The Messenger
Pastor’s Message for September 2018 Messenger
Jesus said,“whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first
must be your slave— just as the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

-Matthew 20:26-28 (NIV)-

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”

-Galatians 6:2 (NIV)-

During Lent, we introduced the church to Catch: A Churchwide Program for Invitational Evangelism. Church of the Resurrection, where Catch originated, has four expectations of all church members,
new and established:
To worship regularly: Members are expected to attend worship every weekend unless they are
sick or out of town.
To continue to grow in their faith by participating in a small group study.
To serve God with their hands by volunteering in service to the congregation, the community, and the world.
To give in proportion to their income.
This month, we are looking at the third expectation: service to the congregation, the community,
and the world. Service takes many forms in a Presbyterian church. We serve by helping lead the congregation in ministry, sometimes as individuals and sometimes as members of boards and committees. Other
times, we serve more directly, giving tangible assistance to people who are in need of our compassionate
presence and actions.
Why is service to others so important? First, because in serving others we serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who commanded us to love others as He has loved us. We believe that God was in Christ
and that He loved us so much that He sacrificed Himself for our salvation. We show our gratitude for
God’s sacrificial love for us by serving others as Jesus served us. Second, because there is no shortage of
people in need of our compassion in this world but there is a shortage of people willing to go out of their
way to act compassionately. Third, because in serving others out of love we imitate Jesus, and the more
we imitate Him in our thoughts and actions, the more we will become like Him, and becoming more Christ
-like is the purpose and goal of Christian life.
And let me add a fourth reason that is not as selfish as it first sounds. Reorienting our priorities
from serving ourselves to serving others has been proven to result in a more satisfying and joyful life. That
good feeling we get from inconveniencing ourselves to help others? That’s a gift from God. That’s God’s
way of telling us that we are on the right track and doing the right things by letting us experience just a tiny
fraction of the joy God feels in seeing us love as God loves. If you want to feel better about yourself and
about your life, live in service to others. Remember the acronym J.O.Y. — Jesus first, Others second,
Yourself last.
Your brother in Christ Jesus,
Pastor Jeff

September Items of
Interest at
First Presbyterian
Church

Experience God’s Beloved Community at
First Presbyterian Church
We hope you can join us for ‘National Back to
Church Sunday’ on September 16th. We start the
day with our Welcome Breakfast* at 9:15 a.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. Worship will follow at 10:30
a.m. in the Sanctuary.
In every heart, there is a yearning to be loved for
who we are and to love others in the same way.
We believe that this is the kind of love Jesus
wants us to share. We invite you to be a part of a
community of friends who go through life together, supporting one another, and making a difference in our community. Among us you will find
relevant, faith-based messages, inspiring music,
and an authentic community of people on a journey of faith and purpose. Come and help build
God’s beloved community.
*Reservations are requested (by September 13) for our
Welcome Breakfast so we can be sure to have enough delicious casseroles, quiches, muffins, and beverages. If you
are able, please bring one cup of fruit per family for our
community fruit salad, and your own table service.

Serving as Liturgist at
First Presbyterian
Church
♥ Do you know what the
word liturgist means? When applied to
Christian Worship, the word "liturgy" means
"the work of the people" or “public worship”. Being a liturgist is a ministry and you
can help by providing support during Worship. As Christians, we are all called to minister to others, and this is one of the many
opportunities available in our church to use
your voice to help others worship God.
♥ Generally, you will lead the Call to Worship, Prayer of Illumination, and the Affirmation of Faith. All information will be given to
you in advance and you will be able to use
your own Prayer of Illumination or one can
be provided to you.
♦ If you feel led to assist in morning Worship
by providing liturgical support, please use
the sign-up sheet located on the bulletin
board outside the church office, or contact
Susan Vermillion and ask to be put on the
schedule.
♥ We have openings from the third week in
September to the end of the year.
We encourage you to share
in the Leadership of our
Worship!

FELLOWSHIP TIME ASSIGNMENTS
September 2
September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30

Session
P.L. & F. (Mary B.)
Welcome Breakfast
Swenson Committee
Worship Committee

September Items of Interest at
First Presbyterian Church (continued)
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
Starting September 19th at 6:30 p.m.,
and each Wednesday thereafter, there
will be a discussion or book study on selected topics. If you haven’t yet completed the on-line survey where we ask for
your input on topics, we will have paper
copies of the survey in the church office
for you to complete.
Each meeting will be preceded by a Community Dinner at 6:00 p.m. where you
can bring a dish to pass or just attend,
eat, and enjoy the fellowship of others
since there is always plenty of food. We
hope you can join us!

“GENESIS FROM SCRATCH”
BEGINS SEPTEMBER 30 at 9:00 a.m.
“Genesis From Scratch” will be the topic of our Sunday Morning Adult Bible
Study in the Library each week.
●“In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.” Genesis 1:1.
●“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created
them; male and female he created
them.” Genesis 1:27
The contents of Genesis are the foundation of the Bible. Please bring your
questions and insights and get ready to
discuss this fascinating book .

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
SEPTEMBER 23rd 10:30 a.m.

A BRAND NEW CHILDREN’S PROGRAM BEGINS SEPTEMBER 30, 2018!
Please watch our Facebook Page and
Website for Details.

Blessing of the animals takes place in
the Memorial Garden where we show
our love, care, and
concern as a congregation for all creation.
Pets are welcome!

DAILY MORNING PRAYER SERVICE
Starting September 17 at 7:30 a.m. a brief, daily (Monday through Thursday)
prayer service open to the community will be held in our church chapel. We
will be using scriptures and meditations from the book “Common Prayer: A
Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals” written by Shane Claiborne, Jonathan WilsonHartgrove, and Enuma Okoro. Books will be provided for your use during prayer.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
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Margret Lapp
Heather Hayes
Jean Boell
Bill Uncapher, Jr.
* Rachel Hevey
Jamie Smith
Silky Smith
Barbara Worthey
Rick Vermillion
Glenn Morrisey
Trevor Worthey
Curt Neuner
Mike DeRosa
Jackie Curry
Walter Jones

UPCOMING - OCTOBER SERMON SERIES
“PREACHING WITH POE”
Beginning October 7, come and listen to
“Preaching With Poe” Stories of Horror
and Faith” with Pastor Jeff. Each Sunday,
we will use a different Edgar Allen Poe
story to examine some of our struggles
and how God’s love for us in Jesus Christ
can help us overcome them.
♣ October 7: The Horror of Shame
(The Fall of the House of Usher)
♣ October 14: The Horror of Selfishness
(The Masque of the Red Death)
♣ The Horror of Guilt
(The Tell-Tale Heart)
♣ October 28: The Horror of Grief
(The Raven)
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Ken & Cheri Crozier
Mark & Beth Landin
Chris & Alyson Sharman
Glenn & Lisa Morrisey
Jeff & Marilyn Hagy
Matthew & Denise Reppert

♥ SHEPHERD’S TABLE
Our next date to prepare and serve at Shepherd’s Table is Sunday, September 30th. We need servers and cakes. Servers
would need to be available from approximately 3 - 6 p.m.
Please contact Cheri Crozier if you are able to help with the
wonderful outreach mission.

♣ BAMBA’S HOUSE
5K Run/Walk and Kids Fun Run
Saturday, September 8, 2018

● CORNING COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY
Tee Up Fore Food Golf Tournament
Saturday, September 15, 2018

Would you like to win a gift card
for a beverage or snack from a
local business? Look for the ♦
symbol in this newsletter and
call the office by September 15th
to let us know you found it.
Names are drawn each month and you will be notified if you win. Good luck! (Frank Hamm won in
August!)
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1 EAST FIRST STREET
CORNING, NEW YORK 14830
Church Phone: 607-937-5419
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Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. - Noon
12:30 - 3:00 p.m.
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Like us on Facebook!
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Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
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The Messenger is published monthly.
The deadline for the October Messenger articles is September 15th.
Articles may be emailed to the church
or left in the church office.

