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God would never leave us on Stuck Saturday! 
“Maundy Thursday, Good  

Friday...Stuck Saturday?” 

As many of you know, our Bible 

study is based on a great book by 

Walter Brueggemann, entitled A  

Way Other Than Our Own.  It has 

been a wonderful treat to go  

through each day’s lesson and then 

dissect a week’s worth of these les-

sons with the Bible study group on 

Zoom. 

I particularly like Bruggeman’s 

take on the day in between Good  

Friday and Easter Sunday, Holy  

Saturday, which was “a day of still-

ness and doubt and despair when 

time stands still in lethal flatness.” 

Brueggemann goes on to say that 

that first Holy Saturday was  

followed by other Saturdays of still-

ness and doubt and despair—“days 

of fear and war and famine and 

death, of the Crusades and the ovens 

and genocides in too many places. . . 

of Katrina and 9/11 and economic 

collapse, Saturdays of overwhelming 

failure with no adequate resources.”   

We can certainly add to that list, 

having experienced so much in the 

last year, pandemic, political upheav-

al, racial tension and unrest, a local 

catastrophic fire disaster, and  

suddenly two mass shooting events 

within a week of one another. Maybe 

we are stuck on Saturday? 

The story of God does not end on 

a Saturday, however. The following 

day is one of resurrection. We are 

reminded that no matter how many 

Saturdays we experience, there is 

more to come. There is new life. 

There is resurrection. There is eter-

nity. There is hope knowing we have 

a Risen Messiah beside and among 

us. Easter Sunday is God’s great  

interruption to all our Saturdays of 

fear and war and famine and death.  

Easter Sunday prevails over all our 

Saturdays of stillness and lethal flat-

ness. Easter Sunday tells us that love, 

justice and peace win in the end. 

So give thanks for the God who 

will not leave us on stuck Saturday, 

who remains with us in those Satur-

days of despair and wondering, but 

does not stop there. God interrupts 

us with great love, directs us to an 

empty grave and a continuing story 

of faith and new life.  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

 

Maundy Thursday—recorded Maundy Thursday  

worship service available for you to view beginning 

on Thursday, April 1.  

Good Friday—A Good Friday service will be broadcast 

live at noon on Friday, April 2.  

Saturday drive-through—Easter drive-through event, 

Saturday, April 3, from 12-2 p.m.  

Easter Sunday—Easter Sunday service, April 4, will be 

broadcast live at 10 a.m.  

 

                                                 See page 2 for more details 
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The Dialogue 
 Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the May issue. Please submit by Thursday, April 22. Email 

(preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com                              

Marcia Hunter, editor 

There will be a recorded  

Maundy (Holy) Thursday worship  

service, available for you to view 

beginning on Thursday, April 1. 

You will be sent a link to view the 

service on You Tube. The service 

includes communion, so please have 

something to eat and drink for that 

portion of the service.   

If you are not receiving a weekly 

link to our services, please contact 

the church office and let us know. 

We will be sure to include your 

email on the list.  

A Good Friday service will be 

broadcast live at noon on Friday, 

April 2. A link will be sent out by 

email. Pastor Dan will be working 

with Father Tony Hutchinson of 

Trinity Episcopal Church to do the 

service together.  

The Spring Planning Team  

invites you to an Easter drive-

through event, Saturday, April 3, 

from 12-2 p.m. Come pick up an 

Easter basket full of goodies to cele-

brate new life and Christ's resurrec-

tion. You are welcome to bring a 

flower from home to decorate our 

Easter cross, which will be part of 

our Easter Sunday live broadcast 

worship service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday service , April 

4, will be broadcast at 10 a.m. as 

usual. You will receive a link by 

email a few minutes before the ser-

vice, or, if you aren’t on our email 

list, you can find the link near the 

top of our church website: firstpre-

sashland.org 

 

Virtual events—and one “in person”—  

to mark Holy Week at First Presbyterian 

Earth Day service April 25 

to highlight environment 

Stewardship is not just about 

giving our financial resources to 

God, making pledges each fall to 

support the budget in the coming 

year. Stewardship—using our  

resources of time, talent and treas-

ure—is something God calls us to 

365 days a year.  

In the spirit of being good care-

takers of God’s creation, we will 

have an Earth Day worship celebra-

tion on Sunday, April 25. As part of 

the service, we would like to high-

light some of the things you do to be 

caretakers of creation. Do you recy-

cle religiously? Do you compost, 

take mass transportation when  

possible, drive an energy-saving 

hybrid vehicle, or something else?  

Please email Dan to tell us what 

you do and/or send pictures. We’ll 

be sharing what this body of Christ 

does to be caretakers of God’s  

wonderful creation. 

April Office schedule 

Pastor Dan will be on vacation 

April 5-11.  Rev. Brian Heron is 

preaching.  

Our Office Manager Susan will  

be on vacation April 12-16. The  

office will be open but limited in 

what we can do for you. 

“Let’s See” by Sam Alvord will 

not appear in the Dialogue this 

month, as Sam is on vacation. His 

column will return next month. 



Dialogue                                                           Page 3

By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

Session met by Zoom in March, 

with the highlight being a visit 

from Brian Heron, our Presbyter 

for Vision and Mission. In discus-

sion of where we are as a church 

right now, session members  

described our congregation as 

"resilient," "pretty strong financial-

ly and otherwise," "still trying to 

grow,” "welcoming," and "walking 

the walk"—car camping, shelter, 

support of OHRA, etc.  

The continued challenge, of 

course, is finding ways to cope with 

reopening, a dwindling congrega-

tion size, and expensive real estate. 

Dan mentioned the 2019 tie 

vote and how it was healthy that 

afterwards the congregation 

laughed at ourselves. Now that we 

haven't really used Calvin Hall in 

awhile, he thinks we might be more 

open to new ideas. Brian added 

that 75% of the churches in our 

presbytery have more "building" 

than their congregations can  

support. 

Presbytery’s strategic planning 

team is moving from supportive to 

more collaborative, trying to get 

churches to work together on  

common problems. The Presbytery 

is finding that giving and member-

ship are both dwindling at an  

increasing pace. He thinks the 

Christian Church will survive -- but 

not in the current form. He says the 

pandemic has been a real oppor-

tunity to look at things differently 

and asks, “Can we create a new 

form ?” 

Our HVAC system replace-

ment/upgrade in Calvin Hall is in 

the works. The second  boiler is 

still working. We have two bids for  

replacement but will get two more 

before making a decision. 

The Reckoning with Racism  

Cohorts (Dennis Slattery, Dan, 

Shirley Patton, and Adrienne  

Simons) have been meeting for the 

last nine months and are working 

on concrete things we can do 

(other than just flying the Black 

Lives Matter flag).  How do we 

reach out to under-represented 

groups?  

Session discussed re-opening 

strategies and timelines. See article 

on this page. 

People are attending a new 

members class and will potentially 

join on Easter morning.    

The clerk reported that we 

have received many heart-felt 

thank you letters/notes for our 

generosity: Maslow Project 

($780.83), Phoenix Presbyterian 

Church ($411), Covenant Network 

($1000), Presbytery (2021 per  

capita), Oregon Black Pioneers 

($200), OHRA ($7,939). 

Session notes for March 

By Bea Berry 

A Covid-19 vaccination clinic is 

coming May 1 to First 

Presbyterian Church. 

The Johnson and 

Johnson (aka 

Janssen) one-shot vaccine will be 

administered. Call the church  

office and get your name and phone 

number on the list, and we will 

call you back to schedule a specif-

ic time that day. 

 On May 1 all persons 16 and  

older are eligible to be vaccinated in 

Oregon. However, the Janssen  

vaccine can only be administered to 

persons 18 and older. 

 The clinic will be open to  

members and friends of FPC Ashland 

and the local community. The  time 

schedule will be announced later. 

COVID vaccinations to be available at First Pres on May 1 

When will the 

church open up for 

in-person worship? 

Our church session is discuss-

ing the possibility of re-opening 

our worship services on Sunday 

mornings. We have had some coun-

sel from Dr. John Sager, one of our 

church members. We hope to be 

able to come up with a plan for  

re-opening at our next session 

meeting on Thursday, April 15 .  

If you have thoughts, ideas or 

concerns you would like to share 

about the possibility of re-opening 

Sunday worship, please contact 

Pastor Dan via the church office 

(541) 482-3536 or email 

revfowler@yahoo.com.  

Or you can contact one of our 

elders on session: Sam Alvord, 

Cathy Gerbracht, Jim Holloway, 

Dennis Slattery, Brian Almquist, or 

John Wren. We value YOUR input 

on this important step forward.  
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By Lynne Martin, Moderator  

Greetings PW sisters and friends! 

Your PW Presbytery Coordinating 

Team recently met to begin planning 

the Spring and Fall Gatherings for 

2021.  

The Spring Gathering will be 

held virtually on April 24, with  

keynote speaker Susannah Morgan, 

CEO of the Oregon Food Bank. Ms. 

Morgan will share how the OFB and 

its partner agencies have been meet-

ing the needs of food-insecure  

Oregonians during the pandemic.  

In addition, there will be an  

introduction to the 2021-22  

Horizons Bible Study, “Women in 

Matthew's Genealogy of Jesus,” a 

business meeting and worship ser-

vice. Look for your Zoom invitation 

in the days prior to the gathering.  If 

you would like to be added to the 

invitation list contact Rebecca Jewel 

at rojewel@gmail.com. No registra-

tion is necessary, so just sign in to 

the meeting from the link. 

The PW Churchwide Board of 

Directors has made the difficult deci-

sion to cancel the in-person Church-

wide Gathering scheduled for August 

2-5, 2021 in St. Louis, Missouri. The 

Gathering Planning Team is moving 

forward with preparing an online 

national program and worship  

service, as well as scheduling the  

triennial business meeting. Email 

updates will follow as more infor-

mation becomes available. The next 

Churchwide Gathering will be in 

2024, date and place to be deter-

mined. 

We here in Cascades are  

currently looking at rescheduling the 

2020 Spring Gathering with author 

Jane Kirkpatrick for this coming fall. 

Look for more information about the 

gathering in the months to come. 

News from Presbyterian Women in Presbytery of the Cascades  

Ashland residents are being 

called to prepare for the upcoming 

wildfire season through a four-

month campaign developed by  

Ashland Fire & Rescue and the  

Wildfire Safety Commission. 

April: Harden your home.  

Embers account for nearly 90% of 

ignitions during a wildfire. Preparing 

your roof, gutters, decks and siding 

to resist fire can protect your home 

and stop home-to-home spread.  

May: Firewise your landscape. 

Keeping your yard lean, clean, and 

green can stop the spread of fire. 

Ashland residents can bring flamm-

able green debris to Green Debris 

Drop Off Day, Sunday May 2. See ash-

land.or.us/greendebris 

June: Be ready to evacuate. 

Understand Level 1 (Ready),  Level 2 

(Set), Level 3 (Go!). Create an evacu-

ation kit for every member of your 

household.  

July: Be smokewise. Learn how 

to create good inside air quality, find 

up-to-date smoke information, and 

understand how smoke may impact 

your health. See 

Smokewiseashland.org  

Details at fireadaptedash-

land.org/wildfireprep.   

Ashland launching wildfire program 

Women’s Book Club choosing new books for the next year 
By Marcia Hunter 

       The Women’s Book Club will 

meet on Monday, April 26 at 7 p.m. 

on Zoom to choose our books for  

the next year.  

       If you would like to suggest  

titles, please send up to three titles  

to Marcia Hunter by email before 

April 19.  You will receive a list of all 

the suggestions to look at prior to 

our meeting, and then we will vote 

on the titles when we are together.  

       This is a very good time of the 

year for new members to join the 

book club, since you will be able to 

weigh in on what we will be reading.  

Call or email Marcia Hunter to have 

your name added to our list.  

       One of these months, we may be 

able to be together again, which will 

include not only great discussion but 

also great snacks. 

 

  

Men’s Book Club to 

meet in May or June 

 By David Hall 

The First Presbyterian Men’s 

Book Club is currently read-

ing Short Nights of the Shadow 

Catcher by Timothy Egan.  It’s 

about the photographer Edward 

Curtis, who photographed so 

many of the great remaining  

Native Americans back in the late 

1800’s. 

We are looking to May or 

June for our next meeting.    
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Haiku of the Month 

     By Robb Grover 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS  

16 – Marilyn MacLean 

23 - Rich Kaplan 

23 – Abby Fowler 

25 – Dennis Slattery 

26 - Kathy Sager 

29 - RuthAnn Almquist 

29 - Jerry Freed 

Haiku of the month 

Surprised daffodil, 

snow stacking on her yellow, 

frustrating the bees. 
 

                                  By Robb Grover 

 

Romans 10:1-18 

My friends, how I wish with all 

my heart that my own people might 

be saved! How I pray to God for 

them! I can assure you that they are 

deeply devoted to God; but their 

devotion is not based on true 

knowledge. They have not known 

the way in which God puts people 

right with himself, and instead, they 

have tried to set up their own way; 

and so they did not submit them-

selves to God's way of putting peo-

ple right.  For Christ has brought the 

Law to an end, so that everyone 

who believes is put right with God. 

 

Salvation is for all 

Moses wrote this about being 

put right with God by obeying the 

Law: “Whoever obeys the com-

mands of the Law will live.” But 

what the scripture says about being 

put right with God through faith is 

this: “You are not to ask yourself, 

Who will go up into heaven?” (that 

is, to bring Christ down). “Nor are 

you to ask, Who will go down into 

the world below?” (that is, to bring 

Christ up from death). What it says 

is this: “God's message is near you, 

on your lips and in your heart”—

that is, the message of 

faith that we preach. If 

you confess that Jesus is 

Lord and believe that God 

raised him from death, 

you will be saved.  

For it is by our faith 

that we are put right with God; it is 

by our confession that we are 

saved. The scripture says, “Whoever 

believes in him will not be disap-

pointed.” This includes everyone, 

because there is no difference be-

tween Jews and Gentiles; God is the 

same Lord of all and richly blesses 

all who call to him.  As the scripture 

says, “Everyone who calls out to the 

Lord for help will be saved.” 

But how can they call to him for 

help if they have not believed? And 

how can they believe if they have 

not heard the message? And how 

can they hear if the message is not 

proclaimed? And how can the  

message be proclaimed if the 

messengers are not sent out?  

As the scripture says, “How 

wonderful is the coming of 

messengers who bring good 

news!” But not all have  

accepted the Good News.  

Isaiah himself said, “Lord, who  

believed our message?” So then, 

faith comes from hearing the  

message, and the message comes 

through preaching Christ. 

 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

Bible verses for April 
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I Arise Today       

By John O’Donohue 

 

I arise today 

Blessed by all things 

Wings of breath 

Delight of eyes 

Wonder of whisper 

Intimacy of touch 

Eternity of soul 

Urgency of thought 

Miracle of health 

Embrace of God. . . . 

        The stone barrier has been  

removed.  He who died lives and 

walks our lives’ paths ahead of 

us.  May we live fully this day. 

We are always on our way from 

darkness into light. Every morning, 

we come out of the dark territories 

of dreaming into waking awareness 

of the day. Every night, no matter 

how long, breaks again and the light 

of dawn comes.  

At birth each of us made a jour-

ney from darkness into light, from 

the warm secure darkness of the 

womb into the light of the world. So 

we are no strangers to darkness, and 

we are special friends of the light. . . . 

One of the beauties of Easter 

morning is that the light that comes 

with Christ is a gentle but penetrat-

ing light. There is no hurt anywhere 

within us no matter in what crevices 

it might be buried, but that the light 

of Easter can reach it and heal it. . . . 

So on this Easter morning, let us 

look again at the lives we have been 

so generously given and let us let fall 

away the useless baggage we carry—

old pains, old habits, old ways of  

seeing and feeling—and let us have 

the courage to begin again.  

 

 

Submitted by Carol Horton 

An Easter Reflection 
 

By John O'Donohue 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
10am Streaming Worship 
11am Zoom Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 Maundy Thursday 2 Good Friday 3
service on YouTube with Episcopalian broadcast 12-2pm

from their church. 12pm Drive-thru Easter Experience

Lenten Word - Betrayal Lenten Word - Suffering
4 Easter Sunday 5 6 7 8 9 10

2:30pm Finance

Lenten Word - New Life
11 12 13 14 15 16 17

10am Bible Study

4pm B & G 5pm Deacons 5:30pm Session
Dan on Vacation

18 19 20 21 22 Earth Day 23 24
10am Bible Study

25 Earth Day Service 26 27 28 29 30
10am Bible Study

7pm Women's Book Club

Overeaters Anonymous Fireside Room 12pm-1pm         Mon
Overeaters Anonymous Fireside Room 7pm-8pm           Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri
AA Keep It Real Sanctuary 8am-9am    Tues, Thurs, Sat

Weekly Building Schedule

Susan on Vacation

Dan on Vacation



First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker       Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net  Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch wendy@mcanin.ch 

Treasurer: Jill Turner fpcashland@gmail.com 

Ruling Elders on Session: Jim Holloway, John Wren, Sam Alvord, Dennis Slattery, Cathy Gerbracht, Brian Almquist 

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Deacons:  Pat Alvord, Debbie Miller, Ruth Ralls, Rick Herst, Paul Lewis, Denise Deneaux, Sandra Slattery, Sue Sager 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 626 
service requested 
Dated material 
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