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2017 Annual Meeting Agenda 
Calvin Hall  -  January 29, 2017 

 

Call to Order                                                                                         Rev. Steve Parker, moderating 
                                                                                                              Marcia Hunter, Clerk of Session 

Opening Prayer – Blessing for our meal 

Potluck 

2016 Financial Reports and 2017 Budget        
                Carolyn Moeglein, Treasurer and Jill Turner, Ruling Elder 

Election of three at-large members for the Nominating Committee, staggered terms 

  Kathy Sager – to complete service at January 2018 Annual Meeting  
  Karen Amarotico – to complete service at January 2019 Annual Meeting  
  Darlene Saunders – to complete service at January 2020 Annual Meeting  

Nominations will be accepted from the floor; however, the nominee must be present and agree to serve if elected. 

Election of two deacons for three year terms (Jan. 29, 2017 to Jan. 2020 Annual Meeting) 

  Wendy Ray 
  Marjorie Lininger 

Nominations will be accepted from the floor; however, the nominee must be present and agree to serve if elected. 

 
Review of our Annual Reports - Celebrating our 2016 ministries, teams, committees 

Thanking those who have completed their terms, outgoing elders and deacons 

Elders: Amy Patton, Brian Almquist, Linnea Jones 

Deacons: Marilyn Wright, Pat Gaulke, Marilyn Mobley; also Wendy Ray and Marjorie Lininger, 
who are expected to serve an additional 3-year term if elected 
 

New pastor’s moving expense fundraising – Brian Almquist 

Other Business and Items of Concern 

Suspend the Congregational meeting to call Corporation meeting to order       

                        2017 officers: President Elaine Morgan 
                                                  Vice-president Howard Miller  
                                                  Secretary John Sager 

Close corporate meeting to return to the congregational meeting 

Adjournment 

Closing prayer 
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ELDERS ON 2016 SESSION 

      (Listed under the end of their terms) 
Annual Meeting Jan. 2017 Annual Meeting Jan. 2018       Annual Meeting Jan. 2019 

Brian Almquist Linnea Jones Jill Turner 
Amy Patton Elaine Morgan Howdy Miller 
  Linda Purdom  

 

Session Moderator:  The Rev. Kathy Keener, interim pastor 
Clerk of Session: Linnea Jones (Jan. – Sept.) and Marcia Hunter (Sept. – Dec.) 

 

2016 BOARD OF DEACONS 

      (Listed under the end of their terms) 
       Annual Meeting Jan. 2017 Annual Meeting Jan. 2018        Annual Meeting Jan. 2019 

Wendy Ray, Moderator Shirley Patton  Gail Johnson 
Marilyn Mobley  Anne Sklensky, died 08/01/2016 Ruth Ralls 
Marilyn Wright  Judi Quiett elected 07/25/2016  Debbie Miller 
Pat Gaulke       
Marjorie Lininger, installed 07/10/2016      

 
Terms for Elders and Deacons run from Annual Meeting to Annual Meeting.   
 
Sunday, Nov. 6, 2016 in a congregational meeting, the congregation elected these individuals: 
For Deacon to serve on the Board of Deacons 
Rick Herst, to serve from Annual Meeting January 29, 2017 until Annual Meeting 2020 (three-year term). 
Sook-Ja Hansen, to serve from Annual Meeting January 29, 2017 until Annual Meeting 2018 (one-year term). 
For Ruling Elder to serve on Session 
John Sager, to serve from Annual Meeting January 29, 2017 until Annual Meeting 2020 (three-year term). 
Jim Holloway, to serve from Annual Meeting January 29, 2017 until Annual Meeting 2020 (three-year term). 

 
 
 
 

For all the saints, who from their labors rest… 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

                  Joined FPC, Ashland Died 
 Esther Merriman December 9, 1956 March 1, 2016 
 Vicki Billdt (friend)    March 1, 2016 
 James E. Wade (friend)               April 23, 2016 
 Anne Sklensky January 29, 2006 August 1, 2016  
 Pat Bartlett November 19, 1972 October 29, 2016 
 Barbara Brugger December 14, 1999  December 18, 2016  
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Membership Roll Statistics 
 

Membership, December 31, 2015 143 Dismissed to other churches 0  

Received by letter of transfer 1 Death 4  

Received by Reaffirmation  Removed by session 2 ** 

Number of Adult Baptisms  other losses  0  

Restored by Session  Total losses 6  

Total of New Members 1 Number of infant baptisms 0  

Total Membership, December 31, 2016 138      

 ** Janice Van Hee and Alicia Stucky were removed from the roll at their request 

 
Interim Pastor’s Report 

 

In January, the Self Study Team distributed their report to the congregation and hosted a Talk About It 
event. Then, with nominations from the Nominating Committee, the Pastor Nominating Committee was 
elected in February. The Rev. Steve Parker (our liaison to the Southern Commission on Ministry, S-COM) 
staffed their work. 
 

In January, a couple scammed and burglarized the church after volunteering to paint the hall of the 
Administration Building. We later learned that ours is a one of a series of scams.  We filed police and 
insurance reports. It was a miracle when the soundboard was recovered from a pawnshop in Seattle, 
Washington.  
 

The reminder that there is sin in the world was disappointing but did not stop us from helping people who 
came our way. With the support of the Deacon’s Fund, we assisted 192 individuals and families from the 
office. We began the year providing mostly gas vouchers, but that ended when the station was sold. We 
provided grocery cards, laundry change and soap, and bus tokens.  We helped Jackson County FUEL to 
keep utilities on for local residents, worked with St. Vincent DePaul to house vulnerable people, got a 
veteran to San Francisco on the train, and put a family back on the road with a reconditioned fuel pump. 
Our office manager, Susan Coghill, began to handle the requests and reserved my time for the more 
distinct pastoral needs.   
 

In March, the Session elected to enforce policy that no one may stay on the church campus. Prior to this 
time, we had a few men sheltering under the eaves. Now, people stay on campus in their cars or in Calvin 
Hall only when we host the Night Shelter.   
 

As the year began, Marjorie Bulkley resigned as Clerk of Session and elder Linnea (Gettman) Jones agreed 
to serve until a replacement could be found. Marcia Hunter assumed the clerkship in September. 
 

Our pilot year of Seasonal Teams for worship and program began with Ash Wednesday in early February.  
Stretching, we pulled off a distinct series of services modeled on Eric Elnes’ Gifts of the Dark Wood, 
designed by Marcia McFee. The chancel was transformed into the woods, we learned to pray while music 
played in the background, and we learned new songs. Each week we responded to the Word with ritual 
and contemplation. (As an interim pastor, I try to stretch congregations in worship to discover where their 
boundaries of comfort and ritual end. This time, I, too, stretched, learning to plan and lead a different 
style of worship.)  
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After a Pentecost service hearing the Spirit Wind blow, the Summer Team focused more on fellowship 
and music events, leaving me to design worship (a big shift from the intensive Dark Woods design). The 
Fall Team paid attention to the suggested themes on the Presbyterian Planning Calendar, marking The 
Season of Peace, Fair Labor and Worker Justice Sunday, Theological Education Sunday, Native American 
Sunday, World Communion Sunday, World Food Sunday, All Saints’ Sunday and Thanksgiving Sunday. 
Often, they matched the Sanctuary décor, foods at Fellowship and the service themes.  
 

The Winter (Advent/ Christmas) Team offered traditional events plus a Christmas Morning Carols and 
Storytelling service and the new New Year’s Eve Concert. They decorated the sanctuary with banners and 
poinsettias and requested that we not use projection that would block the décor. They split off the 
Maslow gift-wrapping from the Advent Faire. (I purchased lightly used toys and books, which members 
cleaned up before we packaged and wrapped half of them. The other gifts Maslow Project took to wrap). 
 

In December, we were shocked to find the sanctuary to be cold at worship time. Even when we preset the 
boiler timer, heat didn’t reach those in the pews. We finally learned that the hot water was not flowing to 
the radiators, as each had a filter totally blocked with sludge! We are thankful to the Metal Masters 
detectives for finally solving this chilling mystery. 
 

I served Cascades Presbytery on the South Commission on Ministry, continuing as the liaison for the 
Grants Pass Bethany congregation and the Medford First Presbyterian church. With Elaine Morgan, 
Eleanor Robison, Linnea (Gettman) Jones, Wendy McAninch (and Rosie), Bill Sager and Jill Turner, I 
volunteered at the 222nd General Assembly of the PC(USA) when it met in Portland. Members of the Self 
Study Team joined me to share our process at a pre-Presbytery workshop in Medford. 
 

Technology updates included Wi-Fi that is now accessible in all three buildings, a new laptop for use with 
projection equipment; better understanding of our sound systems in both the sanctuary and Calvin Hall 
after the theft required us to reequip them. (We figured out how to handle sound for the outdoor Pet 
Blessing service and were told that all could hear on the lawn!) Jim Holloway, John Wren, Elaine Morgan 
and Linnea (Gettman) Jones staffed the sound/projection for services. The Lent/Easter Team led us into a 
trial without paper bulletins, an environmentally friendly attempt to save paper. We tried to offer paper 
only for people who needed it, but many people asked and the office resumed printing bulletins along 
with the projection of the prayers and music of the service. Good Friday’s Tenebrae service included 
scripture readings and haunting choral offerings accompanied by projected visual images. I created the 
PowerPoint slides for many months, then our office manager Susan began creating the slides for text and 
music saving me hours of time. The decade+ old PC in the pastor’s office was retired. Plans are underway 
to get a new computer for the incoming pastor. 
 

Through the year, we hosted events for the community and our members. In January, “We All Live in 
Gaza” was screened with commentary and discussion by filmmaker Maurice Jacobsen of his video 
documentary chronicling the lives of the men, women and children living under siege in the Gaza Strip. 
Our Chapel service accompanist, Tatsiana Asheichyk, organized a benefit concert for construction of a 
church for the Eastern Orthodox Church. Following the election, Mark Yaconelli from The Hearth led an 
evening of small group discussions naming our fears and rediscovering that which sustains us through 
difficult days and nights. The New Year’s Eve Concert brought in a standing room only crowd for an 
afternoon of musical offerings. We broadened our advertising to the community through newspaper 
press releases, Facebook events, and for the Advent Faire, TV event advertising. (Please “like” our 
Facebook page and write a review. The most recent is from 2014!) 
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Through Lent, I offered Times for the Children each Sunday. When there were rarely any children in 
worship, we made the difficult decision to discontinue them until a time when they are needed again. 
Coloring sheets and children’s bulletins accompanied a Ziploc bag of crayons and a treat, clipped to a 
clipboard. With a Second Sunday plan for Education, we scheduled Sunday School between services at 
9am on that day each month, hoping that families would prioritize attendance for a special program. 
When no one came for several months, we let go of that dream. 
 

In 2016, we stopped scheduling evening meetings and events, instead enjoying lunch potlucks, programs, 
and afternoon Session meetings. We discovered that few people attended educational offerings between 
the two services, so began offering Second Sunday Education events after second service, often with a 
potluck lunch. We heard Sook-Ja Hansen and RuthAnn and Brian Almquist present on their pilgrimages on 
the Camino de Santiago in Spain. Stage director, James Edmondson, introduced themes in The Crucible 
which we then watched at SOU. Elder Pam Allister from First Presbyterian Church in Central Point led an 
exploration of the overture they sent to the General Assembly about Fossil Fuels and the moral mandate 
to move to sustainable forms of energy.  John and Kathy Sager presented on their mission to Greece to 
assist refugees. Pam Marsh presented on the Ashland Emergency Food Bank. Carolyn and Bruce Johnson 
presented on Hospice House. Serina Quast presented on her experience with the Maslow Project. 
Presbyterian Mission workers Gwenda and John Fletchers came through on furlough from The Democratic 
Republic of Congo and spoke with us over dessert. 
 

With the new seasonal teams, more people became involved in promoting our mission giving. There were 
more minutes for mission for the PC(USA) offerings. Teams offered a more intentional explanation of 
Noisy Offerings and paired Minute for Missions and guest speakers from the agency benefitting. I tried to 
honor team requests, facilitating the embodiment of their ideas. 
 

On Pentecost, we honored graduates and over the next month added to the number: Lili Patton and 
Walker Shibley-Styer graduated from AHS. Katie Moeglein, Mike McCollom and Sean Cleveland graduated 
from SOU. Corey Costantino received his MD from OHSU. Wyler McAninch graduated Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute and Adam Good (Freed) from Portland State University. 
 

In 2016, several of our members celebrated special birthdays. Remarkably, Dan Bulkley and Charles and 
Betty Howe celebrated their 99th birthdays! Those who completed their baptisms and became witnesses 
to the resurrection included: Esther Merriman, Anne Sklensky, Pat Bartlett, Barbara Brugger and friends 
Vicki Billdt and James E. Wade. 
 

Early in 2016, I was diagnosed with an acoustic neuroma in my inner ear canal. This non-cancerous mass 
wrapped around the nerves that control one side of my face (mouth and eye), hearing and balance. In 
July, my doctor recommended that I either have surgery to remove the mass or radiation to kill it off 
before it grew larger and pushed on my brain. In August, I went on medical leave and over a couple of 
weeks received carefully directed mini-doses of radiation from 17 different angles. I was able to stay with 
a college friend in the peaceful valley where she runs a federal fish hatchery. As I returned, radiation 
fatigue was a challenge, but with your grace, I continued to serve you, sometimes on shortened days. In 
2017, I will be able to get hearing aids to correct my hearing loss. I am grateful to Rev. Steve Parker for 
preaching while I was away and to Rev. Dr. Art Mills for filling the pulpit while I took vacation after my 
medical leave. 
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I am excited for you as you live into 2017, following God’s lead. Remember to use the communication 
skills Karen McClintock taught us. Make decisions because the choice is what God wants rather than 
because it is what you like (it may be both). When you have a choice, be kind. Love God. Love one another 
and your neighbors as yourself. 
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Kathy Keener, interim pastor  

 
 

 
Music Program 2016 

 

Tatsiana Ascheichyk and Lindsay Panero have both continued as employees this year, Tatsiana as 
accompanist for the chapel service and Lindsay as song leader and soloist for the sanctuary services. 
In October, Tatsiana organized a concert to benefit the construction of an Eastern Orthodox Church 
for Ashland. 
 

The “Harmony Ensemble” continued in their role as song leaders for worship, with regular members, 
Lindsay Panero, Amy Patton and Judi Quiett. Jerry Freed joined occasionally, as he was able. 
 

We incorporated new music, and new arrangements of familiar hymns into the worship services 
during Lent for the “Gifts of the Dark Wood” series. The music was well received. 
 

On Good Friday, we hosted a Tenebrae service with the United Methodist Church Choir.  
 
Once again, Calvin Hall became home to the “Brava! Opera and James M. Collier Young Artist 
Program” while they rehearsed for their chamber opera in February. 
 

There were fewer “special music” pieces in the services in general over the summer, while Laurie 
Anne was coping with her husband’s surgery and journey through hospice. However, the summer 
worship team facilitated bringing in the Dixieland Band (July 17) and pianist Dave Scoggin (July 31) for 
a gospel-style service. 
 
December featured an extended choir and soloists with members of the Rogue Valley Chorale and 
Southern Oregon Repertory Singers joining us for lessons and carols on the 4th Sunday of Advent and 
on Christmas Eve. Blue Christmas featured contemplative harp music. 
 

For the last 15 years, “The Concert for New Year’s Eve” was a valley tradition at St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church in Medford, featuring some of the best classical musicians in the valley and Laurie Anne as 
piano accompanist. Following the retirement of Margaret Evans from St. Mark’s, Laurie Anne 
volunteered to produce the concert at our church. The Winter Planning Team provided support, and 
the concert was a huge success.  I am hoping that this will become a new tradition at Ashland First 
Presbyterian. 
 
Laurie Anne Hunter, 
Music Director 
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Spring Planning Team 2016 
 

Our first seasonal leadership team, led by Amy Patton, included Shirley Patton, Joanne Costantino, 
Carolyn Moeglein, John Wren, Virginia King, Al Jaeger and Ruth Ann Almquist, staffed by Kathy 
Keener.  The team began meeting after worship in November to plan for the services and events from 
February through April.  
 

The team led off with Lenten worship based on Gifts of the Dark Woods, decorating and lighting the 
sanctuary, creating a worship center, teaching us new songs, using PowerPoint to reduce paper use 
and to help all to participate together.  Each week, we responded to the Word with some meaningful, 
symbolic action.  The worship designs were part of a set we purchased from the Worship and Design 
Studio of Marcia McFee. We hope that it has helped us to learn patterns for worship planning we may 
use in the future. 
 

We are thankful for the assistance provided by Laurie Anne Hunter and Lindsay Panero with music; 
Kathy Sager, Barbara Marsh, Brian Almquist and others with decorating the sanctuary and narthex; 
and many readers and participants – all of whom helped to make these services meaningful.   
 

Lenten spiritual practices were encouraged with Adult Ed offerings, Small Group studies, and the 
inviting labyrinth.  Mission giving was directed to local projects and to One Great Hour of Sharing (and 
thanks to Gene Wright for fishing for those fat fish banks). 
 

Special services were held for Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, with the United Methodist Choir 
joining our Harmony Ensemble, soloist Lindsay Panero, and readers from FPC and the UMC. 
 

Fellowship included a potluck, luncheon/lecture/theatre afternoon, after-worship refreshments, 
Birthday Sundays, and the Easter Egg Hunt.   
 

There’s a path… though it winds its way through darkness, 
We would choose… to avoid it if we could. 

We awake… to an unexpected calling. 
God says, “Come… there are gifts in the Dark Wood.” 

 

Amy Patton, Elder Moderator 

Summer Planning Team 2016 
 

The Summer Planning Team (SPT) members, Interim Pastor Kathy Keener, Elder Moderator Elaine 
Morgan, Dick and Alice Welton, Jim Holloway, Darlene Saunders, Barbara Marsh, Karen Amarotico 
and Linda Purdom, with Eleanor Robison as 8 o’clock service liaison and special help from Marjorie 
Bulkley, planned for their program months May through August 2016. 
 

Barbara Marsh and Elaine Morgan were designated to sign vouchers.  Barbara Marsh took 
responsibility for signing up coffee fellowship hosts.  Everyone took turns writing articles for the 
Dialogue and presenting the Minute for Mission during worship services. Karen Amarotico asked Judi 
Quiett to lead us in dance (hand) moves to go along with our singing of “Come Live in the Light” at the 
end of the 10:00 service. 
The Noisy Offerings were designated for the Ashland Food Bank, the winter overnight shelter, Healthy 
Women, Healthy Families and Syrian refugees. Mission giving was divided between FPC Deacons Fund 
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($200), the Presbyterian Disaster Fund ($200) and the Maslow Project ($100). August was designated 
homeless shelter donation month. 
Planned Events 
May 8  – Mother’s Day, birthday/anniversary (Ilse Forney’s 90 birthday), expanded coffee hour 
May 15 –Pentecost in the Sanctuary, decorated with wind chimes and streamers, crepe paper thrown 
from the balcony by graduates, who were honored with special recognition and gifts. 
May 22 – Outdoor Pet Blessing service/ fellowship, a highlight of the season. 
May 29 – Memorial Day Sunday, special recognition of our veterans. 
June 12 – Education Sunday and birthday/anniversary Sunday potluck lunch. John and Kathy Sager 
showed pictures and told us about their work with Syrian refugees.  
June 19 – Rogue Valley Presbyterians worshiped together at Medford FPC since many pastors were 
attending General Assembly in Portland. 
June 26 – Storytelling Sunday: three members of our congregation, Sook-Ja Hansen, Karen Amarotico 
and Linda Purdom, told stories about their lives, organized by Karen Amarotico and Linda Purdom.    
July 3 – July 4th was celebrated with Homecoming Sunday with grilled hotdogs, root beer floats and 
potluck side dishes. Dick Welton, Lawrence King and Brian Almquist were chefs. 
July 10 – Birthday/Anniversary Sunday  
July 17 – Dixieland Jazz Band Sunday (combined worship).  Raoul Maddox invited the Ashland 
Dixieland Jazz Band to be the musical guests. We honored long-time buildings and grounds very active 
member, Lawrence King and our sexton, Victor Conway who goes above and beyond his job 
description, with a presentation of a certificate of appreciation and a pie baked by Karen.  
July 31– Gospel Piano Jazz Sunday.  Elaine invited pianist Dave Scoggin who brought his bassist Jeff 
Adicott, to play gospel hymns during the 10:00 service.  
August 3 – SPT hosted the King’s 60th wedding anniversary party in Calvin Hall with refreshments 
purchased by the SPT and entertainment by Virginia’s Extended Circle.  
August 14 – Birthday/anniversary Sunday with storytelling by Bernie Binder, Ilse Forney and Judi 
Quiett during the 10 o’clock service, arranged again by Karen.  
August 28 – Perfect weather for Day at the Lake at Lake of the Woods beginning at noon, with grilled 
Polish sausage, hot dogs, potluck side dishes and desserts served at 4:00.  Kent Patton took people for 
boat rides on the lake.  Twenty-two people attended, half as many as last year. Perhaps at Emigrant 
Lake next year, closer to home?  
Elaine Morgan, Elder Moderator 

 
 

Fall Planning Team 2016 
 

Fall Team members included the Rev. Kathy Keener, coordinator Linda Purdom, special projects 
member Marjorie Bulkley, Linnea Gettman, Rick Herst, Adele Hiles, Virginia King representing the 
eight o'clock group, Caroline Kirkman, Carolyn Moeglein, and Darlene Saunders. We started planning 
in July for September through November.  Kathy was a great help and resource, providing a liturgical 
calendar, which also included major meetings and planned events.  
Sept. 4 – Fall Team was introduced through a choral reading of “The Laborers in the Vineyard.” The 
Minute for Mission was the Season of Peace and Justice with take-home materials. 
Sept. 11 – Education Sunday/Birthday Sunday featured a potluck lunch, Rick Herst’s beautiful 
cake, Linnea’s blessing, and Bruce and Carolyn Johnson’s program about Hospice House. 
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Sept. 25 – For Native American Heritage Sunday Kathy gave a special sermon, with slides of Native 
American art, and decorated the church with precious items borrowed from members’ homes. 
Virginia King brought a Hopi Indian basket and rug, and other members of the congregation brought 
Native American treasures. Kathy spoke about the protest at Standing Rock, and we sang songs in 
English and Native American languages. Coffee hour highlighted native foods: corn bread, flat bread, 
smoked salmon, berries, seeds and parched corn.  
Oct. 2 – World Communion Sunday, a combined service, featured contributions of a variety of ethnic 
breads for the communion service and coffee hour, complete with nameplates made by Adele to 
identify the breads.  A new fall cloth for the communion table, made by Virginia and Linda, added 
color under the breadbaskets.   
Oct. 16 – World Food Day was marked with a potluck lunch and speaker Pam Marsh, director of the 
Ashland Food Bank. She was, in a way, “speaking to the choir” since so many in our congregation 
already volunteer at the food bank. 
Oct. 30 – Stewardship/All Saints’ Sunday started with a breakfast featuring breads made by Debbie 
Miller, Rick Herst, Adele Hiles, and other team members.  The Stewardship team gave a slide 
presentation of our present fiscal status and the projected needs, including those we'll incur when 
calling a new pastor. During worship, tea lights were set up, so congregation members could come 
forward and light a candle in honor of people who have been important in their lives.   
 

Throughout October, team members added to the fall decorations in the sanctuary: Darlene brought 
in a beautiful bowl, many fall vegetables, and a fall banner to hang in front of the pulpit.  Adele and 
Caroline made an effort to have flowers on the tables for every special event.  Rick and team 
members provided the snacks at coffee hours. And the team often, if not always, ended up doing the 
dishes after coffee hour. 
 

During the month of November, Kathy was away due to a medical condition.  Filling the pulpit was the 
Reverend Art Mills.  Rev. Mills and Laurie Hunter brought to the services on Nov. 6 and 20 soloist 
Torrie Allen, a Metropolitan Opera trained bass.  His solos were more than outstanding – what a 
special event during our team's tenure! 
 

Veterans and Care Giver Sundays were combined on Sunday, Nov. 6. Those who served in the armed 
forces and those who now serve as caregivers were acknowledged. 
Mission projects adopted by the Winter Team made use of the $500 that was our teams to 
disburse.  We allocated funds to the First Presbyterian Church of Phoenix, Oregon; the Deacons fund 
for holiday baskets; our church's Emergency Shelter; and Jackson County Fuel Committee.  In 
addition, $226.75, our portion of the Peace and Global Witness Offering, was sent to the Synod of 
Lakes and Prairies to support Standing Rock protests.   
 

I cannot compliment the Fall Team's efforts enough.  Throughout our three-month tenure, we were 
very busy and everyone pitched in and did far, far more than their share. There is a lot of effort 
involved in the team process and, if not for Kathy's guidance and efforts, it would have been even 
more difficult.  I, for one, felt that together we had some very interesting and powerful services.  I 
hope the rest of the congregation also feels we made a good contribution to the services from 
September through November of 2016. 
Linda Purdom, Elder moderator 
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Winter Planning Team 
 

The Winter Planning Team – chairperson Jill Turner, Addie Thornton, Judi Quiett, Sook-Ja Hansen, and 
Marcia Hunter – began their planning in October for church events from Thanksgiving through 
February. Kathy Keener and Laurie Anne Hunter provided critical support and encouragement.  Doug 
Hansen and Jim Holloway provided decorating help (and height). Sook-Ja Hansen coordinated the 
poinsettias purchase. Many others helped with important tasks.  
 

Advent/Christmas events filled our December with worship and joy. In the beautifully decorated 
sanctuary, we celebrated the season with the lighting of Advent candles and special readings; Lessons 
and Carols on the fourth Sunday in Advent with an extended choir; Blue Christmas on the darkest 
night for those who didn’t feel festive; Christmas Eve with glorious song, the familiar Bible story and 
candlelight; casual Christmas Day with carols and impromptu personal stories; and the fabulously 
well-attended gala New Year’s Eve afternoon concert (thanks to Laurie Anne!), followed by a 
cheesecake reception (thanks to Jill!) and prayer service to usher in the new year. 
 

The team also planned two traditional Christmas events, the Advent Faire and caroling party. For the 
first time, the Advent Faire was publicized beyond the church family, which brought in many visitors. 
It was a festive time! The caroling party provided a boost to those who couldn’t make it to church to 
hear the music of the season, as well as fellowship time over supper for the participants.  As usual, 
there was also weekly coffee fellowship and monthly Birthday Sunday. 
 

Mission and Christian Education were part of our planning for the winter season.  The Maslow Project 
was the recipient of our December Noisy Offering, as well as the topic of Minute for Mission during 
worship on Dec. 11, Education Sunday, with Serina Quast from Maslow.  After worship, we learned 
more about the project, wrapped, and sent off an entire vanload of presents (purchased and 
coordinated by Kathy Keener) for deserving local young people.  The following week we dedicated our 
Christmas Joy Offering and again held a Minute for Mission, introducing Wendy McAninch and her 
service-dog-in-training Rosie, former recipients of funds from the Joy Offering. 
 

Other ongoing mission projects were the Winter Shelter, Community Dinners, and Food Bank. The 
shelter on Monday nights was headed by Karen Amarotico and staffed by dedicated volunteers. The 
Calvin Hall Christmas tree collected socks, hats, and other warm clothes for the shelter, and food was 
also donated. Community dinners, overseen by Kathy Sager, attracted a huge crowd and prompted 
many thank yous to our church. Judi Quiett recruited volunteers to staff the Food Bank on Friday 
mornings in January and February. 
 

Thank you to those who helped with all of the end-of-the-year events of 2016, including ushers, lay 
leaders, sound board, and greeters.  Special thanks to those who publicized the Advent Faire (Bea 
Berry), Blue Christmas (Kathy Keener), and New Year’s Eve concert (Laurie Anne Hunter). As always, 
the Dialogue was sent online and in the mail, email blasts were sent weekly, and the website and 
Facebook were kept more or less up-to-date. 
 

Many more events are being scheduled for January/February, as we say goodbye to Kathy and 
welcome Dan, with four guest preachers in the meantime.  Those details will have to wait for 2017. 
Marcia Hunter, co-moderator 
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Administration and Finance Committee 2016  
 

Session reorganized the committee structure early in 2016, and the Finance Committee added the 
church administrative duties.  Our task is to review financial reports, assist with the annual budget, 
review contracts, tackle technology issues, and deal with church rentals and other administrative 
issues as they arise.  We meet most months, but not all, depending on committee workload. 
 

Finance – The church was in the black (revenues exceeding expenses) for the entire year. Although we 
had projected deficit spending of up to $14,500 in last year’s budget, the 2016 financial report shows 
a gain of $8,107 at the end of the year.  Revenues exceeded expectations, and expenses were less 
than budgeted. What an incredible turn around! This is great news – thanks for your generosity.  This 
is the third year in a row that we ended in the black. 
 

Budget – The budget for 2017 is in better shape than the previous year.   Pledges are up by 8%.  We 
will be able to give a small increase in wages to most staff and add a budget contingency fund.  
Partners in Mission giving will be increased by 10%.  The contingency is needed for several reasons; 
first, budgets have been cut back in recent years, creating a pent-up demand; several large 
maintenance items are looming; and last, but perhaps the most important of all, we want to give the 
new minister financial resources and flexibility to lead us in new directions. 
 

Policy – We completed revisions and implemented a new Rental Policy.  
 

Rentals – We continue to rent Calvin Hall lower level as a preschool.   The local realtors and Business 
Networking Inc. (BNI) rent Calvin Hall and the childcare center weekly.  Red Cross is here monthly for 
most of the year.  Several Alcoholics Anonymous groups meet in the Fireside Room on a daily basis. 
 

Contracts – We changed insurance plans and implemented a new phone system with an annual 
savings of $5,000.  We are currently reviewing options for our copy machine contract.   
 

Treasurer Carolyn Moeglein ably handles our finances. Lyn Godsey continues to be our bookkeeper.  
The Administrative and Finance committee members are Jim Holloway, Rob Grover and Bruce 
Johnson. 
 

With hope and optimism, 
Jill Turner, Administration and Finance Chair 
 

Community Dinner 
 

The Community Dinners have been successfully happening since January 2010.  
I took over as the coordinator in 2011 and have enjoyed feeding 50 - 80 people the last Wednesday of 
the month from October through May.  
 

Our many volunteers are absolutely wonderful. They are dedicated, hardworking, compassionate and 
caring people who come to help month after month. We serve healthy, homemade meals prepared in 
our kitchen by church members and friends of the community. Each month I send out the menu and 
volunteers donate desserts, breads, salads, and beverages.  
Kathy Sager 
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Buildings and Grounds Committee 
 

The long-standing Buildings and Grounds (B&G) Committee continues to serve the church by 
maintaining the property, both structures and landscape.  Having an inviting and attractive campus 
for congregants, visitors and the community is important.  We take pride in our surroundings. 
 

Regular maintenance and repairs keep the buildings functioning and saves money, hopefully 
preventing high-cost emergencies.  Our 60 - 70 year old plant becomes more challenging, and up-
grades become a high priority. 
 

The ten faithful and hard-working committee members depend on and appreciate the many 
volunteers who spend Saturdays at the four “Work Days” and also workers who take on specific 
projects. 
 

B&G members : Gene and Marilyn Wright,  Addie Thornton,  Marilyn Mobley, Howdy Miller,   
Brian McQuade,  Lawrence King,  Pat Gaulke,  Randy and Suanne Cleveland. 
 

Howdy Miller, Moderator Buildings and Grounds Committee 
 
 

Reports from Groups Using our Buildings 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous – Two meetings are held in the church’s Fireside Room six days a week.  At  
7 a.m. about 30 people and at 9 a.m. 15 to 30 people meet to help one another attain and maintain 
sobriety.  The groups have a supply closet and the use of the kitchenette for coffee and tea.  They 
express gratitude for use of the church and make a monthly contribution that covers the carpet 
cleaning and helps with other maintenance.  
  

Al-Anon – Al-Anon meets Mondays at 7 p.m. and Fridays at 7:15 p.m. in the Fireside Room for 
parents, children, spouses, partners, brothers, sisters, other family members, friends, employers and 
co-workers of alcoholics.  Al-Anon members share their own experiences, strength and hope with 
each other.  They share a common bond: they feel their lives have been affected by someone else’s 
drinking. 
  
Board of Realtors – The realtors have their weekly meeting in Calvin Hall on Thursdays before they 
head out to look at the new listings. 
  
Memory Lane Preschool – The preschool continued to meet mornings during the school year and 
summer in the lower level of Calvin Hall.  They have been meeting at the church for over 30 years. 
  

Business Networking Inc. – This new renter meets on Tuesdays in the Childcare Center in the winter 
and in Calvin Hall in the summer. 
 

 
 
 
 



14 
 

 

Pastor Nominating Committee 
 

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) began their discernment process, with the help of Rev. Steve 
Parker, COM Liaison, on Feb. 6, 2016.  After writing, submitting and gaining approval for our Ministry 
Information Form (MIF), the committee received more than 75 pastors’ Personal Information Forms 
(PIF) either through the Church Leadership Connection (CLC) website or by direct email to the 
moderator.   
 

Every PIF was carefully read and sermons were listened to, prayerfully considered, rated and 
discussed by each member of the PNC. Eight pastors were interviewed using computer technology, 
three pastors were invited to come to the Rogue Valley for neutral pulpit interviews, and from those 
three the PNC selected the Rev. Daniel Fowler to be our candidate.   
 

An article was written for the Dialogue as a means of introducing Rev. Fowler to the members and 
friends of FPC. PNC members presented “spotlight on our candidate” talks at each worship service 
during the month of December as a way of informing our congregation of Rev. Fowler’s gifts.   
 

The PNC sent a letter to the members and friends of FPC inviting them to an Open House, Jan. 7, 
hosted by PNC members, enabling our congregation the opportunity to meet and talk with Dan and 
his wife Paula and daughter Abby. Everyone was also invited to the Jan. 8th combined worship service 
at 10 a.m. in which Rev. Dan Fowler took part and preached.  A specially called congregational 
meeting followed the service with Rev. Daniel Fowler unanimously elected to become the called 
pastor of FPC. He begins his ministry here on Sunday, February 19, 2017. The PNC was discharged 
with thanks for their year of service. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Elaine Morgan, PNC Moderator 
PNC members: Ruth Ann Almquist, Bea Berry, Carolyn Johnson, Elaine Morgan, John Sager, John Wren, 
Marilyn Wright, Rev. Steve Parker, adviser. 

 

 
Nominating Committee 2016 

 

 Your church nominating committee members were Elaine Morgan, Moderator, Darlene 
Saunders, Kathy Sager, Jim Holloway, Jerry Freed and Wendy Ray (Deacon Representative).  Life for 
the Nominating Committee has become easier with the change in the Bylaws so that new Session 
members and new Board of Deacons members begin their terms of office at the Annual Meeting held 
the end of January. The Nominating Committee may now meet just once or twice during September 
to determine a slate of nominees to present to the congregation for their vote of approval in October. 
 

Elaine Morgan, Moderator and Session Representative 
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Men’s Book Club 
 

The First Presbyterian Men’s Book Club meets about every two months to discuss a book selected by 
the group.  The group tends to like non-fiction, such as biographies or significant documented historic 
events, and historical fiction. But we will read practically anything.   
 

The group tends to have 4-7 active participants at meetings but is always looking to add new 
members.  Books are scheduled at the preceding meeting, and meeting dates/times are often 
approximated during meetings and then later coordinated via email.  Meetings are currently being 
held at Smithfield’s Pub and Pies on Thursdays after work.  That seems to work for a majority of the 
group.  The current books being read are The Mushroom Hunters by Langdon Cook and Command and 
Control by Eric Schlosser. 
David Hall 

 
Personnel Committee  

 

While 2015 was a year of transition, 2016 was much more stable. Session chose not to fill the 
Christian Education and childcare positions, so there were no staff additions or subtractions.   
The committee would like to thank everyone for their hard work this year.  There are several staff 
members who labor behind the scenes: Susan (Office Manager), Lyn (Bookkeeper), Carolyn 
(Treasurer), Victor (Sexton), and Wendy (Pastoral Visitor).  There are also those whom we see every 
Sunday: Laurie Anne (Music Director), Lindsey (Choir), and Tatsiana (Accompanist).   
The committee would like to offer a special thank you to Kathy for guiding us so ably through this 
interim period.  We were blessed to have someone with her energy and skills, and we wish her well in 
her next call. 
 

John Wren, Moderator 
2016 Personnel Committee members: Elder Brian Almquist, John Wren, Donna Wright, Kathy Keener 
 

Stewardship 
 

For the second year, the stewardship assignment was incorporated into the duties of the session. 
Elder Brian Almquist chaired the work, assisted by Jill Turner. Guidance was received from Rev. Art 
Mills, who preached during Stewardship Season. 
 

The kickoff event was a potluck breakfast on Oct. 30.   Pledge Celebration Sunday was  
Nov 20.  This season coincided with the completion of the new pastor selection, which led us to 
emphasize supporting the call of the new minister to First Presbyterian Church. We asked for an 
increase in pledges, and the congregation responded with an increase from $168,140 to $181,364 – 
or 8% more.   In 2017, we received 65 pledging units, compared with 69 for 2016.    
 
Your generous support for First Presbyterian Church in Ashland is appreciated. 
 

Jill Turner, Stewardship Committee 
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Winter Shelter 

 

This year marks the 11th year that our church has been a part of the Winter Shelter program. We 
open the doors to Calvin Hall on Monday nights to our city’s homeless from mid-November until  
mid-April. We always try to offer our guests a hearty meal and a warm, safe place to stay. 
 

People from the church often provide soup or a casserole for shelter night, but we also receive 
donations from the Ashland Food Bank to help with this mission. Members of the congregation 
purchased socks, hats, and gloves and put them on the Christmas tree that was in Calvin Hall. Warm 
clothing, clean sleeping bags and washable blankets are helpful. Our guests were truly delighted to 
receive these gifts.  
 

This year we have seen as many as 48 guests on one night, which only helps to demonstrate the 
tremendous need for this service. Our guests are mostly men, but each night we host a handful of 
women as well. We have volunteer hosts from the Ashland community and a few from our church, 
but there is always a need for additional people willing to spend the night. 
  
Thank you all for your support. It is truly God’s work that we are doing, and I am so proud to be a part 
of this mission. 
 

Karen Amarotico 
 

Syrian Refugee Medical Work 
 

Since 2013, there have been regular medical mission trips to the Middle East to assist with the 
medical care of refugees leaving Syria on account of the civil war. Most of the trips have been to 
Jordan, except for 2016 when we participated in two separate missions to Greece. 
 

In Jordan, we provide daily clinics to refugees along the Jordanian/Syrian border. The clinics are held 
in makeshift buildings or in tents and also in the established refugee camps, such as Zaatari. Mainly 
treating women and children, we treat a wide variety of ailments related to diseases and exposure as 
well as the effects of war trauma. 
 

In Greece last year on the island of Lesbos, as refugees came across the sea from Turkey, we acted 
more as medics handling any medical emergencies as they came ashore. Later in the year, in Northern 
Greece at the border with Macedonia, we held clinics in fields and parking lots. 
 

The war in Syria has created more displaced people and more refugees than any other conflict since 
WWII. The prospect of any refugee to return to their homeland anytime soon is slim due to the 
danger and utter destruction that has occurred in their towns and cities. 
 

I am thankful for the spiritual and financial support that many of you have provided to me on these 
many trips and continue to ask for prayers for Syria and its people. 
 

John Sager, accompanied by Kathy Sager, Ben Sager and other medical professionals who are part of 
Salaam Cultural Mission 
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2016 Focused Tasks list/leaders 

                                        
 Session appreciates and thanks our many focused task leaders, the volunteers in our 
congregation who head up the “one-person committees” that keep things running smoothly. 
 

 Community Meal – Kathy Sager      

 Memorial Plaques – Howdy Miller     

 Cold Weather Shelter – Karen Amarotico and Barbie Breneiser 

 S.O.A.P. Lunches – Alma Geisslinger 

 Library – Virginia King 

 Sound System/Audio Visual – Jim Holloway 

 Newsletter/Website – Marcia Hunter/Jerry Freed 

 Realm Database – Carolyn Moeglein/Susan Coghill 

 Food Bank Volunteers – Judi Quiett 

 Greeters – Darlene Saunders 

 Ushers – Bea Berry 

 Jam Ministry – Linda Purdom 

 Name Tags – Jerry Freed 

 Ecumenical Speaker – Carolyn Moeglein 

 Lay Liturgists – Darlene Saunders 

 Candles – Elaine Morgan/Gail Johnson 

 Communion Servers – Barbara Marsh 

 Epiphany Stars – Lynn Fain 

 Women’s Book Club – Cheryl Therkelsen/Marcia Hunter 

 Men’s Book Club – David Hall 

 Notes to visitors – Darlene Saunders 

 Birthday/Anniversary Lists – Jerry Freed 

 Kitchen supplies shopper/stocker – Jerry Freed 

 Sound System Adviser – Steve Fain 

 Dialogue Folders – Ilse Forney, Elaine Morgan, Virginia King, and Gail Johnson 
 
Elaine Morgan, Session Liaison for Focused Tasks, sent notes of appreciation and thanks to 

each of these wonderful people during the month of February 2016. 
 

If you are interested in helping with a specific task, speak with Elaine Morgan. If you wish to 
retire from a task, please give her notice to find a replacement.  
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Deacons Report 

 

The Deacons are the caretakers for our congregation. These behind-the-scenes workers provide love 
as well as some of the mundane tasks needed at church. 
 

The Board of Deacons is made up of nine members, divided into three yearly classes.  Marilyn Mobley, 
Marilyn Wright, and Pat Gaulke are completing their second term of service, having served for six 
years. Deacons, as well as Deacons’ Treasurer Sharon Laskos and Pastor Kathy Keener attend deacons’ 
meetings on the second Wednesday of each month.  Between meetings, we connect by phone and 
email as needed.  
 

Deacons set up for Sunday communion, providing and preparing the elements and often help serve as 
well. 
 

Deacons assist with memorial services by providing coffee, juice, and light refreshments at Calvin Hall 
receptions.  We have occasionally worked with the family to provide fare that is more substantial.  We 
also serve as ushers and greeters and direct to the guest book.  This past year we were honored to 
assist with a memorial service for one of our own, Anne Sklensky. 
 

Our financial support comes mostly from donations to the Deacons Fund received in green envelopes 
on Communion Sundays.  We give to ACRC (Ashland Community Resource Center) and the Food Bank 
and purchase food vouchers for families.  We also help when people stop at the office needing urgent 
help with evictions, utility shut offs, gasoline, and other needs. In addition, we were able to help eight 
families for Thanksgiving and Christmas with food and small gifts for children. 
 

Deacons stay in touch with Parish members through cards, phone calls and visits for homebound 
members, and we enjoy bringing Christmas cookies to our special people. 
 

As 2016 ends, Deacons are preparing to welcome Pastor Dan in the near future and are committed to 
helping him to the best of our ability.  
 

Wendy Ray, 2016 Deacon Moderator 
 
Deacons completing term of service: Marilyn Mobley, Marilyn Wright, Pat Gaulke (all served two 
terms); Anne Sklensky passed in 2016 during her term.  
 
Continuing Deacons: Wendy Ray, Shirley Patton, Judi Quiett, Marjorie Lininger, Gail Johnson, Ruth 
Ralls, Debbie Miller, and Treasurer Sharon Laskos  
 



20 
 

 
 

 
 



21 
 

 
Presbyterian Women 

 

The purpose of Presbyterian Women (PW) is to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study, to 
support the mission of the church worldwide, to work for justice and peace, and to build an inclusive, 
caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church.  
 

We meet the first Thursday of alternate months, beginning at 1 p.m. with dessert, followed by a 
program and short business meeting. We welcome all women in the congregation as well as guests 
from the community. 
 

Circles, meeting monthly between September and May, offer the opportunity for both fellowship and 
study based on the excellent guide provided by the national PW Bible Study team.  The present theme 
is "What a Difference a Lens Makes," a study of the various profiles of Jesus. The Elsie Nelson Circle 
meets the second Monday, and Westminster Circle gathers on the third Thursday. 
 

The year began with a delightfully informative presentation on Age-Friendly Innovations by local 
columnist Sharon Johnson and her husband, Howard.  Shirley Patton led the World Day of Prayer in 
March, written by women in Cuba.  Hannah Sohl eloquently spoke about the changing climate and the 
steps being taken by local and regional governments to lessen CO2 emissions at an informative 
program in May.  Sue Sager graciously hosts a potluck luncheon each July where we remember those 
who have died in the past year and plan for the coming months. 
 

Eleanor Robison introduced our Bible study for the year, "Who Is Jesus?" at our September meeting, 
and then in November we toured the new Hospice House in Medford.  We look forward to 
interesting, inspiring programs, delicious desserts, and time to deepen our friendships.   
 
The current Coordinating Team includes Barbara Marsh, Debbie Miller, Shirley Patton, Judi Quiett,  
Sue Sager and Darlene Saunders. 
 

By Debbie Miller 
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