The Painesville United
Methodist Church
On the Square…Steeped in Prayer
Sunday, December 31, 2017
Dear Friends and Friends I have not yet met,

Pastor
Jan Yandell

I want to wish everyone a very happy and healthy New Year. Today you are celebrating
worship with the Covenant Service done by John Wesley in the beginning of the
Method ist movement. It is a service of personal commitment, but also calls the
worshiping community into accountability and courage for the new year.

According to the Book of Worship of the United Methodist Church this service was first
celebrated on August 11, 1755. Most churches in London used the service to begin the New Year, but John
Wesley used it every time he met with one of The Methodist Societies. Most of the liturgy of this service
was taken from Wesley’s service of 1780. That was nearly one hundred years before this church was built.
The societies were the “churches” of the day. They didn’t have buildings, they met in people’s homes or in
other public places. Their purpose was to “save men’s souls.” They did this by calling all to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and the commitment to make their faith known through acts of piety and acts of
mercy.
My prayer for the New Year is that each one of you find that place in your life that only Jesus can fill. Seek
that reassurance that only he can give, and commit yourself to his work that only through him you can do.
In 2018, this church needs you, your gifts, your talents, your dedication and your prayers. We have much to
do, and in making this covenant real and important in your life, we, together, can be all that God is calling
us to be.
Blessings, PJ

Available during
worship:

Worship: Sundays, 8:30 & 10:00 am
Family Worship: 10:00 am, 1st Sunday of each month
Sunday School:
8:30 & 10:00 am - All ages

 Sound enhancement
devices, for hearing
impaired

Office Hours:
Mon. thru Thurs.: 8:30 am - 3:00 pm; Fri. 9:00 am - Noon

 Large print hymnals

PUMC Radio Broadcast: 10:00 am - WKKY, 104.7 FM
PUMC Live Stream: 10:00 am and archived.

 Children’s bulletins with
coloring books &
crayons
 Childcare, please contact
an usher or greeter
about our Nursery

Social Media: Follow us on Twitter at “twitter.com/
PainesvilleUMC”
Like us on Facebook at:
facebook.com/PainesvilleUMC”
Contact Us: Church Office: 440-354-3642
admin@pumconline.org

Worship: December 31, 2017
Ministry Assistant: Nick Connavino Organ & Piano: Mary & Bob Brown

Announcements
Prelude
Children’s Time
*Greeting

Liturgist: Sam Mezzapelle

Lo Desembre Congelat (Cold December Flies Away)

Leader:

Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations

People:

You are the one true God who reigns forever.

Schack

*Opening prayer
Leader: Almighty God, You search our hearts and you see every part of us. All our desires are known to You,
and from you no secrets are hidden. By the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, cleanse our hearts so we
may perfectly love you and glorify Your holy name. We pray this through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
*Opening Hymn

Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine

UMH #606

The Lord’s Prayer “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever.
Amen.”
Special Music
Noel
Le Bèque
Scripture

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Page 691, Old Testament
in the Pew Bible

The Proclamation
Leader: Dearly loved brothers and sisters, the Christian life is a life found in Christ, redeemed from sin, and
consecrated to God. We are those who have entered into this life and have been admitted
into the new covenant of Jesus Christ. He is the Mediator of this covenant. He sealed it with His
own blood so it would last forever.
On one side of this covenant stands God, who promises to give us new life in Jesus Christ, the
author and perfector of our faith. Every day God proves His goodness and grace to us, showing us
that His promise still stands firm.
On the other side, we stand as those who promise to no longer live life for ourselves but instead to
only live for Jesus Christ because He has loved us and given His life for us.
There are times in our lives when it is important for us to remember and reaffirm our promises and
vows. In this same way, we come today to renew our covenant with God. Many generations have
done this before us. Today we make the covenant our own, renewing with both joy and sincerity
the covenant that binds us all to God.
*Please stand as you are comfortable

CCLI License #1923245

The Confession
Leader: We are those who seek to live as true disciples of Jesus Christ, but sometimes we fall short. Let us now
examine ourselves before God, humbly confessing our sins and submitting our hearts so that we do not
deceive ourselves and cut ourselves away from God. Let us pray:
People: Father God, You have set forth the way of life through Your Son Jesus Christ, whom You love dearly.
We shamefully confess that we have been slow to learn of Him and have been reluctant to follow
Him. You have spoken and called to us but we have not listened. You have revealed Your beauty to
us, but we have been blind. You have stretched out Your hands to us through our friends, but we
have passed by them. We have accepted Your gifts and offered little thanks. We are unworthy of Your
unchanging love.
Leader: We now confess to you our sins. Please forgive us for the poverty of our worship…
for the selfishness of our prayers…for our inconsistency and unbelief…
for the ways we neglect fellowship and Your grace…for our hesitation to tell others about Christ…
for the ways we deceive others…
People: Forgive us for when we waste time and when we misuse the gifts you have given us.
Forgive us for when we have made excuses for the wrong things we have done and when we have
purposefully avoided responsibility.
Leader: Forgive us that we have been unwilling to overcome evil with good and that we have not been ready to
carry our cross. Forgive us that we have not allowed Your love to work through us to help others and
that we have not made their suffering our own. Forgive us for those times when instead of working for
unity we made it hard for others to live with us because of our lack of forgiveness, inconsiderate
judgment, and quick criticism.
People: Forgive us for when we have not tried to reconcile with others and when we have been slow to seek
redemption.
Leader: Forgive us also for these sins that we silently confess to you now.
Words of Assurance and Pardon
Leader: God, the Father of all mercies, is faithful to cleanse us from our sins and restore us to Christ’s image.
Praise and glory be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! Amen.
The Invitation
Leader: Let us gathered here before the Lord now in covenant commit ourselves to Christ as his servants. Let us
give ourselves to Him so that we may fully belong to Him. Jesus Christ has left us with many services to
be done. Some of these services are easy and honorable, but some are difficult and disgraceful. Some
line up with our desires and interests, others are contrary to both. In some we please both Christ and
ourselves, but then there are other works where we cannot please Christ except by denying ourselves.
Jesus Christ, we offer You this prayer:
People: Let me be Your servant. Let me follow your commands. I will no longer follow my own desires.
I give myself completely to your will.

People: I am not my own. I am Yours alone. Make me into what You will. Rank me with those You will.
Put me to use for You. Put me to suffering for You. Let me be employed for You. Let me be laid
aside for You. Let me be lifted high for You. Let me be brought low for You. Let me be full or let
me be empty. Let me have all things or let me have nothing. With a willing heart, I freely give
everything to Your pleasure and disposal.
Leader: Christ is Savior to those who are His true servants. He is the source of all salvation to those who
obey. To be His servant is to consent fully to His will. Christ accepts nothing less. Christ will be all in
all, or he will be nothing. Now confirm this truth in holy covenant. Make it a reality in your life in
these three ways:
First, set apart time in your day, more than once, to be spent alone with the Lord. Seek to perceive
God’s special care for you and gracious acceptance of you. Carefully think through the words of this
covenant and its conditions. Examine your heart, even if you have freely given your life to Christ.
Name the sins in your life. Reflect on whether you are willing to choose Christ’s holy laws and strict
commands. Be sure you are clear in all of these so you do not lie to God!
Second, uphold a serious spirit of holy awe and reverence.
Third, claim God’s covenant. Do not trust in your own strength and power but rely upon God’s
promise of giving grace and strength. In this way, He will empower you to keep your promise.
Fourth, be determined to be faithful. You have given your heart and life to God. You have opened
your mouth to dedicate yourself to the Lord. With God’s power, never go back to your former way
of living.
And last, be prepared to renew your covenant with God. Fall on your knees. Lift your hands.
Open your hearts.
The Covenant Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray together:

People: My righteous God, for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, see me now as I fall down before You.
Forgive my unfaithfulness when I have not done your will. You promise mercy if I turn to You
with my whole heart.
Leader: God requires that you rid yourself of every idol in your life.
People: From the bottom of my heart, I here and now renounce every idol in my life, covenanting with
You that I will not commit any known sin. By turning against Your will I have turned my love
toward the world. In Your power I will watch for any temptation that will lead me away from
You.
Leader: Through Jesus Christ, God offers to be your God again, if you allow Him to be.
People: Before all heaven and earth, I here and now acknowledge You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as my
Lord and God. I vow to give all of myself, body and soul, to be Your servant and to serve You in
holiness and righteousness all the days of my life.

Leader: Jesus Christ is the only way and means to God. God has given us Jesus as the way and means to
salvation.
People: Jesus, I here and now accept You and the only new and living Way. I join myself in covenant with
You. I come to You hungry, sinful, miserable, blind, and naked, unworthy even to wash the feet
of Your servants. With all my power, I accept You as my Lord and Head. I renounce my own
unworthiness, and vow that You are the Lord, my righteousness. I renounce my own wisdom and
take You for my only guide. I renounce my own will and take Your will as my law.
Leader: Christ has told you that you must suffer with him.
People: Jesus, I here and now make this covenant with You and accept whatever comes in life. Through
Your grace I promise that neither life nor death will separate me from You.
Leader: God has given holy laws as the rule of your life.
People: I here and now willingly take on Your yoke and burden. All Your laws are holy, just, and good. I
accept them as the rule for my words, thoughts, and actions, promising I will strive to order my
whole life around your direction. I will not allow myself to neglect anything I know to be my
duty.
Leader: The Almighty God searches and knows you, even the thoughts of your heart.
People: O God, You know that we have made this covenant today in sincerity, without deceit or
reluctance. If You find anything false in us, guide us and help us to set it right. And now, glory be
to You, God the Father. From this day forward, I shall look upon You as my God and Father. Glory
be to You, God the Son. You have loved me and washed me from my sins in Your own blood.
From this day forward, I shall look upon You as my Savior and Redeemer. Glory be to You, O God
the Holy Spirit. By Your almighty power, You have turned my heart from sin to God. From this
day forward I shall look upon You as my Comforter and Guide. O mighty God, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, you have now become my Covenant Friend. And I, through Your infinite grace, have
become Your covenant servant. You are mine and I am Yours. So be it. May this covenant that I
have made here on earth be ratified in heaven. Amen.
Offertory
*Doxology

Largo

Samuel Wesley

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Prais him all creatures her below.
Praise him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen”

Closing Hymn

My Hope is Built

UMH #368

Dismissal with Blessing
Postlude

Isaiah, Mighty Seer, in Days of Old

Zachow

Y
Our Winter Mission Project
"Wraps of Warmth"
for the cold winter season
has begun.
Last year we collected over 300+ items for
the local shelters, Project Hope and
Hope Chest.
For adults & children, we are collecting:
New & gently, used winter coats, hats,
scarves, mittens, boots, long sleeve shirts,
and only new socks.

O

U

T

H

1/7: 10 am service, pack a lunch, & YG meeting
until 1:30 pm. We will be reviewing a few
book/bible study options. Also, pick up a
Defender Doggs menu in the youth room to
review for the 14th.
1/12: DYC game night, 7 -11:30 pm @ New Leaf
UMC, 110 Gateway Ave., Conneaut, phone
440- 593-2525. Come join the fun - board
games, basketball, dodgeball, music, and
devotions. We will leave PUMC @ 5:30 pm
& return around 12:30 am. Please bring
snacks to share and pocket money to order
pizza.
1/14: 10 am worship service, lunch at Defender
Doggs, 1951 Hubbard Rd., Madison.
Bring $$. We will leave PUMC after the
worship service and return around 2 pm.
1/28: 8 am to Noon, Breakfast Fundraiser.
6 pm: Mission Meeting

Today: Regular Sunday School - movie and
donut day!
1/14: Mission project wrap up and letter
writing for the Nursing Home
1/25: Money Matters “Teaching Kids about
Money”
1/27: Cabin Fever Day, Games, movies, &
more. (time TBD) Please call or
email for further info!

Radio & Live Stream Sponsorships
are available for 2018.
Radio is $200 per week.
Live Stream is $50 per month.
Go to the PUMC website
http://pumconline.org/
to sign up, immediately,
or call the church office

Please complete the “Opportunities for Service at
Painesville United Methodist Church 2018”
insert and return it to Nick’s office next Sunday,
January 7, 2018.
Be sure to include your name, phone number, and
email address.

Today!!!

Our Team
Jan Yandell, Pastor
jyandell@pumconline.org
Johanna Ahlman
Director of
Christian Education
children@pumconline.org
Deb Kendrick
Director of Finance
dkendrick@pumconline.org
Margie Walker
Youth Coordinator
youth@pumconline.org
Nick Connavino
Office Coordinator &
Assistant to Ministry
admin@pumconline.org
Fritz Streiff
Director of Music Ministries
fstreiff@pumconline.org

This Week at PUMC
Monday, January 1
PUMC OFFICE CLOSED
1:00 pm
6:45 pm
Tuesday, January 2

PUMC OFFICE CLOSED
Dual Recovery Anonymous (DRA) Parsons Hall
Boy Scouts

Parsons Hall

AA

Parsons Hall

Dual Recovery Anonymous

Parsons Hall

Trustee Meeting

Chapel

9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Food Pantry

Chapel

5:30 - 8:30 pm

Girl Scout Cookie Season Training Circle Room

6:30 pm

Adult Handbells

Bell Room

7:00/7:30 pm

Men's Chorus/Chancel Choir

Mentor UMC

8:00 - 10:00 pm

AA

Parsons Hall

8:00 - 10:00 pm
Wednesday, January 3
1:00 pm
7:30 pm
Thursday, January 4

Music Staff:
Bob & Mary Brown
Jessica Carmona
Carol Ford
Jerry Marshall
Helen Kovacs
Nursery Attendant
Kathleen Thompson
Wedding Coordinator
Custodians:
Mladenko (Mel) Karac
Jim Morse
January Live Streaming:
sponsored by:
Missy Wallace
Today’s Radio Broadcast
sponsored by
Anonymous

10:00 am:

United Methodist Church of Painesville
71 North Park Place
Painesville, OH 44077
440-354-3642
www.pumconline.org

Next Week’s Greeters:
8:30 am: Lois Harrington,
Carolyn and Mary Tribby

