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Ash Wednesday Worship 
                                          Pastor Jan Yandell     Organ & Piano: Jerry Marshall 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PRELUDE                                                  “Wondrous Love”                                         arr. Marshall                                                   
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
Leader:   In the midst of the pandemic, we are summoned by the Season of Lent to take a good  
                look at ourselves. 
People:  We are called to live with a contrite heart, to desire truth in our inward beings. 
Leader:   Let us hear the joy and gladness that only comes from God. 
People:  Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
Leader:   Lent is a time of self-reflection, of tuning up our faith to better exemplify our Christ. 
People:  Jesus knows the condition of our hearts and he calls us to be strong in our  
                endurance of suffering, to be patient in our dealings with others, to be kind, and to  
                pray. 
    
OPENING HYMN                             Come and Find a Quiet Center                              FWS #2128 
 
 
UNISON PRAYER 
Oh God, I have gotten used to providing my own bread for communion, my own drink of       
forgiveness, but what now do I do about ashes, about the cross, about the fellowship of  
believers that make Ash Wednesday so important, so meaningful? Where do I place my 
transgressions this year, at my own feet?  Where do I lay down my burdens? Are you as   
present in my cookies and milk as you are in the bread and juice on the altar?  Who will 
place a cross on my head and remind me that I came from dust and to dust I will return?  No 
one is here but me, Lord.  And yet, hasn’t that always been the case when it comes to Ash 
Wednesday.  No one knows my burdens but me, and then I give them to you.  No one knows 
my need for your nourishment and forgiveness and then you give me what I need in                 
communion.  No one lives or dies in my place, only me, a speck of dust in the continuum of 
your creation.  Help me this night to see the significance of my insignificance, the                         
importance of my unimportance, and the treasures in my truest worship of you.  You are  
everywhere, Lord, even here with me, calling me to be faithful.   Amen 
  
 
ANTHEM  Mercy arr. Courtney 
 Quintet:  Maria Strickland, Jan Yandell, Shawn Ritts, Kris Firth, Jay Taylor 
 
  
SCRIPTURE  Psa lm 51:1 -17   

 

MESS AGE                       “The Accep tab le  Sac r i f i ce ”                    Pasto r  Jan   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

COMMUNION LITURGY IN SONG AND WORD 
 
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION:                             Cares Chorus                                                    FWS #2215 
 
THROWING AWAY OUR TROUBLES AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS 
 
Leader:  Yearly, monthly, weekly, daily, we lift on our shoulders the burdens of our own wrongdoings,  

 other’s inflictions upon us, the world’s problems, and sadness. Trying to carry the load we falter, 
 striving to let it go we fail. 
 

People: Only Christ can help us carry our load.  Only Christ can take it from our shoulders  
  and free us from the burden.  Only Christ can forgive our wrongdoing, help us to forgive     
  those who have hurt us, and save the world from its problems and sadness.  Only Christ. 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PREPARATION           Take My Life, and Let It Be  UMH #399 
 
LAYING OUR OFFERINGS IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED 
 
Leader:  Yearly, monthly, weekly, daily, we store up monies, talents, and gifts for ourselves, our families, 

 and friends.  Yet, we came into the world with nothing and we will leave the world the same. 
 All that we have gained is only by the grace of God. John Wesley said that if he died with 10 pieces 
 of silver in his pocket; money he did not give to those in need, then he was worse than a thief.   
 

People:  Remind us each day of our gifts from you, O God, and let us freely and joyfully  
  remember each day the gifts we must give.  All we have belongs to Christ and Christ alone. 
 

 
 
HYMN OF PREPARATION                       Fill My Cup, Lord                           UMH #641 
  
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION BY INTINCTION 
 
Leader:  Yearly, monthly, weekly, daily, we are hungry for the love of God and thirsty for God’s forgiveness.   
  It is at this table that Jesus calls us to take the bread, eat it, and become one with his body.   
  It is at this table that Jesus calls us to drink from the cup of forgiveness that our desire for                    
  salvation will be quenched by his blood. 

 
People: We take and eat in remembrance of Christ as we become a part of his body; waking,          
  walking, and working in this world.  We take the cup and drink and become as one with      
  Christ, his blood flowing through our veins, his love encompassing our lives, his                             
  forgiveness cleansing our hearts.  We are the body of Christ redeemed by his blood. 
 
 

 
HYMN OF PREPARATION   Sunday’s Palms Are Wednesday’s Ashes   FWS #2138 
 

 
THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES  
 
Leader:  Yearly, monthly, weekly, daily we are aware of our own mortality.  When we were born, we began  
  to die. It is the cycle of life we live: heavenly, earthly, and heavenly again. From whence we have        
  come, there shall we return. It is God’s way and God will lead us through it and in time, bring us         
  home. 
 
People: These ashes remind us of our beginning and help us to understand our future.  No earthly   
  body will last forever, no flesh and bone will be spared.  Yet, in Christ Jesus, our spirits will 
  be lifted to God’s spirit and will commune with God in eternity.  Ashes to ashes goes the     
  body. Ashes to glory goes the soul.   Amen. 

 
 
 



 
OFFERTORY / COMMUNION / IMPOSITION OF ASHES    

                                                  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                                    Young 
   
                                                    
AS YOU COME FORWARD PLEASE: 
 

1.   Wad up your piece of paper and throw it in the trash basket at the foot of the cross or at home  
       wad up your piece of paper and throw it in the trash. Give your worries to Jesus. 
2.  Place your offering in the baskets provided or at home, prayerfully consider what you can send in 
       to share in the ministry of Christ during this special season.  Give your gifts to Jesus. 
3.  Receive Holy Communion taking a piece of bread and a small cup of juice.  Take the bread and  
       the cup, eat and drink.  Or if at home take the cracker and grape from the kit.  Eat, drink, and  
       remember Jesus, or use any common elements at your home that will remind you each day of  
       your Savior. Give your love to Jesus. 
4.  Receive the imposition of ashes if you desire:  A sign of the cross will be placed on 
 your forehead with the ashes created by the burning of last year’s Palm Sunday 
 palm crosses. Or if you are at home and have an Ash Wednesday Kit, follow the instructions.   
       If you do not have a kit, use some ashes from the fireplace or a water soluble marker to put a 
       cross on your hand. Give your life to Jesus. 

 

UNISON PRAYER:  In a world where all seem to be a bit more anxious, a little more worried, we are 
reminded that your love never fails us and your promises are never broken.  Calm our worried minds, 
for worries only waste our time.  Settle our hearts, so we can more easily hear your voice.  And  
remind us each day that these bodies are not made to live forever, but are made for your purposes 
while we are here.  And when our days have been accomplished, may our souls find a permanent 
place in your kingdom.  Amen 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                     You Are Mine                                                   FWS #2218 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                          Lamb of God, Our Savior                                                         Bach                        

 
 

 
THE PAPER:  The paper and pencil in your bulletin and kit are to be used by you to write one or two 
words that describe what is separating you from you from having a clean heart in your relationship with 
God.  This will be wadded up and placed in the trash either at the foot of the cross in the sanctuary or in 
your own trash basket to symbolize that those things you have written that hinder your relationship with 
God are gone, no longer is there anything to cause separation.  If you do not have an Ash Wednesday 
Kit, please take a pencil and paper from your home to use this evening. 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION: The Table of the Lord in the United Methodist Church is open to all people                                   
regardless of age or church affiliation. John Wesley saw communion as a means of grace where all                      
can find a relationship with Christ Jesus. Due to the church’s stand for social action, the cup is filled                      
with grape juice so those suffering from addiction to alcohol may partake and little children are welcome. 
Those who have Ash Wednesday Kits will find a small bag with a cracker symbolizing the body of Christ 
and a grape, which is the fruit of the vine symbolizing the blood of Christ.  If you do not have an Ash 
Wednesday Kit, please use whatever common elements you have in your home that will be a constant 
reminder of Jesus. 
 
 

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES:  The ashes are a symbol of our humanity and mortality.  It is said that 
“from dust we came and to dust we will return…”  In ancient days mourning and repentance were                    
represented by the wearing of sack cloth and ashes.  On this night we remind ourselves of the sacrifice 
Jesus made for us that we might have eternal life.  These earthly bodies will die and return to dust, yet 
thanks be to God, we have salvation for our souls through Jesus Christ.  In the Ash Wednesday Kit there 
is a small bag of ashes, take a bit on your finger and make the sign of the cross on your forehead or on 
the back of your hand and remember “from ashes to ashes go the body, but from ashes to glory goes 
the soul.”  If you do not have an Ash Wednesday Kit, please use a bit of ashes from a fireplace or  
perhaps a water soluble black marker. 
 

 


