Porch Bible Study Dan at COM 11am Day at the Lake
Combined Service at Emigrant Lake by the

Waterslides

27 (Laurie Anne Gone) 28 29 30 31
7pm Womens Book Club 10am Back Porch Bible Study 10am Dialogue Folding

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri          Realtors                         Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am       Thurs
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri

August 2017

Weekly Building Schedule

Dan on Vacation

Dan on Vacation



 

First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 626 
Ashland, OR 97520 
Return service requested 
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First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker       Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch 

Treasurer: Carolyn Moeglein pfcashland@yahoo.com Bookkeeper: Beverly Ducey (pending) 

Ruling Elders on Session: Jill Turner, Elaine Morgan, Linda Purdom, Howdy Miller, Jim Holloway, John Sager  

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons: Shirley Patton, Gail Johnson, Darlene Saunders, Wendy Ray, Debbie Miller, Judi Quiett, Ruth Ralls, Sook -Ja Hansen,  

Rick Herst Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 

Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/1stPresAshland 
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