
Today, I like you am trying to come to grips with three separate incidents of hatreds I once 
naively thought we were outgrowing as a people, but which are once again raising their 
ugly heads in our nation.  When Jesus cast an unclean spirit out of a possessed man, He 
first demanded its name, because the ability to name a thing gives us power over it (Mark 
5:1-20).  As Christians, it is important that we name these hatreds for what they are if we 
are to have any hope of exercising them from ourselves and our communities: hatred for 
people of color, hatred for political opponents and journalists, and that oldest of hatreds, 

hatred for the Jews, triggered in this case by the desire of these Jewish communities to aid refugees in obedience to 
holy scripture Jews and Christians both hold sacred.  It is heart-wrenching.  It is devastating.  And it has to stop. 

In Micah 6:8, it is written “what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God?”  In a popular meme, this verse is interpreted to mean: 

Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world's grief.  
Do justly, now. Love mercy, now. Walk humbly now.  

You are not obligated to complete the work,  
         but neither are you free to abandon it. 1 

Like many of us, I grew up singing “Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.”  Few of us have the 
power to affect events on a large scale.  But that does not absolve us from acting within whatever sphere of action is 
available to us.  There have been countless videos posted on social media of bigoted verbal attacks against people 
standing in line in stores or just going about their business in public spaces and every time I force myself to watch 
one, I wonder at the silent complicity of all the other people there.  Where are their demands that the targeted per-
son be treated justly and with mercy?  Where is the love our Savior commands we show?  Where is our humble will-
ingness to risk ourselves on their behalf? 

          As another song states “Silence like a cancer grows.” 2  So does bigotry.  It requires our silence and inaction to 
grow.  And like cancer, what once might have been successfully treated grows into something deadly.  As a commu-
nity which claims that the Savior of the world is God incarnate in a Jewish man wrongfully condemned to die in ago-
ny, we cannot stand idly by while others are bullied and victimized.  If we do not have a plan of action, it is easy to be 
paralyzed in the moment.  I encourage us all to think carefully and plan out what our response will be when others 
speak or act on their hatred in front of us.  It could be in line at a store.  It could be on a sidewalk.  It could even be at 
Thanksgiving dinner.  The situation may influence how we act but it should not change whether we act.  Let us make 
up our minds together that we will not be daunted from loving our neighbor as ourselves no matter what the situa-
tion, no matter who the perpetrator or our neighbor is.  Let us take to heart and put in action the often-quoted 
words of Rabbi Hillel,  

If I am not for myself, who will be for me?  
If I am only for myself, what am I?  

      If not now, when? 3 

Now is the time. 

Your brother in Christ Jesus, 
Pastor Jeff 
 
 

1. Shapiro, Wisdom of the Jewish Sages, 41 (paraphrase of Rabbi Rami Shapiro's interpretive translation of Rabbi Tarfon's work on the Pirke Avot 2:2). 
2. Simon & Garfunkel, The Sound of Silence. 
3, Talmud, Pirkei Avot 1.  

 

 NOVEMBER 2018 Messenger  



 

CORNERS AT 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
FOR 

NOVEMBER 2018 
 

  *     *     *     *     *     *      
The Operating Expense Fund 

 

Our newest endowment, The Operating Ex-

pense Fund, is the only fund designed to 

produce money each year to support our an-

nual church budget.  90% of its annual earn-

ings go directly into the operating budget.  

The remaining 10% of earnings is retained 

for inflation and to grow the principal.  The 

principal may not be spent, so the fund will 

continue to grow and support the operating 

budget indefinitely.  The initial gift of $50,000 

from the Arthur P. Bodner Trust in 2012, has 

been added to and has grown to a value ex-

ceeding $77,000.  It is the hope of the Major 

Gifts & Endowment Committee that mem-

bers and friends of our church will add to the 

principal of the fund through wills or trusts, 

or by donating cash or securities at any 

time.  Gifts now, or at the end of a person’s 

life, will provide financial support for the 

church’s annual budget for the foreseeable 

future and beyond. 

Treasurer’s Report  October 2018 
 

Income:        $ 105,626.63  ** 

Expenses:           $198,206.54 

Transfers from Endowment Accounts have allowed 
us to have a balance of: 

     $ 27,458.63 

** Pledge statements will be printed for you prior to 
November 15 to show your balance.  

 
Annual Report time is up-
on us as 2019 is fast ap-
proaching!  This means that 
it’s time to start thinking 
about submitting the annual 
report for the Committee 
you may be overseeing.  

Keep in mind that our deadline is the last 
Friday in December (28th).  Individual lead-
ers will be contacted and a copy of last 
year’s report sent to assist with your prepa-
rations.  It’s not too early to get your report 
done and avoid rushing to do it after the hol-
idays.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Sue in the church office.   

 

 

 

 

 

Pease join us on Sunday,  November 11th
  

following Worship for  this year’s Harvest Din-

ner.  Each family should bring a dish-to-

pass large enough to serve a minimum of 6 - 

8 people and their own table service.  Bread 

and beverages will be provided.  Reserva-

tions are due by November 8th so we can set 

up enough seating for everyone. You can call 

the church office or place a note in the offer-

ing plate.  We hope to see you there for this 

delicious meal with friends and family!     

Fellowship Hour Assignments 

November 4:    Faith Formation 

November 11:    Harvest Dinner 

November 18:    Personnel 

November 25:    Nominating Committee 

December 2:    Deacons 

December 9:    Joy Girls 

December 16:    Wassail  (PLF) 

December 23:    Birthday Party for Jesus (PLF) 

December 30:    P.L. & F.  (Rose)  

IMPORTANT NOTE FOR CHURCH MEMBERS:  
There will be a Special Meeting of the Congrega-
tion immediately following Worship, on Sunday, 
November 18, 2018, for the purpose of electing 
officers.  Members, please plan on attending.  



GIVING OPPORTUNITIES AT FIRST PREBSYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

The months of November and December are a time when we reflect over the past year and 
count our many blessings.  It’s also a time when we tend to be more cognizant of the people 
in our community who are in need of assistance.   

The Bible says in Deuteronomy 15:11: “For there will never cease to be poor in the land. 
Therefore I command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and 
to the poor, in your land.”   

Our church community has proven time and again that they are a generous, loving, and giving 
family.  Below are some opportunities that will be available in the upcoming weeks: 
 

HARVEST FOOD DRIVE  

Please join us during this month of Thanksgiving and Harvest as we collect non-

perishable food items, paper products, and personal care items. You might also 

consider a cash donation as, according to the Corning Food Pantry website, 

every $5.00 donated allows the purchase of about $28.00 worth of food.    All 

donations are used to assist local families in need.   A cart will be available in 

the sanctuary each Sunday morning during November, or you can drop off your donation dur-

ing the week to the church office. Thank you for your generosity.   

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

What is Operation Christmas Child?  The Samaritan's Purse Project Christmas 

Child collects shoeboxes filled with school supplies, hygiene items, fun toys and 

notes of encouragement and delivers them to children in need around the world 

to demonstrate God's love in a tangible way. At the First Presbyterian Church we 

offer a couple of ways to help with donations - you can pack your own shoebox or 

you can donate $20.00 and specify that it is for a shoebox and we will pack one for you. 

Our Joy Store will be open October 28, November 4, 11, and 18 during Fellowship Hour 

for your donations or you can contact the church office if you wish to pick up a box or 

make a donation.  

ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR 

Are you starting to think about Christmas and what gifts you will be giving this 

year?  We will be holding our Alternative Gift Fair on December 2, 9, & 16 this 

year.  Your purchase of a gift helps reduce poverty in 24 countries by empow-

ering artisans and farmers to earn a fair living from their trade.   Items will be 

set up in the Fellowship Hall.   

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING will be collected on December 23rd.   

Envelopes will be available at the back of the sanctuary during the 

month if you wish to contribute earlier.  ** Each year during the Ad-

vent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and cele-

brate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to the 

Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift by providing assistance to 

current and retired church workers in their time of need and developing our future leaders at 

Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. 

 **  specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy.html 



New Executive Director - 171 Cedar Arts Center 
 
Congratulations to Beth Landin, as she starts her new posi-

tion as Executive Director at 171 Cedar Arts Center in No-

vember. Beth has spent the last three years as a professional 

watercolor artist, and has exhibited at The ARTS Council of 

the Southern Finger Lakes, the Arnot Art Museum, and 171 

Cedar Arts Center. You may also have seen Beth's work at 

the Southeast Steuben County Library, the West Elmira Li-

brary, and other area venues. Prior to this, Beth held numer-

ous marketing and managerial leadership positions with Mar-

ket Street Trust Company and Corning Incorporated, and has 

served on several nonprofit boards.  
 

Beth says she is delighted to be at the helm of 171 Cedar Arts Center, and is proud of its 

mission as a community arts center. She said it has been a part of her family's life 

through all of its seasons. Lien and Kyle studied music, dance, and pottery there when 

they were growing up, Beth has taken culinary, pottery, and painting classes over the 

years, and Mark is currently learning how to work in pottery.  
 

If you don't know, 171 Cedar Arts Center is right down the street from the church, and 

Beth wants you to know that it's a great place to sign up to learn something new, practice 

something you are learning, or to come for an exhibit or to enjoy the performing arts.    

Check it out !     https://www.171cedararts.org/classes 

From Parish Life & Fellowship 

A heartfelt thanks to all those who stay and clean up after 

Fellowship Time!  We truly appreciate your generous offer of 

time.   

If anyone wishes to join our merry group, we would welcome 

you with open arms. Many activities in the life of our Church 

are planned and organized by P.L. & F.  Suppers of Eight, Annual Dinner, Easter Sun-

day, Father’s Day Ice Cream Social, Welcome Back Breakfast, Wassail, Birthday Party 

for Jesus, Summer Picnic, and weekly Fellowship Hours to name a few!   

The more the merrier and at this time we only have four people in our group.  If you are 

interested in being a part of Parish, Life, and Fellowship, please contact Rose Houper, 

Barbara Sammis, Mary Baer, or Rosalie Grigsby, or call the church office at 937-5419.   

Congratulations to James and Maggie Kuhl on the birth of their son, Sam!   



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES FOR NOVEMBER 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
      
8 David Powers 

11   Marty Coates 

       Jimma Powers 

12    * Trey Smith  

15   Ann Howland 

17   Dee Wightman 

22   * Joshua Beres 

25   * Andrew Smith 

26   * Ariel Ugoretz 

27   Gail Bardhan 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  
 
  7   Bill & Lisa Sebelle 

20   Gil & Marcia  Creelman 

24    Lloyd & Barb Young  

♫♫   COMING SOON   ♫♫ 

Christmas Dinner sign-up sheets will 

be posted on the bulletin board 

across from the Fellowship Hall near 

the end of November.   We need lots 

of volunteers and donations for this 

annual event and are thankful for 

everyone who helps.  More infor-

mation will be provided by the end of 

November.   

Messenger Contest for November: 
 

Would you like to win a gift card for a beverage 
from a downtown Corning merchant?  Solve this 
riddle and your name will be put in the monthly 
drawing!   Call 937-5419 or e-mail the office 
with your answer.   No Googling please !!!!  
  
Poor people have it. 
Rich people need it. 
If you eat it you will die.       What is it?   

 
 
 
 
 

If you feel led to assist in morning Worship by 
providing liturgical support, please sign up on 
the list outside the church office.  We still have 
openings for December.  Generally you will 
lead the call to Worship, Prayer of Illumination, 
and Affirmation of Faith.  All information is 
provided in advance and you can use your 
own Prayer of Illumination or one will be pro-
vided to you.   
 

You are encouraged to share in the Leadership 
of Worship!  

Mansfield University Wind Ensemble 

There will be a Concert Band Repertoire on Fri-
day, November 2, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. at the Elmira 
First Presbyterian Church, presented by the Mans-
field University Wind Ensemble.   

The public is cordially invited and a free will offer-
ing will be taken to help offset expenses.  All con-
certs will be held in the church sanctuary located 
at 1054 West Clinton Street in Elmira.   

PLEDGES: Please keep in mind as you finalize 
your pledges for the year that in accordance with 
IRS rules, the last day contributions can be credit-
ed to your 2018 financial statement is Monday, 
December 31, 2018.  Payments must be received 
and mail must be postmarked by December 31, 
2018 in order to be recorded for the current year. 
Anything received or postmarked after that date 
will be posted to your 2019 financial statement.  
Thank you for your support of our church.   
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DEADLINE for December Messenger 
articles is November 15th.  Ar ticles 
may   either be emailed to the church or 
left in the church office.  
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We hope you enjoy our Monthly Messenger! 


