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2018 Annual Meeting Agenda 
Calvin Hall  --  January 28, 2018 -- 11:15 a.m. 

 
 

Call to Order                                                                                         Rev. Dan Fowler, moderating 
                                                                                                              Marcia Hunter, clerk of session 
 
Opening Prayer – Blessing for our meal 
 
Potluck lunch 
 
2017 financial reports and presentation of the 2018 budget  Trish Styer, treasurer 
 
Pastor’s terms of call approved by the congregation for recommendation to the presbytery 
for approval  
 
Review of annual reports -- Celebrating our 2017 ministries, teams, committees, leaders 
Election of one at-large member for the Nominating Committee: 
  Kathy Sager – to complete service January 2020  
  
Additional nominations will be accepted from the floor; nominee must be present and agree to serve if elected. 
 
Thank you to outgoing elder, Bill Sager; deacon, Shirley Patton; and treasurer Carolyn Wetzel 
 
Approval of by-law changes– see attached (last 4 pages of this report); substantive changes 
underlined and italicized; grammatical “cleaning up” throughout. 

 
Other business and items of concern 
 
Adjournment 
 
Closing prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ELDERS ON 2017 SESSION 
(Listed under the end of their terms) 
Class of 2017    Class of 2018   Class 2019 
Elaine Morgan    Jill Turner   John Sager 
Bill Sager    Howdy Miller   Jim Holloway 

     Linda Purdom 
 

Moderator:  The Rev. Dan Fowler 
Clerk of Session: Marcia Hunter 
 

2017 BOARD OF DEACONS 
(Listed under the end of their terms) 
Class of 2017_____________Class of 2018   Class 2019 
Shirley Patton   Gail Johnson   Marjorie Lininger, Moderator 
Judi Quiett   Ruth Ralls   Wendy Ray 
Sook-Ja Hansen  Debbie Miller   Rick Herst 

      
Previously, terms for elders and deacons ran from annual meeting to annual meeting. Going forward, terms 
will be from January 1 to December 31.  
 
 

For all the saints, who from their labors rest… 
 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

  Joined FPC, Ashland Died 
 Helen Moress January 11, 2009 January 3, 2017 
 R. Gene Morris August 31, 1958 January 10, 2017 
 Mary Morris March 9, 1952 January 12, 2017 
 Margot Ormes December 3, 1995 March 4, 2017 
 Lou Engle (friend)  May 15, 2017 
 Betty Clark January 23, 1955 September 13, 2017 
 Donald Laws April 3, 1969 November 2, 2017 
 Eugene Clark January 23, 1955 November 15, 2017 
 Gregg Lininger (friend)  December 24, 2017 

 
Membership Roll Statistics 

Membership, December 31, 2016 138 Dismissed to other churches 3 
Received by letter of transfer 1 Death 7 
Received by Reaffirmation 5 Removed by session 12 
Number of Adult Baptisms 1 Other losses   
Restored by Session  Total losses  
Total of New Members  Number of infant baptisms  
Total Membership, December 31, 2017 123     



Pastor’s Report 
 
“But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, ‘You are my God.’ My times are in Your hand;” Psalm 31:14-15a 
 
As I reflect back on my first year here, I can truly say that all of that time, all of my life has been in God’s 
hand. The upheaval of leaving a community where we lived and put down roots for 14 years, and the 
beginning of a whole new life in a brand new church community and new state was all in God’s hands, 
and continues to be so, for which I am ever grateful.  
 
My last Sunday with Fort Bragg Presbyterian Church was February 12, and my first Sunday with First 
Presbyterian Church of Ashland was February 19. As I began my call here, I was introduced to the 
community dinner, the winter shelter, and AYC. I have spent a lot of time over the last several months 
visiting current and former members. In March I began a Bible study on forgiveness, kicked off Lent 
with an Ash Wednesday Taizé service, was installed, and led my first memorial service for Margot 
Ormes. In April, I celebrated my first Easter with you all. In May, we had our first deacon/elder annual 
retreat, and I became a member of Lithia Springs Rotary. In June, I attended my first Presbytery meeting 
in Portland, began the summer movie series, and started up a weekly Back Porch Bible Study. In July, 
we moved out of our rental home and into our new home on Oak Knoll.  I also was pastor in residence 
for Tuning at Tahoe at the Zephyr Point Retreat Conference center, and led a memorial for Lou Engle. 
In August, I wrapped up the summer movie series, and continued the Back Porch Bible Study. In 
September, I started a new member class on Sunday afternoons. Phoenix Presbyterian church also 
joined us for worship. I joined the Commission on Ministry South of Cascades Presbytery, took part in 
an SOU campus outreach, and worked with other AYC leaders to revamp that youth program. In 
October, I joined the Habitat Apostle’s Build circle and look forward to our congregation becoming 
more involved with them. Seven new members joined our church. We began a Long Range Planning 
Team to help us envision what the church can become. The Back Porch Bible Study ended, and I started 
the “Belief” series in the sanctuary. We also had a wonderful celebration of the 500th anniversary of the 
Protestant Reformation on October 29 with a surprise visit from Martin Luther. We had an evening 
Taizé service. In November, I led a memorial for a dear friend of Paula’s in Lakeport, California, and for 
a longtime member here, Eugene Clark. I enjoyed my first stewardship breakfast, led another evening 
Taizé service, and got to experience my first Thanksgiving in 14 years not feeding 500+ people. In 
December, I fully enjoyed my first Advent Faire, sang in concerts with two local choirs, ended the 
“Belief” series, sang Christmas carols to shut-ins and to our guests at the winter shelter on Christmas 
Day, and led another evening Taizé service. I was also accepted to be part of the board for OHRA 
(Options for Homeless Residents). I look forward to working with them and the city on issues of 
affordable housing and helping the homeless. I was able to sing a solo from the Messiah, perform an 
original composition, and enjoyed my first lessons and carols on Christmas Eve. 
 
With thanks for what God has done, is doing, and will do, 
 
Pastor Dan 
 

 
 
 



Music Program 
 

Tatsiana Ascheichyk and Lindsay Panero have both continued as employees this year, Tatsiana as 
accompanist for the chapel service and Lindsay as song leader and soloist for the sanctuary service.  
 

We were blessed this year with the addition of Pastor Dan Fowler (and his guitar) to the music 
leadership of the church. He and Lindsay functioned as regular song leaders for worship, with the 
occasional addition of Paula Fowler, Abigail Fowler, Doug Hansen, Judi Quiett and Jerry Freed.  
 

Once again, Calvin Hall became home to the “Brava! Opera and James M. Collier Young Artist Program” 
while they rehearsed for their chamber opera in February. 
 

Special music guests through the year included singers Torrie Allen (February) and Michelle Cipollone 
(May), piper Robert Johnston (for Pastor Dan’s installation in March), and flutists Debra Harris (Easter) 
and Shelly Cox-Granger (for Taizé services in October and November). The Rogue Valley Youth Ensemble 
(of which Abigail Fowler is a member) was featured in worship in June, and the Dixieland Band (of which 
Raoul Maddox is a member) returned in July. Jazz pianist Dave Scoggin also returned for a gospel-style 
service in August. Pianist Christine Eggert played for a number of services during the summer while 
Laurie Anne was traveling. 
 

Guests Kelly and Michaela Nuss joined our regular singers in November for a special Thanksgiving 
anthem. 
 

December featured an extended choir and soloists with members of the Rogue Valley Chorale and 
Southern Oregon Repertory Singers joining us for lessons and carols on Christmas Eve.  
 

 “The Concert for New Year’s Eve” was a valley tradition at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Medford for 
many years, featuring some of the best classical musicians in the valley and Laurie Anne as piano 
accompanist. Following the retirement of Margaret Evans from St. Mark’s, Laurie Anne volunteered to 
produce the concert at our church. The concert was a huge success and is becoming a new tradition at 
Ashland First Presbyterian. Jill Turner has provided a great deal of support for this event and Jim 
Holloway helped to facilitate a live audio-visual feed to Calvin Hall for overflow seating.  
 

Submitted by Laurie Anne Hunter 
 
 

Women’s Book Club 
 

The Women’s Book Club meets on the last Monday of each month except December. We meet in 
various members’ homes and enjoy snacks and conversation -- we always start with a discussion of the 
book, but sometimes we are a bit sidetracked.  We have 15 members on our email list, and usually have 
about 8-12 in attendance at meetings. 
 

We choose the books for the year in January.  Our books cover a wide variety of genres, but they have 
one thing in common – they always provide a springboard for lively discussions, opinions, and sharing 
of insights. 
 

Submitted by Marcia Hunter 
 



Winter Planning Team 
 

Last January/February the 2016-17 winter planning team sponsored a whirlwind of activities during the 
interim/interim time between pastors.  After a hugely well-attended New Year’s Eve concert, we 
planned going away festivities for Rev. Kathy Keener, as well as a welcome party for Pastor Dan and his 
family.  We organized the annual meeting potluck in January. We arranged for four guests to preach in 
between pastors, and our team filled in as administrators when necessary. Jill Turner and Kathy Sager 
spearheaded a giant clean-out operation of every drawer, closet, nook and cranny of the church, which 
resulted in lots of discards and re-organization and eventually a May rummage sale. 
  

This year, the team (Jill Turner - chairperson, Tammy Hald, Sue Sager, Kathy Sager, Sook-Ja Hansen, 
Joanne Costantino, Addie Thornton, Judi Quiett, and Marcia Hunter) has met since October to plan the 
winter activities.  
  

The Advent Faire was a huge success, with an increased number of community members and children 
enjoying the festive day.  From cooks to decorators, from set-up to clean-up helpers, from publicity to 
shoppers, from craft table crew to those who came and participated, thank you so much!  We lowered 
the prices this year, and again we ended up with cash to spare. 
  

On the same weekend, the winter team decorated the sanctuary and grounds with lighted trees, 
candles, and swags on the doors.  More decorations followed – starburst, banners, and poinsettias -- 
as the Advent season progressed to Christmas. 
  

December Birthday Sunday was extra special, when we celebrated 100th birthdays for Charles and Betty 
Howe and showered them with cards. 
  

The annual caroling tradition brought joy to shut-ins and residents of care facilities, as well as those 
who participated.  A warm dinner back at church capped off a heart-warming evening.   Thanks to 
Debbie and Howdy Miller for the schedule and to the Freeds (Jerry, Esther, and Lori) for dinner.  A 
second caroling activity was held on Christmas night in Calvin Hall during the homeless shelter, when 
gift bags were given to overnight guests. 
  

During Advent, there was candle lighting by various church members and special music by Dan from 
Handel’s Messiah. Special services for Christmas 2017 included a Christmas Eve morning combined 
worship with carol singing and an original play by Pastor Dan and a candlelight Christmas Eve service 
with lessons and carols and special music. 
  

The New Year’s Eve Concert, organized by Laurie Anne Hunter, was held in the sanctuary at 3 p.m. on 
Dec. 31.  This year, more planning went into the parking and seating accommodations (not to mention 
rest room facilities) to handle the crowds.  An overflow area was set up in Calvin Hall with a remote 
video feed. Lynn Fain made all the cheesecakes for the reception, while the team outdid themselves 
with beautiful table decorations. Thank you especially to Jill Turner, Kathy Sager, and Bea Berry. 
  

The winter team sponsored several mission projects this year, including collecting warm things for the 
shelter on the “sock tree;” noisy offerings for John Sager’s mission work in Bangladesh, the Ashland 
Food Bank, and the Maslow Project; the PC(USA) Christmas Joy Offering, dedicated on Christmas Eve; 
and winter team mission funds sent to victims of fires and hurricanes. 
 

Submitted by Marcia Hunter 
 



Spring Planning Team 
 

Our team included John Wren, Ruth Ralls, Randall Stothers, Ruth Ann Almquist, Debbie Miller and Jim 
Holloway.  We began in early February with a video conference call to our new minister, Rev. Fowler. 
Dan took a break from his packing, and we started our planning.   
 

Lent began with a contemplative Ash Wednesday service.  Rev Fowler then led a six-week Bible study 
based on the book Forgiveness by Marjorie Thompson.  The Bible study was well attended with evening 
and morning meetings offered.  During Holy Week we had a Maundy Thursday service.  Easter Sunday, 
all the colors of the season returned with beautiful flowers and music and a wonderful service.  Thanks 
to Adam Moeglein and Abby Fowler for leading our Easter Egg Hunt.  It was so popular that John Wren 
had to make a special trip for more eggs. 
 

Rev. Fowler was installed as our new minister on Saturday afternoon, March 25.  The service began 
with the sound of bagpipes leading a number of dignitaries and guests into the church.  After an 
inspiring service, we welcomed Dan and guests at a reception in Calvin Hall. 
 

A special offering was taken on Palm Sunday for One Great Hour of Sharing.  OGHS was enthusiastically 
supported by our church as our favorite fisherman Gene Wright brought in a large catch of cardboard 
fish. In another special offering, Shirley Patton led the sales of Mother’s Day cards for the Healthy 
Women/Healthy Families project. 
 

For local mission, the Spring Team donated to the Deacon’s Fund, Community Dinner and Winter 
Shelter.  Noisy offerings were provided to Presbyterian Disaster Relief, Healthy Women/Healthy 
Families project, and the Jackson County Fuel Committee. 
 

In May, we had a special Sunday birthday recognizing Dan Bulkley’s 100th birthday.  A week later Dan 
and Marjorie invited all of the church for a birthday celebration which included a race – the 100-yard 
dash. 
 

Let me offer a special thanks to our team members and Rev. Fowler. Much effort was made by everyone 
and much enjoyment received.     
 

Submitted by Jim Holloway 
 
 

Men’s Book Club 
 

The First Presbyterian Men’s Book Club meets about every two months to discuss a book selected by 
the group.  The group tends to like non-fiction – such as biographies or significant documented historic 
events – and historical fiction. However, we will read practically anything.   
 

The group tends to have 4-7 active participants at meetings but is always looking to add new 
members.  Books are scheduled at the preceding meeting, and meeting dates/times are often 
approximated during meetings and then later coordinated via email.  Meetings are currently being held 
at Smithfield’s Pub and Pies on Thursdays after work.  That seems to work for a majority of the 
group.  The current books being read are The High Divide by Lin Enger and Last Bus to Wisdom  
by Ivan Doig. 
 

Submitted by David Hall 



Stewardship 
 

The Stewardship Committee included Brian Almquist, Jim Holloway, and Bruce Johnson with the 
guidance of Pastor Dan Fowler. The Fall Planning Team hosted the kickoff breakfast for the 2018 
stewardship campaign on November 19, and the pledges were dedicated on December 3. 
 

As of the first of 2018, we have received 66 pledges for a total of $185,990, compared with the 65 
pledges for $180,449 in 2017. The generous support of the members and friends of First Presbyterian 
Church in Ashland is truly appreciated. 
 

Submitted by Bruce Johnson 
 
 

Summer Planning Team 
 
This seasonal planning team, including Carolyn Johnson, Marilyn Mobley, Elaine Morgan, Darlene 
Saunders, Dick and Alice Welton, Gene and Marilyn Wright and staffed by Pastor Dan Fowler, began 
meeting in May to plan for fellowship and events from June through August. 
 

We began a week early in order to honor our high school graduate, Karl Moeglein, and wish him well 
at Syracuse University.  Pentecost followed with our traditional Pentecost decorations and throwing of 
the streamers symbolizing the “power and fire of the Spirit” and receiving the special Pentecost 
offering, 40% of which stayed with FPC and was donated to the Maslow Project. 
 

As a service project for our team, Dick Welton reconstructed the broken coat rack in Calvin Hall so that 
it will NEVER come down again. 
 

The mission giving was designated for Deacons ($300) and PCUSA Disaster Relief Fund ($200) with noisy 
offerings going to our library to replace missing books and to the Ashland Resource Center.   Birthday 
Sundays were observed with cake, and coffee fellowship was held in the church library the Sunday that 
our librarian, Virginia King, reintroduced us to the many books available to check out. 
 

Matthew 5-7 was the source for Sunday morning sermons with the Back Porch Bible Study introducing 
the verses to be covered each preceding Tuesday morning.  Education continued with the Summer Film 
Fest – Flicks and Faith – held in Calvin Hall three evenings during the summer months. 
 

We observed July 4th with our usual Homecoming on July 2nd with grilled polish dogs, root beer floats 
and potluck side dishes.  The Ashland Dixieland Band provided music for a combined worship service in 
July as well as a Sunday featuring gospel music in August. 
 

The astronomy event planned for August 12 was cancelled due to cloudy skies. In an effort to make it 
easier for our congregants to attend the Day at the Lake event, scheduled for August 26, the venue had 
been moved from Lake of the Woods to Emigrant Lake, but that event also had to be cancelled due to 
very smoky and unhealthy air pollution.  
 

Submitted by Elaine Morgan 
 
 

 



Fall Planning Team 
 

Fall team 2017 began our service in September by decorating the sanctuary.  Adele made banners 
and brought one of her paintings.  Darlene brought a fall runner for the pulpit, and the team placed a 
cornucopia and pumpkins on the communion table. 
 

For World Communion Sunday, the team baked a variety of breads for Communion and for sampling 
during coffee hour after the service.  In October, we celebrated the Wedding Feast, following Dan's 
sermon on that theme, with a potluck feast of our own.  Members brought their wedding photos to 
display.  Cans of food were donated as a "gift" to the newlyweds, and were then donated to ACCESS to 
acknowledge World Food Day.   
 

For Reformation Sunday we placed votive candles in a sand tray to be lit by parishioners in 
remembrance of loved ones.  At the coffee hour, we had a cake to celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation. 
 

The team set up candles, a cross, and an icon for two Taizé services.  We put on a big breakfast for the 
Stewardship Campaign kick-off Sunday.  After the breakfast, roses were taken to a member of the team 
who was in the hospital.  Our mission funding was divided in thirds, and given to the Family Nurturing 
Center, Habitat for Humanity, and the Jackson County Fuel Committee. 
 

Submitted by Linda Purdom 
 
 

Buildings and Grounds Committee 
 

The major duty of the Buildings and Grounds Committee of the First Presbyterian Church is to maintain 
our campus— keeping the grounds and the buildings functional and in good repair. 
 

Accomplishing this  goal certainly takes a committee and a group of volunteers who donate many hours 
of labor.   The committee deserves much recognition and thanks for its efforts:  Lawrence King is the 
go-to man for regular repairs and lighting.  Brian McQuade has helped immensely updating exterior 
lights and installing new LED bulbs in the buildings.  Marilyn Wright takes excellent minutes to remind 
us what we need to do during the month; Gene Wright has the institutional memory and expertise in 
rodent patrol.  Others who provide insight and advice are Addie Thornton, Marilyn Mobley, Randy and 
SueAnn Cleveland, Virginia King, and Victor Conway.   Special thanks to Carolyn Wetzel for keeping our 
finances in order and to Rev. Dan and Susan in the office for alerting us to problems.  
 

A regular, on-going project that involves members of the congregation are the workdays, held on four 
or five Saturdays annually for yard work and deep cleaning of indoor spaces.  Efforts to keep the campus 
clean and tidy take the assistance of many workers.  
 

This year our special project was the reconstruction of the historic stained glass windows on the south 
side of the chapel that were literally coming apart.  Dal Yockey of Canterbury Glass was contracted to 
remove, rebuild and replace these treasures, which he did ahead of schedule and with a special 
consideration to the financial constraints.  We are most grateful to him for his expertise and care. 
 

Submitted by Howard Miller 
 



Refugee Medical Work 
 

In 2017, there have been ongoing international medical mission trips in support of refugees. 
 

In July, I was privileged to be part of a large group of dedicated volunteers who went to Jordan to treat 
refugees fleeing the war in Syria. We have been a part of the ongoing medical relief effort in this region 
for the past four years and likely will continue for the foreseeable future. 
 

In December, I went for the first time to Bangladesh to treat Rohingya refugees. These are an ethnic 
minority people who are being persecuted in Myanmar and are fleeing to Bangladesh to escape the 
violence. 
 

In both locations, the work is in clinics and we treat predominately women and children who need 
medical care. The care of refugees is delicate and sometimes challenging in both locations as most 
suffer not just from physical symptoms but, as you can imagine, emotional and psychological problems 
as well. 
 

I remain so grateful for the wonderful support, prayers, and heartfelt concern I receive from our church 
and the greater Ashland community during these trips. 
 

Submitted by John Sager 
 
 

Jamaican Dental Mission 
 

The Jamaica mission trip with Great Shape for 2017 was a huge success. During the week-long dental 
mission, we saw 250 to 300 participants, all residents of the village of Ocho Rios.  
 

The dental care was all done by volunteers and free to the local people. Participants were of all ages – 
from small children to the elderly – who had not ever seen a dentist before. Dental care was primarily 
for health issues, including removal of rotten teeth, abscesses, infections, some fillings, cleanings, and 
minor repairs. We also issued dental supplies including toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss, 
mouthwash, medications, and toys for the children, etc.   
 

These people were grateful for the dental services, as well as frightened. Even though they were scared 
to sit in the dental seat, they also knew that there was no way they would to be able to afford the 
services on their own.   
 

Besides having a daily clinic, we also offered services at a daycare and a local elementary school.  It is 
very rewarding to see the severe conditions of these people’s mouths, to be able to help them, and to 
see their grateful smiles of appreciation. 
 

Thank you for your sponsorship and assistance to help make participating in this event possible for me. 
 

Submitted by Lori Freed 
 
 
 
 



Community Dinner 
 

The Community Dinner mission began seven years ago in January 2010. We have been providing a 
meal to community members, the homeless population, and people passing through Ashland on the 
last Wednesday of the month from October - May. 

 

The preparations begin in Calvin Hall setting up the tables, chairs, preparing the dining room with 
centerpieces and tablecloths. I have a committed group of volunteers who do everything from 
providing food, helping with food prep, and cleaning up. 

 

The cost of providing the dinner has always been minimal in relation to the amount of people we feed. 
Many volunteers donate food and don’t want to be reimbursed. The Ashland Emergency Food Bank 
has always been generous with food donations, and I keep the cost of the remaining shopping fairly 
low. 

 

In the past years, we served close to 70 people every month, but last year and the last couple months 
we have seen fewer people attend the dinner. This may be due to our location (end of town) and the 
Wednesday night shelter location, which is at Trinity Episcopal Church. They have started serving a 
dinner to their shelter guests. We are discussing changing our dinner to the last Monday of the month 
and coordinating it with our shelter night. 

 

As many of you know, Karen Amarotico and I wrote and received several grants to support the 
community dinner and the winter shelter. A portion of that money went to purchasing two new 
stoves for the kitchen.  I am thankful for the commitment our congregation gives to community 
outreach programs. You are making a difference in the lives of many who have been forgotten. Thank 
you for your countless hours of volunteering! 

 

Matthew 25:35 - “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me.” 

 

Submitted by Kathy Sager 
 
 

Long Range Planning 
 

The Long Range Planning Team has now met for three consecutive months. We have reviewed the 
mission and vision statement of the church and have just found some very helpful statistical 
information on Ashland’s demographics.  
 

Next steps include looking at other successful faith groups here in Ashland, looking at the challenges 
for our own congregation, and gathering ideas and input from the members and friends of the church, 
so that we can envision a future together.  
 

Our vision leader is Carolyn Johnson. Other members include Pastor Dan, Tammy Hald, Rick Herst, Kathy 
Sager, Darlene Saunders, and John Wren.  Please keep this team in your prayers. 
 

Submitted by Carolyn Johnson 
 
 



Winter Shelter 
 

This is the 12th year that our church has been a part of the winter shelter program. Each Monday from 
mid-November to mid-April, we open the door to Calvin Hall to our city’s homeless. Our goal has always 
been to provide our guests with a warm, safe place to rest. We have found many folks from our church 
and the community have been moved to bring or prepare and serve meals to our guests. 
 

In addition, our congregation has provided many donations of warm clothing, and this Christmas our 
Winter Planning Team arranged for each guest to receive a Christmas gift of new socks, hand warmers, 
as well as some sweets. It was a very generous and meaningful gift, and I thank you all for arranging 
this. 
 

We are seeing an increase in shelter attendance, with about 50 being the high thus far this year. We 
see many familiar faces each week, and we often hear words of gratitude from our guests for the 
nurturing we provide. 
 

Kathy Sager and I wrote several grants to help us support the shelter program and have received almost 
$10,000 to help pay for the cost of providing this service to our guests. Our biggest benefactor was the 
Evans Foundation, and the new stoves in the kitchen were purchased with funds they provided. We 
hope to host a dinner to thank Peg and Barbara Evans for their support of our work. 
 

Finally, I am honored to be a part of this community and thank you all for blessing the work that we do. 
I truly believe that when we are cheerfully serving others, we have the opportunity to see the face of 
God. 
 

Submitted by Karen Amarotico 
 
 

Personnel Committee 
  

Committee Members Elaine Morgan, Donna Wright, Brian Almquist, and John Wren began 2017 with 
two very important events in the life of our Church, as we transitioned from an Interim to a Called 
Pastor.  We said goodbye to the Reverend Kathy Keener in January.  Kathy was with us for more than 
two years, guiding us through a self-study, restructuring the Session and the committees, and a 
search for a new pastor.  She left as she had arrived, with her hat, her valise and her umbrella.  We 
wish her many blessings in whatever calls she takes. 
 

In February, we welcomed Reverend Dan Fowler and his family and began the work of integrating our 
new Pastor into the life of the Church.  It seemed to be an easy transition, and the Committee 
appreciates Dan’s organization and professionalism.   Over the course of the rest of the year, we 
worked on job descriptions for the Pastor, Office Manager, Sexton, and Music Director, and 
developed a new Harassment and Sexual Misconduct Policy.   The next project is to improve the 
tracking of employee leave. 
 

The staff works very hard to make sure that all of us are able to participate fully in the worship and 
programs that the Church provides.  The Committee, as always, wants to thank everyone by name: 
Dan, Laurie Anne, Susan, Victor, Tatsiana, Wendy, Carolyn and Trish. We also said goodbye to Lyn 
Godsey, our longtime bookkeeper.  
 

Submitted by John Wren 



Administration and Finance Committee 
 

Our committee – consisting of Jill Turner, Robb Grover, Bruce Johnson, and Carolyn Wetzel and 
supported by Pastor Fowler and Trish Styer – assists with the annual budget, reviews financial reports, 
and manages contracts, technology and church rentals.  We meet most months.   
 

Finance: Thanks to your generous gifts our church finances are much improved.   At the beginning of 
the year we projected using $11,400 of cash on hand just to balance the budget, but we ended the year 
well ahead with a $20,742 surplus.  This is a $32,000 swing.  With this very good news also comes 
opportunity.  We now have more choices as we make decisions on our buildings, debt reduction and 
mission support.  We thank you all for your support and look forward to the new year with gratitude 
and optimism. 
 

Rentals:  Memory Lane Preschool continues to rent the lower level of Calvin Hall.  The local realtors use 
Calvin Hall one morning each week.  Al-Anon is in the Fireside Room on Monday and Friday evenings.   
In addition, there are two Alcoholics Anonymous groups in the Fireside Room six days a week.  AA and 
Al-Anon contribute to the cleaning of our spaces. Brava Opera and Women with Wings rent Calvin Hall 
for rehearsals, while Women with Wings has a concert in our sanctuary. The Red Cross uses Calvin Hall 
in the fall and spring for their blood drives.  Finally, OLLI is beginning a small but growing use of our 
space.   
 

Contracts:  We changed copier companies and now have a new lease.  Copier costs are expected to be 
lower.  Adjustments to our employee insurance policy are in process. 
 

Technology: Hearing assist devices were upgraded, and a camcorder and associated recording 
equipment was purchased. 
 

After many years of faithful service, Carolyn Wetzel has resigned as treasurer.  We thank Carolyn for 
her efforts and gifts, especially during many difficult times for this church. Trish Styer is our new 
treasurer.  Trish has already made changes to improve payroll and accounting systems and to improve 
returns from savings. Christy Sloan recently started as our new bookkeeper.  
 

Submitted by Jim Holloway 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Focused Tasks list/leaders 
 

Session appreciates and thanks our many focused task leaders, the volunteers in our congregation who 
head up the “one-person committees” that keep things running smoothly. 
 

• Community Meal – Kathy Sager      
• Memorial Plaques – Howdy Miller     
• Cold Weather Shelter – Karen Amarotico and Bob Altaras 
• S.O.A.P. Lunches – Alma Geisslinger 
• Library – Virginia King 
• Sound System/Audio Visual – Jim Holloway 
• Newsletter/Website – Marcia Hunter/Jerry Freed/Susan Coghill 
• Realm Database – Susan Coghill/Carolyn Wetzel 
• Food Bank Volunteers – Judi Quiett 
• Greeters – Darlene Saunders 
• Ushers – Bea Berry 
• Jam Ministry – Linda Purdom 
• Name Tags – Jerry Freed 
• Ecumenical Speaker Liaison – Carolyn Wetzel 
• Lay Liturgists – Darlene Saunders 
• Candles – Elaine Morgan/Gail Johnson 
• Communion Servers – Barbara Marsh 
• Epiphany Stars – Lynn Fain 
• Women’s Book Club – Cheryl Therkelsen/Marcia Hunter 
• Men’s Book Club – David Hall 
• Birthday/Anniversary Signs – Jerry Freed 
• Kitchen supplies shopper/stocker – Jerry Freed 
• Sound System Adviser – Steve Fain 
• Dialogue Folders – Ilse Forney 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Deacons Report 
 

New deacons Rick Herst and Sook-Ja Hansen joined the board in January, and deacons Wendy Ray, Judy 
Quiett and Margie Lininger re-upped for new terms. At the same time, the board said goodbye to long-
time deacons Marilyn Mobley, Marilyn Wright and Pat Gaulke, who retired after many years of service 
to the church. 
 

Deacons started the year by welcoming Pastor Dan Fowler   They helped with the welcome potluck, 
added to his welcome basket, and thanked him for his commitment to enhancing the efforts of the 
group. In July, they assisted with his move to Oak Knoll by packing, cleaning, and providing meals.   
The addition of Pastor Dan to the deacons’ monthly meetings has been invaluable.  He focuses attention 
on church-wide issues and guides   decision making regarding projects and policies. He gave new eyes 
and hard work to the job of updating the deacons handbook, and he makes a great pot of soup. 
 

Throughout the year, deacons provided support for people who suffered the loss of family. They 
assisted with memorial services for Gene and Mary Morris in January, Margot Ormes in April, and Lou 
Engle in July. They also continued visiting members of the congregation who are not able to attend 
church services or need social or personal support. 
 
As the deacons serve communion, they have implemented session’s plan to alternate communion 
models between intinction and passing the elements at the 10 a.m. service.  On occasion, they have 
also substituted gluten-free bread for the gluten-free crackers, trying to respond to individual needs 
and congregational preferences.   
 

Congregational and community donations have provided important funds to support deacon programs.  
Because of this generosity, deacons have been able to help folks who seek support at the church office.  
Pastor Dan and Office Manage Susan distribute food, fuel, and laundry vouchers valued at $200 each 
month.  In addition, deacons send $100/month to both the Ashland Emergency Food Bank and the 
Ashland Community Resource Center. 
 

As in years past, deacons have supported families who need help over the holidays.   They gave $500 
in Thanksgiving gift cards and $900 in Christmas gift cards to twelve families identified by South Valley 
Health and Human Services as needing holiday assistance. 
 

Deacons are continually looking for ways to support friends and members of our congregation.  You 
can help them in their work by contacting the church office whenever you find someone who needs 
assistance. 
 

Submitted by Marjorie Lininger 
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Membership 
 

This committee was revived after several years of dormancy.  The members are Jill Turner, moderator, 
Jerry Freed, Darlene Saunders, Kathy Sager, and Rev. Dan Fowler.   We organized a reception for the 
October New Member Class, and rewrote the membership policy.  Staff updated and published the 
church welcome pamphlet.  We are currently updating the church database and creating a new church 
directory.    
 

Submitted by Jill Turner 
 
 

Presbyterian Women 
 

The women of our church are also a part of the national Presbyterian Women, seeking to nurture our 
faith through prayer and Bible study, to support the mission of the church worldwide, to work for justice 
and peace, and to build an inclusive, caring community of women who can strengthen the Presbyterian 
Church. 
 

We meet six times a year, usually the first Thursday of alternate months, beginning at 1 p.m. with 
dessert, followed by an interesting program and a short business meeting.  Each meeting is led by a 
member of the coordinating team:  Barbara Marsh, Debbie Miller, Shirley Patton, Judi Quiett, Sue Sager 
and Darlene Saunders. 
 

Our Bible study takes place during the circle meetings, Elsie Nelson on the second Monday and 
Westminster on the third Thursday of most months.  After completing a study of the ways in which 
Jesus is depicted in the Bible, “What a Difference a Lens Makes”, we began a new series in September, 
“So Great a Cloud of Witnesses,” based on the book of Hebrews.  The first program of the year, an 
inspiring look at Kathy DeForest’s mission to lessen gun violence by her Vision Quilts, was delayed a 
month due to heavy snowfall.   Women from the Philippines wrote the liturgy for the worldwide 
Women’s Day of Prayer in March, led by Shirley with participation by members of other churches in the 
city.  Then in May, we were treated to a biography of our new pastor.  During our summer potluck 
picnic, ideas for future programs were discussed and a time of remembrance conducted for those 
women in the church who died in the past year.  Eleanor Robison again introduced the Bible study for 
the present year at our September meeting, and Sue Lopez, a caregiver with experience working with 
homeless, provided insights and understanding at our last meeting of the year in November.  
 

We welcome all to our meetings where we learn more about our faith and our role in the community. 
 

Submitted by Debbie Miller  
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