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Is it time to tinker with Sunday worship services? 
My father spent a lot of time in 

his garage, especially as he got older. 

He had all sorts of projects he liked 

to occupy his time with

––making carts, fixing 

doors, making garden 

carts, working on 

clocks. He had a bunch 

of tool sets, saws of all 

kinds including a table 

saw and band saw, tons 

of pieces of metal, lots 

of hinges, pieces of wood, cans full of 

nuts and bolts, boxes of doorknobs, 

and a lot of other stuff–– all in his 

workshop in his garage, all of which 

was a lot of work to clean out upon 

his death. American Heritage  

Dictionary defines a tinker as,”1. a 

mender of metal household utensils;  

2. to play with machine parts experi-

mentally.” My father was the defini-

tion of a “tinker.”  

I think the Holy Spirit can at 

times be a tinker as well. Beginning 

in Lent, we tinkered with our prayer 

time. We played with some of the 

elements of pray-

er and now have  

a prayer station 

time, followed by 

a pastoral prayer, 

and then we close 

together with the 

Lord’s Prayer.  

It has come to my 

attention that some folks,  although 

they truly appreciate this contempla-

tive time in our services, do miss 

sharing their prayers out loud. So, 

let’s ask the Spirit to tinker a bit and 

try to makessome changes in how 

we pray on Sunday. 

We could have a bidding prayer 

at the end of our contemplative time, 

where I would list a category and 

then invite the congregation to pray 

aloud for that subject. (Oh God, we 

ask for your healing touch upon those 

whom we love and name out loud  

before you now.) But people some-

times get frustrated with that model, 

because they cannot hear the spoken 

prayers of others.  

Another option would be to have 

3x5 cards in the bulletins and ask 

folks to write their requests, which I 

would then share out loud during the 

pastoral prayer time.  Or maybe we 

try to somehow still pass around the 

microphone? 

Over the summer, I would appre-

ciate your input on this part of our 

service, as well as “tinkering 

thoughts” on other parts of worship. 

Let’s continue to explore ways the 

Spirit of God can help us try new 

ways of being. 

In Christ, 

Back Porch Bible Study:  

Wednesday mornings at 10 
We’ll study the passage that will 

be the focus of the following Sunday 

worship service. Join us. Your input 

could help craft the sermon for that 

Sunday!  

We will meet every Wednesday 

in July and the first two in August.   

Summer barbecue social — 

Sunday, July 21 after 10 o’clock 

service.  Look 

for more info to 

follow from the 

summer team. 

Upcoming events in the life of the church 
2—List of church leaders, 

General Assembly, Session, 

Pat Alvord’s award 

3—Book clubs, birthdays, thank 

you notes 

4—Let’s See, Haiku 

5—Presbyterian Women, circles, 

Bible verses 
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The Dialogue 
     Thanks to all who have contributed to the Dialogue.  Articles are 

welcome for the August issue. Please submit by Thursday, July 25 (a 

little later than usual due to summer conflicts).  Email (preferred) to 

huntermarcia@gmail.com 

 Church leaders welcome input  

 

By Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 

Although session was not sched-

uled to meet in June, a special meet-

ing was called for June23.   

At that meeting they considered 

two proposals from the Buildings 

and Grounds Committee.  The first, a 

contract to lay down weed cloth and 

“Beauty Bark” in the areas where 

the junipers had been removed, was 

approved for an estimated cost of 

$3720.   

It was decided to put off the  

second project, parking lot mainten-

ance (repair, fill cracks, seal and 

stripe), until a later date. Since this 

is not an urgent need, it was  

suggested that we plan for this  

major expense in next year’s  

budget.  

Session also accepted the trans-

fer of membership of Linnea Jones 

to a Lincoln, Nebraska church. 

 

Session debates 
projects 

Presbytery of the Cascades is 

seeking applicants for General  

Assembly June 20-27, 2020 in Balti-

more, Maryland. 

There is a new self-nomination 

process by application. Get your  

application today and return it 

by August15, 2019 to be considered 

as a nominee for election at the  

November 2019 Presbytery meeting. 

Elders need an endorsement by their 

session, so plan ahead and follow 

this link to get an application: 
https://www.cascadespresbytery.org/

wp-content/uploads/2019/03/GA-

Commissioners-Application-RULING-

ELDER.pdf  

For more information contact 

Paul Belz-Templeman at 

paul@cascadespresbytery.org or 

call him at 503-720-5392. He is 

standing by, ready to answer your 

questions.  

Are you called to serve as General  

Assembly Commissioner in 2020? 

Session members 

John Sager                              

Jim Holloway 

Elaine Morgan 

John Wren 

Sam Alvord 

Tammy Hald  

Dennis Slattery 

 

Board of Deacons 

Marjorie Lininger  

Wendy Ray  

Rick Herst  

Judi Quiett 

Sook-Ja Hansen 

Katy Slyt  

Pat Alvord 

Ruth Ralls  

Debbie Miller 

  

Long Range Planning Team 

Carolyn Johnson 

John Wren 

Rick Herst 

Eleanor Robison 

Bea Berry 

Tammy Hald 

Kathy Sager 

  

Here is a list of session members, deacons and members of the Long 

Range Planning Team. Their contact information can be found in the 

church directory or by calling the church office (we don’t generally 

print phone numbers in the Dialogue due to privacy concerns).  

Pat Alvord was honored by the Pine-

hurst School District with a Lifetime 

Achievement Award (1976-2019), an 

award invented especially for her! 

https://www.cascadespresbytery.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/GA-Commissioners-Application-RULING-ELDER.pdf
https://www.cascadespresbytery.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/GA-Commissioners-Application-RULING-ELDER.pdf
https://www.cascadespresbytery.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/GA-Commissioners-Application-RULING-ELDER.pdf
https://www.cascadespresbytery.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/GA-Commissioners-Application-RULING-ELDER.pdf
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Thanks for church’s generosity 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 

9 – Helga Binder 

9 – Laurel Dryland 

9 – Kathy Hoxmeier 

22 – Bill Quiett 

26 – Mary Smelcer 

 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

2 –Brian and Carrie Prechtel 

Dear friends, 

Thank you so much for your  

tax-deductible gift of $500 to  

support the Annual Fund.  Your gift 

empowers Palestinians to celebrate 

their heritage and share it with the 

world.  Because of you, their tradi-

tions and stories will not be lost.  

We shared with you the story of 

Chef Ella, who spreads peace and 

diplomacy through cooking.  You are 

making this possible! You are part-

nering with Palestinians to build 

bridges of understanding, one dish, 

one dance, one painting at a time.  

Because of you, they will not be  

forgotten.  

We are most grateful!  

 

Beth Nelson Chase 

Executive Director 

Bright Stars of Bethlehem 

www.brightstarsbethlehem.org 

Dear Pastor Fowler, 

Thank you for giving the Rogue 

Valley Youth Ensemble an oppor-

tunity to share their music with 

your congregation.  Your contribu-

tion towards the summer choir trip 

is a blessing to the group. 

 

With appreciation, 

The RVYE 

By David Hall  

The First Presbyterian Men's 

Book Club has scheduled three  

upcoming books and meetings, all 

at Smithfield’s Pub ‘n Pies on  

Second Street. 

Our current book is News of the 

World by Paulette Jiles.  We will 

meet on Thursday, July 18 at 5:45 

p.m. to discuss this book, which was 

suggested by Jeff. 

Our next book is The Golden 

Spruce by John Vaillant, suggested 

by Rick.  We will meet on Thursday, 

Sept. 12 at 5:45 p.m. 

After that is River of Doubt by 

Candice Millard for the meeting on 

Thursday Nov. 7. This book was 

suggested by Phil. 

Men’s Book Club to 

read News of the 

World for July meeting 

By Marcia Hunter 

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor 

Towles is the July book selection for 

the Women’s Book Club. They will 

meet on July 29 at 7 p.m. at the 

home of Kathy Campbell to discuss 

this best seller. 

Goodreads calls it “a transport-

ing novel about a man who is  

ordered to spend the rest of his life 

inside a luxury hotel.” 

Count Alexander Rostov, an  

aristocrat in Bolshevik Russia, is  

sentenced to house arrest in the  

 

Metropol Hotel. From his attic room 

he can watch a revolution unfolding 

outside in the streets. Ironically, his 

inner life blossoms as his external 

space closes in. 

“Brimming with humor, a glit-

tering cast of characters, and one 

beautifully rendered scene after  

another, this singular novel casts a 

spell as it relates the count's  

endeavor to gain a deeper under-

standing of what it means to be a 

man of purpose.” 

Please join us. 
  

Women’s Book Club reading, discussing  

 A Gentleman in Moscow in July 
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Let’s See 

Members of the wedding 

Haiku Corner 

Cat studying me. 
Only curiosity? 
I'm not offended. 
 
By “Poet” Robb Grover 

By Sam Alvord 

What memberships do you hold?  

I belong to our family, this church 

and the Greensprings community. I 

used to belong to the American  

Automobile Association, but I forgot 

to pay my dues this year, and I am 

thinking of trusting my cell phone if 

the car breaks down. (Pat will hate 

that idea.  Let’s see if she reads this 

column!) 

I suspect the kind of member-

ship that comes with a card, or a job, 

or a volunteer responsibility is not 

what the Apostle Paul had in mind 

when he said: “We are members of 

one another.” Or what the writer 

Carson McCullers describes in her 

novel The Member of the Wedding.  

Frankie, the twelve-year-old moth-

erless child in that story is anticipat-

ing her older brother’s upcoming 

marriage as an event which will  

celebrate the union of bride and 

groom and her, as the flower girl, 

into a permanent relationship in 

which the couple becomes her “we 

of me.”  She is packed for the honey-

moon before her father informs her 

that her membership ends with the 

ceremony, breaking her heart. 

When I think about the future of 

our church, I am not heart broken. I 

find Frankie’s “we of me” the perfect 

formula for which we strive as 

friends who gather as FPC.  Of 

course, that includes all of us who 

joined officially and were welcomed 

with the laying on of hands.  But  

also, what I imagine as a great 

“crowd of witnesses” which  

comprises:  

—Family and friends who rarely 

attend but who endorse our  

commitment and wish us well and 

rejoice that we are the kind of 

friends and family members who 

follow Jesus and practice the works 

of mercy. 

 —All those we care for and  

assist in our various ministries and 

vocations plus the recipients of the 

thousand kindnesses we visit upon  

persons we encounter daily without 

fanfare or recognition as a matter of 

course in living the life of active 

love. 

 —Citizens of the globe we will 

never see or speak with who are 

helped by our giving. 

—The water, land, sky and all 

critters and growing things we try to 

cherish and protect as residents of 

the planet. 

     (continued on page 5) 
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Presbyterian Women to gather for lunch 
Calling all Presbyterian  

women!  The summer gathering 

of PW will be held at Sue Sager’s on 

Thursday, July 25 at 12 noon.  Bring 

a dish to share for this annual  

potluck and come to enjoy favorite 

foods and fellowship. 

A time of memorial will be held 

for those Presbyterian women who 

have died since last year’s summer 

meeting.  This is always a time of 

fun remembrance and appreciation 

of those who have left us. 

Bring along your calendars to be 

prepared to sign up for hostessing 

during the coming year of 2019-

2020.  Please be thinking of ideas 

for programming, as we will share 

and discuss possible speakers,  

topics, and ideas for sharing. 

This is a relaxed, enjoyable  

get-together—come, join in! 

Elsie Nelson Circle  and  

Westminster Circle will not meet 

in July or August. Information will 

be in the September Dialogue  

regarding  September meetings 

when the  new study guide will 

begin. 

Circles taking a 
summer break 

Daniel 2:19-23, 26––Daniel is called to  

interpret a dream that troubled the king 

 

Then that same night the mystery was  

revealed to Daniel in a vision, and he praised the 

God of heaven: 

 

“God is wise and powerful! 

Praise him forever and ever. 

He controls the times and the seasons; 

he makes and unmakes kings; 

it is he who gives wisdom and understanding. 

He reveals things that are deep and secret; 

he knows what is hidden in darkness, 

and he himself is surrounded by light. 

I praise you and honor you, God of my ancestors. 

You have given me wisdom and strength; 

you have answered my prayer 

and shown us what to tell the king.” 

 

The king said to Daniel. . . “Are you able to tell me the dream that I 

have seen and its interpretation?” 

Daniel replied, “Your Majesty, there is no wizard, magician, fortune-

teller, or astrologer who can tell you that. But there is a God in heaven, 

who reveals mysteries.” 

 

 

Submitted by Debbie Miller 

July Bible verses 

Of course, this is an astronomi-

cally more impressive and power-

ful number of meaningful and life-

affirming memberships than is  

represented in the annual count of 

who joins and who passes in our 

church community every year.  

I find great comfort seeing each 

of us as part of that extensive  

congregation both under and  

outside the steeple.  How encour-

aging to look beyond the narrow 

notion of dwindling local church 

populations, to the spectacular  

revelation that through our local 

congregation and our commitment 

to the teachings of Jesus, we are 

members of a wedding of all crea-

tion, charged with the passion and 

faith to live for the life of the world.   

Members of the 

wedding. . .  

(continued from page 4) 

 



 



Regular Sunday Schedule      

8am Chapel Worship 

9am Pony Espresso

10am Sanctuary Worship 

11:15am Fellowship

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4  Independence Day 5 6

Office Closed

1:30-3:30pm OLLI Group (SMR) 10am Back Porch Bible Study

7  Immigration Sunday 8 9 10 11 12 13
Birthday Sunday

2:30pm Deacons 12pm PW Potluck Picnic 9:30am Finance meeting
1-3pm OLLI Rich Lang (FR)

11am-1pm Somatics (N)
1:30-3:30pm OLLI Group (SMR) 5:30-8:30pm OLLI Alexis (FR) 10am Back Porch Bible Study

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
11am-1pm Somatics (N)
5pm Session meeting
5:45pm Men's Book Club

1:30-3:30pm OLLI Group (SMR) 10am Back Porch Bible Study

21 22 23 24 25  Dialogue Entries Due 26 27

11:30am All Church BBQ
12pm PW Summer Gathering

11am-1pm Somatics (N)
1:30-3:30pm OLLI Group (SMR) 10am Back Porch Bible Study 5:30-8:30pm OLLI Alexis (FR)

28 29 30 31

10am Dialogue Folding
7pm Women's Book Club
1:30-3:30pm OLLI Group (SMR)

AA Fireside Room 7am-8am            M-Sat OLLI Watercolor Nursery 10am-1pm                       Mon
AA Fireside Room 9am-10am         M-Fri OLLI Knitters Fireside Room 1pm-2:30pm   1st&3rd Tues
AA Fireside Room 9am-10:30am   Sat
AA Fireside Room 5:30-6:30pm     Fri  Somantics Nursery 11am-1pm                      Thurs
Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:15pm     Mon Realtors Calvin Hall 8:30am                            Thurs

Alanon Fireside Room 7pm-8:30pm     Fri SOFA Fireside Room 6:30pm-8:30pm     1st Thurs

Weekly Building Schedule
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First Presbyterian Church 
Siskiyou and Walker  Ashland, OR 97520      541-482-3536 

A welcoming and affirming congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dan Fowler revfowler@yahoo.com Office Manager: Susan Coghill presbyashland@yahoo.com 

Director of Music: Laurie Anne Hunter lahunter@mind.net Parish Worker: Wendy McAninch 

Treasurer: Trish Styer pfcashland@gmail.com  

Ruling Elders on Session: Jim Holloway, John Sager, Elaine Morgan, John Wren, Sam Alvord, Tammy Hald, Dennis Slattery 

Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 

Deacons:  Wendy Ray, Rick Herst, Denise Deneaux, Sook-Ja Hansen, Katy Slyt, Pat Alvord, Debbie Miller, Ruth Ralls 

Deacon Moderator: Marjorie Lininger 

Ministers: the whole congregation 

Our Mission 
We are a faith community centered in Christ, doing justice, 

 loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
Our Vision 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Table 

Visit the church website at www.firstpresashland.org 
“Like” us on Facebook at fb.com/firstpresashland 
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