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I’ve just come back from two 

weeks of study leave. Thanks for  

allowing me this time away. I went to 

two different conferences, both of 

which had to do with the church  

being in transition.  

My first experience was at the 

Next Church national gathering in 

Baltimore, MD. The overall theme of 

the conference was “The wilderness 

and the dry land shall be glad, the 

desert shall rejoice and blossom; like 

the crocus it shall blossom abundant-

ly, and rejoice with joy and sing-

ing” (Isaiah 35:1). All of the ministers 

who preached used this passage of 

scripture to preach upon. The main 

focus was that new life blooms, even 

in the wilderness. You could say that 

the church (our church and other 

churches all over our nation) are in 

the wilderness right now. Attend-

ance is down. There are few children 

or families in church anymore, and it 

may feel as if we are in the desert, 

stuck in the wilderness, dry and 

parched. And yet, just as flowers and 

plants still bloom in the desert, new 

life still springs forth. God is at work, 

even in the midst of declining 

churches. So look for those blooms of 

new life and give thanks. 

My second week away was at the 

Menucha retreat center in the  

Columbia Gorge. This retreat was put 

on by the Presbytery of the Cascades 

and entitled, “The Transitional 

Church.” This retreat initially  

focused on interim ministry, but it 

was expanded a few years ago to 

suggest that ALL churches are in 

transition, and that all ministry is in 

a time of transition. That isn’t a  

comfortable place to be for any of us. 

In this time of transition, the pastor 

and leaders of a congregation need 

to figure out what needs to be done, 

what needs changing, and what can 

remain. We are in the midst of  

disruptive, discontinuous change— 

the old answers no longer work. The 

church of the Christendom era (1900

-1950’s) is dead, although Christiani-

ty is alive and well, and God is help-

ing it evolve into something new. 

Our hope is to move into this 

time of upheaval and see if we can 

discern where God is leading the 

Christian faith. 

Did any concrete ideas come 

from my two weeks away? Maybe, 

but they are still forming. Did I find 

the seven easy steps to attracting 

young people and children to come 

back to church? No, I did not. But I 

hope to have a leadership retreat 

early this coming fall, led by Renewal 

Ministries, Northwest. The focus of 

this retreat will be, “What is God call-

ing us to? What is God calling us to 

throw out?” In addition, I’ll be intro-

ducing some changes from time to 

time in our worship services and in 

our corporate life as a church, which 

may lead to some times of discom-

fort. 

Time in the wilderness can be 

uncomfortable. But going through 

such times is all part of our faith 

journey. Rev. John Schmidt, one of 

the speakers at the Next Church  

conference said, “Avoiding the  

wilderness can keep us from the will 

of God.”  

So, as we journey together 

through this wilderness, in times of 

discomfort and ease, may we  

constantly look for signs of new life, 

and continually seek out God’s will 

for what the church may become. 
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The Dialogue 
Thanks to all who have 

contributed to the Dialogue.  

Articles are welcome for the May 

issue. Please submit by Thursday, 

April 19. Email (preferred) to 

huntermarcia@gmail.com 

Marcia Hunter, editor 

 

AYC is at our church on April 29.  Pastor Dan is looking for someone 

to provide dinner for our youth group of 10-12 individuals. Please  

contact the church office if you can help (541-482-3536),  or 

revfowler@yahoo.com 

Upcoming events in the life of the church 
 

The last “Facing Racism: A Vision of the Intercultural Community” Bible study will 

be on Wednesday, April 4 at 10 a.m. and Thursday evening, April 5 at 7 p.m. We’ll 

start up a new Bible study in May. 

 

There is no session meeting on April 15, unless there is pressing business. (See 

article on page 3 about the potluck with the temple that day.) 

 

April 22 is Gifts of Women Sunday. You are invited to join us in wor-

ship as we celebrate the gifts of women in 

ministry, at both 8 and 10 a.m. 

 

On April 29 the Danville Girls Honor Choir 

is coming to sing at the 10 a.m. service. Please 

join us for this very special time, certain to be 

full of inspirational singing! 
 

We’ll have ONE combined service on May 6 at 10 a.m., a Taize’ service with lots of music, silence, scripture 

reading, and prayer. 
 

Also on May 6 there will be a long range planning potluck after the 10 o’clock  

service. The Long Range Planning Team will lead us in talking about our congrega-

tion and looking at possibly making some changes in how we do church. Please bring 

a potluck dish to share, and we hope to see ALL of you. Your voice is important! 

Easter worship is April 1 at 8 a.m. in the chapel and 

10 a.m. in the sanctuary. We’ll have a flower cross at 

both services. You are invited to bring a flower from 

your garden at home and place it on the cross as a  

symbol of new life.  

Choir and trumpet will be at the 10 o’clock service, 

AND there will be an Easter egg hunt for the children 

during fellowship time.  

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! 

Celebrate Easter Sunday at First Presbyterian! 
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By Sam Alvord 

The Prayer and Problems group, 

focused on Anne Lamott’s book Help 

Thanks Wow, got off to a strong start. 

We’ll gather each Wednesday at 

6:30 p.m. until April 18. 

 Anyone may join, and it’s not 

necessary to read the book or make 

every meeting.  After a brief intro-

duction to the topic of the evening, 

members share favorite passages 

from the book. Then we gather in 

circles of five or six and spend the 

rest of the hour in conversation and 

listening.   

Maybe you 

have a friend or 

neighbor who is 

church shy? This 

gathering offers a 

comfortable,  

relaxed and stim-

ulating opportuni-

ty to get a sense of 

who we are as a 

community, so feel free to invite  

others to attend.  

Help Thanks Wow provides discussion starters  

 

On April 15 Temple Emek  

Shalom is coming to visit! 

Our Jewish brothers and sisters 

will join us for ONE service at 10 a.m. 

After worship, we’ll gather in Calvin 

Hall to get to know one another  

better and for a potluck, hosted by 

our congregation.   

Here are the dietary restrictions 

to follow, so that our Jewish friends 

can eat without any issues: unless 

you can find kosher prepared meats, 

please keep away from beef or chick-

en. No pork. Prepared fish such as 

smoked salmon or tuna salad, and 

deviled eggs or egg salad are all good 

to bring. Bagels and cream cheese 

and anything vegetarian are okay. 

Please join us for this special  

occasion. 

Temple Emek Shalom coming to visit April 15 

Faith and Flicks 

movie night will be 

held Wednesday 

evening, April 25, 

with a 5:30 potluck, 

followed by a film 

about race. After the 

film, we’ll have a  

discussion on race in 

America and once 

again read through scripture show-

ing God’ s intention for humanity to 

live as a “beloved community.”  

Possible films include: “A Time 

to Kill,” “The Color Purple,” “Cry the 

Beloved Country,” “42,” “Hidden 

Figures,” “Remember the Titans,” 

“South Pacific,” and “The Help.”  

We’ll choose a film together  

prior to the 25th. Please join us! 

Movie night to kick off discussion of race  Men’s Book Club 
planning way ahead 

By David Hall 

The First Presbyterian Men’s 

Book Club is currently reading The 

Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a 

Changing World by Desmond Tutu 

and the Dalai Lama.  We currently 

plan to meet on Thursday, May 17 

at 5:45 p.m. at Smithfield’s Pub and 

Pies to discuss this book. 

 We have also lined up our  

summer reading. So next on the 

docket of books is Killer Angels by 

Michael Shaara (about the battle of 

Gettysburg).  We currently plan to 

meet on Thursday, July 19 at 5:45 

p.m. at Smithfield’s Pub and Pies to 

discuss this book. 

 After that we plan to delve into 

any of the writings of Irish poet/

philosopher John O’Donohue. Our 

Library has Anna Cara (about 

friendship) and Eternal Echoes 

(about the human desire to belong). 

But don’t limit yourselves to only 

these writings. If you find some-

thing else, please read it and share 

your perceptions of any of his 

works.  We currently plan to meet 

on Thursday, Sept. 20 at 5:45 p.m. 

at Smithfield’s Pub and Pies to  

discuss this book.  
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Session notes for March 
By Marcia Hunter (with thanks to 

Margie Lininger, substitute clerk) 

The March session meeting  

began with a report from Brian 

Almquist on the recent Presbytery 

meeting. He commented on the 

young and dynamic leadership of 

Presbytery, the newly appointed  

Advocate for Congregations and Cler-

gy, and the group’s improved finan-

cial situation. 

Session unanimously approved a 

bid to replace the sanctuary boiler.  

Administration and Finance com-

mittee is planning a Legacy  

Giving and Stewardship program on 

Sept. 29-30 with a presenter from the 

Presbytery: workshop on Saturday, 

stewardship sermon on Sunday. 

Treasurer Trish Styer reported 

the church is on track financially for 

the first two months of the year. 

Jim Holloway has determined the 

steps people need to follow to man-

age the heating system in Calvin Hall, 

and he will share them with the 

Buildings and Grounds Committee 

Jim Holloway and Dan Fowler are 

checking into maintenance of the 

church heaters and alarm system. 

The motion to raise Wendy 

McAninch’s pay by 3%, retroactive to 

Jan. 1, passed. 

In a discussion of who is respon-

sible for purchasing kitchen  

supplies, members agreed that the 

Spring Planning Team should  

purchase supplies as needed. 

Session approved Pastor Dan’s 

request to take time off  March 25-27. 

John Sager will replace Howdy 

Miller as Buildings and Grounds liai-

son to session. 

The clerk reported that thank you 

notes have been received for several 

donations: Syrian American Medical 

Society, $310.27; Friends of Hospice, 

stained glass window; Maslow Pro-

ject, $180.86; Presbyterian Mission 

giving, $305.02. 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

15 - Ben Sager 

16 – Marilyn MacLean 

18 – Steve Hoxmeier 

23 - Rich Kaplan 

23 - Marian Flood (99!) 

23 – Abby Fowler 

23 – Miep Van Cuilenburg 

26 - Kathy Sager 

28 – Betty Barger 

29 - Pat Gaulke 

29 - RuthAnn Almquist 

29 - Jerry Freed 
 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
 

6 – Dan and Marjorie Bulkley 

Winter shelter provides needed community mission 
By Karen Amarotico 

As we are nearing the end of our 

shelter season, I thought it might be 

a good idea to share a few details 

about this challenging task we have 

undertaken. 

This year we saw an increase in 

the number of guests at our winter 

shelter.  Many nights we served  

upwards of 60 guests.  To me, more 

than demonstrating that the need for 

help is not going away, this also indi-

cates that we need to re-examine 

how we address that need. 

During this season, we also saw 

an influx of new volunteers!  Father 

Joel has come many nights with his 

two sons to help serve the meal, and 

often his sons will play the piano 

while the guests eat.  We have also 

had Dr. Chris, his wife, and another 

nurse come every other week to  

administer to the health needs of our 

guests.  That has been truly amazing. 

One idea we are considering is to 

hire a person to be the permanent 

host.  In that way, we can make sure 

that the rules are enforced consist-

ently.  We have already hired a dish-

washer to help with the meal (thank 

you, Mark!), which has been a great 

help to those who volunteer to bring 

food for the dinner! We are also try-

ing to hire someone to clean/patrol 

the grounds so that the preschool is 

not adversely affected. 

The grants we received have  

given us needed funds for this  

mission, and we are considering  

applying for more assistance for next 

year.  There is hope that the city may 

find one location for a permanent 

shelter, but until that is defined, I feel 

we need to be prepared for another 

year. 

Thank you to all who donated 

clothing and food this year. Thanks 

also to the Winter Planning Team for 

the Christmas gifts we offered and to 

the members of the congregation 

who came to sing carols for our 

guests. All of that is appreciated, and 

I am proud to be part of a community 

that follows the teachings of the one 

who loves us all unconditionally. 

Blessings. 
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Our accompanist at 8 o’clock, Tatsiana Asheichyk, 

along with Lisa Nichols, will perform in concert on Sunday, 

April 15 at 4 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church. Donations 

will be accepted, and a portion of proceeds will benefit 

Ashland Emergency Food Bank. Tatsiana is hoping  

members of our church will attend. 

I Corinthians 15:12-28 

Our Resurrection 

       Now, since our message is 

that Christ has been raised 

from death, how can some of 

you say that the dead will not 

be raised to life? If that is true, it means that Christ 

was not raised; and if Christ has not been raised 

from death, then we have nothing to preach and 

you have nothing to believe. More than that, we 

are shown to be lying about God, because we said 

that he raised Christ from death—but if it is true 

that the dead are not raised to life, then he did not 

raise Christ. For if the dead are not raised, neither 

has Christ been raised. And if Christ has not been 

raised, then your faith is a delusion and you are 

still lost in your sins. It would also mean that the 

believers in Christ who have died are lost. If our 

hope in Christ is good for this life only and no 

more, then we deserve more pity than anyone else 

in all the world. 

But the truth is that Christ has been raised 

from death, as the guarantee that those who sleep 

in death will also be raised. For just as death came 

by means of a man, in the same way the rising 

from death comes by means of a man. For just as 

all people die because of their union with Adam, 

in the same way all will be raised to life because of 

their union with Christ. But each one will be 

raised in proper order: Christ, first of all; then, at 

the time of his coming, those who belong to 

him. Then the end will come; Christ will overcome 

all spiritual rulers, authorities, and powers, and 

will hand over the Kingdom to God the Father.  

For Christ must rule until God defeats all  

enemies and puts them under his feet. The last 

enemy to be defeated will be death. For the scrip-

ture says, “God put all things under his feet.” It is 

clear, of course, that the words “all things” do not 

include God himself, who puts all things under 

Christ. But when all things have been placed  

under Christ's rule, then he himself, the Son, will 

place himself under God, who placed all things 

under him; and God will rule completely over all. 

Note from Susan… 

 

I want to thank all of you who sent birthday 

wishes last month. I really do appreciate it.  

 

I also want to thank all of you who let me know 

that you appreciate what I do here. You have no 

idea how much it means to know that you notice. 
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By Marcia Hunter 

The Women’s Book Club is 

reading Juliet’s Nurse: A Novel by 

Lois Leveen for their April selec-

tion.  They will meet at the home of 

Judi Quiett on Monday, April 30 at 

7 p.m. for snacks and discussion. 

Since Romeo and Juliet is play-

ing this season at OSF, we are look-

ing forward to this new take on an 

old story.  A minor character in the 

play becomes the main focus of the 

novel, as the nurse is portrayed as 

a mother grieving the loss of her 

own infant and entering the house-

hold of the powerful “Cappelletti” 

family to become the wet-nurse to 

their newborn baby. 

Amazon’s review states, “By 

turns sensual, tragic, and comic, 

Juliet’s Nurse gives voice to one of 

literature’s most memorable and 

distinctive characters, a woman 

who was both insider and outsider 

among Verona’s wealthy ruling 

class. Exploring the romance and 

intrigue of interwoven loyalties, 

rivalries, jealousies, and losses only 

hinted at in Shakespeare’s play, 

this is a never-before-heard tale of 

the deepest love in Verona—the 

love between a grieving woman 

and the precious child of her 

heart.” 

Two women’s circles to meet in April 
By Marilyn Mobley 

Elsie Nelson Circle will meet 

at the home of Darlene Saunders 

on April 9, at 1 p.m. We will be 

studying Lesson 8 of our Study 

Guide Cloud of Witnesses. In this 

lesson "In Community with the 

Household of Faith" we will exam-

ine the motif of "house" as in “the 

house of God.” 

 Visitors are always welcome. 

By Barbara Marsh 

Westminster Circle will be 

meeting at the home of Gayle  

Vincent on April 19 at 10 a.m.   

After fellowship, coffee, tea and 

treats, we will dive into Chapter 7 

of our Horizon Study Guide, Cloud 

of Witnesses.  We will focus on God's 

sabbath rest, where we find hope 

and support for the future, as well 

as our current situation. 

Please read Hebrews 3, 4, 6 and 

11 and Psalm 95. 

We will be anxious to hear 

about our friends' spring, Easter 

and wedding trips and our recent 

exchange visits with Temple Emek 

Shalom.  Please call Barbara Marsh 

for more information. 

Women’s Book Club 
reading Juliet’s Nurse 
for April selection 

Haiku Corner 

One dog needs pulling 

Another drags her owner 

Canine opinions. 

By “Poet” Robb Grover 
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Dear friends, 

What a joy to be back in Leh, 

Ladakh after a two-year absence. For 

awhile I was not sure we would 

make it: our first flight was cancelled 

due to computer problem, the  

reroute landed in London but steer-

ing mechanism prevented taxiing to 

the terminal, so we missed another 

flight; we finally got to Leh but our 

luggage did not.  But, as of March 27, 

we are finally all together!  

 Yesterday we spent part of the 

day at the nearby village of the guest 

house manager, a delightful young 

lady whose father worked in the  

Animal Husbandry department here 

for 41 years.  Unfortunately, many 

people were away, so we did not 

treat many animals this time. Tomor-

row we leave for Matho, the large 

village about 40 minutes east of here 

where we will work until Saturday 

afternoon, then return to be ready 

for Easter service Sunday morning.   

Then we will take the bus out to 

the township of Khalse, 77 miles 

from here, about a 3-hour trip.  We 

hope to find a ride from there to 

Wanla and Skindyam, the villages we 

have enjoyed serving in the past.  

After that, we will need to find a 

translator for the last villages SW of 

here along the Zansgar River. 

I don't want to bore you with  

repeats of stories from other trips, so 

I will focus this letter on a particular 

aspect of the place. Since many 

changes are taking place in Leh that 

are both disturbing and inevitable, 

that will be the subject of this chap-

ter.    

Leh town is old--it is mentioned 

as a stop on the Silk Road and has 

probably been inhabited for nearly 

1000 years.  Mud bricks are the 

building blocks, framed by poplar 

trunks.  The ceilings are layers of 

poplars (or cottonwood), from the 

lowest posts about 10-inch diameter 

to tightly placed 2-inch diameter 

branches laid crossways.  These 

trees are grown in abundance and 

harvested, not cut down but severely 

pruned every few years.  Because of 

this construction, the old buildings 

were no more than two floors, with 

several rooms in each house.  

Commercial buildings are small, only 

a garage door wide.  The old pictures 

from the 1880s, when cameras were 

first in use, show the bazaar almost 

exactly as we observed it our first 

times here. 

Today:  this area, fairly safe polit-

ically and geographically for trek-

king, is very popular in summer for 

mostly European and Israeli hikers 

and has become a destination for 

winter Nordic skiing.  In addition, it 

has been discovered by the sub-

continent Indians who come to see 

this part of their country (Ten years 

ago at the Delhi airport no one knew 

where Leh was!).   

So, instead of the smaller guest 

houses that began as an extra room 

rented out, now innumerable — I 

mean many! — hotels are either  

under construction (weather just 

recently warmed enough to allow 

workers) or are completed.  These 

are large buildings, four to five  

stories, taking all the tillable land 

inside the city and obscuring the 

awesome view of the mountains 

from everywhere except roof-

tops.  The guests in these lodges will 

not taste the historic Ladakh; instead 

they demand running water, heated 

rooms and continental cuisine.  We 

understand that many property  

owners take out large loans for these 

projects, but the main tourist season 

is only from May to  

September, so debts 

must be recouped in 

a short time.  Leh has 

no zoning, no building codes and  

only recently a sewer system.  Water 

is from wells, but with warming  

climate, the aquifers will not be  

restored as quickly as they are 

drained. Full disclosure, ala NPR:  

Siala, the guest house where we stay, 

now has a radiator in each room to 

ward off the chill (we still wear light 

jackets inside), hot water so no more 

bucket showers, and several more 

rooms, including an underground 

breakfast room. 

I mentioned a couple years ago 

that whole blocks of old structures 

have been torn down to make second 

lanes for autos, so numerous now 

that we saw a traffic cop at the main 

roundabout!  The old mosque at the 

end of the bazaar, built in 1666, is 

being demolished. 

Main Street (the bazaar) was  

totally torn up in 2015 to put in the 

sewer lines, and the two blocks were 

lined with colorful pavers, benches 

and planter boxes and closed to all 

traffic.  Actually, that is a positive 

change, as people can walk about 

without jumping out of the path of 

cars.  Now other streets are dug up 

for the lines; no barriers, so one must 

watch his step to avoid a fast trip 

down 20 feet.   

Well, this is enough for one  

letter; I hope not too much. We wish 

you all a wonderful Easter as we  

celebrate the resurrection of our 

Lord and the hope of eventual 

peace. We love letters, so write 

whenever you have a minute. 

Hugs to all, 

Howdy and Debbie 

Telling our Stories: Millers’ veterinary mission to India 



Regular Sunday Schedule      
8am Chapel Worship 
9am Pony Espresso
10am Sanctuary Worship 
11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1  Easter Sunday 2 3 4 5 6 7 Passover Ends

New Members Join 6:30pm Prayer & Problems(CH)

11am-12:30pm OLLI Aging(N) 10am-1pm Women w/Wings (CH)
7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH) 10-11am Bible Study 7-8pm Bible Study 1-3pm OLLI Improve (FR)

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Birthday Sunday

1pm Elsie Nelson Circle 9:30am Admin & Finance 2:30pm Deacons
6:30pm Prayer & Problems(CH)

5pm B & G 11am-12:30pm OLLI Aging(N) 10am-1pm Women w/Wings (CH)
7:30pm Winter Shelter (CH) 7am-3pm Garden Club (CH) 1-3pm OLLI Improve (FR)

15 Combined Service 16 17 18 19 Dialogue Entries Due 20 21
Temple Emek Shalom to 10am  Westminster Circle 7pm Women with Wings
join us in worship 11am-12:30pm OLLI Aging(N)
Potluck at Fellowship 1-3pm OLLI Improve (FR) 1-3pm Birchwood HOA (FR)

6:30pm Prayer & Problems(CH) 2pm-? Women w/Wings set up All Day-Women w/Wings set up
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Gift of Women Sunday 10-12pm American Title (CH) 10am Dialogue Folding

11am-12:30pm OLLI Aging(N)

5:30pm Faith and Flicks w/potluck 1-3pm OLLI Improve (FR)
29 30
Danville Girls Choir

AYC 10am Blood Drive

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat          Realtors                         Calvin Hall 8:30am - 9:30am         Thurs
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri          OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm 1st & 3rd Tues
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat          OLLI Watercolor Nursery 10am-1pm                      Fri
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri
AA Workshop Fireside Room 11am -12pm     Sat

Weekly Building Schedule



 

First Presbyterian Church 
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Ashland, OR 97520 
Return service requested 
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 First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker       Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch wendy@mcaninch.ch 

Treasurer: Trish Styer pfcashland@gmail.com  

Ruling Elders on Session: Jill Turner, Howdy Miller, Linda Purdom, Jim Holloway, John Sager, Elaine Morgan, John Wren  

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons: Gail Johnson, Ruth Ralls, Debbie Miller, Wendy Ray, Rick Herst, Judi Quiett, Sook -Ja Hansen, Katy Slyt 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 
 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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