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I just closed my office door after 

joking with our office manager,  

Susan, that I was going to “write the 

perfect pastor’s column to make it all 

better. . . .”  I cannot actually promise 

that. I can, however, try to keep us 

grounded in God and Spirit during 

these crazy times. First I just want to 

say that as a fellow human being,  

I’ve never experienced anything 

quite like this. Second, let me also 

say things are likely to get much 

more difficult before they get better. 

This is the time, friends, to hold dear 

to faith, to practice prayer on a regu-

lar basis, and to keep grounded in 

God’s hope. That is not easy to do in 

such times of social distancing and 

virtual worship services. 

Let me suggest that you pray  

daily and regularly for a while. There 

are some wonderful, well-written 

prayers out there I would be happy 

to share with you. If you need some 

spiritual counsel or guidance, please 

email  or text me  (my number is in 

the church directory), as Susan and I 

will be working from home once our  

office closes on Tuesday, March 24. 

Here are some comforting  

passages, which I hope can bring you 

some peace of mind, to trust in God 

as we drag ourselves through this 

time in the valley of the shadow of 

death (Psalm 23): 
 Psalm 23 is a really good one. 

You may think it is  

reserved for funerals, 

but it applies so well to 

our current situation! 

 Psalm 119:114—

“You are my hiding place 

and my shield, God.” 

 Jeremiah 

29:11—“For I know the 

plans I have for you, de-

clares God. Plans to 

prosper you and not harm you. Plans 

to give you hope and a future.” 

 Ecclesiastes 3:1-8—“For  

everything there is a season. . . .” (Be 

careful with Ecclesiastes—the book 

tells it like it is, and the author strug-

gled with darkness and light. Perhaps 

that validates our feelings when we 

feel the same way? It is scripture,  

after all! ) 

 Deuteronomy 31:6—“Be 

strong and courageous; have no fear 

or dread of them, because God goes 

with you; God will not fail nor  

forsake you.” 

 John 1:5—“A light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness has 

not overcome it.” 

 Hebrews 11:1—“Faith is the 

assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not yet seen.” 

These are a few of the many  

passages in scripture that can keep 

us grounded, especially after we 

have watched the news. (And I  

encourage you to watch the news in 

small doses, but don’t overdo it, in 

light of such difficult times.) 

 I also want to encourage you to 

reach out to friends and family  

members, especially at times like 

these! Although we are called to 

self-isolate” by our leaders, we still 
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By Susan Coghill 

During these uncertain times we 

still need to have routine and  

consistency. To that end, mailing 

your pledges to the church (instead 

of dropping them in the offering 

plate), while a small change, can still 

be part of your “church life.” 

If you don’t want to have to get 

stamps for the mail, you can use your 

on-line banking “bill pay” to send the 

check to the church. Set this up 

through your own bank. 

We also invite you to try elec-

tronic contributions. Signing up is as 

simple as going to our church web-

site (www.firstpresashland.org) and 

clicking on the “dollar sign” button in 

the upper right of the page or the 

“give online” under “contact us.” 

Once there, you can register to set up 

an account, and you can then give 

online. 

You all may not be aware, but the 

church has lost all of our rental  

income for the foreseeable future, 

which is another reason why your 

pledges are so important. 

Please do not forget the deacons, 

who are making sure everyone is 

okay during this difficult time. 

 

The Dialogue 
 Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the May issue. Please submit by Thursday, April 23.  Email 

(preferred) to huntermarcia@gmail.com      Marcia Hunter, editor 

need human contact. I have instruct-

ed the deacons to reach out on a  

regular basis to their parishes and 

share God’s hope and love. Call, 

write, email or text me! I promise to 

respond and check in with you per-

sonally. 

I also hope you will join us as we 

virtually worship together for the 

next few weeks. It isn’t the same as 

actually being together, but it is the 

closest thing we have for now. There 

is information in the Dialogue on 

how to connect to the service via 

YouTube. You can even interact with 

us live and type in messages before 

and during the service! 

Here is a quote that is keeping 

me grounded, in addition to all the 

things I have listed above: it’s from 

award-winning author, feminist, and 

social justice activist, L. R. Knost,  the 

founder and director of the chil-

dren's rights advocacy and family 

consulting group, Little Hearts/

Gentle Parenting Resources.  She 

writes, “Life is amazing. And then it's 

awful. And then it's amazing again. 

And in between the amazing and  

awful it's ordinary and mundane and 

routine. Breathe in the amazing, hold 

on through the awful, and relax and 

exhale during the ordinary. That's 

just living heartbreaking, soul-

healing, amazing, awful, ordinary 

life. And it's breathtakingly beauti-

ful.”  Wise words about life. 

Until the light comes, my sisters 

and brothers, 

 

 

Also, here is a beautiful poem and prayer I am using to remind 

me that, eventually, the light will come. This was written by Eliza-

beth Fitting. 

 

I cannot tell you from whence the light will come in these dark times. 

But the blessing you seek will only come when you follow the  

labyrinth way into your heart,  

Into the dark, into the questions that await you. 

They will lead you forward like a pilgrim whose vow is to stay faithful 

to the next step. 

Then the blessing you have so long asked for will suddenly appear: the 

blessing that tells you, “You are beloved.” 

Then you will carry the light, and your presence 

Will illumine these dark times into healing. 

Alternative methods for giving during the Covid-19 crisis 

Pastor (cont. from page 1) 
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By Susan Coghill and Jim Holloway    

       Since regular worship services 

have been suspended through at 

least April 12 due to concerns over 

the Covid-19 virus, we are now 

streaming our sanctuary services on 

YouTube.  

If you want to see the sermon 

live, you can watch it on YouTube. 

There are several  ways to get there. 

 Go to YouTube  

(https://www.youtube.com) and 

then search within YouTube   

using the key words  “Ashland Pres.” 

You will see a num-

ber of results but 

choose the one with 

this logo. 

 Or click or copy this link to 

get to our page:  https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UCmH-

vOoX92NDllyG8xHwE3A   

 Or you can go to the church 

website (firstpresashland.org) and, 

in the first announcement, click the 

button that says “click here.” 

 Or you can wait until about 

9:45 a.m. on Sunday morning, when 

Jim Holloway will send out a link via 

email to everyone whose email ad-

dress is on file.  (If you wish to get a 

text  message instead, please let the 

office know.) 

         We plan to start streaming 

at 9:50 or sooner. If you have the 

page open before we start streaming, 

you will need to refresh (reload) the 

page after we start the streaming. Or 

you can wait until a little after 9:50 

to start watching. To find the service 

that is streaming look for the picture 

labeled “live.” If you have any trou-

ble, send Jim a text or an email. 

Send prayer requests before the 

service by email to Dan or via the 

chat room ( you will need a YouTube 

account for this), a box at the bottom 

of the page. Rev Fowler will see your  

prayer requests if you send them 

before the service starts. 

If you aren’t able to watch the 

service live, you can always go back 

and view it later.  

 

Sanctuary services  being broadcast  live on YouTube 

By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

Session met on Sunday, March 15 

to plan our church’s response to the 

current emergency. They discussed 

how to provide for our members and 

conduct church services while abid-

ing by the current virus outbreak  

restrictions. 

Session agreed unanimously that 

we should suspend regular Sunday 

worship services through April 12 

and then decide on April 13 whether 

to extend the shut-down or not.  

Pastor Dan will give us weekly  

assessments of where we are. We 

will celebrate Easter together when-

ever it is safe to do so. 

In the meantime, worship will 

continue in a new format—online at 

10 o’clock through live streaming. 

Dan will plan a 30-40 minute service, 

with Laurie Ann at the piano, a lay 

reader, and the ability for viewers to 

send prayer requests through the 

chat room on the video feed or by 

text . Jim Holloway and Scott Hunter 

will provide the tech support to 

make this happen. 

Session decided that we will  

continue to pay all staff, regardless  

of whether they are at work or not 

through April 12.  Members are  

welcome to use the website or mail 

to keep their pledges up-to-date. 

Deacons will touch base with 

people on a regular basis and may  

be asking other members to help.  

We will need to reach out more  

frequently to church members by 

computer and phone during this 

time.  

In other action, Session approved 

a purchase of a new desk, office chair 

and small table for Dan’s office. 

Session will meet online or by 

email on April 13 to reassess the 

worship situation. The next regular 

meeting will be April 16 at 5:30. We 

have approval from Cascades  

Presbytery to conduct session busi-

ness remotely via Zoom or Skype.  

 

 

Session members meet to plan Coronavirus response 

From the desk  

of Susan Coghill 
Just so everyone is aware, I am 

taking vacation time the week of 

April 20-24.  If you need something 

done, please contact me before this 

date or wait until a few days after I 

get back so I can get caught up.   

If the office is open by then and 

anyone is interested in answering 

the office phone from 9 a.m.-noon 

any of those days, please call the 

office and let me know. 
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Well, have you gone nuts yet?  

I sat down to write this and 

thought I heard a rat in the wall.  We 

don’t have rats, so you can see I am 

just a tiny bit paranoid. It turned out 

it was Patsy in our guest room closet 

rooting around from a ladder scrub-

bing a shelf that is so high up neither 

of us can reach it and we don’t store 

things there.  Next, she took on a 

“deep” cleaning of the refrigerator, 

unearthing from a long-forgotten 

crisper, withered potatoes with pale 

tentacles strangling a chunk of fruit 

cake gone missing since Christmas 

Eve.  

She is not the only one around 

here who goes full-blown obsessive 

compulsive with a cleaning jones 

that won’t stop when we are exiled.   

I escaped the ammonia and bleach 

fumes by taking up residence in my 

woodshop.  My ostensible excuse 

was I needed to think about an  

inspiring message to offer Dialogue’s 

readers which will pass muster with 

editor Hunter.  As if I had been in a 

trance, three hours later I realized I 

had been vacuuming saw dust with 

the aggression of a middle lineback-

er.  

My grandma, Evelyn Williams 

Alvord (1893-1978), who along with 

my father, raised my three brothers 

and me from my birth until five years 

old, used to say of something that 

broke down: “It’s on the fritz.”  I had 

not thought of that phrase in  

decades, but suddenly it popped into 

my head as I polished my collection 

of screw drivers.   

Our society has gone on the fritz.  

Grandma also never slowed down as 

a Matthew 25 stalwart.  She saw lots 

of breakdowns and yet preached 

endless gratitude and faith in God.  

She taught me to sing along as she 

played on the piano: 

When amid life’s struggles you are 

tempest tossed. . . 

Count your many blessings one by one. 

Well that old chorus came to 

mind, and I started to attack my  

neurosis by humming it and then my 

nominee for the most efficacious civil 

servant  in the history of the U.S., 

Frances Perkins (1880-1965), 

popped into my head.  She was FDR’s 

Secretary of Labor for his entire 

twelve-year administration.  Madam 

Secretary Perkins grew up in a 

household of Congregationalists in 

Lawrence, Massachusetts, graduated 

from Mount Holyoke and found her 

calling as a social worker under the 

tutelage of Jane Addams. As a young 

woman, she decided to join the Epis-

copal Church and found in that  

communion was the foundation of a 

faith that acts in the cause of giving a 

helping hand to the poor and needy. 

She was the first person  

Roosevelt appointed to his cabinet.  

When he interviewed her, she  

arrived at his home weeks before his 

inauguration with a list of projects 

she wanted to pursue, and  she  

announced she would not accept his 

invitation unless he supported her 

causes: 

  Forty-hour work week 

  A minimum wage 

  Workers’ compensation 

  Unemployment compensation 

  Federal law banning child labor 

  Direct federal aid for unemploy-

ment relief 

  Social Security 

  Univer-

sal health 

insurance 

FDR 

gulped 

and said, 

“Nothing like this has ever been done 

in the United States before; you 

know that don’t you?”  Of course, she 

did, as she had spent the previous 

thirty years running non-profits in 

Philadelphia and New York City  

committed to ending human traffick-

ing, unsafe working conditions, child 

labor, and racial discrimination and 

fighting to win the vote and equal 

pay for women. 

When she left the Labor Depart-

ment, most of her goals had become 

law.  Along the way she also pushed 

for the Civilian Conservation Corp, 

the GI Bill, end of racial discrimina-

tion in the armed forces, and the 

Marshall Plan to restore Europe after 

the war. Upon leaving her post as 

Labor Secretary in 1945, she confid-

ed in her friend, Supreme Court  

Justice, Felix Frankfurter, this bene-

diction that I offer all of us as we deal 

with the present crisis: 

“I came to work for God, FDR and 

the millions of forgotten, plain,  

common working people. The last 

conversation . . . I had with FDR was 

of such a nature that I could say with 

the Psalmist, ‘My cup runneth  over 

and surely goodness and mercy shall 

follow me.’”  

If it turns out we get a check in 

the mail from Uncle Sam,  thank God 

and St. Frances and consider passing 

it forward.  Our church is a good 

choice to make sure money we may 

not need goes to those who do. 

 

Let’s See 

Thank You, St. Frances    By Sam Alvord 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS  

16 – Marilyn MacLean 

18 – Steve Hoxmeier 

23 - Rich Kaplan 

23 – Abby Fowler 

25 – Dennis Slattery 

26 - Kathy Sager 

28 – Betty Barger 

29 - Pat Gaulke 

29 - RuthAnn Almquist 

29 - Jerry Freed 

By Elaine Morgan 

This year First Presbyterian 

Church of Ashland will receive the 

One Great Hour of Sharing special 

offering two weeks after we are able 

to worship together 

again.  In the mean-

time, please continue 

to fill your fish banks. 

We will “fish” for them 

when we return. 

“You shall be called 

repairers of the 

breach.” Thus Isaiah 58 asks us to 

provide relief from natural disasters, 

food for the hungry, and support for 

the poor and oppressed. 

Around the world, millions of 

people lack access to sustainable food 

sources, clean water, sanitation, 

education, and opportunity.  The 

three programs supported by One 

Great Hour of Sharing—Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian 

Hunger Program, and Self Develop-

ment of People—all work in different 

ways to serve individuals and  

communities in need.  From initial 

disaster response to ongoing commu-

nity development, their work fits  

together to provide people with safe-

ty, sustenance, and hope.   

      Each gift to One Great Hour of 

Sharing (OGHS) helps to improve the 

lives of people in these challenging 

situations.  The offering provides us a 

way to share God’s love 

with our neighbors in 

need.  In fact OGHS is 

the single, largest way 

that Presbyterians come  

together every year to 

work for a better world. 

Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance receives 32% of the funds 

raised and works alongside commu-

nities and refugees as they recover 

and find hope after the devastation of 

natural or human-caused disasters. 

Presbyterian Hunger Program 

receives 36% of the funds raised,  

taking action to alleviate hunger and 

care for creation. 

Self-Development of People uses 

32% of the funds raised to invest in 

communities, responding to their  

experiences of oppression, poverty 

and injustice, while educating Pres-

byterians about the impact of these 

issues. 
 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing provides relief 

By Rabbi Yosef Kanefsky 

       Every hand that we don’t 

shake must become a phone call 

that we place. 

       Every embrace that we avoid 

must become a verbal expression 

of warmth and concern. 

       Every inch and every foot that 

we physically place between  

ourselves and another must  

become a thought as to how we 

might be of help to that other, 

should that need arise. 

 

Submitted by Carol Horton 
 

A different take on 

social distancing  

       Both Elsie Nelson Circle 

and Westminster Circle are 

cancelled for now.   

        Stay home and be well.  

The circles will gather again 

as soon as this has passed.   

By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club is  

currently choosing books for the 

coming year, so we don’t have a title 

for our April book yet.  Members will 

receive the entire schedule of books 

and venues by email after our online 

voting and sign-ups have been  

completed. 

Also on hold for awhile is our 

much-anticipated viewing of the 

movie “Shadowlands” at Barb Street’s 

house.  Once we feel sure it’s okay to 

gather in groups again, this will be a 

priority. 

In the meantime, happy reading 

everybody.  You may have more  

reasons than usual to curl up with a 

good book—as if you needed a  

reason! 

Book Club members reading at home 



Page 6                                        Dialogue 

 Winter shelter volunteers enjoy their role 
By the shelter volunteers 

        Many members and friends of 

First Presbyterian have volunteered 

time, treasure, and love to meet the 

needs of our city's homeless neigh-

bors this season at the overnight 

shelter on East Main Street.  

Presbyterians and others made 

the sacrifice of sleeping on the  

double decker cots overnight at the 

shelter. John Wren was there many 

Monday nights.  Shirley Patton and 

Sue Sager took their turns.   

Kathy Sager coordinated the 

Monday night servers and spent 

many evenings serving the food,  

often with Karen Amarotico.  Using 

prepared food left over from the SOU 

dining facility and stored in the Food 

Bank’s freezer, volunteers were able 

to provide great meals while still 

abiding by the “no cooking” rule.  

Trish Styer made a couple of deli-

cious Mexican casseroles using left-

over beans and rice from Big Al’s  

restaurant, saved and frozen by Scott 

Hunter. Joanne and Coz Costantino, 

Connie King, Lori Freed, and Carolyn 

Wetzel also helped out. 

Kathy enjoyed seeing the famil-

iar faces every week, joking around 

with them, listening to what was  

going on in their lives and what they 

were working towards. The guests 

were always so appreciative of the 

hot food and thankful that we cared 

enough to be there, faithfully every 

Monday night and Tuesday morning. 

Volunteering has been a gift to all 

who participated. 

Bill Sager washed the dishes  

every Monday night and every Tues-

day morning.  He was a consistent 

grounding presence. And he was 

even called on at times to dispense 

bandaids and medical support when 

needed. 

Marcia 

Hunter coor-

dinated the 

Tuesday 

morning 

crew. Volun-

teers (some 

from our 

church,  

others from 

the communi-

ty) took turns 

picking up food at the Food Bank or 

grocery store and showing up at 6 

a.m. to serve a simple breakfast.  

Special thanks to Trisha and Larry 

Mullinix, who donated a toaster. 

Denise Deneaux and Barbara Broad-

bent also helped out.  

The highlight for Marcia was 

meeting the people at the shelter, 

both guests and helpers. Chatting 

over breakfast about the weather,  

music, interesting life events, recent 

breakthroughs or set-backs, health 

issues, and —for heaven’s sake, 

where does one hang out all day in 

the winter??— helped guests to  

unload some of their joys and  

concerns. 

Trisha and Larry Mullinnix  

volunteered many Tuesday morn-

ings from 6-8 a.m. to support shelter 

residents.  Trisha says, “Hoping that 

we could make their lives a little  

better, we had no clue about the  

impact it would make in our lives. 

We made new friends and received 

smiles of appreciation. We made 

multiple pots of coffee, filled up milk 

and sugar dispensers, and put out 

trays of fruit and pastries. There are 

so many people and personalities in 

such a small space, yet everyone was 

respectful and appreciative. We now 

better understand the work involved 

in creating the shelter and resources 

available to help our homeless  

community. Since we know a lot of 

their names, when we meet on the 

street, we can wave and smile, 

knowing that we have the begin-

nings of a new friendship. The  

opportunity to participate has crys-

tallized our understanding of the 

need for inclusion. We wish that for 

everyone.” 

And, finally, according to Bill and 

Sue Sager, “All of us involved in this 

program were  truly providing a 

home for the homeless. If nighttime 

water, security, shelter, food and 

shared personal associations within 

a structured, disciplined, caring and 

trusted space, where you can rest, 

eat, sleep, and store your belongings 

every day is not a home, I don't 

know of a better definition for the 

word. 

  “We celebrate the brilliance and 

the miracle that occurred in front of 

our very eyes—a simple response by 

those called by faith, hope, and love 

to care enough to act, to pray, and to 

believe with the help of our living 

Christ that they could attempt to 

mitigate this social problem that 

plagues our cities and our communi-

ty.  Ashland came together to answer 

that imperative of our risen Lord: to 

create a loving space for our home-

less neighbors. (cont. next page) 
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Anniversary party planned for Dee and Dick Copple 
I am Sally Copple Willis, Dick and Dee Copple’s 

daughter. I am asking for your help with a memory 

book in honor of their 60th anniversary on June 18.  

My sisters and I are planning a celebration on July 3 in  

Ashland.  

 We’re asking you to contribute to the book of  

memories, which will be presented at the celebration.  

It would be great to receive notes, well wishes, funny 

stories, photos, etc. to include in this book. Please don’t 

mention this gift to them (just the book is a surprise, 

not the party). 

 Some examples of things to send: 

 A note saying hi or Happy Anniversary 

 A story with Dick and Dee that brings a smile 

to your face, or something they did that brought mean-

ing to your life, or a story of how you met. Yes, these 

can be embarrassing for them or you! 

 Photos, new or old, of you and Dick and/or 

Dee. 

 How to get your memories to me: 

1. E-mail: send notes or photos to sallywillis 

@yahoo.com 

2. Mail: 207 Northshore Rd, Lake Oswego, OR 

97034.  Let me know if you’d like something returned.  

3. Call or text: I can take notes over the phone; 

email me for the phone number, please. 

Please send your items to me by June 1. 

 If you will be in Ashland on July 3, we could also 

use some help with the party.  Please let me know if you 

would like to assist in any way. 

 Finally, feel free to contact me if you have ideas 

about how we can best celebrate Dick and Dee.  If you 

know someone who did not receive this, please forward 

this message to them.  

 Thank you so much, and I look forward to hearing 

from you. 

  

 Sally Willis 

“Our risen Lord still performs His 

miracles right here in Ashland. You 

must have eyes to see, ears to hear, 

and hearts acting in love for your 

neighbors.” 

 

An Easter Miracle 
(a poem by Bill, inspired by Edgar  

Albert Guest) 

 

 Somebody said that it couldn't be 

done.  

But they, with the Lord at their side, 

Would never say it couldn't be done, 

Least-ways, not ‘til they tried.   

 

They buckled right in with a trace of a 

grin.  

 By golly! They went right to it. 

 And they tackled the job that couldn't 

be done, 

 And God's heavenly angels helped 

them do it! 

Shelter (cont. from page 6) Your Hearts Will Be Full of Joy 

Daily meditation by Henri Nouwen  

Whereas patience is the mother of expectation, it is expectation itself 

that brings new joy to our lives.  Jesus not only made us look at our 

pains, but also beyond them.  “You are sad now, but I shall see you again 

and your hearts will be full of joy.”  

A man or woman without hope in the future cannot live creatively in 

the present. The paradox of expectation indeed is that those who believe 

in tomorrow can better live today, that those who expect joy to come out 

of  sadness can 

discover the 

beginnings of a 

new life in the 

center of the 

old, that those 

who look  

forward to the  

returning Lord 

can discover 

him already in 

their midst.  

 

Submitted by 

Carol Horton 



Haiku corner 

 

Loaded with pollen, 

bee struggles to reach next bloom. 

Pays for her nectar. 

 

By Poet  Robb Grover 
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And when fear comes to the door bringing flowers 

acting as if it’s a friend, 

it’s okay to not want to let it in. 

It’s okay to lock the door— 

it’ll make you feel as if you’re doing something. 

Fear will enter anyway. 

At least it won’t expect a hug. 

It won’t wash its hands, 

not even when you ask nicely. 

And it is more contagious than any virus— 

spreads without sneezes or coughs. 

 

 

 

 

It won’t leave when you ask, but 

there are ways to make it quieter— 

like inviting a few others to join you, 

preferably gratitude, compassion, love, 

kindness, vulnerability. These friends 

always come when asked, wearing 

the loveliest perfume. They change 

the conversation, the way lemon 

and honey change the bitter tea. 

They remind you who you are, 

invite you to look out the window 

and see how beautiful the world is, 

when the shadows are long. 

 

By Rosemerry  Wahtola Trommer 

 

When Fear Shows Up 

 During these times of uncertainty, may this poem bring you peace, as our community joins 

together to find ways to support each other.  Dan 
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1 John 3 Good News Translation  
Children of God 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

 

See how much the Father has 

loved us! His love is so great that we 

are called God's children—and so, in 

fact, we are. This is why the world 

does not know us: it has not known 

God. My dear friends, we are now 

God's children, but it is not yet clear 

what we shall become. But we know 

that when Christ appears, we shall be 

like him, because we shall see him as 

he really is. Everyone who has this 

hope in Christ keeps himself pure, 

just as Christ is pure. 

Whoever sins is guilty of break-

ing God's law, because sin is a break-

ing of the law. You know that Christ 

appeared in order to take away 

sins, and that there is no sin in 

him. So everyone who lives in union 

with Christ does not continue to sin; 

but whoever continues to sin has 

never seen him or known him. 

Let no one deceive you, my chil-

dren! Whoever does what is right is 

righteous, just as Christ is right-

eous. Whoever continues to sin  

belongs to the Devil, because the 

Devil has sinned from the very begin-

ning. The Son of God appeared for 

this very reason, to destroy what the 

Devil had done. 

Those who are children of God do 

not continue to sin, for God's very 

nature is in them; and because God is 

their Father, they cannot continue to 

sin. Here is the clear difference  

between God's children and the  

Devil's children: those who do not do 

what is right or do not love others 

are not God's children. 

 

Love One Another 

The message you heard from the 

very beginning is this: we must love 

one another. We must not be like 

Cain; he belonged to the Evil One and 

murdered his own brother Abel. Why 

did Cain murder him? Because the 

things he him-

self did were 

wrong, and 

the things his 

brother did 

were right. 

So do not 

be surprised, my friends, if the peo-

ple of the world hate you. We know 

that we have left death and come 

over into life; we know it  

because we love others. Those who 

do not love are still under the power 

of death. Those who hate others are 

murderers, and you know that  

murderers do not have eternal life in 

them. This is how we know what 

love is: Christ gave his life for us. We 

too, then, ought to give our lives for 

others! If we are rich and see others 

in need, yet close our hearts against 

them, how can we claim that we love 

God? My children, our love should 

not be just words and talk; it must be 

true love, which shows itself in  

action. 

Bible verses for April 

What if you thought of it 

as the Jews consider the Sabbath— 

the most sacred of times? 

Cease from travel. 

Cease from buying and selling. 

Give up, just for now, 

On trying to make the world 

Different than it is. 

Sing. Pray. Touch only those 

To whom you commit your life. 

Center down. 

 

And when your body has become 

still, 

Reach out with your heart. 

Know that we are connected 

In ways that are terrifying and  

beautiful. 

(You could hardly deny it now.) 

 

Know that our lives 

Are in one another’s hands. 

(Surely, that has come clear.) 

Do not reach out your hands. 

Reach out your heart. 

Reach out your words. 

 

Reach out all the tendrils  

of compassion that move, invisibly, 

where we cannot touch. 

 

Promise this world your love— 

for better or for worse, 

in sickness and in health, 

so long as we all shall live. 

Pandemic      By Lynn Ungar 

Submitted by Shirley Patton 



Page 10                                        Dialogue 

If you are looking 

for a blessing, 

do not linger 

here. 

 

Here 

is only 

emptiness, 

a hollow, 

a husk 

where a blessing 

used to be. 

 

This blessing 

was not content 

in its confinement. 

It could not abide 

its isolation, 

the unrelenting silence, 

the pressing stench 

of death. 

So if it is 

a blessing 

you seek, 

open your own 

mouth. 

Fill your lungs 

with the air 

this new 

morning brings 

and then 

release it 

with a cry. 

 

Hear how the blessing 

breaks forth 

in your own voice, 

how your own lips 

form every word 

you never dreamed 

to say. 

 

See how the blessing 

circles back again, 

wanting you to 

repeat it, 

but louder, 

how it draws you, 

pulls you, 

sends you 

to proclaim 

its only word: 

Risen. 

Risen. 

Risen. 

—Jan Richardson 

from Circle of Grace 

Submitted by Carol Horton 

Risen—a poem for Easter Day 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
10am Live Streaming Worship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4

1pm PW Coordinating Team 9am All Church Work Day 
10am Bible Study via email

5  Palm Sunday 6 7 8 9  Maundy Thursday 10  Good Friday 11

9am Bible Study via email 1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 10am Bible Study via email
12pm Blood Drive (CH) 2:30pm Finance

5pm Deacons

12  Easter 13 14 15 16 17 18

10am Westminster Circle
5pm B & G

Session-via email 5:30pm Session-zoom or Skype
19 20 21 22 23  Dialogue Entries Due 24 25

Earth Day 4pm Sean Cleveland's wedding

5pm Rehearsal Dinner (CH)

26 27 28 29 30
10am Dialogue Folding

4pm Vespers Service 7pm Women's Book Club-online 8-12pm PEO Flower Baskets (CH)

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat OLLI Watercolor Matthew 25 Room 10am-1pm                       Mon
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm   1st&3rd Tues
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat  Somantics Matthew 25 Room 11am-1pm                      Thurs
AA Fireside Room 5:30-6:30           Fri Realtors Calvin Hall 8:30am                            Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon SOFA Fireside Room 6:30pm-8:30pm     1st Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri Thai Chi Matthew 25 Room 11am-12pm                       Fri

Weekly Building Schedule

Susan on Vacation



Oaks 

dropping 

acorns. 

Squirrels dashing and stashing. 
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First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker  Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net  Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch wendy@mcanin.ch 

Treasurer: Jill Turner fpcashland@gmail.com 

Ruling Elders on Session: Elaine Morgan, John Wren, Sam Alvord, Tammy Hald, Dennis Slattery, Cathy Gerbracht, Jim Holloway 

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons: Denise Deneaux, Gail Johnson, Pat Alvord, Ruth Ralls, Debbie Miller, Rick Herst, Paul Lewis 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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